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Foreword
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Forward Vision is about moving forward, writing down goals, living in purpose, and overcoming challenges. It’s about preparing for the ultimate destination and being ready for the next phase.
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The Ticking Clock and the Itching Palms

Time is constantly moving forward, whether we’re ready or not. The rhythmic ticking of a clock can be a powerful motivator, as each second that passes brings us one step closer to our goals or further away from them. The ticking serves as an urgent reminder that opportunities won’t wait forever.

This pressurized sense of time creates an “itch” – an inner drive to take action and make progress. The longer we go without scratching that itch through meaningful work towards our ambitions, the more it builds and intensifies. The most successful people are persistent itch-scratchers, constantly taking steps to achieve their goals before the chances slip away.

We’ve all felt that itch for something more – for achievement, for impact, for growth. It’s the feeling that pushes entrepreneurs to turn ideas into businesses, artists to create, scientists to experiment, and ambitious professionals to chase promotions and dream jobs. Without that inner itch, we risk settling for complacency.

Reflective Question: How does the ticking clock influence your actions and motivate you to scratch your ambition’s itch? Do you feel its pressure bearing down on your goals, or do you wish you had a greater sense of urgency from the relentless forward march of time?

Call to Action: Identify one major goal or ambition that giving you an insatiable itch to achieve it. What is the first concrete step you can take today, this week, or this month to start scratching that itch? Outline that first step to harness the power of the ticking clock as motivation.
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Vision Chasers

What separates the dreamers from the achievers? The key distinction is that achievers are “vision chasers” – they don’t just imagine visions of success, but they actively pursue them.

Having a vision for what you want to accomplish is powerful, but it is ultimately futile if you don’t put in the hard work to make it a reality. Being a true vision chaser means living with relentless forward momentum, constantly taking concrete steps towards making your vision a tangible achievement.

Vision chasers show up every single day to their crafts, projects, and goals. They make sacrifices to devote their time and energy towards turning their visions into reality. They navigate obstacles and failures with resilience, learning and adjusting their course along the way. They are protectors of their visions, safeguarding their dreams from the dreamkillers of complacency and procrastination.

While vision chasers certainly still dream and visualize their ambitious goals, they don’t merely daydream – they chase those visions into reality through daily action. Their visions are not distant horizons, but driving forces propelling them forward, step-by-step.

Reflective Question: What vision are you currently chasing, and why is it so important to you? What future are you working diligently to make a reality?

Call to Action: Write down your overarching vision as a vision chaser. What are the concrete steps you can take and habits you can build to more actively chase that vision? Outline your action plan for ardent pursuit of your dreams.
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The 100 Acre Vision

While many get stuck with a “backyard” mindset, envisioning their ambitions only within their immediate surroundings, the most successful vision chasers take a wider view. Like Winnie the Pooh exploring the full Hundred Acre Wood, they have a “Hundred Acre Vision” – a broad, boundary-stretching perspective on what’s possible.

A Hundred Acre Vision means you don’t limit yourself based on what’s right in front of you. You see the entire playing field and landscape of opportunities. It means aiming farther than just the next job promotion, academic degree, or business milestone, but considering the full scope and impact you hope to make in your industry, community, and beyond.

With a Hundred Acre Vision, you connect how your daily efforts are leading towards those bigger, broader achievements over many years and decades. You make moves not just for the present moment, but for lasting legacy. This expanded vision helps prioritize and clarify which paths and opportunities are truly worthwhile to pursue.

Narrowly focused visions may get you to the edge of the backyard, but ultimately leave you boxed in. A Hundred Acre Vision liberates you to explore wide open fields of potential and possibility. Act with that grand vision in mind and no accomplishment is too grand, no impact too large, no legacy too influential.

Reflective Question: How does your current guiding vision and ambitions extend outside of your immediate circumstances and community? Are you taking a narrow or expansive view when envisioning the future you want to create?

Call to Action: Stretch your vision further to take in more of the Hundred Acre Wood of potential that surrounds you. What new openings or opportunities come into view from this wider, broader, multi-decade and maximum impact perspective? Revise and expand your vision accordingly.
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