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					All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.

				

			

		

	
		
			To my mother, Dorothy McDonald, who now travels with me only in spirit.
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			About the Author

			Traveling isn’t just a pastime for Janice McDonald, it’s a lifestyle. She has traveled to all seven continents, producing videos, writing books and articles, and just simply exploring. Yet, she still gets a kick out of what she discovers in her own backyard in Georgia. A native of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Janice has called the Atlanta area home for more than half her life. She enjoys nothing more than discovering new places to see in her adopted state. A favorite rule of hers in any country is to avoid the main roads and take the road less traveled. She invites you to do the same as you get Off the Beaten Path in Georgia with her.
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			This book is about discovering new places and getting reacquainted with old familiar ones. A lot of people went with me on these journeys, both physically and figuratively. Some went along simply through the phone calls on the way. I lost my biggest supporter during this adventure. My dear mom, Dorothy McDonald, passed away unexpectedly as I was wrapping things up, but I know she will always continue on the adventures with me. I would like to thank my sisters, Paula Miles and Anna Boyce, who are always great to travel with. Offering suggestions and companionship were Barbara Lynn Howell, Steve Green, John Vlahakis, Karen Rosen, Sandee LaMotte, Ben Chappell, Kathleen Saal, and Sandra Holmes. There isn’t enough space to list all of the convention and visitor bureau personnel in various towns and counties who were willing to talk me through and to guide me. As always, I also want to thank the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the Georgia Department of Economic Development for their insight and guidance. 
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			Introduction

			I grew up a Carolina Girl and wasn’t sure I could love a place as much as I loved my home state. But Georgia has not just won me over; it has exposed me to an incredible state with spectacular sights, hidden wonders, and an amazing diversity in its natural habitats. 

			Getting off the beaten path to explore and discover those out of the way treasures has opened my eyes and many doors. It was a blast, and I would share each new discovery with friends and family. I have become the de facto tour guide for friends and family, getting calls from complete strangers referred to me by friends. The thing I drive home to each of them is to be open to something new. Trust the person who is sending you. The places you think you may not be interested in may turn out to be the places that leave the best lasting impressions.

			Georgia is blessed to have such history and such vastly different and unique places to discover within its borders. Its coastal beaches, islands, and marshes take me back to my Coastal Carolina roots, but no amount of describing can prepare you for the beauty. The Spanish moss–laden trees are hauntingly beautiful and the saltwater marshes change color with the sun. Passing through the midlands while farmers were plowing their fields caused me to pull over and watch them turn the red Georgia clay. Driving white-knuckled on the winding highways north of Helen during a foggy morning paid off as the sun burst through to reveal the mountains ahead. Georgia’s State Park system throughout is amazing, but the scenery in those parks in North Georgia can be breathtaking. If you can go one place, make it Anna Ruby Falls, especially after a rain.

			As you get away from the main highways, you will see that every stop on the road has a story and offers a unique draw. A covered bridge may offer a great photograph, but what if you learned it was built by a freed slave who taught his craft to four sons who also built bridges across the state? Or the large mound of earth you’re looking at holds the key to an ancient Indian tribe? Even a trail or stream is connected to the people who came through centuries ago and holds some sort of natural wonder worth diverting from the main road.

			But not all there is to see deals with the past. There are people to meet who are currently making their mark on Georgia and there’s much to see and do for the active. From kayaking or canoeing down the Suwannee River to hiking the Appalachian Trail, combing the beaches of barrier islands, or just kicking back and fishing. Try it all!

			Restaurant cost categories refer to the price of entrees without beverages, desserts, taxes, or tips. Those listed as inexpensive are $10 to $12 or less; moderate, between $12 and $19; and expensive, $20 and over. Places to stay listed as inexpensive are up to $100 per double per night; moderate, $101 to $200 per night; and expensive, $201 and up per night.

			Before you launch your off-the-beaten-path adventures, gather information from these sources: Georgia Dept. of Economic Development, Tourist Division (75 5th St. Northwest, Suite 1200, Atlanta, 404-962-4000, georgia.org) and Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Historic Sites Division (2 Martin Luther King Dr., Atlanta, gadnr.org). For general information call (800) 869-8420 from anywhere in the United States; in Metro Atlanta call (404) 656-3500. 

			The Parks Division’s Reservation Resource lets you make one toll-free call for campsites, cottages, picnic shelters, and lodge rooms throughout the system. Rates vary at different parks. Campsites, with electrical and water hookups, range from $20 to $30 a night. Completely furnished 1-, 2-, and 3-bedroom cottages are $80 to $200. Rates are higher on weekends and in certain seasons. Double rooms at state park lodges are $75 to $225. Call individual parks for exact rates. In metro Atlanta call (770) 389-PARK; anywhere else in the United States call (800) 864-PARK or go to georgiastateparks.org or gastateparks.org.

			An easy reference in exploring highways in Georgia is that exits are based on mile markers and will help you know how far you are from borders and towns.. For instance, exit 2, on I-75 in southeastern Georgia, is 2 miles from the Florida border. Exit 353, near the Tennessee border in northwestern Georgia, is 353 miles from the Florida border. For a brochure of the numbers, contact Georgia Department of Transportation (2 Capitol Sq., Atlanta, 888- 419-4368, dot. ga.gov).

			If you’re interested in a particular area, contact the local convention and visitors bureau or chamber of commerce.

			Facts about Georgia

			State tourism toll-free phone number: (800) VISIT-GA (847-4852). Free brochures for many locations are located at exploregeorgia.com/brochures

			Major Newspapers

			Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Augusta Chronicle, Macon Telegraph, Savannah Morning News, Columbus Enquirer, Athens Banner Herald, Rome News Tribune

			Population

			Georgia has 10.1 million people and is the nation’s eighth most populous state. 

			Major Metro Areas

				Atlanta, 5.6 million	Augusta, 583,600

				Savannah, 372,700 	Macon, 230,500

				Columbus, 314,000

			Size

			With 57,513 square miles, it is the largest state east of the Mississippi, 21st in the nation.

			Famous People

			
					39th President Jimmy Carter

					Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts

					Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

					Gone With the Wind author Margaret Mitchell

					Television and radio host Ryan Seacrest, from Dunwoody

					Rock bands Widespread Panic, R.E.M., and the B-52s, all from Athens

					T.L.C., the Black Crowes and OutKast are from Atlanta

					Country bands Lady Antebellum, Sugarland and Florida-Georgia Line are all from Georgia as are country singers Jason Aldean, Travis Tritt, Alan Jackson, Trisha Yearwood and Luke Bryan

					Academy Award–winning actress Julia Roberts, born in Atlanta and raised in Smyrna

					The Help author Kathryn Stockett lives in Atlanta

					Milledgeville novelist Flannery O’Connor (The Violent Bear It Away, Wise Blood)

					Columbus novelist Carson McCullers (The Member of the Wedding, The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter)

					Eatonton Pulitzer Prize–winning novelist Alice Walker (The Color Purple)

					Eatonton folk story author and humorist Joel Chandler Harris (Uncle Remus: Tales, Uncle Remus: His Songs & His Sayings)

					Moreland novelist Erskine Caldwell (God’s Little Acre, Tobacco Road) 

					Popular performers Ray Charles, Lena Horne, Otis Redding, Little Richard Penniman, bandleader Harry James, opera superstar Jessye Norman, songwriter Johnny Mercer, comedian Oliver Hardy

					Danielsville’s Dr. Crawford W. Long, who performed the world’s first painless surgery with ether in 1842

					Baseball’s “Georgia Peach” Ty Cobb, from Royston

					Actress Joanne Woodward, from Thomasville

					Actor Burt Reynolds, born in Waycross

					Actresses Dakota and Elle Fanning are from Conyers

					Actress Kim Basinger is from Braselton 

					Folk artist Howard Finster, from Summerville

					Western legend John “Doc” Holliday, born in Griffin

					Two-time Oscar-winning actress Jane Fonda, a part-time Atlanta resident

					Media mogul Ted Turner

					Pop singer Elton John, a part-time Atlanta resident

					1940s movie actress Miriam Hopkins, born in Bainbridge

			

			Public Transportation

			Atlanta has a rapid rail and public bus system, Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA). Other cities with public transportation systems are Macon, Savannah, Augusta, Athens, and Columbus.

			Reading for Kids 

			Joel Chandler Harris’s Uncle Remus: Tales and Uncle Remus: His Songs & His Sayings offer a historical prospective, but for the contemporary, check out the adventures of Eric Litwin and James Dean’s Pete the Cat.

			Climate

			Summers are hot and humid, especially in the southern half of the state and the coast; spring is beautiful and balmy; winters are usually mild, with some snow accumulation in the northern mountains; fall, especially in the northern areas and the mountains, is brisk and cool, with colorful foliage.

			Georgia Trivia

			Georgia has 159 counties, more than any other state except Texas (which is four times larger), and more than twice as many as almost-the-same-size Florida and Alabama. There’d be even more, but two counties went bankrupt in the 1920s and merged with Atlanta’s Fulton County.

			Elevations

			Georgia’s highest point is Brasstown Bald Mountain, 4,784 feet above sea level; lowest point is sea level on the Atlantic coast.

			Georgia’s hottest recorded temperature was 117 degrees Fahrenheit on August 20, 1980, at Greenville; the coldest was 17 degrees below zero in Floyd County (Rome) on January 27, 1940.

			Interesting Information

			You can travel around the world and never leave Georgia. Towns include Vienna (called VIE-enna), Cairo (KAY-ro), Berlin, Boston, Bremen, Hamburg, Rome, Milan, Athens, Arabic, and Sparta. You can shop at Bloomingdale and try to solve the secret of Enigma. Like Scarlett O’Hara, you’ll never be hungry in Peach, Bacon, Baker, and Coffee Counties. Don’t stub your toe on The Rock, and don’t Bogart that joint, my friend.

		

	
		
			Metro Atlanta

		

		
			Atlanta & Fulton County

			With a population of 5.6 million, Metro Atlanta is one of the nation’s fastest-growing and most diverse urban centers. New suburbs with cookie-cutter subdivisions and shopping malls, threaded by perpetually clogged freeways, sprawl in all directions. In the city of Atlanta—population 450,000—an energetic young population is busily reviving many older neighborhoods. Downtown has experienced a rebirth in the years following the 1996 Atlanta Summer Olympic Games.

			Centennial Olympic Park was created for the Olympic Games, transforming a blighted area into the centerpiece of new tourist activity. The park is now surrounded by new high-rise condos, hotels, retail shops, restaurants, and major new visitor attractions. In the 21-acre park, at Marietta Street and Andrew Young International Boulevard, you can sit in the sunshine and admire downtown’s striking skyline. If the weather’s warm, shuck your shoes and splash in the park’s Fountain of Rings and perhaps look for your name on the 500,000 bricks that pave the walkways. The Quilt of Dreams, made of brick and marble, tells the story of the largest games in Olympics history. The Southern Company Amphitheater has a stage that has regular performances.
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			Attractions include the Georgia Aquarium, opened in November 2005. It was the largest aquarium in the world until 2012 when it was surpassed by Marine Life Park in Singapore. As it is, the Georgia Aquarium’s tanks hold more than 10 million gallons of water. One tank alone is 8 million gallons. It’s home to the world’s largest fish, whale sharks destined to reach the size of school buses, and a supporting cast of over 120,000 fish and mammals from around the world. The ark-shaped aquarium is at 225 Baker St., (404) 581-4000, georgiaaquarium.org. Open daily. Tickets are $21.95 + tax, or $24.95 + tax for a combination that includes entrance to the Dolphin Tales show. Children under 3 are free. 

			The nearby Imagine It! The Children’s Museum of Atlanta (275 Centennial Olympic Park Dr., 404-659-5437, childrensmuseumatlanta.org) has scores of interactive ways to keep energetic youngsters busy. The museum was redesigned and reopened in 2015. Open daily. Age 3 and up $14.95, 2 and under free.

			The World of Coca-Cola attraction opened in summer 2007. For details, see the “I’ll Have a Co-Coler” sidebar, page 23. Get information on area attractions at the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce on the edge of the park (235 Andrew Young International Blvd., 404-880-9000).

			New to downtown in recent years is the National Center for Civil and Human Rights (100 Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd., 678-999-8990, civilandhumanrights.org), which shares the plaza and the Georgia Aquarium and World of Coke. Open Tuesday–Saturday, Adults $15, seniors & students $13, Children ages 7-12—$10 and children 6 and under free.

			For quick eats, step across Marietta Street to the food court and sit-down restaurants in the CNN Center atrium. You can take the Inside CNN Tour of the Cable News Network Studios and Turner Broadcasting Network and see news broadcast around the world. Fifty-five-minute tours begin every ten minutes. Adults $15, seniors and ages 12 to 18 $14, ages 4 to 12 $12, under age 4 admitted free. For information and reservations phone (404) 827-2300 or visit cnn.com/tour.

			A block from CNN is the football shaped College Football Hall of Fame (250 Marietta St., 404-880-4800, cfbhall.com). An interactive experience, this tribute to all things college football is open daily. Adults are $19.99, kids 3-12 $16.99, 3 and under are free.

			The best way to view it all may be from Skyview Atlanta (168 Luckie St., NW, 678-949-9023, skyviewatlanta.com). This giant Ferris wheel in across the street from Centennial Park. Tickets for those 13 and older are $13.50, Aged 3-12 $8.50, with 3 and under free. Groups can get discounts.

			West Midtown is one of the new “happening” neighborhoods in the heart of Atlanta. Spurred by the rebirth of downtown after the success of Centennial Park and the Georgia Aquarium growth, a once almost abandoned area of old warehouses and vacant lots has been reborn. Located just west of the park, bordered by Marietta Street and stretching at was as 8th Street NW, West Midtown, it is now the location for many of Atlanta’s hottest restaurants, trendy shops, coffee shops, galleries and cool loft residential complexes. 

			The King Plow Arts Center (887 W. Marietta St., 404-885-9933) is housed in a factory built in 1890 and is the anchor in what is called the Marietta Street Arts Corridor. It was followed by the ever popular Goat Farm Arts Center (1200 Foster St.) which has become a destination for people wanting to experience art in the making through visual and performance art. The Arts Corridor includes theaters, galleries and designer as well as architectural firms. 

			Galleries in West Midtown include Saltworks Gallery (1100 Howell Mill Rd., 404-865-1523), the Sandler Hudson Gallery (1000 Marietta St., #116, 404-817-3300), the Emily Amy Gallery (1000 Marietta St., #280, 404-877-5626), and the Jennifer Schwartz Gallery (675 Drewry St., 404-885-1080). They host an art crawl on the third Saturday of each month.

			The restaurant scene includes the hard-to-get-into-but-always-awesome Bacchanalia and its side kick Star Provisions (1198 Howell Mill Rd., 404-365-0410), upscale Southern fare at JCT Kitchen (1198 Howell Mill Rd., 404-355-2252) or amazing seafood with signature cocktails at The Optimist (914 Howell Mill Rd., 404-477-6260) The brick oven pizza at Antico (1093 Hemphill Ave. NW, 404-724-2333) is consistently rated the best in Atlanta and you can BYOB.

			Castleberry Hill is an arts district, downtown off the beaten path, but only a short walk west of Centennial Olympic Park and its numerous attractions. The neighborhood, a pie-shaped wedge bounded by Peters, Walker, and Nelson Streets, was once a bustling industrial area with packing plants, warehouses, and livery stables. In the early 1980s artists and other urban pioneers discovered the rundown buildings and commercial storefronts and began converting them into galleries and spacious loft apartments.

			Now almost a dozen art galleries and studios call Castleberry home. Loft conversions and new residential buildings are home to more than 600 permanent residences. Among the galleries that keep regular hours are Besharat Gallery (175 Peters St., 404-524-3660, besharatgallery.com), Blu Bisque (323 Nelson St. NW, 404-593-1431, blubisque.com), Liana Delgado Art Studio/Gallery (161 Mangum St., 770-366-5893, lianadelgado.com), and ZuCot Gallery (100 Centennial Olympic Park Dr., 404-380-1040, zucotgallery.com). It’s best to call in advance. The 2nd Friday Art Strolls held each month from 7 to 10 p.m. are the best way to take in all the galleries, including ones opened only for the stroll. Check the website, castleberryhill.org.

			There are a few restaurants which have become mainstays in the neighborhood. The Elliott Street Deli and Pub at 51 Elliott St. (404-523-2174, elliott
street.com), has become a local hangout and often hosts events like the annual Chili Cook-off or hot dog eating contest. Other restaurants and bars include No Mas! Cantina, a spacious 2-level Mexican eatery with loads of art and handicrafts and a big outdoor patio. An adjoining store with the same name sells handmade Mexican furniture and quality crafts (180 Walker St., 404-574-5624, nomascantina.com). A number of bars with late-night music are among the restaurants and galleries.

			The popular Atlanta Movie Tours (327 Nelson St. SW, 855-255-3456, atlantamovietours.com) leaves from Castleberry, taking guests on tours of locations used by Atlanta’s growing movie industry.

			
				
					METRO Atlanta’s top hits

					Ansley Park

					Antebellum and Victorian Newnan Driving Tour of Homes

					Atlanta Botanical Garden

					Atlanta Braves Baseball

					Atlanta History Center

					Atlanta Preservation Center

					The Big Chicken

					Centennial Olympic Park

					Center for Puppetry Arts

					Chattahoochee Nature Center

					Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area

					CNN Center studio tours

					College Football Hall of Fame

					Decatur Court Square

					Fernbank Museum of Natural History

					Fernbank Science Center

					The Fourth Ward

					Georgia Aquarium

					Herndon Home

					High Museum of Art

					Imagine It! The Children’s Museum

					Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park

					Lawrenceville Courthouse Square

					Lewis Grizzard Memorial Museum

					Little Five Points

					Marietta Town Square

					Martin Luther King National Historic District

					Michael C. Carlos Emory University Museum of Art and Archaeology

					National Center for Civil and Human Rights

					Norcross’s Historic Old Town

					Oakland Cemetery

					Panola Mountain State Conservation Park

					Pickett’s Mill Battlefield Historic Site

					Piedmont Park

					Roswell

					Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History

					Stone Mountain Village

					World of Coca-Cola

					Wren’s Nest

					Yellow River Wildlife Game Ranch

					Zoo Atlanta

				

			

			Downtown Atlanta’s Woodruff Park doesn’t have a lot of greenery, but on weekdays this open space at Peachtree, Marietta, and Decatur Streets is a prime people-watching location. At weekday lunch, the benches and small patches of grass fill up with Georgia State University students, office workers, street preachers, politicians, freelance musicians, and entertainers. Pick up a sack lunch at one of the numerous eateries around the park and sit back and watch the water wall and fountain at the north end of the park. Phoenix Rising, the large bronze sculpture at the park’s south end, symbolizes Atlanta’s rebirth after its Civil War destruction. Nearby Underground Atlanta (50 Central Ave., underground-atlanta.com) is undergoing a major transformation that will include new restaurants, shops and hotels.

			The Historic Fourth Ward Neighborhood just east of downtown is one of the city’s trendiest places to visit. It helps that the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic District and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change are both located at its heart at Auburn Avenue and Boulevard. The Fourth Ward was Dr. King’s neighborhood, and no doubt he’d be surprised to see the host of new restaurants and bars that now line Edgewood Avenue. The National Historic Site is run by the National Park Service and is open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is free to the public. The King Center is independent of the historic site and operated by the King family, but it is across the street at 449 Auburn Ave., (404) 526-8900, thekingcenter.org. It is also open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is free to the public.

			The Center is the meeting spot for the insightful Civil Rights Tour which takes you on a visit to some of the best and least known venues of the Civil Rights Movement. Conducted by Tom Houck, who was Dr. King’s driver, each tour gives a personal insight as to the events of that era. Because Houck is friends with many of the key players, it is not unusual to have someone as notable as Congressman John Lewis come along. Tours are every Sat at 10 a.m. and are $39 (atlantacivilrightstour.com, 404-816-1766).

			The Historic Fourth Ward Park at the eastern edge of the neighborhood offers a great place for kids and adults to play. It is part of the internationally acclaimed Atlanta Beltline development, which was conceived to connect all of Atlanta using old railroad paths. The Beltline has spurred the building of several live-work-play developments and plays host to many community events including a Lantern Parade each September. It also is adjacent to the Ponce City Market. Opened in 2015 in the 1926 Sears and Roebuck building, it is now home to shops and trendy restaurants as well as residential and office space (675 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE, poncecitymarket.com, 404-900-7900)

			North of downtown, the Midtown neighborhood, along Peachtree Street between Ponce de Leon Avenue and 16th Street, is one of Atlanta’s liveliest and most eclectic areas. Straight, metrosexual, and gay bars and dance clubs, restaurants of every stripe, hotels, shops, live theaters, and sleek high-rise condos line Peachtree, Tenth, and Juniper Streets and Piedmont Avenue.

			The Woodruff Arts Center (home of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Alliance Theater) and High Museum of Art, at 1280 Peachtree St., are the city’s cultural temples. In 2005, the High tripled its exhibition space with 3 new buildings and a central piazza, designed by Italian architect Renzo Piano. Make sure to check the schedule because the museum’s collections in general are world class and the limited-engagement exhibits draw large crowds. Past exhibits included one featuring hundreds of pieces of art from the Louvre, previously never seen outside of France. The High is open Tues to Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thurs 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sun noon to 8 p.m. Closed Mon and holidays. Adults $19.50, age 65 and over, as well as students are $16.50, ages 6 to 17 $12. Contact the museum at (404) 733-4400 or high.org.

			The Margaret Mitchell House and Gone With the Wind Museum (999 Peachtree St., 404-249-7015, gwtw.org,) includes 2 attractions associated with the best-selling novel and 1939 movie. Mitchell wrote her novel on the battered typewriter in her basement apartment in the restored Victorian boardinghouse she called “The Dump.” There’s a video about her life and her book, as well as letters, photos, and memorabilia. Opened in 1999, the GWTW Museum adjacent to the house is devoted to the movie, which premiered in Atlanta in 1939. Exhibits include movie scripts, props, costumes, set design sketches, the front door of the O’Hara family’s fictional Tara plantation house, and a portrait of Scarlett O’Hara (Vivien Leigh) in a blue dress, still showing a stain from a whiskey glass an angry Rhett Butler (Clark Gable) threw against it in the second half of the movie.

			Although Mitchell wrote only one novel, she was a prolific letter writer. In a letter to her mother-in-law in 1936, she describes the day she frantically gathered the GWTW manuscript to deliver to the editor of Macmillan Books: “For years [the manuscript] has been knocking about the house in about twenty very dirty manila envelopes. Some were under the bed . . . some were in the pot and pan closet. I had sixty first chapters, each worse than the other. So, I sat down and took off my garters and tore off a new first chapter. . . . It wasn’t until I got to the lobby of [the editor’s] hotel that I realized what I looked like, hatless, hair flying . . . my hastily rolled up stockings coming down around my ankles.”

			The museum is open Mon through Sat from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Sun noon until 5:30 p.m. Admission for the house and museum is $13 for adults, $10 for seniors and students, and $8.50 for children ages 6 to 17. Mitchell was struck and killed by a taxi on her beloved Peachtree Street, 4 blocks from the house, in 1949. She’s buried under a simple gravestone, with her married name Marsh, in downtown Atlanta’s historic Oakland Cemetery.

			One of the most interesting ways to delve into the city’s history is on a tour led by the Atlanta Preservation Center (404-688-3353, atlantapreservation
center.com). The center’s 9 walking tours from Mar through Nov focus on the city’s architectural and cultural heritage. The Fox Theatre tour (held throughout the year) takes you backstage at one of America’s last surviving 1920s “picture palaces.” Adorned with minarets, Moorish arches, Egyptian hieroglyphics, and a blue-sky ceiling that twinkles with electric stars, the Fox (404-881-2100) hosts a full schedule of touring musicals, concerts of all sorts, and a summertime classic movie festival. It’s at 660 Peachtree St. at Ponce de Leon Avenue.

			MARTA, the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority, is an up-to-date way to get around the city. The clean, 2-line rapid rail system intersects at Five Points Station downtown and is a swift way of getting to the Woodruff Arts Center/High Museum of Art, Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, and other attractions. 

			The MARTA bus system is a more comprehensive but much slower way of getting about. Fare for either is $2.50 one way, including transfers; for information call (404) 848-4711. Fares are lower with a long-term BreezeCard, available at rail stations. 

			If you are downtown, you may want to take advantage of MARTA’s new streetcar system which went online in 2014. The 2.5-mile loop connects Centennial Park to the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic site as well as most major tourist attractions in the downtown area. The cars run every 10 to 15 minutes and cost just $1 to ride. An all-day pass is available for $3 while a 5-day Visitor Pass is $10.

			For an ear on what’s happening, check Access Atlanta online at access
atlanta.com or pick up the “Go Guide” section in Friday’s Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. The alternative weeklies Creative Loafing and InTown Atlanta are all available in sidewalk boxes free.

			Ansley Park, a lovely neighborhood dating to the 1920s, is a quiet place to walk, drive, or ride a bike. On Peachtree Street at the Woodruff Arts Center/Colony Square area, turn east onto 15th Street and north onto Peachtree Circle and follow the meandering byways past sumptuous lawns and gardens skirting homes in a spectrum of styles. Stop for a picnic, a walk, or a giddy ride on a swing at Winn Park, at Peachtree Circle and Lafayette Drive. Follow a street called The Prado to Piedmont Avenue.

			Cross this busy street and you’re at the Atlanta Botanical Garden (404-876-5859, atlantabg.org). Take your time strolling through 30 acres of formal gardens, rose gardens, a Japanese garden, and a 15-acre hardwood forest with a marked walking trail or better yet, walk high above it all with the canopy walk. The concrete walkway climbs up to 40 feet, allowing you a bird’s eye view of the hardwood trees. Many state, regional, and national flower shows are held in the Day Building at the entrance. The Botanical Garden’s centerpiece is the Dorothy Chapman Fuqua Conservatory, with 16,000 square feet of tropical, desert, Mediterranean, and endangered plants. The Fuqua Orchid Center displays tropical orchids from around the world in their natural habitat. There’s also a gift shop and nice restaurant. Open Tues through Sun 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $18.95 for adults, $12.95 for ages 3 to 17; under age 3 free.

			After the Botanical Garden, wander into adjoining Piedmont Park. Dating back to 1887, the 189-acre park has tennis courts, a swimming pool, softball fields, playgrounds, and paved, auto-free roadways for jogging, hiking, biking, and rollerblading. In summer, the park’s lawns and hillsides fill up with tanning bodies. You can rent skateboards, in-line skates, roller skates, and bikes at Skate Escape (404-892-1292), across from the park at 1086 Piedmont Ave.

			The Virginia-Highland neighborhood, about 1.5 miles east of Piedmont Park, is one of the city’s favorite dining, shopping, and entertainment areas. It’s divided into 3 parts: From Ponce de Leon Avenue, a lively strip of restaurants, bars, coffee shops, and offbeat shops extends about 3 blocks north on North Highland Avenue; after a 3-block residential break, it comes back to life around the Virginia Avenue–North Highland Avenue corner; after another residential break, you’ll find more fun stuff at North Highland and Amsterdam Avenues and at another strip at North Highland and Morningside Drive.

			The Buckhead neighborhood, off Peachtree Street/Road about 6 miles due north of downtown, has long been Atlanta’s most splendid residential enclave. West of Peachtree Road, follow the green-and-white scenic drive markers past Spanish and Italian villas, French chateaux, Old English Tudor homes, and white-columned Greek Revival, Georgian, and even Japanese-style showplaces that preside over immense lawns and great stands of trees and flowering shrubbery. Some of the most beautiful homes are on West Paces Ferry, Andrews, Habersham, Blackland, Valley, and Tuxedo Roads.

			The neighborhood also has some of the city’s finest restaurants. Lenox Square and Phipps Plaza, tony malls at the Peachtree Road/Lenox Road intersection, offer the treasures of Gucci, Saks, Neiman Marcus, and other upscale retail chains.

			
				
					How Buckhead Got Its Name

					Buckhead, Atlanta’s most affluent, most fashionable neighborhood, owes its unique name to an early settler. In 1838, Henry Irby paid a few dollars for a small piece of wilderness near the modern-day intersection of Peachtree, Roswell, and West Paces Ferry Roads. He put up a tavern and a general store that became a meeting place for farmers, hunters, and tradesmen. One day while hunting in the dense woods, he shot a buck, posted the deer’s impressive head on his door, and christened the establishment The Buck’s Head Tavern. In time, the tavern gave its name to the entire neighborhood. Irby Avenue remembers the founding father.

				

			

			Famous part-time resident Elton John lives in the penthouse at Park Place, a high-rise condo at Peachtree and East Wesley Roads. Pop singer Janet Jackson also lives part-time in Elton’s building.

			You’ll have a better understanding of what makes Atlanta the kind of city it is after a day at the Atlanta History Center (404-814-4000, atlantahistorycenter.com). The tree-shaded, 30-acre sanctuary at 3101 Andrews Dr. includes 3 fascinating attractions: the insightful and very well done Museum of Atlanta History; the circa 1836 “plantation plain” Tullie Smith Farmstead; and the Swan House, an opulent Italian-Palladian villa, built in 1926 and appointed with European and Asian furnishings and set among formal gardens and terraced fountains. In 2017, the famous Cyclorama exhibit is scheduled to reopen. Originally located next to Zoo Atlanta for decades, this massive painting was moved to the History Center in 2015 for restoration. Forty-two feet high and 358 feet long, it depicts a crucial point In the July 22, 1864 Battle of Atlanta. Open daily. Admission is $16.50 for adults; $13 for seniors 65 and older and students ages 13 and over with ID; $11 for youths 4 to 12; children under 4 are free.

			The center has 6 signature exhibits, the largest of which is the Centennial Olympic Games Museum. The 27,500-square-foot, 3-story museum traces Atlanta’s dark-horse bid for the 1996 games, the building of venues, and a timetable of events at the 16-day games. Exhibits include medals dating to 1896, a collection of Olympic torches, and gifts to the city from the 197 participating teams. An interactive Sports Lab lets kids and adults test their skills against Olympic athletes.

			If you still pine for the flower-child days of the 1960s or feel like dyeing your hair electric blue or orange and skateboarding on the sidewalk, Little Five Points is your kind of place. You can be totally mainstream and still enjoy an outing at this Southern-style East Village/Soho area. Around the intersection of Moreland and Euclid Avenues, across Ponce de Leon Avenue from Virginia-Highland and about 3 miles east of downtown, you’ll find a cluster of good, inexpensive restaurants—Indian, Caribbean, Mexican, Italian, Cajun—coffee bars, bars with and without music, brew pubs, and funky shops selling vintage clothing and books on astrology, herbal medicine, and other esoteric subjects. Just like the good old days, street musicians perform for your pleasure and spare change.

			East Atlanta Village, off I-20 and Moreland Avenue about 10 minutes south of Little Five Points, is one of the more hidden old neighborhoods to get the Lazarus treatment. Young entrepreneurs have turned vacant storefronts around the Flat Shoals Avenue–Glenwood Avenue intersection into kicky shops with unique and offbeat gifts, art, antiques, and imports. The resurgent old neighborhood’s newfound diversity is reflected in inexpensive to moderately priced eateries that serve French, vegan, Italian, Australian, Caribbean, and contemporary American fare. Hot local bands draw the young and sleepless to The Earl (488 Flat Shoals Ave., 404-522-3950, badearl.com); Mary’s (1287 Glenwood Ave., 404-624-4411, marysatlanta.com) is a popular gay bar. For a quick pick-me-up, find a sofa at Joe’s East Atlanta Coffee House (510 Flat Shoals Ave., 404-521-1122). The anti-corporate java and dessert shop is the unofficial “living room” for urban pioneers, who meet for jolts of espresso while they read, study, and revel in the urban slacker lifestyle.

			Zoo Atlanta, in Grant Park (800 Cherokee Ave., 404-624-5600, zooatlanta.org), a few blocks from the Village and 2 miles from downtown, is a fun place to spend a day. A top attraction is the growing giant panda family. On loan from China, Lun-Lun and Yang-Yang are proud parents to twins Mei Huan and Mei Lan, born July 15, 2013. Their three older sons Xi-Lan (Chinese for Atlanta’s Joy), born August 30, 2008, Po (named for the lead character in the movie Kung Fu Panda), born November 3, 2010, and Mei-Lan (Chinese for “Lovely Atlanta”). born September 6, 2006, have all returned to China. The pandas spend a lot of time sleeping and munching bamboo, but when they move around and climb trees in their lavish habitat, you’ll wish you could rush in and give them a big bear hug. The zoo’s other big attraction is the Ford African Rain Forest, a natural habitat for families of silverback mountain gorillas. In early 2000, Willie B., the zoo’s beloved 41-year-old silverback—the king of the zoo since his childhood—died of old age. A life-size statue of the world-famous silverback is in the zoo’s sculpture garden. Other zoo habitats house more than 1,000 tropical birds, big cats, bears, giraffes, reptiles, and other exotic creatures from around the world. Open daily. Admission is $22.99 for adults, $17.99 for children 3 to 11.

			Atlanta has many other off-the-beaten-path attractions. Here are a few:

			Your suspicions that the government “has money to burn” will be confirmed when you visit the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s Monetary Museum. During your prearranged guided tour, you’ll see millions of dollars worth of damaged paper bills being shredded. You’ll receive a complimentary bag of Uncle Sam’s “confetti” and see “live” currency counted and sorted and sent out to Southeastern banks. The tour also takes you through the Visitors Center, where interactive and multimedia exhibits give in-depth lessons in the US economy. The Federal Reserve Bank is at 1000 Peachtree St., across from the Margaret Mitchell House, in Midtown Atlanta. To arrange a free tour, phone (404) 498-5500, or visit frbatlanta.org and search for “tours.” 

			The Robert C. Williams American Museum of Papermaking, on the Georgia Tech campus (500 10th St., 404-894-7840, paper.gatech.edu), takes you on a self-guided tour through thousands of years of paper and paper technology. “Pre-paper” exhibits include tree leaves from India, Egyptian papyrus, Indonesian bark, and other substances that ancient peoples used before the invention of the real thing, in China around AD 105. Contemporary exhibits feature North America’s first paper mill in 1690 and mills that produce paper in the 21st century. Papermaking workshops are held periodically. Open Mon through Fri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free admission.

			William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum (1440 Spring St., Midtown Atlanta, 678-222-3700, thebreman.org), explores the history of Judaism and Atlanta’s own rich Jewish history. In addition to 2 main galleries, the museum offers a genealogy center, extensive archives, a resources library, and changing exhibits such as “Shalom, Y’all,” a history of Judaism in the South. Open Mon through Thurs 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fri 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission for adults is $12; seniors 62 and over $8; students $6; children ages 3 to 6 $4. Age 3 and under free.

			Children as well as adults will enjoy the Center for Puppetry Arts (404-873-3391; puppet.org), on the northern edge of downtown at 1404 Spring St. The converted redbrick school building houses a fascinating puppetry museum and puts on a year-round program of puppet theatricals, some aimed at youngsters, others tailored for adults.

			Oakland Cemetery (oaklandcemetery.com, 248 Oakland Ave. at Memorial Drive, 404-688-2107), offers a look toward Atlanta’s past, right behind the ultramodern King Memorial MARTA Station. Established in 1850, Oakland’s redbrick walls enclose a wealth of architectural and cultural heritage. Victorian aristocrats are entombed in temple-like mausoleums, embellished with stained glass, gargoyles, and marble busts. You can walk through Confederate and Jewish sections; see the graves of the city’s firstborn child and other celebrities, such as Gone With the Wind author Margaret Mitchell, golf champion Bobby Jones, governors, mayors, and beloved pets; and spread a picnic lunch under the magnolia trees. Open daily. Free tours are conducted on weekends and self-guided tours are encourages. The cemetery supporters hold festivals and events to give insight as to the lives of their “residents” so check their website for activities.

			A MARTA train to West End Station and a bus connection or 3-block walk will bring you to the Wren’s Nest, the Victorian home of Joel Chandler Harris, creator of Br’er Rabbit, Br’er Fox, the Tar Baby, and other delightful critters who roam through his 1880s book, Uncle Remus: His Songs & His Sayings. Rooms are filled with furnishings and mementos of Harris and his family, editions of his book in many languages, and re-creations of his beloved characters. The house got its name when a mother wren decided that Harris’s wooden mailbox would be perfect for her brood. The mailbox now has an honored place among the Wren’s Nest’s treasures. Especially if you have children, try to visit when storytelling sessions are scheduled, which is every Sat at 1 p.m. Wren’s Nest (wrensnest.org, 1050 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd., 404-753-7735) is open Tues through Sat 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Admission is $9 for adults, $8 for senior citizens and teens, $6 for children ages 4 to 12.

			West of downtown, Herndon Home (587 University Place) is a landmark of black achievement. The dignified Beaux Arts–style mansion was built in 1915 by Alonzo Herndon, a former slave who founded Atlanta Life Insurance Company, the nation’s largest black-owned insurance firm. Herndon called the mansion “Diamond Hill” and it’s easy to see why. The 15 rooms showcase his remarkable life. Most of the antique furnishings and family photos are original. The Herndon Home is open Tues through Thurs 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., other days by appointment. Free admission. For more information call (404) 581-9813.

			
				
					AUTHOR’S favorites

					Atlanta Botanical Garden

					Atlanta Braves baseball

					Centennial Olympic Park

					Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area

					Court Square entertainment area in Decatur

					Georgia Aquarium

					Oakland Cemetery 

					Stone Mountain Park

					Virginia-Highland neighborhood

					World of Coca-Cola

					Zoo Atlanta

				

			

			Georgia’s 19th-century poet Sidney Lanier sang the praises of the Chattahoochee River in his idyllic “Song of the Chattahoochee.” The river rises in the North Georgia mountains and flows through metropolitan Atlanta on its way to the Gulf of Mexico.

			The Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, a 48-mile stretch of river and gentle rapids flowing between wooded palisades, is the focus for recreational pursuits of all sorts. From spring through fall, Atlantans love to set their rafts, canoes, and kayaks loose in the river for a lazy day of relaxation. Sturdy 4-, 6-, and 8-person rafts may be rented from Shoot the Hooch at the Chattahoochee Outdoor Center (1990 Island Ford Pkwy., 770-395-6851). If rafting isn’t your pleasure, you can also spread a picnic, hike, bike, jog, bird-watch, and exercise on the 22-station fitness trail. The park’s main entrance is at US 41 and the Chattahoochee River bridge. Contact the Park Superintendent at 1978 Island Ford Pkwy., (770) 399-8070, nps.gov/chat. There is a $3 entrance fee.

			The river’s fauna and flora are celebrated at the Chattahoochee Nature Center (9135 Willeo Rd., Roswell, 770-992-2055, chattnaturecenter.com). The private, nonprofit natural-science center’s exhibits of plants and wildlife, special programs, and workshops are in a tranquil 50-acre setting by the riverbank, about 20 miles north of downtown Atlanta. Guided walks on Sat and Sun at noon and 2 p.m. weave through 20 acres of nature trails and along a 1,400-foot boardwalk over the river. You can also pick up a brochure and take a self-guided tour. Make a full day of it with a picnic lunch. Check the schedule, because there is almost always something special planned for families and kids. The center is open Mon through Sat from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun from noon to 5 p.m. Adults $10, seniors $7 and ages 3 to 12 $3.

			On December 22, 1853, Mittie Bulloch, a Roswell debutante, married New Yorker Theodore Roosevelt in the dining room of Bulloch Hall, her family’s Greek Revival showplace. The happy couple, of course, had no inkling of the far-reaching consequences of their union. After the nuptials, they moved to New York and in 1858, had a son, Theodore, who became our 26th president when William McKinley was assassinated in 1901. Their other son, Elliot, had a daughter, Eleanor, who married her cousin Franklin.

			In 1905, President “TR” made a sentimental journey to his mother’s ancestral home. If he came back today, he’d find Bulloch Hall looking pretty much as it was when his mother was a blushing bride.

			Mittie’s father, Maj. James Stephens Bulloch, grandson of Georgia’s Revolutionary War Gov. Archibald Bulloch, built the house in 1839, the same year Roswell King, a Connecticut Yankee, founded the town and built textile mills on the Chattahoochee River.

			One of the South’s rare examples of pure temple-form architecture, with a fully pedimented portico, Bulloch Hall is one of more than 100 Roswell structures on the National Register of Historic Places. In 1978, the city of Roswell purchased the house and 16 acres and opened it to the public. A few of the Bulloch family’s original furnishings are complemented by period pieces. Modern brides say their vows in the same dining room where Mittie said hers. A reenactment of Mittie and Theodore’s wedding is a highlight of “Christmas in Roswell,” which also includes Victorian holiday decorations, high teas, parades, seasonal storytelling, and the lighting of the town square.

			Bulloch Hall (180 Bulloch Dr., Roswell, 770-992-1731), is open Mon through Sat from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sun 1 to 3 p.m. No tickets are required to tour the grounds, but for the home, adult admission is $8, seniors $7, students 6 to 18 $6, under 6 are free. Another noteworthy historical site is Archibald Smith Plantation, an 1845 cotton farm, with 12 original buildings, at 935 Alpharetta St., Roswell, (770) 641-3978. The farm is probably one of the best examples of historical and cultural interpretation of 19th century farm life in the region. Open Mon through Fri from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Adult admission $18, $15 for students.

			Teaching Museum North, in a former elementary school at 791 Mimosa Blvd., Roswell, (770) 552-6339, is a good place to learn about the history of Roswell, the state of Georgia, and the United States. The Roswell Room’s exhibits depict the town’s antebellum homes and other buildings spared by the Civil War. A mural traces the region’s history from Native Americans to the present. Georgia’s many authors, including Pat Conroy, Flannery O’Connor, Sidney Lanier, Alice Walker, Margaret Mitchell, James Dickey, Eugenia Price, and Erskine Caldwell, are honored in the Writers Corner. Other rooms showcase Georgia’s economic, political, and social history; US presidents; transportation; and the changing role of women in America. Open Mon through Fri 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free to public but donations are appreciated. Study guides are available through their website: teachingmuseumnorth.org. 

			
				
					Where’s the Olympic Stadium?

					If you’d like to visit Atlanta’s Olympic Stadium, you’ll have to take a swing by Turner Field on Hank Aaron Drive. The stadium where the 1996 Summer Games opening and closing ceremonies and track and field events were held was ingeniously constructed so that
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