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			Leo Tolstoy

			Russian writer

			
					Born in Yasnaya (Russia) in 1838

					Died in Astapovo in 1970

					Notable works:	The Cossacks (1863), novel

	Anna Karenina (1877), novel

	The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), novel




			

			Count Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, usually referred to in English as Leo Tolstoy, was born in 1838 in Yasnaya in Russia and died in 1910 in Astapovo, Russia. Believed to be one of the major writers of Russian literature, his work was already acclaimed during his lifetime and had a lasting influence. His novels (War and Peace, 1863-1869, Anna Karenina, 1877, Resurrection, 1899) and his many short stories are defined by the significance and depth of his psychological analysis, as well as by their philosophical and moral dimensions. They are testimonies of the importance of the spiritual quest that Tolstoy led throughout his whole life.

		


		
			War and Peace

			A monument of Russian literature

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Tolstoy, L. (2007) War and Peace. Trans. Pevear, R. and Volokhonsky, L. New York: Vintage Books.

					First edition: 1869

					Themes: Napoleon, Russia, 19th century, war, Alexander I, aristocracy, family, society, love

			

			War and Peace, written from 1865 to 1869, is a monumental work, whose scope is far superior to that of a traditional novel. Unfolding over approximately two thousand pages, introducing more than five hundred characters, War and Peace is a historical and realistic chronicle of the Napoleonic Wars in Russia. The wealth and precision of the details and the psychological analysis, as well as the theoretical reflections about history, contribute to making this work one of the main opus of global literature. It was met with acclaim from its publication onwards.

		


		
			Summary

			Volume I

			Part 1

			In 1805 in St Petersburg, a party is thrown and gathers the elite of the aristocracy: among others, Prince Andrei Bolkonsky, gloomy and taciturn, and his wife Lise, pregnant, defined by her gentleness and her charm; Pyotr (Pierre), the illegitimate son of Count Bezukhov, back from abroad and who does not know how to behave in society; Prince Vasily Kuragin and two of his children, Ippolit, a bad boy, and Elena (Hélène), who is said to be the most beautiful woman in town.

			After the party, Pierre goes to dinner at Andrei’s, his childhood friend. The readers learn that Andrei has decided to enroll in the Russian army and will leave to fight in Austria. He encourages Pierre to choose a career, as his father would wish, and to renounce his dissolute life.

			In Moscow, the Count and Countess Rostov are also hosting a party for the evening. In a light and happy atmosphere, their children experience their first loves: Natasha Rostova is in love with Boris Drubetskoy, the son of a friend of the Countess that the Rostovs have taken under their wing; Nicolai Rostov swears his love to his cousin Sonya, who is also living with the Rostovs.

			In St Petersburg, the Count Bezukhov, Pierre’s father, lies dying. Hostility is rampant among his potential heirs. Pierre is the only one who does not seem to understand the lowly matters on everybody’s minds. However, he is the one named in his father’s will when he dies. Pierre is now the very wealthy Count Bezukhov.

			In the countryside, in Lyssia Gory, on the estate of the Bolkonsky family, Prince Andrei is about to join the army and entrusts his wife to his father and sister’s care. Upon leave-taking, he shows the same coldness as usual, as well as a form of disdain towards his wife.

			Part 2

			In Austria, near Braunau, the general Kutuzov (1745-1813) reviews his troop. Prince Andrei, his aide-de-camp, takes part in a staff meeting with the superior officers; he observes from a distance the power plays in the highest spheres of the military system.

			Nicolai Rostov has enlisted in a hussar regiment and befriends his superior, captain Denisov. Naïve, fiery and a great admirer of the emperor Alexander I (1777-1825), Nicolai is eager to fight to prove his worth and his sense of honor.

			The Austrian general Mack (1752-1828) is defeated at Ulm (15-20 October 1805). The Russian army retreats behind Vienna and tries to operate a junction with the Austrian army. The Napoleonic army is coming after them. At the Enns pass, Nicolai receives his baptism of fire. The Russians are victorious at the battle of Krems. Prince Andrei is tasked with telling the news to the Austrian emperor Franz I (1768-1835). He is struck by the indifference of the Austrians and loses his illusions about power.

			General Bagration is sent to bar the way to the Napoleonic army under the command of Murat (Marshal of France and King of Naples, 1767-1815), to enable the Russian and Austrian armies to join. At the Battle of Schoengraben, Nicolai is lightly wounded.

			Part 3

			In St Petersburg, Pierre marries the sensuous and sumptuous Hélène, daughter of Prince Vasily. As for the latter, he goes with his son Anatol to Lyssia Gory, in order to set up a marriage between Anatol and the very wealthy, but ugly Princess Maria Bolkonskaya, Prince Andrei’s sister. However, as Maria catches Anatol seducing her lady companion, she refuses his marriage proposal.

			Nicolai Rostov, Boris Drubetskoy and Prince Andrei are all at Olmütz. With the support of Prince Andrei, Boris is made an aide-de-camp.

			Against the opinion of General Kutuzov, and Austro-Russian attack is decided on: it is the Battle of Austerlitz (2 December 1805). Prince Andrei, seriously wounded and left for dead, experiences a metaphysical crisis. He is left by the French army in the care of the local population. Nicolai Rostov, during the debacle, becomes aware of the Tsar’s weakness.

			Volume II

			Part 1

			In Moscow, Nicolai, back with his family, attends a dinner given in the honor of General Bagration. During the party, Pierre learns of the affair of his wife with Dolokhov and issues a challenge to him. He inflicts a light wound upon him, then, humiliated and disappointed, he severs his ties with his wife.

			In Lyssia Gory, everybody is mourning Prince Andrei, but he comes back in time for his wife’s deliverance. Unfortunately, Lise Bolkonskaya dies giving birth to a boy, Nicolai. Prince Andrei, whose near-death experience on the battlefield changed him deeply, feels guilty for his past conduct towards his wife and shows a new sensitivity.

			Around Christmas time in 1906, in Moscow, Nicolai Rostov is made aide-de-camp of the governor and leads the dissolute life of the idle young officers. He is namely introduced to high stake games by the sly Dolokhov and loses small fortunes. Dolokhov is Anatol Kuragin’s friend, who is also a rake. However, another side of this character is revealed through the hopeless love he has for Sonya. Yet the young woman remains true to Nicolai Rostov. However, the latter, changed by war, gradually detaches himself from her and leaves for the army again.

			Part 2

			Pierre, who is wealthy, but lost, does not know what to do with his life. Despite the requests of Prince Vasily Kuragin, he refuses to reconnect with his wife. On his way to St Petersburg, he meets a freemason. Believing that this could give meaning to his life, Pierre joins the order. He leaves his government estates in Kiev, with the intention of applying these new theories by abolishing serfdom. Nevertheless, lacking practical intelligence, he fails in his projects.

			In Lyssia Gory, Prince Andrei, closed off and pessimistic, is also working on his estates, but with far greater success. He is witness to his father’s constant abuse of his sister, but does not intervene. Princess Maria, devoted and pious, mortifies herself by submitting herself to her father’s irritated nature, while taking care of her nephew, who is somewhat neglected by Prince Andrei.

			Pierre, enthusiastic and naive, visits Prince Andrei, who is still in a melancholic mood. Their different natures do not prevent the strengthening of their friendship.

			Back in the army, Nicolai is glad to meet again with Denisov, but the latter was demoted for having stolen food for his famished company. Nicolai wants to intervene and asks Boris Drubetskoy for his help, which he refuses. He is an astonished witness of the Peace of Tilsit (25 June 1807) between Napoleon I (French emperor, 1769-1821) and Alexander I.

			Part 3

			Falling prey to a moral crisis, Prince Andrei, solitary and retired in his estates, frees his serfs and has schools built. He goes to the Rostov’s estate in Otradnoie (a region of Stalingrad) for business matters, and there he meets Natasha Rostov for the first time. She makes a strong impression on him. After this meeting, he decides to resume his service and goes to St Petersburg, where he meets the Prime Minister Speransky (1772-1839), whom he befriends, and takes an active part in the government.

			Pierre severs his ties with the freemasons, whom he deems too preoccupied with their own personal interests, and falls back into a somber mood. He takes his wife in again, but remains distant. Hélène has become one of the most preeminent people in Moscow and keeps a salon where important people gather. She has an affair with Boris, which torments Pierre. To his surprise, everybody believes his wife is very witty, though he thinks her very superficial.

			The Rostovs, back in St Petersburg, celebrate the wedding of their daughter Vera to Berg. They go to a ball hosted by a great lord, where Natasha officially makes her debut. Pierre, Prince Andrei, and the emperor, are among the guests. Prince Andrei dances with Natasha. He sees her again in the following days and they fall in love with each other. Before making his proposal, Prince Andrei goes to his father to obtain his approval, but old Prince Bolkonsky refuses and demands a one year delay. 

			Back in St Petersburg, Prince Andrei proposes to Natasha, tells her of the condition set by his father, then goes abroad.

			Part 4

			According to his parents’ wishes, Nicolai Rostov takes leave from the army and goes to Otradnoie. The family’s financial situation is getting worse, namely because of the profligacy and generosity of the Count, who is very bad at dealing with his affairs. Yet Nicolai continues to uphold a high standard of living. After hunting with hounds, he attends a popular party where Natasha, despite her sadness at her parting from Andrei, dances and sings. At that moment, she truly possesses the Russian spirit.

			Nicolai proposes to Sonya, to his mother’s despair, as she had hoped that he would marry a rich woman, which would be the only way to save the family from a financial disaster. The usually happy atmosphere at the Rostov’s is degrading. Nicolai leaves for the army again, while his mother remains in bed. The Count goes with Sonya and Natasha to Moscow, to let the Countess rest.

			In Moscow, Pierre leads an unhappy and purposeless life; the engagement of Natasha and Andrei has made him singularly unhappy. As for Boris Drubetskoy, by way of intrigue, he manages to marry a rich woman.

			Natasha and her father pay a visit to Prince Andrei’s father, who has taken his abode in Moscow, together with his daughter. The meeting is a disaster and upsets Natasha. Nevertheless, she takes part in the muscovite social life. She makes the acquaintance of Hélène and her brother Anatol. After courting her assiduously, Anatol manages to convince Natasha to elope with him. Natasha does not know that he is already married. The elopement is prevented at the last possible moment, but Natasha already wrote a letter ending her engagement to Prince Andrei. She becomes nervously ill and tries to poison herself. Pierre confronts Anatol Kuragin and demands that he leaves Moscow. He brings his support and friendship to Natasha.

			Volume III

			Part 1

			At the end of the year 1811, Napoleon enters in Poland and crosses the Niemen, the river marking the border with Russia, the emperor Alexander I sends the General Balashov (1770-1837) to bring a message to the French Emperor, who turns out to be a choleric, impetuous and heedless man.

			Prince Andrei, back in Russia and wounded by his breakup with Natasha, tries to find Anatol to take his revenge on him. Arriving at the camp of Driassa, he decides to leave the staff to enlist in the active army.

			Nicolai Rostov experiences the ups and downs of military life, in which he is now completely at ease. He takes part in the Battle of Ostrovnia, the first battle of the Russian Campaign (24 June – 30 December 1812), which ends with a French victory. The French continue their march towards Moscow.

			In Moscow, the emperor requests that the nobles take part in the war effort. Pierre gives money and serfs. He spends a lot of time with the Rostov family. Becoming aware of his feelings for Natasha, he decides not to see her again. Natasha, still ill, begins to develop religious feelings. The last son of the Rostovs, Petya, enlists in the army against his parents’ opinion.

			Part 2

			The French continue to progress towards Moscow and capture Smolensk. They are now a few miles away from Lyssia Gory, where the old Prince, Princess Maria and Prince Andrei’s son are.

			In St Petersburg, Kutuzov is promoted and put at the head of the army. The emperor does not like him, but Kutuzov is supported by public opinion.

			The Old Prince Bolkonsky and his daughter retreat to Bogucharov, on Prince Andrei’s own estates, not far away from Lyssia Gory. Unfortunately, the Old Prince dies of a stroke. The Princess tries to leave for Moscow, but is impeded by a revolt of her peasants. Nicolai Rostov, in Bogucharov with a part of
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