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To anyone who has struggled to find a community and anyone that accepts the complexity of a truly cosmopolitan identity. May these chapters help you feel understood and inspire you to connect with other people and yourself.
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Introduction

Mariam F. Alkazemi and Claudia E. Youakim 

The roots of globalizations have a rich history, some of which are embedded in migration patterns that impact people and various facets of our society. In this book, we work assiduously and purposefully, alongside authors from various disciplines, to compile stories that span different fields and time periods to examine how Arab communities have settled in nations outside of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) and across the globe. What we see are stories of Arab people grappling with quite personal and ancestral ties in these new spaces, facing prejudice and discrimination, and others where they are seated in political positions of power as members of that society. Each chapter illustrates the wide array of migration patterns that have impacted the social, economic, and political spheres for Arab persons who have emigrated from their ancestral homeland and settled in a new nation, voluntarily or involuntarily.

Migration patterns and collective identities of Arabs include a number of factors that result with Arab diasporic communities in nations outside of one’s ancestral homeland. Generally speaking, people have been pushed out of their home country and/or pulled in another for economic, social, political, and environmental reasons, to name a few (IOM 2019). We see some of these migration patterns within the MENA region itself (IOM 2004); however, this compilation focuses on unpacking the Arab diaspora who have emigrated outside of the region.

The Arab Identity

In this section, we will provide some clarification that will help explain our selection criteria of the Arab ancestral homeland, identity, and diaspora. This is a universal problem across the Middle East/North Africa, demonstrating that even non-Arab nations like Israel, Turkey, and Iran have similar issues. Kumaraswamy (2006) attributes this dynamic to six factors described in this paragraph. First, the legacy of colonialism is important to recognize as the MENA was organized into nation-states after the fall of the Ottoman Empire. Individuals grouped together into nation-states sometimes included different ethnicities, such as the Kurdish population in various parts of the region. Many countries in the region had no historical roots to the state boundaries. Second, these nations buttress their identities through the use of religion, and the role of religion in public and private life, particularly Islam, is obvious in the majority of the region. This complicates the question of national identity of the minorities that exist throughout the region. Third, approximately a third of these states often have a dynastic identity which does not relate to the populations governed. Fourth, several wars among Middle Eastern states demonstrate that these nations prefer to expand rather than define a national identity. These efforts have not been successful and often exasperate existing problems in the region. A transnational identity was seen as a hopeful solution to overcome the national identity crisis associated with the individual identities based on their territory. Kumaraswamy (2006) explains how even this identity was problematic, pointing to how Syria and Iraq used the Baathist ideology differently. As individual nation-states faced differences, the Arab League ostracized different Arab nations. Finally, there is a stateless identity, from the Kurds to the Palestinians that sought refugee status in various parts of the region and world. The autonomy of stateless people threatens the national identities of the individual states in the Middle East.

Against this backdrop, two trends are worthy of examination: the growth of Arab communities outside the Arab world and the development of Arab transnational media networks across the globe. First, Alrasheed (1994) explained the phenomenon of the myth of return that is common among the Iraqi population in London. Alrasheed (1994) notes that members of the Assyrian ethnic group that left, in the 1950s, and did not return to Iraq afterward for many reasons, including not belonging to the Arab ethnic group that is prominent in Iraq. This myth is common in studying refugees, and the last few decades have led to the displacement of many individuals from several Arab nations. Tabar (2010) explains that the waves of Lebanese immigration trace back to 1840–1860, between 1860 and 1900, between 1945 and 1960s, during the Lebanese Civil War of 1975–1990, and after the 1990s. More recently, the Syrian humanitarian crisis has led a large number of refugees to enter Europe from the Arab world (Dekker et al, 2018). As groups of Arabs move outside the MENA, there are some ways that the Arab identity becomes important despite the many national origins from which these individuals may originate.


Second, the advancement of communication technologies and the recognition of the importance of the media in the aftermath of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990 led to the development of some transnational Arab media outlets. Aljazeera began in the mid-1990s in Qatar, followed by the development of the Saudi-funded Alarabiya and the American-funded Alhurra (Fahmy, Wanta & Nisbet, 2012). Noha Mellor (2008) explains that transnational Arab media outlets have revived the pan-Arab identity, allowing journalists to serve a particular function. According to Mellor (2008), journalists serve as “cultural intermediaries” (p. 471) in which they form communities of “shared narratives and discourse” (p. 473). By setting their own rules, Arab journalists work together to gain more power in the field of journalism. Since journalism is a field in which representation is particularly concerned, journalists gain political, cultural, and economic capital as they reach near-celebrity status. One of the unifying factors that distinguishes multilingual, Arab journalists is their knowledge, pride, and use of Modern Standard Arabic, which has become symbolic of the pan-Arab national identity (Mellor, 2008). In doing so, transnational Arab identities develop organizational cultures that allow individuals to set aside their national identities and work together in organizations that increase the market share in a competitive media landscape. Many of these news organizations increasingly had offices outside the Arab world, which then highlights the role of being a cultural intermediary in the diaspora (Mellor, 2008).

In addition to the historical, political, and commercial reasons an Arab identity is relevant, understanding the origins of the Arab League is relevant. For this book, we have limited the discussion of the diaspora to the Arab ethnic identity or national identities that are related to the Arab League. The internal conflict in the aftermath of the Ottoman Empire and the conflict with Western powers impacted the development of the Arabist ideology (Dawn 1988). In 1945, the Arab League’s member-states were established to strengthen economic and political programs and mediate disputes among member-states, officially adopting the pan-Arab identity (Encyclopædia Britannica, n.d.). The Arab League, an association of twenty-two independent member-states to-date, identify an Arab as persons in the MENA who have cultural, ethnic, and racial similarities. For the purpose of this book, if communities in the diaspora originate in a member-state of the Arab Leagues’ and refer to themselves as Arabs, they have been included in our definition as “Arab diaspora.”

Unpacking Ethnic Identity

To unpack ethnic identity, it is important to reflect on its collective (macro) and individual (micro) components. The macro constitutes the socio-historical dynamics in the receiving countries, which have, to some extent, united and divided the Arab population. The micro, on the other hand, is one’s understanding of their ethnicity that results in their self-determination as, for instance, “Arab” or a pan-ethnic identity, such as “Chilestino” (Palestinian-Chilean) or “Arab American”. This ethnic formation process involves negotiation and contestation that are influenced by cultural and contextual components, thus it is referred to as situational (Fenton, 2010). Scholars argue this process includes various socio-political, religious, and/or personal elements (Jenkins, 1997) that are dynamic and intersect over time (Dekovic & Buist, 2005). Although a receiving
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