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INTRODUCTION

Animals have been a part of human artwork from its very beginnings. The earliest ancient paintings, found hidden away in caves, feature animals like the aurochs (wild cow). Egyptian art celebrated animals like the cat with style and beauty. Through the centuries, the horse has inspired paintings, sculptures, jewelry, and even armor. In modern times, cat and dog art sells many T-shirts, calendars, coffee mugs, store brands, and other items. Both art and domestic animals are part of our everyday life, and the two combine together wonderfully.

That combination is the subject of this book. The Artist’s Guide to Drawing Animals is meant to provide people of various skill levels with a stepping-stone toward improving their animal renderings. I have provided many sketches and step-by-step examples to help the reader see different ways to construct an animal’s anatomy. Some of these are fairly basic and others are more advanced. Please pick and choose what is most helpful to you. There is no one way to approach drawing animals. With practice, your skill level will increase, and you will learn new techniques. Hopefully, advanced artists will find something of use in this book as well. It can be beneficial to see how other artists tackle a problem or approach a familiar subject.

This book features traditional drawing, and most of the drawing instructions are centered on pencil, pen, and paper work. However, even solely digital artists can learn about animal anatomy and features, and gain insight into building up texture and fur.

SUPPLIES

Drawing animals does not require a lot of fancy equipment. The barest art essentials—a pencil, an eraser, and a piece of paper—will do. However, even these essentials can lead to confusion for a beginning artist purchasing art supplies. What brand? What weight of paper? 2B or 2H pencils? Art supplies can be as complicated or as simple as you like. There is an ocean of possibilities suited for various purposes—and wallet sizes!

At a minimum, I recommend that any aspiring artist purchase some kind of drawing paper that is acid-free, so it doesn’t yellow with age. Paper that is a little heavier weight, such as medium-weight sketchpad paper or 100 lb. Bristol paper, is ideal for repeated drawing and erasing.

There is an endless supply of pencil and pen brands available, and artists need to experiment with the various brands to find ones best suited for their needs. Some graphite and charcoal drawing pencils come in a scale of hardness or softness. They are labeled from about 9H to 9B. The H pencils are hard and light, with 9H hardest of all. B pencils are soft and dark, with 9B being the softest of all. Each one provides a different effect. Beginners don’t really need all the pencils, but may find a 2H, a 2B, and perhaps a few more for variety to be helpful. Sometimes it can be useful to have a lighter pencil to begin blocking in your drawing and a darker pencil to finish up the drawing.

Pens come in all shapes and sizes. There are several good pen kits, which come with points of various sizes (good for differing levels of detail). When I draw using pens, I often like to have a brush pen that allows me to make broad lines with varying widths to draw a general outline, and then a smaller-diameter, fixed-size pen to add specific, exacting details. Look for pens with “archival” or “acid-free” ink.

There are many erasers out there, too. I like to use kneaded erasers, which allow me to manipulate their size and shape in order to get different effects. I can roll them into a big, ball-like shape to erase large areas or create a small pinpoint to erase only tiny, hairlike areas.

Beyond the basics, there are a variety of other choices for the aspiring artist to explore. Colored pencils add a whole new experience in pencil drawing. You can try your hand at other traditional media, such as watercolor or pastels. Digital art is a world unto itself, and requires at least a computer, a mouse, and an art program (some, like Photoshop or Painter, are more costly but provide many different features to aid the artist, while others are much more limited but still useful—and free for download from the Internet). One thing I would recommend for the digital artist’s consideration is a drawing or graphics tablet of some kind. Some people can draw quite well with a mouse, but a drawing “pen” (stylus) and tablet provide a more natural way of drawing on the computer for others.

Finally, I wish to thank the readers of this book and wish them many years of the happiness that an art- and animal-enriched life can provide. I hope this book aids you as you start out on your artistic journey or provides some useful information along the way. I have done my best to accurately represent each animal species, but readers are encouraged to do their own research. Even within species and breeds, there is a lot of individual variation and I cannot represent all of that here. Nor could I show all the different and wonderful breeds of the world—there are just too many to include here! This book is meant to be a guide, a stepping-stone on the path of your own artistic journey to find your unique artistic voice.
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DOGS

The human-canine relationship is an extraordinary one. Not only do dogs provide useful assistance for our everyday work and security but also offer lifesaving help in the form of search and rescue, police work, and more. They are our companions and friends, ready with a wagging tail and doggy smile anytime we need some cheer. This chapter explores how to portray the dog in art, including a look at some of the myriad, amazing dog breeds.
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Head

Here I’ve tried to simplify some of the basic shapes found in a dog’s head. The two most basic shapes are a ball for the head and a cone shape for the muzzle. Different breeds have different head-to-muzzle proportions. Some have a very long muzzle; some have a very short one.
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Demonstration: basic dog’s head
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1 Draw a circle and put a plus-shaped mark inside to help with proportions later.
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2 Add a cone-shaped muzzle under the circle.
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3 Add eyes, nose, and triangular shapes for ears. Make sure the outline of the muzzle lines up with the outer eye corners.
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4 Finish all outlines. Add the mouth.
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5 Add pupils and finish the drawing, erasing guidelines.
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Proportions

The dog’s head comes in many shapes and sizes, but the basic features stay the same regardless of their proportions. Dogs descend from a wolf ancestor with a long muzzle and strong jaws. Their sense of smell is keen. Their hearing and eyesight aren’t bad, either, but the muzzle is usually a key feature in what makes a dog look like a dog. Nowadays, dog muzzles come in all kinds of proportions, from the really long snout of a greyhound to the short muzzle of a pug. Getting the shape and proportion of the muzzle correct is a key part of drawing any dog breed.
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The Eyes and the Muzzle

A dog’s eyes and mouth are closely linked with the muzzle. There are protective “cheekbones” that help surround the eyeball and jut out from under the eye socket. They flow from the muzzle, under the eyes, and are just above the corner of the mouth. The upper parts of the eye sockets also jut out over the eyeball. Most drawings need to indicate this aspect of a dog’s anatomy to look three-dimensional.

eyes

The soulful eyes of a dog speak volumes. Perhaps no other creature can wear such a soft, pleading expression that resonates so distinctly with human minds and hearts. One look and dog lovers’ hearts melt. Eye shapes vary, depending on the breed, but are generally round or almond-shaped. Dogs have a tear duct in the inner corner of their eye. Some dogs have very dramatic dark skin around their eyes that almost looks like human eyeliner.
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Iris and Pupil

Depending on a dog’s breed, its irises may be light- or dark-colored, but all dogs have round pupils. Often only the pupil and iris are visible to an observer, but sometimes the white of the eye can be seen as well, especially if the dog is looking to the side.

nose

The nose includes the dog’s nostrils and the fleshy pad of bare skin surrounding them. This step-by-step drawing demonstrates drawing a dog’s nose from the front view.

Start with the outside shape and two small circles for the nostrils. Add a somewhat mushroom-shaped nose pad and then fill in more details, leaving a white band on the surface to indicate the shininess caused by moisture.
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Details of the Nose

A dog’s nose can be black or a light brown color, depending on the breed. The surface is covered with tiny bumps and is moist and shiny on a healthy dog. From the front, the shape of the nose is vaguely reminiscent of a mushroom slice. On the top back of the nose, where it meets the muzzle, there is often a small, fuzzy dark area (see arrow).

muzzle and mouth

Dogs’ muzzles may be long or short, but all have the same basic structure.
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Whiskers

There is an area on each side of the muzzle near the nose that contains about four rows of whiskers. The whisker follicles (the “spots” in those rows) are usually visible (especially on shorter-haired breeds), but the whiskers themselves vary in thickness and visibility. There are also faint whisker rows under the chin. In addition, there is a small cluster of whiskers on the “cheek” area behind the corners of the mouth and a cluster in the center of the throat. Some dog breeds have spots of different color in some of these areas.

[image: ]

Teeth and Gums

A dog’s mouth features a set of long canine (fang) teeth as well as shorter, rounder teeth that help tear food. Teeth wear down as the dog gets older. The teeth are set inside the jaws, which are covered in pinkish gums. The dog’s lips surround the teeth and gums and form the mouth. Notice in this drawing that the lower lips have a serrated, jagged look to them. This is a common feature in the lower lip. The lip itself is very soft, however. Lips vary in color from pinkish to dark brown or black and the whole mouth is moist.
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Lips

A dog’s lips can be somewhat loose toward the corners of the mouth. Some breeds have a very jowly appearance, with the lips hanging down or getting slightly bunched up when the dog’s mouth is closed. Here the lips protrude a bit and hang down from the corners of a hound’s mouth (viewed from the front). Other dogs have lips that remain fairly tight (not jowly at all) when the mouth is closed.
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Upper and Lower Lips

A dog’s upper lips hang down from the top of its muzzle. Cartilage and membranes attach the skin to the jaws. The lips are soft and dogs can curl them up to snarl or stretch them as they bark or bite. The lower lips are also relatively loose, but are most firmly attached to the area around the jaws
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