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“The stories we love best do live in us forever,
so whether you come back by page or by the big screen, Hogwarts
will always be there to welcome you home.”

 – J.K.
Rowling[1]
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Chapter 1: The
Spell

 


Harry Potter fans will agree that J.K.
Rowling is a great writer. She wrote an intriguing plot and theme,
interesting characters, descriptive settings, and a compelling
conflict, essential for any good story. Rowling threw in a magical
school of wizardry, some interesting creatures, and abracadabra she
had herself a hit, right? Well, not exactly, and I am not referring
to the marketing efforts to get the Potter books to the public’s
attention. That is an important piece, but good marketing doesn’t
create a successful book, or turn it into a blockbuster film series
for that matter. There are plenty of authors and books that fulfill
all of the above criteria, but still fall into obscurity. So what
is it about Harry Potter?

Harry Potter is obviously not the first
successful book or movie franchise. There are such memorable works
as: The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum, The Hobbit and
the The Lord of the Rings Trilogy by the brilliant J.R.R.
Tolkien in the first half of the 20th Century, and the Star
Wars saga created by the imaginative genius of George Lucas in
the second half of the 20th Century. Okay, so what do all of these
have in common?

 First of all, I would
have to call on the insightful work of Joseph Campbell in order to
tie them together. In Campbell’s books, he writes about myths and
legends that stand the test of time[2]. In these myths, there
are archetypal figures, such as The Fool, The Absent Father, and
The Wise Teacher, to name just a few. If we take a look at the
stories above, we will notice common threads: Dorothy was raised by
her aunt and uncle, Harry Potter is an orphan, Bilbo’s father and
Frodo’s father are absent, and Luke Skywalker’s father is the
infamous Darth Vader; all of these characters are young and
innocent heroes pulled into an adventure; and they are mentored by
wise teachers the likes of the traveling salesman, Dumbledore,
Gandalf, Obi-Wan Kenobi, and Yoda.

Of course what story would be complete
without a gripping shadow character, such as Voldemort, Sauron,
Darth Vader, or The Wicked Witch of the West? Now I could go on
with a list of other archetypal characters (e.g. Threshold
Guardian, Herald, Shapeshifter, Trickster, etc.) and stages of the
hero’s journey, but I think that there is something deeper than
simply formula. I do not want to trivialize Joseph Campbell’s
immense research and wisdom, because I definitely think that there
is major significance to these archetypes, and I believe that the
reader can relate to the hero’s journey of adventure, refusing the
call, the road back, etc., but I also believe that there is an even
more significant draw for readers.
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Chapter 2: Hogwarts, Middle Earth, Oz, A Galaxy
Far, Far Away…

 


It seems to me that the draw for readers is
that they find themselves in an altered state in realms such as
Hogwarts, Middle Earth, Oz, or a Galaxy Far, Far Away. What do all
of these places have in common? They have the same thing in common
with Camelot, Narnia, Neverland, Wonderland, or Santa Claus’s North
Pole. Simply put, they are magical lands that pique the
imagination. Believe it or not, these places also represent a real
place! They intrigue us because they hint at something that we
intuitively sense is our true dwelling, beyond the “mundanity” of
this life on Earth.

 This place is
often referred to by such names as the afterlife, the other world,
or the astral realm[3]. The astral realm is where we go when we
sleep and after we “die.” Sometimes we remember this realm as
dreams. Actually, this astral realm is our true home and our astral
bodies that live in it are our real selves, whereas our “physical”
world is a denser and apparently limited world. In the astral
realm, we can fly and instantly manifest things with our thoughts.
In this Earthly realm, we are bound by gravity, and things take an
apparent time to manifest. We grow impatient in this world for that
exact reason, and we get frustrated because we feel so limited.
This 3D reality offers us a very unique myriad of experiences, but
it feels a lot more limited nonetheless.

 


“You used to be much more…muchier. You’ve
lost your muchness.” – Alice in Wonderland

 


When the universe was first created, it began
at an extremely high frequency, obviously very close to the
Intelligent Consciousness that created it. As the universe cooled,
however, its frequency slowed and became denser. Regardless, the
higher frequencies always provided the connection and life to the
lower ones—the lower ones being our physical world and our bodies
with which we identify. From this viewpoint, the concept of death
is comical. If anything, it is our higher vibrational selves who
“die” in order to dense down to this reality. This reminds me of
the line from the first Back to the Future movie when McFly
says to his wife to be, “You are my density.” Of course he meant,
“You are my destiny,” but his “mistake” spoke volumes!

 Dorothy kept
this connection via her “silver” slippers (they were made ruby for
the movie for visual impact)—astral travelers have testified to a
silver cord attached via the navel[4]. From this standpoint, it
would seem that The Wicked Witch is playing the role of Death,
since it is her desire to sever this connection, but to no avail
without Dorothy’s permission. Death as a distinct entity shows up
in other stories, such as the Grim Reaper in A Christmas
Carol and the dark being in The Mothman Prophecies.

Harry Potter studying at Hogwarts, and Luke
Skywalker learning to be a Jedi Master, however, sets these heroes
apart from the others. They are consciously choosing to bring this
reality into theirs. Harry is learning magic at Hogwarts and Luke
is learning to use The Force from the Jedi Masters. This point is
extremely relevant in our western culture and should not be
trivialized, especially in this day and age when so many people are
seeking a savior outside of themselves. Many of us are awakening to
realize that we are the ones who we’ve been waiting for and we are
quite capable of solving our own problems. In their hero’s
journeys, both Harry and Luke are thrust into worlds that cause
them to stretch beyond their comfort zones and force them to
realize that they are capable of much more, and truly become their
own saviors.

There are almost 2 billion Christians on
Earth—almost a third of the human population—and I believe that
Christianity is going through a catharsis. Based on the New
Testament, Jesus was intending to teach humanity that we are
capable of “magic.” When speaking of his own miracles, Jesus said
to his disciples, “…greater works than these shall he do.” [John
14:12] It is important to mention here that the word discipline
stems from the word disciple, because it takes discipline and
practice to train the mind to break free of mental conditioning to
be able to perform magic/miracles. For the last 2,000 years,
however, the Catholic Church has placed themselves between Jesus’
teachings and the populace.

 


“The most potent weapon in the hands of
the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.” – Stephen Biko

 


All of us were born with the innate ability
to transcend physical limitations, but we need to unlearn all of
the self-imposed limitations first. It was the Church that turned
Jesus into some “God” or “Son of God” and put him up on a
pedestal.

 Most people
don’t realize that, like Harry Potter, Jesus attended his own
Hogwarts of sorts. Jesus had a very wealthy uncle who took him
around the world to study with secret societies and mystery
schools. He studied with the Druids on the British Isles, the
Egyptians in the Great pyramids, and the monks in Tibet. The
Lost Years of Jesus by Elizabeth Clare Prophet and the Books by
Dolores Cannon[5] touch on this. We are familiar with
The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown, which was based on the book
Holy Blood Holy Grail by Henry Lincoln, Michael Baigent, and
Richard Leigh, which addresses the legacy of Jesus through Europe
via royal families and the Knights Templar. But all of this aside,
the fact is that even Jesus had to study and train to unplug from
“The Matrix” in order to be able to walk on water, heal the sick,
create food out of nothing, and raise the dead.
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Chapter 3: You Are a Wizard, Not Just Some Wimpy
Kid!

 


Our parents, siblings, friends, neighbors,
community, and news media condition us, as do the schools created
to “educate” us. We become the wimpy kid in Diaries of a Wimpy
Kid, trying to fit in with everyone and everything else, when
really we should be trying to unplug from the matrix so that we can
be free.

 


“I can’t tell you the key to success, but
the key to failure is trying to please everybody.” –Heath
Ledger, Actor

 


 We live in a
friendly universe, but there is a very small fraction of that
universe that makes this small experience on Earth a challenge
because the rest of us feed it our fear energy…so let’s stop
feeding the matrix! According to the legend, a vampire cannot step
into your home unless you invite it in. We can also protect
ourselves by envisioning ourselves protected by an invisible force
field or an energy egg. Harry Potter could conjure The Patronus
Charm by saying, “Expecto Patronum,” but we can do it with our
hearts and minds. Some people can see this energy field or “aura”
whereas most of us cannot, but this does not mean that it doesn’t
exist. As a matter of fact, this energy can be photographed using
Kirlian photography—a collection of photographic techniques used to
capture the phenomenon of electrical coronal discharges[6].

 


“I’m trying to free your mind, Neo. But I
can only show you the door. You’re the one who has to walk through
it.” – Morpheus, The Matrix

 


Harry Potter also possessed an invisibility
cloak. There is a modern technology that scientists are working on
that can bend light around an object so that the object cannot be
seen. When I was a child, I thought up this concept of bending
light for invisibility purposes and now they are doing it! You
don’t need technology, however, to be invisible. You can literally
be on a different wavelength than someone else so that his or her
mind won’t perceive you. You could walk right past people and they
wouldn’t see you.

 There was a
man hypnotized who was told that he would not be able to see his
daughter when she walked into the room. Sure enough, he looked
around the room but could not see her, even when she stood directly
in front of him. Not only that, but he was able to read the
hypnotist’s watch when it was held behind the daughter’s
back[7]. It wasn’t just a matter of not seeing
her, but actually seeing through her! How is this possible? Because
everything is just open space and wave patterns. If our mind
believes or doesn’t believe something, then it will only perceive
those wave patterns that match those beliefs.

 


“We only see what we want to see; we only
hear what we want to hear. Our belief system is just like a mirror
that only shows us what we believe.” ─ Miguel Angel Ruiz,
Author of The Four Agreements


Harry possessed the ability to control energy
with his wand. Energy is all around us, and the Chinese refer to it
as “Chi.” In Feng Shui, it is very important where we place objects
in our environment. The world around us is comprised of many unique
vibrations, which the Chinese have grouped into the elements of
Earth, Fire, Wood, Metal, and Water. According to Feng Shui, we
need a balance in our environment of all of them. Through thousands
of years of observation, it has been determined that there is a
flow of energy, which is directed, amplified, or calmed by various
elements. A sharp object, such as a wand or crystal, for example,
would direct energy. This is why our mothers taught us “not to
point” or “it’s rude to point.” We send energy through our
fingertips.

 We can also
draw energy through our left hand as well, using what is known as
“pyramid technology” [8]—pyramids draw in energy at the point and
create a spiraling vortex similar to a tornado or whirlpool. It is
not surprising that Christians pray with their hands together
creating a point, and the Hindus hold their hands similarly over
their heads. The amount of energy that we control is dependent upon
our personal belief system and humanity’s collective belief
system.

If it weren’t for the brilliant writings of
Rod Serling in The Twilight Zone, I honestly don’t think
that I would have been open
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