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GENERAL PENIS STRUCTURE

 


How is the penis attached to the rest of the
body?

By the root or radix

 


What is the rest of the penis called?

Body or corpus

 


SURFACES

 


How many surfaces does the penis body
have?

The body has two surfaces: the dorsal and the
ventral or urethral.

 


Which is the dorsal surface?

The dorsal surface is the one that faces up
in the erect penis.

 


Which is the ventral surface?

The ventral surface is the one that faces
down (i.e. the ventral surface is the ‘underside’ of the
penis).

 


RAPHE

 


What is the penile raphe?

It is a median visible line or ridge on the
ventral surface of the penis.

 


What defines the length of the raphe?

The raphe runs from the meatus (opening of
the penis) across the scrotum (scrotal raphe) to the perineum (the
area between the scrotum and anus).

 


How is the raphe formed?

It is the result of a fetal developmental
phenomenon whereby the scrotum and penis close toward the midline
and fuse.

 


Is the raphe also present in women?

No. The raphe is exclusive to men.

 


PENIS BODY STRUCTURE

 


What is the penis body made up of?

It is made up of three columns of tissue: two
corpora cavernosa which lie next to each other on the dorsal side
and one corpus spongiosum which lies between them on the ventral
side.

 


Where is the urethra in relation to these
structures?

The urethra traverses the corpus
spongiosum.

 


CORPUS CAVERNOSUM

 


What is the corpus cavernosum?

It is one of a pair of sponge-like regions of
erectile tissue.

 


What is another name for corpus
cavernosum?

Corpus cavernosum penis

 


What does ‘corpus cavernosum’ mean?

Cave-like body

 


Are the corpora cavernosa homologous to a
specific structure in women?

The corpora cavernosa are homologous to the
body of the clitoris in women.

 


Corpus Cavernosum Anatomy

 


Where are the two corpora cavernosa
located?

They lie along the penis shaft, from the
pubic bones to the head of the penis.

 


What do the two corpora cavernosa do at the
head of the penis?

They join.

 


What are the corpora cavernosa made up
of?

They are made of a sponge-like tissue.

 


What does this sponge-like tissue
contain?

Irregular blood-filled spaces lined by
endothelium and separated by connective tissue septa.

 


Corpus Cavernosum Function

 


What is the function of the corpus cavernosum
penis?

It fills with and contains most of the blood
in the penis during penile erection.

 


What kind of blood do the corpora cavernosa
become engorged with during erection?

Arterial

 


Where does this blood come from?

It comes from arteries down the length of the
penis.

 


How much of the blood involved in erection do
the corpora cavernosa hold?

90%

 


Do the corpora cavernosa increase in length
or in diameter during erection?

Both

 


What is this process called?

Tumescence

 


How does tumescence come about?

It may result from any of various
physiological stimuli, also known as sexual arousal.

 


CORPUS SPONGIOSUM

 


What is the corpus spongiosum?

It is a single tubular structure located just
below the corpora cavernosa.

 


What is another name for corpus
spongiosum?

It is also known as the corpus cavernosum
urethrae in older texts.

 


Corpus Spongiosum Anatomy

 


What does the corpus spongiosum contain?

It contains the urethra.

 


What structure of the penis does the corpus
spongiosum form?

The glans penis

 


Is the corpus spongiosum homologous to a
specific structure in women?

Yes, the corpus spongiosum is homologous to
the vestibular bulbs beneath the labia minora in women.

 


Corpus Spongiosum Function

 


What is the function of the corpus
spongiosum?

The function of the corpus spongiosum is to
prevent compression of the urethra during erection.

 


Does any blood enter the corpus spongiosum
during erection?

A little blood enters the corpus
spongiosum.

 


Does the corpus spongiosum become engorged
with blood during erection?

It may become slightly engorged with blood,
but less so than the corpora cavernosa.

 


ERECTILE TISSUE

 


What is erectile tissue?

Erectile tissue is tissue in the body that
can become erect.

 


How do these tissues usually achieve
erection?

By becoming engorged with blood

 


Where is erectile tissue commonly found in
the body?

Erectile tissue exists in places such as the
corpora cavernosa of the penis, and in the clitoris or in the bulbs
of vestibule.

 


Where else is erectile tissue found apart
from the penis?

Erectile tissue is also found in the nose,
ear, urethral sponge, perineal sponge, and vestibular bulbs.

 


Is the erection of the nipples due to
erectile tissue?

No, it is due to the contraction of smooth
muscle.

 


What controls the smooth muscle?

The autonomic nervous system

 


GLANS PENIS

 


What is the glans penis?

The glans penis (or simply glans) is the
enlarged, sensitive bulbous structure at the distal end of the
penis.

 


What female organ is the glans penis
homologous to?

The clitoral glans

 


Glans Anatomy

 


What type of tissue covers the glans
penis?

Mucocutaneous

 


What covers the glans?

When the penis is flaccid it is sometimes
covered by the foreskin.

 


Is it wholly or partially covered?

 

It can be either.

 


Is there an exception to the above?

Yes, in men who have been fully
circumcised.

 


What is the glans penis an extension of?

The glans penis is the expanded cap of the
corpus spongiosum.

 


On which other two structures of the penis
does the glans ‘sit’?

It is moulded on the rounded
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