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In this book, I have compiled English phrases containing two or more words. Each of these phrases comprises at least one tough English word. The meaning of the tough English word in every phrase has also been given. Example sentences have also been provided for many advanced phrases.
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01—abandoned building / abandoned mines / abandoned orphan / abandoned pets and strays / abandoned street / abandoned vehicles

[meaning of abandoned: ‘left completely and no longer needed]

Example Sentence: Abandoned vehicles can cause a nuisance by obstructing roads, traffic and pedestrians.

02—abatement notice

[meaning of abatement: ‘the reduction or removal of a nuisance’]

Example Sentence: A person served with an abatement notice may appeal against the notice to a magistrate’s court.

03—aberrant behavior / aberrant individuals

[meaning of aberrant: ‘departing from an accepted standard or usual course’]

Example Sentence: Should the teachers and administrators tolerate the aberrant behavior of the students?

04—abhorrent acts / abhorrent crime / abhorrent deed / abhorrent fraud / abhorrent practice / abhorrent trade

[meaning of abhorrent: ‘causing hatred, especially for moral reasons’]

Example Sentence: He shall be put to death since he has committed an abhorrent deed.

05—abiding affection / abiding hostility / abiding influence / abiding love / abiding notice / abiding tradition

[meaning of abiding: (of a feeling, memory or an idea, etc.) lasting a long time without change']

Example Sentence: I have a deep and abiding affection for my birthplace. | Land use regulations have an abiding influence on our lives.

06a—abject despair / abject misery / abject poverty / abject terror

[meaning of abject: ‘extreme and without hope’]

Example Sentence: They are dealing with abject despair and complete disillusion.

06b—abjectly poor

[meaning of abjectly: ‘in an utterly hopeless manner’]

Example Sentence: More than a billion people in the world are abjectly poor.

07a—abominable deed / abominable laws / abominable scene / abominable system

[meaning of abominable: ‘very bad and shocking’]

Example Sentence: Some states have passed abominable laws that are a disgrace to democracy and to our society

07b—abominably rude / abominably cruel

[meaning of abominably: ‘in a very bad or unpleasant way’]

08—aboriginal civilization / aboriginal inhabitants / aboriginal times / aboriginal tribes

[meaning of aboriginal: ‘relating to the people who existed in a region from the earliest time; primitive’]

09—abortive attack / abortive attempt / abortive bid / abortive campaign / abortive expedition / abortive infection / abortive insurrection / abortive negotiations / abortive rebellion / abortive treatment

[meaning of abortive: ‘failed, unsuccessful’]

Example Sentence: They led an abortive rebellion against the government

10—abrasive chemical / abrasive compounds / abrasive materials / abrasive personality

[meaning of abrasive: ‘showing little concern for the feelings of others | causing damage, wear, or removal of surface material by grinding or rubbing’]

Example Sentence: We can't hire anyone with an abrasive personality liable to annoy customers and co-workers, | She applied abrasive chemicals and rubbed them down to clean rust off knives.

11—abridged edition / abridged story / abridged translation / abridged version

[meaning of abridged: ‘(of a piece of writing) having been shortened’]

Example Sentence: That was an abridged edition of the author's previous three-volume work.

12a—abrupt change / abrupt departure / abrupt dismissal / abrupt end / abrupt exit / abrupt halt / abrupt response / abrupt slope / abrupt transition

[meaning of abrupt: ‘sudden’]

Example Sentence: His promising career in football was brought to an abrupt end by injury.

12b— considerable abruptness / remarkable abruptness / startling abruptness

[meaning of abruptness: ‘the quality of being sudden, unexpected, and sometimes unpleasant’]

Example Sentence: He stopped with a remarkable abruptness and said something to my coach.

13—absolutist ideas / absolutist monarchy / absolutist regime / absolutist system / absolutist tendencies

[meaning of absolutist: ‘the principle or the exercise of complete and unrestricted power in government’]

Example Sentence: They intended to strengthen the power and rule of the absolutist regime.

14—abstemious habits

[meaning of abstemious: ‘not doing things that give you pleasure, especially avoiding eating good food or drinking alcohol’]

Example Sentence: He was a man of abstemious habits and much simplicity of character. | They live an abstemious lifestyle and spend much of their time in meditation,

15—abstinent person

[meaning of abstinent: ‘restraining from eating or drinking because of ethical reasons’]

Example Sentence: To convert him from a heavy drinker to an abstinent person has been one of the biggest challenges of his life.

16a—abundant evidence / abundant precaution / abundant production / abundant resources / abundant workforce

[meaning of abundant: ‘available or existing in large quantities]

Example Sentence: Their project site is in a location with easy access to power, highways, and an abundant workforce.

16b—abundantly clear / abundantly evident / abundantly sufficient

[meaning of abundantly: ‘in a way that is more than enough’]

17—abysmal failure / abysmal ignorance / abysmal performance / abysmal record / abysmal weather

[meaning of abysmal: ‘extremely bad or unpleasant or of a very low standard’]

Example Sentence: The football coach apologized for the team's abysmal performance.

18—Judicial accountability

[meaning of accountability: ‘an obligation or willingness to accept responsibility’]

Example Sentence: Judicial accountability is crucial, but cannot be used as a tool for reprisal against judges.

19—accursed creature / accursed family / accursed place

[meaning of accursed: ‘under a curse; ill-fated’]

Example Sentence: They embarked on a stormy odyssey to an accursed place.

20—acoustic instruments / acoustic properties

[meaning of acoustic: ‘relating to sound or hearing’]

21—acrimonious controversy / acrimonious dispute / acrimonious election / acrimonious relationship / acrimonious situation

[meaning of acrimonious: ‘angry, bitter and very critical’]

Example Sentence: In a bitterly divisive and acrimonious election, the incumbent prime minister and his party won a fourth term in power.

22—adamant opposition

[meaning of adamant: ‘unwilling to change your opinion, decision or mind’]

Example Sentence: Their proposals have met with adamant opposition from the local authorities.

23—adamantine solidity / adamantine bond / adamantine luster

[meaning of adamantine: ‘unable to be broken’]

Example Sentence: She has gained an adamantine bond with each of her students.

24—adhesive material / adhesive paper / adhesive pastes / adhesive surface / adhesive tapes

[meaning of adhesive: ‘something sticky that holds things together’]

Example Sentence: The adhesive tapes have high resistance to temperatures.

25—adjacent land / adjacent room

[meaning of adjacent: ‘(of two things) next to each other’]

Example Sentence: Some of their rooms have pocket doors that can be connected to the adjacent room.

26a—adorable baby / adorable kittens / adorable puppy

[meaning of adorable: ‘extremely attractive, charming, or appealing’]

Example Sentence: Adorable kittens can make you feel happy.

26b—adorably fashionable

[meaning of adorably: ‘in an attractive and charming way’]

27—adroit diplomacy / adroit management / adroit negotiations / adroit politicians / adroit technique / adroit tongue

[meaning of adroit: ‘clever or skillful’]

28—adulterated milk / adulterated food

[meaning of adulterated: ‘lessened in purity by the addition of a foreign or inferior substance’]

Example Sentence: Spices are among the top five most commonly adulterated food types. | Adulterated food can cause cancer, insomnia and other neurological problems.

29—adventitious circumstances / adventitious forces / adventitious roots

[meaning of adventitious: ‘happening as a result of an external factor; unexpected or unplanned’]

30—adversarial group / adversarial litigation / adversarial proceedings / adversarial relationships

[meaning of adversarial: ‘involving two sides who oppose each other’]

31—aesthetic appeal / aesthetic value

[meaning of aesthetic: ‘concerning the artful or pleasant appearance of sb/sth’]

32—agglutinative dialects / agglutinative idioms

[meaning of agglutinative: ‘(in language) tending to join or capable of joining’]

33—aggrieved citizens / aggrieved employee / aggrieved party

[meaning of aggrieved: ‘angry, hurt, offended and unhappy because of unfair treatment’]

34—agitated expression / agitated face / agitated period / agitated question / agitated state / agitated times / agitated tones / agitated voice

[meaning of agitated: ‘feeling or appearing troubled, fearful or nervous’]

35a—agonizing blow / agonizing death / agonizing defeat / agonizing fear / agonizing memories / agonizing pain / agonizing sobs / agonizing truth / agonizing wait

[meaning of agonizing: ‘causing great physical or mental pain’]

Example Sentence: He is looking to bounce back from his agonizing defeat in the World Chess Championships.

35b—agonized cry / agonized question / agonized sigh

[meaning of agonized: ‘showing or feeling great physical or mental pain’]

36—allegorical interpretations / allegorical method / allegorical poems / allegorical representation / allegorical tales

[meaning of allegorical: ‘containing a moral or hidden meaning through symbols’]

Example Sentence: Allegorical tales and myths are not easily translatable or culturally transferable.

37—allusive writings

[meaning of allusive: ‘(of speech, text, art) full of indirect references to people or things’]

38—alluvial clay / alluvial deposits / alluvial lowlands / alluvial soil

[meaning of alluvial: ‘made up of sand and earth left by the stream, rivers, floods, etc.’]

39—altruistic behavior / altruistic deeds / altruistic motives / altruistic reasons / altruistic sympathy

[meaning of altruistic: ‘willingness to do things for others’ advantages’]

Example Sentence: People who derive pleasure from altruistic deeds are less likely to become depressed.

40—amatory errors / amatory poet

[meaning of amatory: ‘relating to love or desire connecting with physical intimacy’]

41—ambidextrous children

[meaning of ambidextrous: ‘using both hands with equal ease’]

42—ambiguous clues / ambiguous language / ambiguous position / ambiguous statements / ambiguous terms

[meaning of ambiguous: ‘unclear or confusing and can be understood in more than one way’]

43—ambivalent attitude / ambivalent feelings

[meaning of ambivalent: ‘having two opposing feelings at the same time’]

44—amenable environments / amenable staff

[meaning of amenable: ‘willing to agree or do something; cooperative’]

45—amiable companions / amiable disposition / amiable personality / amiable smile

[meaning of amiable: ‘pleasant and friendly’]

46—amicable adjustment / amicable agreement / amicable relations / amicable settlement / amicable solution

[meaning of amicable: ‘friendly or peaceable’]

47—amorous songs / amorous feelings / amorous lyrics

[meaning of amorous: ‘showing, feeling, or relating to desire of love’]

48—amorphous precipitate / amorphous substance

[meaning of amorphous: ‘having no fixed form or shape; unclear or undetermined’]

49—anarchical condition / anarchical doctrines

[meaning of anarchical: ‘without law or control’]

50—anatomical features / anatomical study

[meaning of anatomical: ‘relating to the structure of the bodies of living beings’]

51—androgynous appearance / androgynous attire

[meaning of androgynous: ‘having both male and female characteristics]

52—animate body / animate objects

[meaning of animate: ‘alive or having life’]

Example Sentence: Animate objects can accelerate in the absence of external force.

53—anodyne power / anodyne statement

[meaning of anodyne: ‘not offensive but also boring’]

54—anomalous dispersion / anomalous proceeding

[meaning of anomalous: ‘different from what is usual or expected’]

55—antagonistic attitude / antagonistic principles / antagonistic tendencies

[meaning of antagonistic: ‘showing dislike or opposition’]

56—criminal antecedents

[meaning of antecedents: ‘something similar that happened before’]

Example Sentence: The criminal antecedents of the accused are not the sole and decisive factor for the decision of bail applications.

57—antediluvian civilization / antediluvian patriarchs / antediluvian times

[meaning of antediluvian: ‘extremely old-fashioned’]

58—anthropomorphic concept

[meaning of anthropomorphic: ‘having human characteristics’]

Example Sentence: Some religions endorse an anthropomorphic concept of God- an entity that behaves like human beings.

59—antiquated belief / antiquated customs / antiquated equipment / antiquated institutions / antiquated machinery / antiquated methods / antiquated morals / antiquated process / antiquated statutes / antiquated system

[meaning of antiquated: old-fashioned or outdated’]

60—apocalyptic calamity / apocalyptic event / apocalyptic warnings

[meaning of apocalyptic: ‘relating to the total destruction of something’]

Example Sentence: An apocalyptic calamity left the people struggling to survive amidst drastic shortages of food and water.

61—aquatic life / aquatic plants / aquatic vertebrates

[meaning of aquatic: ‘relating to water’]

Example Sentence: She wrote several popular books about aquatic life.

62—aqueous solution

[meaning of aqueous: ‘of or containing water; watery’]

63—arbitrary explanation / arbitrary measures / arbitrary methods / arbitrary number / arbitrary penalties / arbitrary power / arbitrary prices / arbitrary rules / arbitrary scheme / arbitrary system

[meaning of 
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