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Chronology of Kipling’s Life



	Year

	Age

	Life



	1865

	 

	Joseph Rudyard Kipling born in Bombay (30 Dec)



	 

	 

	 




	 

	 

	 




	1868

	3

	Sister Alice (Trix) born



	 

	 

	 




	1871–7

	6–12

	Both children left with Captain and Mrs Holloway at Lorne Lodge, Southsea – ‘The House of Desolation’ – while their parents return to India.



	1875

	10

	Father becomes director of the Mayo School of Art and curator of the Lahore museum



	1877

	12

	Mother returns to England and removes the children from Southsea



	1878–82

	13–17

	Enters United Services College, Westward Ho, Devon



	 

	 

	 




	1880

	15

	Falls in love with Florence Garrard, to whom he later becomes engaged



	 

	 

	 




	1881

	16

	Becomes editor of United Services College Chronicle; Schoolboy Lyrics privately printed by parents in Lahore



	 

	 

	 




	1882

	17

	Leaves school, arrives in India to take on post of assistant editor of Civil and Military Gazette in Lahore



	 

	 

	 




	1884

	19

	Florence Garrard breaks engagement; Echoes produced by Rudyard and Trix



	1886

	21

	Becomes a Freemason in Lahore; Departmental Ditties



	 

	 

	 




	1887

	22

	Transfers to staff of the Pioneer in Allahabad in the North-West Provinces.



	1888

	23

	Writing for the Week’s News, sponsored by the Pioneer



	 

	 

	 




	1888–9

	23–4

	Plain Tales from the Hills; Soldiers Three; The Story of the Gadsbys; In Black and White; The Phantom Rickshaw; Wee Willie Winkie (Indian Railway Library)



	1889

	24

	Leaves India; travels to America via Rangoon, Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan; crosses America and arrives at Liverpool in October; meets Wolcott Balestier, American publisher and literary agent, who becomes a close friend



	 

	 

	 




	1890

	25

	Literary success in Britain, but suffers breakdown; Soldiers Three and other Indian stories published in Britain



	 

	 

	 




	1891

	26

	Visits South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and India; returns to England on learning of the death of Wolcott Balestier; The Light that Failed; Life’s Handicap



	1892

	27

	Marries Caroline (Carrie) Starr Balestier, Wolcott’s sister; the bride is given away by Henry James; builds home, ‘Naulahka’ on Balestier family esate in Brattleboro, Vermont; daughter Josephine born in December; The Naulahka (written in collaboration with Wolcott Balestier); Barrack-Room Ballads



	1893

	28

	Many Inventions



	 

	 

	 




	1894

	29

	The Jungle Book



	 

	 

	 




	1895

	30

	The Second Jungle Book



	 

	 

	 




	1896

	31

	Second daughter Elsie born in February; quarrel with brother-in-law and subsequent lawsuit ends period in Brattleboro; Kiplings move to England, living in Torquay for a time; The Seven Seas



	1897

	32

	Son John born in August; family moves to Rottingdean in Sussex; Captains Courageous



	 

	 

	 




	1898

	33

	Visits South Africa and Cape Town in particular; meets Cecil Rhodes who becomes a close friend; visits Rhodesia; The Day’s Work



	 

	 

	 




	1899

	34

	Dangerously ill in New York; Kipling and Elsie recover but Josephine dies of whooping cough; Stalky and Co.; From Sea to Sea



	 

	 

	 




	1900

	35

	Helps edit army newspaper The Friend in South Africa during Boer War



	 

	 

	 




	1901

	36

	Kim



	 

	 

	 




	1902

	37

	Buys ‘Batemans’ and settles there at Burwash in Sussex; Just-So Stories



	 

	 

	 




	1903

	38

	The Five Nations



	 

	 

	 




	1904

	39

	Traffics and Discoveries



	1906

	41

	Puck of Pook’s Hill



	 

	 

	 




	1907

	42

	Awarded Nobel Prize for Literature; visits Canada; Collected Verse



	 

	 

	 




	1909

	 

	Actions and Reactions; Abaft the Funnel (in America; not published in Britain until the Sussex Edition in 1938)



	 

	 

	 




	1910

	45

	Death of Alice Kipling; Rewards and Fairies



	 

	 

	 




	1911

	46

	Death of John Lockwood Kipling; A History of England (in collaboration with C.R.L. Fletcher)



	 

	 

	 




	1913

	48

	Visits Egypt; Songs from Books



	 

	 

	 




	1914–18

	49–53

	Visits to the Front and to the Navy; The New Army in Training, France at War, The Fringes at the Fleet, Sea Warfare, The Eyes of Asia and other war pamphlets published



	1915

	50

	Son John reported missing on his first day in action with the Irish Guards at Battle of Loos



	 

	 

	 




	1917

	52

	Becomes member of Imperial War Graves Commission and Trustee for Cecil Rhodes Scholarship Fund; A Diversity of Creatures



	1918

	53

	Twenty Poems



	 

	 

	 




	1919

	54

	The Years Between; Rudyard Kipling’s Verse: Inclusive Edition (in three volumes)



	1920

	55

	Visits French battlefields; Letters of Travel



	1923

	58

	The Irish Guards in the Great War (2 vols); Land and Sea Tales for Scouts and Guides



	1924

	59

	Daughter Elsie marries Captain George Bambridge; Songs for Youth



	 

	 

	 




	1926

	61

	Debits and Credits



	 

	 

	 




	1927

	62

	Visits Brazil



	1928

	63

	A Book of Words (collected speeches)



	 

	 

	 




	1929

	64

	Visits war graves in Egypt and Palestine



	 

	 

	 




	1930

	65

	Visits West Indies; Thy Servant a Dog



	 

	 

	 




	1932

	67

	Limits and Renewals



	 

	 

	 




	1933

	68

	Souvenirs of France



	1934

	69

	Collected Dog Stories



	1936

	71

	18 January, Rudyard Kipling dies at Middlesex Hospital, London





Chronology of his Times


	Year
	Literary Context
	Historical Events


	1865
	Arnold, Essays in Criticism

Carroll, Alice in Wonderland

Yeats born
	Abraham Lincoln assassinated


	1868
	Browning, The Ring and the Book

Collins, The Moonstone
	Gladstone becomes Prime Minister


	1871
	Darwin, The Descent of Man

Eliot, Middlemarch
	Livingstone and Stanley meet on shores of Lake

Tanganyika; Paris Commune


	1875
	Mark Twain, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
	Britain buys shares in Suez Canal


	1877
	 
	‘Empress of India’ added to Queen Victoria’s title; Britain annexes the Transvaal


	1878
	Gilbert and Sullivan, HMS Pinafore

Hardy, The Return of The Native

Edward Thomas born
	General Booth founds the Salvation Army; Congress of Berlin; war in Afghanistan


	1880
	Tit-Bits inaugurates new style of narrative journalism for popular readership
	Boer uprising in Transvaal; agreement that Britain should control Afghan foreign relations


	1881
	Hardy, A Laodicean

James, Portrait of a Lady
	Pretoria Convention recognises independence of Transvaal subject to British suzerainty; Panama Canal begun; death of Disraeli


	1882
	 
	Married Women’s Property Act


	1884
	 
	Third Reform Bill in Great Britain


	1886
	Stevenson, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Kidnapped

Ezra Pound born
	1st Irish Home Rule Bill introduced by Gladstone


	1887
	Hardy, The Woodlanders

Haggard, She
	Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee


	1888
	Arnold, Essays in Criticism

T. S. Eliot born
	Whitechapel murders in London



	 

	 

	 



	1889
	Ibsen’s A Doll’s House first produced in London

Stevenson, The Master of Ballantrae

Baring-Gould collections of Devonshire songs stimulates revival of interest in English folklore
	Eiffel Tower built


	1890
	Booth, In Darkest England

2 volumes of Frazer’s The Golden Bough (12 vols 1911–15)

Stanley, In Darkest Africa
	Cecil Rhodes becomes premier of Cape Colony


	1891
	Gissing, New Grub Street

Hardy, Tess of the D’Urbervilles

Morris, News from Nowhere
	 


	1892
	Shaw, Mrs Warren’s Profession

Death of Tennyson
	 



	 

	 

	 



	1893
	Gissing, The Odd Women
	Gladstone’s 2nd Irish Home Rule Bill rejected by House of Lords


	1894
	Grossmith, The Diary of a Nobody

Launch of the Yellow Book
	Gladstone resigns


	1895
	Conrad, Almayer’s Folly

Hardy, Jude the Obscure
	Lumiere brothers show first projected films to a paying audience in Paris


	1896
	Housman, A Shropshire Lad

Morris, Kelmscott Chaucer
	Jameson capitulates to Boers; Rhodes resigns premiership of Cape Colony; Harmsworth and Jones launch Daily Mail


	1897
	Stoker, Dracula

Wells, The Invisible Man
	Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee; Colonial Conference in London; Marconi founds Wireless Telegraph Company


	1898
	Wells, The War of the Worlds
	Death of Gladstone; Kitchener triumphant at Battle of Omdurman in the Sudan; US gain control of Cuba and Philippines after war with Spain; discovery of Radium


	1899
	Robert Buchanan, ‘The Voice of the Hooligan’ attacks Kipling’s reputation

Ellis, Studies in the Psychology of Sex

Yeats, Poems
	Boer War – British defeats during ‘Black Week’ in December at Stormberg, Magersfontein and Colenso; Lord Roberts appointed Commander in Chief, Kitchener his Chief of Staff


	1900
	Conrad, Lord Jim

Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams

Death of Ruskin Death of Wilde
	Relief of Mafeking; British Labour Party founded


	1901
	Hardy, Poems of Past and Present
	Death of Queen Victoria; accession of Edward VII; first transatlantic wireless communication


	1902
	Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles

Conrad, Heart of Darkness

Wells, First Men in the Moon
	Colonial Conference in London; death of Rhodes; Boer War ends


	1903
	Butler, The Way of All Flesh

Shaw, Man and Superman
	Women’s Social and Political Union formed in Manchester; first aeroplane flight


	1904
	Conrad, Nostromo

Barrie, Peter Pan
	 


	1906
	Baden-Powell, Scouting for Boys

John Betjeman born
	Launch of Dreadnaught introduces British naval improvement programme; Liberal government elected in Great Britain; self-government granted to Transvaal


	1907
	W. H. Auden born Conrad, The Secret Agent
	Fifth Colonial Conference: self governing ‘colonies’ become ‘dominions’


	1908
	Forster, A Room with a View

Hardy, The Dynasts
	Women’s Freedom League formed; introduction of Old Age Pensions


	1909
	Death of Swinburne
	Alarm over German naval power stimulates growth of Great Britain’s Dreadnaught fleet; Indian Council’s Act initiates ideas of a self-governing India; Peary reaches North Pole


	1910
	Forster, Howard’s End Yeats, The Green Helmet
	Death of Edward VII and accession of George V; first Post-Impressionist exhibition in London


	1911
	Conrad, Under Western Eyes

Masefield, The Everlasting Mercy
	Amundsen reaches South Pole, followed by Scott’s party who perish on the way back


	1913
	De la Mare, Peacock Pie

Lawrence, Sons and Lovers

Mann, Death in Venice
	Lords reject third Irish Home Rule bill; ‘Cat and Mouse’ Act


	1914
	Joyce, Dubliners

Forster, Maurice (not published until 1970)

Yeats, Responsibilities
	Britain declares war on Germany, August 4 1914


	1915
	Ford, The Good Soldier Lawrence, The Rainbow

Woolf, The Voyage Out
	Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity; sinking of Lusitania; unprecedented success of D. W. Griffiths film, Birth of a Nation in US


	1917
	Burroughs, Tarzan of The Apes

Eliot, Prufrock and Other Observations
	Russian Revolution


	1918
	Brooke, Collected Poems

Hopkins, Poems

Strachey, Eminent Victorians

Death of Wilfred Owen
	Great War ends; Representation of the People Act grants voting rights to women aged 30 and over


	1919
	Eliot, ‘Tradition and the Individual Talent’

Hardy, Collected Poems
	Treaty of Versailles


	1920
	Shaw, Heartbreak House
	League of Nations formed; Great Britain wartime conscription ends


	1921
	Lawrence, Women in Love
	Irish Free State established


	1922
	Eliot, The Waste Land

Joyce, Ulysses
	Regular radio broadcasting begins in Britain


	1923
	Yeats awarded Nobel Prize
	 


	1924
	Forster, A Passage to India

Wren, Beau Geste

Death of Conrad
	First Labour government in Britain, under Macdonald


	1926
	T. E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom

Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh
	General Strike in Britain


	1927
	Woolf, To the Lighthouse

Kipling Society founded.
	Lindbergh makes first solo transatlantic flight


	1928
	Hall, The Well of Loneliness

Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover; Collected Poems

Woolf, Orlando

Yeats, The Tower

Death of Hardy
	Women’s Suffrage Bill passed in Britain


	1929
	Graves, Goodbye to all That

Hemingway, A Farewell To Arms

Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front

Woolf, A Room of One’s Own
	Wall Street Crash


	1930
	Auden, Poems

Empson, Seven Types of Ambiguity

Death of D. H. Lawrence
	Gandhi opens civil disobedience campaign in India


	1932
	Lawrence, Last Poems Leavis, New Bearings in English Poetry
	 


	1933
	Wells, The Shape of Things to Come
	Hitler comes to power in Germany


	1934
	Priestley, An English Journey
	 


	1936
	 
	Death of George V; accession of Edward VIII





Introduction

In an essay calling for a reappraisal of Rudyard Kipling’s poetry, T. S. Eliot addressed some of the political problems which rise from his work. For Kipling, he stated, ‘the Empire was not merely an idea, a good idea or a bad one; it was something of the reality of which he felt.’ Eliot was writing in 1941, during a time of war and five years after Kipling’s death. Given the charges of aggressiveness and militarism levelled at Kipling’s work during his lifetime, Eliot’s advocacy was timely, and foremost among others to signal a renewed interest in his work in that decade.

Literary reputations respond to the values of different times and circumstances; Kipling’s reputation offers an outstanding example. His lifetime, from 1865 to 1936, spans not only that central period of Empire with which Victorian Britain was so obsessed, but also encompasses its decline and disfavour. His reputation as a poet – even the poet – of Empire often remains as a charge against him, even as his work has remained very popular. From 1899 onwards, when the critic Robert Buchanan attacked him as a poet of ‘false’ rather than ‘true’ imperialism, evaluations of Kipling’s work have had to take account of its political implications, with varying degrees of distaste. Buchanan was incensed at the ‘brutality’ of Kipling’s characters, and at the warmongering and blasphemy he felt they incited. Such writing, he declared, went against the truly civilizing ideals of the British Empire. As well as setting in train a critical reaction to Kipling’s work which it has never entirely lost, his review also indicates how contradictory in themselves ideas of Empire could be. It shows too how closely linked they were with prevailing liberal notions of literature and culture. It is perhaps not surprising that, in spite of widespread acclaim in the 1880s and 1890s, by the time of Kipling’s death in the much-changed political circumstances of the inter-war years his critical reputation was particularly low.

Yet as Buchanan’s review implies, Kipling was decidedly oppositional in his writing. This occurs as much in literary as in political alignment, and the two are not always wholly divisible. The titles of  his earliest collections, Departmental Ditties (1886) and Barrack-Room Ballads and other Verses (1892), emphasize their distance from the prevailing fin-de-siècle aestheticism as much as they reflect the concerns of the civil and military services of Anglo-India. By proclaiming their engagement with the realities of modern life, they also stand against an avant-garde perceived as languidly introspective.

Discussion of the comparative ‘femininities’ of poets such as Tennyson and Swinburne in the mid-Victorian period contributed in the 1890s to a wider debate in which anxieties about the effeminization of literature and art were expressed in nationalist, even racist, overtones. In Kipling’s early poem ‘In Partibus’, aesthetes are not men but ‘things’ aligned with women and animals in their ‘artistic’ discussions:


But I consort with long-haired things

In velvet collar-rolls,

Who talk about the Aims of Art

And ‘theories’ and ‘goals,’

And moo and coo with women-folk

About their blessed souls.



Similarly, in ‘The Mary Gloster’ the dying Sir Anthony reproaches his aesthete son, ‘For you muddled with books and pictures, an’ china an’ etchin’s an’ fans,/ And your rooms at college was beastly – more like a whore’s than a man’s …’ His querulous voice, and our awareness of his silent son, might warn us against accepting Sir Anthony’s judgements at face value. However, with the introduction of images of decadence and decline (‘There isn’t even a grandchild, and the Gloster family’s done …’), theme and style combine to give an ironic gloss on the status of art.

Kipling emphasizes the ‘masculine’ clarity of narrative rather than reflective verse, in opposition to what Max Nordau, a contemporary commentator, summed up as ‘the aesthetics of the Dusk of Nations’ where ‘forms lose their outlines, and are dissolved in floating mist’. References to literary forms in the titles of Kipling’s verse often possess a secondary national or cultural identity. ’Puck’s Song’ proclaims its ‘Englishness’ through the allusion to Shakespeare, ‘The Ballad of East and West’ and ‘A St Helena Lullaby’ operate through overlapping geographical and historical locations, as does (note the pun) ‘The White Man’s Burden’. In these cases, the light, popular form, whether song, ballad, lullaby or burden, renders its subject-matter comfortingly immediate. Conversely, the formal artifice of ‘Sestina of the Tramp-Royal’ elevates a character which a more conventional writer might have











Note on the Author and Editor

RUDYARD KIPLING was born 30 December, 1865, in Bombay, India to Alice (née Macdonald) and John Lockwood Kipling, a professor of Architectural Sculpture at the Bombay School of Art. His early life was spent first in India, then fostered, unhappily, by a couple in Southsea, England. He was not removed from them until 1877. A year later he entered the United Services College in Devon, which was eventually to provide the background for Stalky & Co. (1899), and there he began to write poetry and to edit the college newspaper. Returning to India to work as assistant editor on the Civil and Military Gazette in Lahore in 1882, and its associated paper the Pioneer in Allahabad in 1887, his poems and tales, in particular Departmental Ditties (1886) and Plain Tales from the Hills (1888) brought him early acclaim. Wider literary celebrity came with Kipling’s return to England in 1889 and the publication of Barrack-Room Ballads (1892), where his innovatory experiments with the dialect rhythms and voices of the ordinary soldier justify descriptions of him as a modern poet, and have been admired and emulated by poets as diverse as Bertolt Brecht and T. S. Eliot. Throughout the 1890s he wrote prodigiously, though it was not until Kim (1901) that he had any success with the longer novel form. He travelled widely, saw action in the Boer War, and was on close terms with high imperialist politicians such as Cecil Rhodes.

Critical reception of Kipling’s work became increasingly divided as, from the period of the Boer War onwards, anti-imperial sentiment grew. Because of this, and despite being awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1907, Kipling was never to recover the acclaim awarded to him in his early years. His personal life also had its tragedies. In 1899 his daughter Josephine died from whooping cough while visiting New York, and Kipling almost died of pneumonia. The loss too of his only son, John, killed in action with the Irish Guards in 1915, helped to darken the vision of his later writing. Throughout his life he continued to experiment, particularly with the juxtaposition of prose and verse which has added to the elliptical and elusive quality of some of his best short  stories, in the process building a body of verse from which a number of individual poems have taken on a public life of their own. Despite his diminished critical reputation, Kipling’s work retained a popular appeal which outlasted his death in January 1936 to make him probably the last public poet of our age.



JAN HEWITT is a senior lecturer in English at the University of Teesside. She has written on the work of Mary Braddon and D. H. Lawrence and is presently researching the poetry of Charlotte Mew.
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