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Introduction to Epoxy Resin Art

	What is Epoxy Resin Art?

	Epoxy resin, commonly used in the crafting world, is a system made up of two components: resin and hardener. When mixed, these two elements undergo a chemical reaction, gradually transforming the liquid resin into a solid, clear plastic with a glossy finish. Resin crafting involves creating various projects using this material. Due to its strength, adhesive properties, and durability, epoxy resin has become a popular choice across various industries, including manufacturing, construction, and automotive.

	Why Choose Epoxy Resin for Art Projects

	Durability: Epoxy resin is a long-lasting substance that can defy wear and tear within a period. This makes it an outstanding substance for producing commodities that will be used regularly, for example, jewelry, coasters and home decorations.

	Color personalization: Epoxy resin can be painted with a combination of colors that permits artisans to personalize their articles to conform to their choices and class.

	Conservancy: Epoxy resin is used to cover and conserve objects such as pictures, flowers and other commemorative materials. This enables artisans to build emotional and significant items that can be treasured forever. 

	Adaptability: Epoxy resin is used to develop different kinds of effects and finishes, for example, gloss, matte, clear and opaque. This property enables artists to make exceptional and extraordinary articles that won't be accomplished with any other ingredients.

	Bonding: Epoxy resin exhibits outstanding bonding qualities, which means that it can be used as an adhesive to bind various elements. It makes it superior for producing blended-media items that comprise different ingredients.

	Generally, epoxy resin is a vital substance in arts and crafts because of its adaptability, durability and capacity to make distinctive and extraordinary articles. Its unique qualities permit artisans to move the limitations of ingenuity and produce sensational artworks that last for generations to come.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	


Chapter 1: Getting Started with Epoxy Resin

	Essential Tools and Materials

	Resin crafts have become increasingly popular, allowing for a wide range of creations such as paperweights, coasters, and keychains. To achieve quality results, artisans need the right tools for their projects. Below is a list of essential tools required for working with resin.

	Protective Disposable Hand Gloves: Nitrile hand gloves shield your hands from possible skin irritation caused by drips of resins. Always wash your hands after changing a pair of hand gloves whenever you wipe out resins from them.

	[image: Image]

	Used attire and Plastic overall: Protect your clothes from drips and spills from reins with a plastic cover of all used clothes. This is because resin stains are tough to eliminate and they tend to condemn and destroy clothing.

	[image: Image]

	Into-Resin Epoxy resin: This comes in two different containers 16 oz and 32 oz. Your preferences are determined by how large your project is. An into-Resin estimator is used to calculate the amount of into-Resin you need to finish a project, if you do not know the right quantity to use.
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	Respiratory Mask: It is important to take extreme precautions when working with resins because inhaling the vapors can be poisonous to health and may lead to respiratory irritation over a long period. Always put it on the respiratory mask to avoid some of the resins getting into your eyes as this can cause swelling and itching.
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	Heat Gun: One of the major challenges in resin art is the elimination of air bubbles that accumulate in the resin. Use the heat gun to apply heat on the resin to dispel all bubbles.
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	Sharpie Point Pens: These are used to create embellishments and details on finished resin tasks like geode and agate drawings. These are better quality resin markers than regular paint markers because their imprints appear sharp on rocks, glass or gem parts of artworks and last longer.
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	Acrylic Paint for Resin: Acrylic paints are commonly used to add color to resin. However, it’s important not to exceed 10% of acrylic paint in your resin mixture. Adding more than this can alter the resin’s composition, leading to issues with curing and flow. When mixing the paint into the resin, take care to avoid creating air bubbles, which can affect the final result.
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	Epoxy Resin for Craft: There are different varieties of resin in the store to purchase for your project. Some are for casting, molding, geode arts, making jewelry, deep pouring, etc. One of the known brands is Art resin. It is a 1:1 blending resin and it is simple to use and apply. 

	Alcohol Ink for Resins: This makes your resin look colorful. You can either blend it with your resin or apply the resin to it. It does not last on artwork so be sure to use a UV protectant on it.
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	Epoxy Resin for Making pieces of jewelry: As a beginner, this is one of the materials you need to start. It is available in a kit and all the supplies needed to kick-start jewelry making are found in one kit.

	Mica Powder for Resin: This is the best colorant to use in resin art. Ensure that you do not use more than 10% when you want to add color to your art. Remember to stir slowly when blending it with the resin to avoid the build-up of air bubbles.
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	Uni-posca paint pens: This is a non-toxic full-color pigment opaque ink that writes with ease on resins. They are light, fast and waterproof. They are water-based paint pens so be sure to test them out before incorporating them on the surface of resins. If they are not compatible with the resin, they may cause the resin to run. You can use these paint pens to fine-tune your work at the last step like writing on decorative stones and final finishings.
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	Glitter for Epoxy resin: This is used to incorporate color, sparkle and gloss into resin art pieces. It is available in glow-in-dark shades and holographic colors. Neon has ultraviolet effects on resins that make them glow brighter on resin artworks.
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	 Silicon Molds: Resin is a versatile material that works well for creating a wide range of crafts and art pieces. It dries quickly, is easy to handle, and can be customized with colors, glitter, and other embellishments to create unique effects. Having the right tools is important when working with resin, and one of the most essential tools is a silicone mold. These molds are flexible, making it easy to remove your resin creation once it has hardened. You don’t have to worry about the resin sticking to the mold, as silicone naturally resists adhesion. Additionally, silicone molds come in many fun shapes and sizes, allowing you to get creative with your projects.
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	Silicon Mixing Tools: Throwing away mixing cups is not eco-friendly, because popping out resin from plastic cups is a hassle. For this reason, a set of silicone mixing cups and stirring sticks should be purchased by any resin artist. With a Silicone can, you can effortlessly pop out resins, allowing you to reuse the cups repeatedly.
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	Epoxy Resin and Hardeners

	Epoxy resins are highly durable liquids with comparatively long lifespans. They cannot go through the chemical reaction required for a proper cure unless they are combined with an epoxy hardener. Without the hardener, the resin would stay almost liquid forever and be unable to solidify into a long-lasting flooring system. An epoxy floor coating obtains its high efficiency and shielding properties through a regulated chemical response between precisely calibrated resin and hardener components, as opposed to paints, which depend on the dryness of vapor to ultimately solidify into a delicate film.

	Mixing Containers and Stirring Tools

	Plastic Container: Use a water bath to warm your resin if it's below room temperature before blending it. Choose vessels that are thin with sides high to prevent the bottles from toppling over. Let the vessel be half-filled with lukewarm water and the caps of bottles submerged for 10-15 minutes. Do not allow water to seep into the bottle because it will change the composition of the resin and make

	
	
	Protective Gear

	
	
	
	
	Substrates and Molds

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Setting Up Your Workspace

	
	
	
	Choosing a Work Area

	
	
	
	
		Open windows and doors to allow the inflow of air to disperse around the room.

		Use electric fans to assist in distributing the air evenly.

		Position a portable fan towards the work area and direct it to face an open window or door.
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