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  It has only been a few months since humanity has found out about the shifters that live in their midst. When the New Alliance leadership asks Eric King to join Alpha Squad, a joint taskforce supposed to promote cooperation between the shifters and human authorities, his loyalty to the cause doesn’t give him any choice but to agree. But is the squad actually supposed to be relevant, or is it just an eyewash, set up by the new Secretary of Shifter Affairs to make himself look good? And how is he going to concentrate on his training, when his inner bear is insisting that the squad leader is his true mate?


  Major Janine Williams is not at all pleased when she is ordered to set up Alpha Squad. The initiative is just a gimmick, meant to pacify the shifter community, plus none of her male colleagues had wanted the job. But when she starts getting to know her team, especially tough East London bear shifter, Eric, she starts to wonder if perhaps it will be possible to make this task force a success, so long as everyone works together. And so long as she can manage to keep her relationship with Eric strictly professional...


  This story is intended for adult audiences only.


  Did you know that before Alpha Squad, there were the Scottish Werebears? Check outScottish Werebear: An Unexpected Affairto find out where it all began.
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  It started as a rather ordinary day in September. Eric King, who had led the London branch of the New Alliance, found himself with not much else to do but to flip through TV channels at home. Ever since the big reveal earlier in the year, the New Alliance had been struggling to remain relevant, and the only real work that had come along was PR related. That was not something Eric was good at.


  He—like most bears—was more comfortable outside of the limelight.


  So he found himself alone on the sofa, watching the news, which had grown increasingly unnerving over the last few weeks. They kept repeating the same images of seemingly ordinary people—shifters just like him—pouring into makeshift camps in Dover. His heart grew heavy at the sight.


  They had done this. The New Alliance, under Henry's leadership, had orchestrated the events that had led up to this mess.


  They were lucky with how things had gone down in the UK; the human government seemed to be willing to accept the shifters as part of their citizenry.


  But not every country had followed the same approach. That was the reason so many of their kind were now trying to relocate.


  France had implemented a mandatory registration policy for all shifters, and The Netherlands had a similar law up for vote in an upcoming referendum. People—humans and shifters alike—were scared of what the future would bring.


  The camera panned across the latest group of arrivals: a family of five, scanning their surroundings as they disembarked the ferry that had brought them across the Channel. The children seemed to not realize why they had come across; it was still all a big adventure for them. But the mother's face couldn't disguise the uncertainty she must be feeling.


  In her eyes, Eric saw his very own mother, when an unfortunate and badly timed shift on his part had forced them to abandon their hometown of York and find refuge in London when he was only thirteen.


  Looking at him and his younger brother now, nobody would be able to guess that they weren't native to Greenwich, East London, where they'd moved to at that time. They'd adopted the local culture flawlessly, down to the right accent and the same dress sense everyone in their age group seemed to follow. They'd done everything they could to avoid standing out.


  But it had taken him a long time indeed to feel like he belonged. Current events had reminded him of that old struggle.


  How long would it take these families? These children? Some of them had traveled in groups, others had arrived on their own. How long before they could live in peace like they had done before the New Alliance had blown the rules of secrecy to smithereens and exposed all of their kind to the world?


  Just because the current government was determined to make shifter equality work didn't mean that their futures were set. It wouldn't take all that much to sway public opinion, perhaps just a few unfortunate events involving shifters, capitalized on by the growing anti-shifter movement under Victor Domnall's leadership. Then, the next general election could turn their reality on its head all over again.


  He took a deep breath. It was too late to second-guess their campaign now. No matter how he felt about all this in retrospect, he couldn't take it back.


  Even without his involvement, Henry and his people would have just found someone else to run things in London.


  His phone rang, forcing him to look away from the depressing images on the TV. He grabbed the remote and muted it.


  Speak of the devil, Eric thought as he picked up his phone.


  "Henry. What can I do for you?" he answered.


  "Eric. I have a job for you," Henry said. There were other hushed voices on the other end of the line, but Eric couldn't make out what was being said.


  "What's that?" Eric closed his eyes and pinched the bridge of his nose. He was in too deep. No matter what he thought about the fallout from their campaign, he couldn't back out. All he could do now was help with damage control.


  "I would like for you to join Alpha Squad." The line went quiet, as though everyone else on the other end was waiting for Eric's response with bated breaths.


  Eric opened his eyes again. The news had switched over to a newsreader in a studio.


  Alpha Squad? Him? He wasn't sure how to respond. If that was what Henry wanted, then he ought to agree.


  "The training starts Monday," Henry added.


  "I thought that was just a PR stunt set up by that politician we met together, Oliver Teese."


  "Be that as it may, I think it is vital for us to have one of our own inside the team, don't you think?" Henry said.


  Eric made a face. He hated that Henry was right.


  "True. All right, as you wish. I'll do it."


  Again, a muffled voice said something on the other end of the line, but Eric couldn't identify the exact words.


  "Oh, Gail is wondering if your brother might be interested. We need all the help we can get."


  Eric sighed. Adam had a bit of a reputation as a troublemaker; at twenty-six, he'd never even held down a regular job.


  "Send me the details. I'll talk to him," Eric mumbled.


  "Thanks. Knew I could count on your support." With those last words, the line went dead.


  Eric sat back and switched the sound of the TV back on when he saw a familiar face appear in the studio: Oliver Teese, the politician.


  "So your new position as Secretary for Shifter Affairs is completely unheard of even internationally. How do you intend to put voters' minds at ease about these new developments we've been seeing?" The female reporter turned to Oliver Teese and folded her hands.


  "Well, I've said so from the start and will say so again. Shifters do not pose a threat to the general public. I've had the privilege of meeting with them from the start of all this."


  "Do you mean you were aware of the New Alliance before they made their presence public?" the reporter said.


  The politician smiled mysteriously and waved away her question. His demeanor made the hair on the back of Eric's neck stand upright. A liar by omission. "The important thing to remember is that we have the matter under control. We have a reputation internationally as a tolerant, accepting nation, and that's not about to change. Of course, as part of the European Union, citizens of the other member states have the right of free movement, which isn't something we are looking to limit or take away for shifters looking to move here."


  The reporter turned to face the camera. "Of course, freedom of movement applies to all citizens of the Union." She turned back to face Oliver Teese.


  "That's right. But it's important for everyone to understand that we are not giving preferential treatment either. Anyone who comes here under the freedom of movement directive will be required to conform to the requirements laid out within."


  "Meaning European migrants have to have the means to sustain themselves while they are here?" the reporter asked.


  "Indeed. New residents will be required to show proof of income or sufficient capital if they are to stay here permanently or be actively
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  Adam King could hardly contain his excitement during the five hour drive to Sevenoaks. This was their first assignment. The first time Alpha Squad had been sent off-base on official business. Even the cramped conditions in the back of the squad Land Rover weren't enough to dampen his spirits.


  They’d made it. After seemingly endless weeks of training and numerous tests and challenges, followed by a month-and-a-half of waiting around for their first deployment, they were a real task force. This was their chance to prove themselves.


  And with that, it was also the first time Adam felt he had become part of something bigger than just himself. He was part of a team which could really change the world. As such, he would do everything in his power to ensure he and his team mates did not fail this first real-world challenge.


  "What are you smiling about?" Eric—Adam's older brother and superior on the squad—asked.


  Adam scanned the inside of the vehicle. Three pairs of eyes were fixed on him.


  Along with Eric, there was Cooper—the human Border Force agent who had struggled the most throughout Alpha Squad's training—and Blackwood, a slightly naive but nice enough werewolf from the Rannoch clan up in Scotland.


  Meanwhile, Bentley—the oldest and by far the grumpiest human of the group—was doing his best to ignore the goings-on inside the Land Rover. He was probably still raw about being passed over for second-in-command. His previous experience in the Special Forces had instilled within him a sense of superiority and entitlement, which made it difficult for Adam to sympathize with him.


  The remaining two team members and only females on the squad were their leader, Major Janine Williams, and her petite and somewhat shy assistant, Private Callahan. They sat in the front cab of the vehicle, out of view.


  Adam shrugged.


  "It's good to finally be off-base, isn't it?" he asked. Of course, that was only a small part of why he felt so cheerful, but he'd never been one to share his thoughts and emotions. Least of all with his older brother.


  "It's been a long time coming," Eric agreed and sat back, folding his hands.


  "What do you think we're meant to be doing in Kent?" Cooper, the only human other than Bentley asked.


  "Help out with the refugees, I dunno," Adam said. "I'm sure you know everything already, don't you, bro?"


  Eric closed his eyes. "We'll all be briefed by local police when we get there. But I can tell you that yes, it does kind of relate to the refugee camp."


  Adam shrugged again. Eric had always been the more serious one. It did not come as much of a surprise that he was unwilling to share what he knew.


  "I've never been to Kent," Blackwood, the wolf, said. "What's it like?"


  Adam stared at him for a moment. He was an odd guy, that wolf. From their previous interactions, Adam had already found out that Blackwood had grown up in a very different place than the rest of them. Wolves famously kept to themselves. And Blackwood's pack, which made its home somewhere in some remote Scottish forest, was no different.


  "I dunno, it's like any other place in England. Lots of greenery," Cooper spoke up. "The seaside's nice."


  Adam leaned forward, attempting to catch some of the views outside the window. There was precious little greenery to be found. Perhaps things would improve once they got off the motorway.
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  Dear Reader,


  Thanks for reading Alpha Squad: Boot Camp. This is the first book in my Alpha Squad series, which serves as a spin-off to the well received Scottish Werebears series, which came out in 2015-2016. Do check this out if you're craving more bear shifter stories. If you enjoy Vampire Romances as well, you might also want to check out my Vampires of London series in which I currently have three titles out; Alexander's Blood Bride, Michael's Soul Mate and Lucille's Valentine. Scroll down for links.


  I may have only released my first book under this name in 2015, but I'm not new to writing in general. In fact, my mom still tells me to this day about how I would make up stories, and attempt to record them in my clumsy, shaky handwriting from the moment I learned to read and write. From there I went on to write fan fiction and other stuff meant for my own eyes only, until 2012, when I began to write erotica and contemporary romance.


  I've always enjoyed stories of the fantastic and paranormal. Vampires, shape shifters, witches and magic, all featured in the books I loved the most, even when I was still growing up. But it wasn't until much later that I got into paranormal romance. One of the first writers (an independent author just like me!) I came across was Tina Folsom, via her Scanguards Vampire series. I was hooked.


  From there I went on to read more and more, until I found a new kind of hero I loved: bear shifters, like the kind written by Milly Taiden, Zoe Chant, and T.S. Joyce. What I love about bears is how they can be all strong and independent, a bit reclusive, and almost grumpy, but they always end up having a heart of gold (plus they tend to know their food, and we all know that a man who can cook is doubly sexy). All that (except for the shifting into a powerful bear) almost exactly describes the sort of man I ended up falling for and marrying in real life, so it's no surprise that this is what I started my paranormal romance career with.


  As thing stand right now, I plan to release all of my work on all major ebook retailers. Most titles are also available as paperbacks, as well as in audio, as length permits.



  To find out more, check:


  LoreleiMoone.com(Paranormal Romance) andLMoone.com(Contemporary/Erotic Romance)


  Sign up to my mailing listand be among the first to find out about new releases and sales,


  or get in touch viaFacebookor email atinfo@loreleimoone.com


  x Lorelei
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