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A WHILE BACK, A COMMENTARY was done on Matthew’s gospel account in God’s word, which, if published, would have been well over fifteen hundred pages. Since this would have been too large a book, and also too costly to buy, God is now leading His servant to pick out some material from Matthew’s gospel account that believers should be aware of and which will surely bless, encourage, and build up spiritually all those who read it!

We are to note that Matthew’s gospel account was given by God to connect the Old Testament with the New Testament, and also to prove to those of the nation of Israel and all mankind that Jesus is indeed the Jew’s long awaited Messiah, The One that God promised at Genesis 3:15 to send to earth one day!

Please note that Matthew Chapters 5,6,7 were covered by an earlier book published under the title, “Jesus’ Sermon On The Mount: Matthew 5 to 7.” Also, Matthew Chapters 24,25 were also covered by an earlier book, published under the title, “Jesus’ Olivet Discourse: Matthew 24,25. Then Book 1 in the present series covered Matthew Chapters 1 to the end of Chapter 4; Book 2 covered Matthew Chapter 8 to the end of Chapter 10; Book 3 covered Matthew 11 to the end of Chapter 13; Book 4 covered Matthew 14 to the end of Matthew 17. And now the current book covers Matthew 18 to the end of Chapter 20.

And please also note that there an Addenda with five sections at the back of the book. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading the book that might not be aware of the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus, for any who may not be familiar with this information either. In Addendum C, we have important information on the nature of man and the consequence of sin. In Addendum D, we have God’s resurrection program in time. And then in Addendum E, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus, for any readers who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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The Lord Jesus uses a young child to teach the disciples about who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven!
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AS WE COME TO MATTHEW 18, we note that the disciples come to The Lord Jesus with a question, as we now see from Matthew 18:1, "At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, "WHO THEN IS GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN?" " 

What is important to be aware of here is that this question, which really came from among the twelve, had its basis in an argument that the twelve were having in the background, that is, not in the hearing of The Lord Jesus, but He became aware of it nonetheless, as we find out from Mark 9:33,34, where we read, "[33] They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them, "What were you discussing on the way?" [34] But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which of them was the greatest." 

And of course they were here thinking like mere men, as babes in the faith, as those at Corinth that the apostle Paul was later led of God to describe at 1 Corinthians 3:1-3, where we read, "[1] And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. [2] I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, [3] for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?" 

Therefore, in the disciples, namely the twelve, asking about who is greatest in the kingdom of Heaven, because apparently concerned about which one of them was the greatest, meant that these men were as of yet fleshly, not yet having the mind of God, in terms of living for the will and the glory of God as spiritual men would be found doing, who were living by God’s imparted righteousness!

We should note here what God tells us at Isaiah 55:8,9, where we read, “[8] For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. [9] For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts." And since this is the case, it should not surprise us here that in asking this question the disciples were merely thinking with the mind of man and not with God’s mind. 

For what needs to be grasped here is that it is impossible for a human being indwelt by a sinful nature to think, act, and speak but by one’s sinful nature, unless God intervene to provide His thoughts, the power to act, and the words to say, all as a work of His grace through His Son by The Holy Spirit! (Please note Addendum C at the back of the book for more information on the topic of a sinful nature in human beings).

And so, we see from Matthew 18:2-4 how The Lord Jesus goes about answering their question of verse 18:1, when He says, "[2] And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, [3] and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. [4] Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." 

We see here then that The Lord Jesus does not answer the disciples' question directly until verse 18:4, first dealing at verses 18:2,3 with how one enters the kingdom of Heaven, before dealing with who is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven. After all, if one never enters the kingdom of Heaven, then how can one be the greatest in it? 

We then see from verse 18:2 that The Lord Jesus calls a child to Himself - with the word "child" here being the Greek word "Paidion," meaning 'a young child,' also noting that the same Greek word is rendered "children" at verse 18:3 and "child" again at verse 18:4 - which child He then sets in the midst of the disciples, because this young child will be the focus for the teaching that is forthcoming from The Lord Jesus in this passage from Matthew 18:1-14. 

And so, at verse 18:3 we see that entrance into the kingdom of Heaven is for those who "are converted and become like children," that is, like the young child in front of them. The word "converted" here is the Greek word "Strepho," meaning 'to turn,' in the sense of one going in one direction one moment, then making a turn in order to go in another direction. 

And here, the word "converted" is used of the moment of one's salvation, when one is living for self only due to being an unbeliever and not knowing God, to then coming to repentance and faith in God whereby one now personally knows God and lives for Him, which is a 180 degree turn from the direction one was going before being 'converted.' 

The only other place where “Strepho” is used for salvation, out of 23 occurrences of the word "converted" in the New Testament, is at John 12:40, adding verse 39 for context, "[39] For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, [40] "He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart, and be converted (Strepho) and I heal them." 

We can mention here that another word which is very similar to the word "converted," and which is always present when the salvation of a precious soul is taking place, is the word 'repentance,' noting for instance what we read at Luke 24:46,47, "[46] and He (that is, The Lord Jesus) said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, [47] and that REPENTANCE (meaning 'a change of mind') for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem," also noting Acts 11:18, "When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the REPENTANCE that leads to life" (that is, eternal life), and also noting Acts 20:20,21, "[20] how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, [21] solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of REPENTANCE toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." 

What is very important to keep in mind here is that just as repentance is wholly a work of God, as we see above at Acts 11:18, simply because salvation is wholly a work of God (noting Ephesians 2:8-10), so too is it to be "converted" here at Matthew 18:3, it is wholly a work of God's grace and power alone!

What is also important to notice here from Matthew 18:3 is that The Lord Jesus was NOT teaching a new way to enter the kingdom of Heaven, for we have already seen from Matthew 3:2 that when John the Baptist was first sent out by God to begin his public ministry, he preached "repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

Similarly at Matthew 4:17, The Lord Jesus was also then led of His precious Father at the start of His public ministry to preach the same message, namely "repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

Then when The Lord Jesus says at Matthew 18:3 here, "unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven," He was emphasizing in saying, “Unless you... become like children,” the fact that the young child that He just placed in the midst of the disciples was totally dependent on his parents for all his needs and would die if he was to be left to himself.

So, not only is one in total dependence on God to be "converted," which is to be seen as wholly a work of God's grace and power alone throughout Scripture, but also that one cannot of oneself "become like children," in terms of being humble and totally dependent, for it too is wholly a work of God's grace and power alone. 

And so, in The Lord Jesus now answering the disciples’ question at verse 18:4 that they posed at verse 18:1, by saying to them "whoever humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven," He was making clear to the disciples that ALL who find themselves in the kingdom of heaven to come (at it will only be established at the start of the fourth age of time) WILL be humble like young children, which also means that ALL will likewise be greatest in the kingdom of heaven, or stated another way, none will be greater than any other in the kingdom of heaven! 

The Lord Jesus was here striking a blow at the pride of these disciples, for they were concerned with who is the greatest, while what God is looking for are those who look to Him alone to supply all. Since God knows that human beings have a sinful nature and will never think like that of oneself, then God comes in grace and power and provides all, bringing His child to total dependence on Him, beginning with salvation (seen here as conversion) and also continuing for all of one's life here one earth, and for all eternity!

And in now having answered the disciples question at verse 18:4 by pointing out that ALL who will later be in the Kingdom of Heaven will likewise be the greatest, for ALL will likewise be like children, having been made humble by God's grace and power alone, The Lord Jesus now goes on at Matthew 18:5 to state a further truth relating to the young child that He had placed in the midst of the disciples, namely "[5] And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me..." 

When The Lord Jesus says above, "whoever receives one such child in My Name receives Me," He was talking of the time then present, with the words "one such child" being meant to point to the young child that He had placed in the midst of the disciples at verse 18:2. The word "receives" is the Greek word "Dechomai," which means 'to receive by deliberate and ready reception of what is offered.’ 

And a question we can ask here is: What does "in My name" mean? The first occurrence of the phrase "in My name" in Scripture is at Deuteronomy 18:19, looking now at verses 18:17-19 for context, "[17] The Lord said to me (Moses), 'They have spoken well. [18] I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. [19] It shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak IN MY NAME, I Myself will require it of him." 

In the above verses, we have The precious Son of God, The Lord Jesus Christ, prophesied as coming as the last Prophet to be sent by God to the nation of Israel "in My Name," in reference to God The precious Father's name. 

So here at Matthew 18:5 we have the first New Testament occurrence of the phrase "in My name," which is used in reference to The Lord Jesus' name. This means then that, "whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me," one receiving one sent by God’s Son would be metaphorically receiving God’s Son.  

And so, for example, we read at 1 Samuel 25:5, "So David sent ten young men; and David said to the young men, "Go up to Carmel, visit Nabal and greet him IN MY NAME," that is, as if it were me, David, in person, who was there greeting Nabal. 

Similarly, we can note also John 15:16, where The Lord Jesus said to His disciples, "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father IN MY NAME He may give to you," that is, asking The Father as if it was The Lord Jesus Himself Who was asking The Father. 

We need to keep in mind here that the "receives Me" here is not speaking of salvation, but rather of the relationship that exists within the family of God, in terms of loving and receiving each other as family!

Then we note that at Matthew 18:6 The Lord Jesus now contrasts what He had just finished saying at verse 18:5 with, "but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea." What is important to notice here is that The Lord Jesus was not here saying, as He did at verse 18:5, “one such child," but rather now refers to "one of these little ones who believes in Me..." 

What we are to notice here then is that the same young child is in view at both verse 18:5,6, which was in view at verses 18:2-4, and was in each case a child that has reached the age of accountability - that is, one old enough to discern between right and wrong in one's conscience and has chosen the wrong, as all human beings do when placed in the same situation, due to all having a sinful nature inherited from Adam - but who has subsequently come to believe in The Lord Jesus for salvation. 

If the "little ones" at verse 18:6 were before the age of accountability, then there would not have been any need for The Lord Jesus to say here, "who believe in Me," for such would still be in innocence and free from personal accountability to God due to not yet having any personal sin! 

We can also note here that when The Lord Jesus "called a child to Himself" at verse 18:2, that the child came to Him, without any mention of having a parent bring the child to The Lord Jesus. In other words, the child heard The Lord Jesus and personally responded to Him by personally coming to Him, which means that the child walked on his own, and was old enough to comprehend. 

One other observation we can make here is noting what we read at Isaiah 53:2,3, as a prophecy concerning God’s Son, "[2] For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; HE HAS NO STATELY FORM OR MAJESTY THAT WE SHOULD LOOK UPON HIM, NOR APPEARANCE THAT WE SHOULD BE ATTRACTED TO (literally 'desire') HIM. [3] He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him." 

We know from Acts 8:26-35 that Isaiah 53 is a prophecy concerning the first coming from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, which means the time that then was is in view here at Matthew. And so, since what we have just quoted from Isaiah 53:2,3 was true of The Lord Jesus when He called this young child to Himself, then we are to realize that this call was not based on the child being attracted to, or even desiring The Lord Jesus, based on personal appearance, but was more like when a parent calls a child. 

We should also observe that this child, which God’s Son placed in the midst of the disciples, was a child which had already reached the age of accountability, which means this child had already sinned against God by acting out of one's sinful nature in order to have reached the age of accountability, as already noted above, and was now called by The Lord Jesus to be an example of a child that was presently saved, for The Lord Jesus could not be using a child that who was not a believer as an example of one who will greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven later!

We further note here that the phrase " causes... to stumble" at verse 18:6 is the Greek word "Skandalizo” in the original, which signifies ‘to put a snare or stumbling block in the way,” which is used metaphorically of causing another to be led into sin. Here The Lord Jesus is warning the disciples what they are to guard against, which is to be the cause for a young believer in the faith to be led into sin. 

It is to be expected that unbelievers of this world will only lead others into sin, since such are always living out of their sinful nature, so that all that they think, do, and say is sin in God’s sight! However, this should never be the case with a believer.

Then The Lord Jesus goes on to say at Matthew 18:7, “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! FOR IT IS INEVITABLE THAT STUMBLING BLOCKS COME; BUT WOE TO THAT MAN THROUGH WHOM THE STUMBLING BLOCK COMES!” 

It is important to note that the phrase “stumbling blocks,” repeated here three times at verse 18:7, is the Greek word “Skandalon,” which speaks of the traps or snares that come from the pit of hell, which unbelievers readily use in what is a normal course of life for them, but which would be a cause of stumbling for the believer from one’s walk with God. 

The word “world” here is the Greek word “Kosmos,” and speaks of the unbelievers of this world, as is clear when The Lord Jesus goes on to say later on at verse 18:7, “but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes.” 

Unbelievers can be the cause for believers to stumble from their walk with God, and these "stumbling blocks" are whatever is often knowingly or unknowingly used by them to accomplish this, although always known by the devil, because he is behind it all, noting Ephesians 6:12. 

And so, we see here at verse 18:7 that “it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come,” because, as already mentioned, the unbelievers of this world are all living out of their sinful natures, which is sin at all times in God’s sight, and where the path of a believer comes in contact with the ways of unbelievers, who are always sinning, then it can be a cause for stumbling for the believer. 

The only way that believers can avoid being a cause of stumbling to one younger in the faith is to ensure that one is walking with God with no known unconfessed sins in one’s life. All believers so walking are then living on earth by God’s righteousness, that is, by His own righteous life, imparted moment by moment though God’s Son by The precious Holy Spirit in the believer’s spirit. 

Therefore, in the family of God, believers are to receive one another as if receiving The Lord Jesus Himself in Person, without being a cause for another to stumble, just as The Lord Jesus Himself, as our Pattern for life on earth, was never the cause for any child of God to stumble, during His sojourn on earth during His first coming from Heaven to earth. 

So God says to all unbelievers of this world of verses 18:6,7 here, “woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes... it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea,” than to face God in all His wrath at the final judgment of time, as will be the case for each one of them, bar none, if they are still unbelievers when they die physically! 

Then The Lord Jesus goes on to add at Matthew 18:8,9, in speaking to all unbelievers of the world, “[8] If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life crippled or lame, than to have two hands or two feet AND BE CAST INTO THE ETERNAL FIRE. [9] If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out and throw it from you. It is better for you to enter life with one eye, than to have two eyes AND BE CAST INTO THE FIERY HELL.” 

The statement here at verses 18:8,9, "it is better for you to enter life" must be seen as not referring to after physical death - for there are no cripples or lame persons in the resurrection from the dead, neither for believers or unbelievers - but rather is a reference here to entering the family of God as a believer while yet on earth, after receiving eternal life from God at the moment of salvation. And so, unbelievers are clearly in view here, as those who have not entered into God's free gift of eternal life (noting Romans 3:24; 6:23). 

And we are to also note here that to “be cast into the eternal fire” at verse 18:8 is the equivalent to “be cast into the fiery hell” at verse 18:9, and is what unbelievers of time can expect from God after the final judgment of Revelation 20:11-15!

We are to be aware that what The Lord Jesus says here metaphorically to unbelievers at Matthew 18:6,8,9, He was saying as a warning to them of what happens to those who do not enter into eternal life with God, namely, they end up being cast into the eternal fire, which is fiery hell. 

Even though salvation is indeed wholly a work of God’s grace alone, so that no unbeliever will enter into eternal life apart from the grace and power of God extended to them in mercy and love; nevertheless, this does not mean that unbelievers are not personally responsible to God, even when left to one's apparent free choice of living by one's sinful nature. 

What is really sad to also note here is to see unbelievers through the centuries of time take LITERALLY what The Lord Jesus only says metaphorically at verses 18:8,9, which was not intended for a literal application, in terms of the cutting off a hand, a foot, or an eye, if these cause one to stumble. Nevertheless, throughout history we have seen
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