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How this book works
Grammar makes sense when you see it at work. Every chapter in this book starts with Spanish you could meet any day: a group chat, a contact list, a message from a neighbour. Then it shows you the pattern, explains why it works that way, warns you about the traps, and gives you practice until the point feels natural.
Each grammar chapter has the same seven steps:



	Step
	What you do





	1 · In real life
	Read a short real-life text and answer two questions about it. Notice the grammar before you study it.



	2 · The pattern
	Study one clear table with examples.



	3 · Why
	Read two to four lines on the logic behind the pattern.



	4 · Practice
	Recognise the forms, then use them in controlled exercises.



	5 · Traps
	Your error clinic: see the three mistakes learners make most often, and fix them.



	6 · From memory
	Close the book and write from memory.



	7 · Use it
	Say it, then write it, about your own life. Check your answer against the checklist, then compare it with the model in the key.




Contrast chapters (X1–X4) teach no new rules. They help you choose: ser, estar, tener or hay? Which past tense? Which preposition? Round-ups (R1–R2) mix everything from one level and point you back to the chapter you need.
Later in the course. Some points grow in two steps. A part marked Later in the course · Unit 17 uses language from that stage. If you are not there yet, skip it and come back.
Answers. Every answer is in the key at the back. A slash ( / ) separates acceptable answers. Model answers are examples, not the only correct versions. Subject words such as yo, él, ella are optional unless an exercise asks for them: Es médica and Ella es médica are both right.
With or without the Core
The chapter numbers G1–G34 are the grammar numbers of Learn Real Spanish A1–A2: Core Course. If you use the Core, do the chapters at the end of each unit:



	After Core Unit
	Do chapters
	After Core Unit
	Do chapters





	1
	G1, G2
	13
	G22, G23



	2
	G3, G4, G5
	14
	G24



	3
	G6, G7, G8
	15
	G25



	4
	G9
	16
	G26, X2



	5
	G10, X1
	17
	G27, G28



	6
	G11, G12, G13
	18
	G29, G30



	7
	G14
	19
	G31, X3, G32



	8
	G15, review G10
	20
	review G28, G29



	9
	G16, G17
	21
	G33, G34



	10
	G18
	22–23
	G34, X4



	11
	G19, G20
	24
	R2



	12
	G21, R1
	
	




If you learned with another course, work through the chapters in order. A You need line at the start of each chapter lists the earlier chapters it builds on.
Part 1
Beginner A1
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	G8 Describing: adjectives that agree
	G9 Numbers to 100, and qué or cuál?
	G10 Hay or está? Saying what is where
	X1 Contrast: ser, estar, tener or hay?
	G11 The present: regular verbs
	G12 Daily routine: me levanto, te bañas
	G13 Telling the time
	G14 quiero, puedo, pido: verbs that change
	G15 Ir, and al / del
	G16 este, ese, aquel: this one, that one
	G17 Big numbers and prices
	G18 Me gusta, me encanta; a mí también
	G19 Plans: voy a + infinitive
	G20 Days, months and dates
	G21 tengo que, hay que; salir and llegar
	R1 A1 round-up: G1–G21 in real life

GRAMMARG1
For Core Unit 1 (examples use words up to Unit 3)
How Spanish sounds, and where the stress falls
You neednothing. Start here.


In real life
Alex saves his new contacts in his phone. Then he writes his first message to his Spanish teacher.



	Contact
	Note





	Lucía Herrera
	compañera



	Teresa Gómez
	profesora de español



	Sofía Quispe
	diseñadora, peruana



	Mateo Rojas
	colombiano, muy divertido



	Ernesto Salinas
	don Ernesto





Buenos días, Teresa. Soy Alex Morgan, su estudiante. ¿Cómo está usted? Mucho gusto. ¡Hasta mañana!



	Which names in the contact list have a written accent?

	Say Lucía and Gómez aloud. Which part of each name is strong?


The pattern
Sounds



	Letter
	Sound
	Examples





	a, e, i, o, u
	Short and clear. They never glide.
	Emma · Mateo · Lima



	h
	Silent
	hermana · hija · hasta



	ll, y
	Like the y in yes (most of Latin America)
	ella · yo · me llamo



	ñ
	Like the ny in canyon
	compañero · español · señor



	j, and g before e or i
	A breathy h, from the throat
	joven · jubilado · ingeniero



	c before e or i
	Like s (Latin America)
	francesa · gracias · cinco



	qu
	Like k. The u is silent.
	Quispe · ¿qué?



	r, rr
	A quick tap; a strong roll (rr, and r at the start of a word)
	pero · Herrera · Rojas




Stress



	The word ends in…
	The strong syllable is…
	Examples





	a vowel, n or s
	the second-to-last
	her-MA-no · a-MI-gos · HA-blas



	any other consonant
	the last
	se-ÑOR · us-TED · tra-ba-ja-DOR



	any letter, with a written accent
	the one with the accent
	Lu-CÍ-a · MÉ-di-ca · in-GLÉS · a-DIÓS




Accents that change the meaning



	No accent
	Accent





	tu your: tu hermana
	tú you: ¿Y tú?



	el the: el abuelo
	él he: Él es mi tío.



	si if
	sí yes




Question words always carry an accent: ¿qué?, ¿cómo?, ¿dónde?, ¿cuántos?
Why
Spanish spelling matches the sound. The stress follows two simple rules, and every word that breaks them shows it with an accent mark. So you can read any new word correctly, even one you have never heard.
Practice
G1.1Spot it. Look at Alex’s contacts and his message. Write every word that has a written accent.
Write your answer in your notebook.
G1.2Write. Which syllable is strong? Write each word in syllables and put the strong one in capitals, as in her-MA-no.

	abuela →  ______________ 

	señor →  ______________ 

	trabajador →  ______________ 

	joven →  ______________ 

	ustedes →  ______________ 

	profesora →  ______________ 

	divertido →  ______________ 

	azul →  ______________ 


G1.3Complete. Add a written accent where one is needed. Two words need none.

	medica →  ______________ 

	ingles →  ______________ 

	Lucia →  ______________ 

	hola →  ______________ 

	adios →  ______________ 

	simpatico →  ______________ 

	tranquilo →  ______________ 

	Gomez →  ______________ 


G1.4Complete with tú or tu, él or el.

	Me llamo Sofía. ¿Y  ______ ?

	 ______  hermana es muy simpática.

	 ______  es mi primo.

	 ______  abuelo de Mateo es colombiano.

	¿ ______  eres de Perú?

	¿ ______  eres canadiense y  ______  papá es inglés?


Traps



	Mistake
	Fix
	Why





	Me llamo Lucia.
	Me llamo Lucía.
	Without the accent, it would sound LU-cia, with two syllables.



	¿Que tal?
	¿Qué tal?
	Question words always have an accent.



	Tu eres mi amigo.
	Tú eres mi amigo.
	tu = your; tú = you.




G1.5Fix it. Each sentence has one mistake with accents.

	Me llamo Lucia Herrera. →  ______________ 

	¿Que tal, Mateo? →  ______________ 

	Tu eres muy divertido. →  ______________ 

	El es mi hermano. →  ______________ 

	Soy ingles. →  ______________ 

	¿Como estás? →  ______________ 


From memory
G1.6Close the book. Write in Spanish, with every accent.

	Hi, how are you? (tú) →  ______________ 

	He is my brother. →  ______________ 

	Are you Peruvian? (tú, to a woman) →  ______________ 

	My mother is a doctor. →  ______________ 

	Goodbye! →  ______________ 

	Her name is Lucía. →  ______________ 

	And you? (usted) →  ______________ 

	I’m English. (a man) →  ______________ 


Use it
G1.7Say it, then write it. Write contact notes for three people you know: name, who they are to you, and one word that describes them. Mark every accent. Then read your notes aloud with the stress in the right place.
Write your answer in your notebook.
Checklist

	Every name and word that needs a written accent has one.

	Question words have their accent and ¿ ? marks.

	I read each word with the stress on the right syllable.

	I used tú and tu correctly.


GRAMMARG2
For Core Unit 1
Names, and choosing tú or usted
You needG1.


In real life
On the same afternoon, Alex meets three people in his building.
AAt the entrance
AlexBuenas tardes, señora. Disculpe, ¿cómo se llama usted?
SeñoraMe llamo Marta. ¿Y usted?
AlexYo me llamo Alex. Mucho gusto, doña Marta.
Doña MartaMucho gusto, Alex. Bienvenido.
BOn the stairs
Niño¡Hola! ¿Cómo te llamas?
AlexAlex. ¿Y tú?
NiñoMe llamo Pablo.
AlexHola, Pablo. ¿Qué tal?
Pablo¡Muy bien!
CAt the door
SeñorBuenas noches. Me llamo Jorge Ruiz.
AlexMucho gusto, señor Ruiz. Yo me llamo Alex.
JorgeIgualmente. Oye, háblame de tú, por favor.
AlexClaro. Gracias, Jorge.
HELP Niño boy

	Who does Alex speak to as usted? Who does he speak to as tú?

	What does Jorge ask Alex to do? How does Alex change the way he speaks to Jorge?


The pattern
llamarse (to be called)



	Person
	Form
	Example





	yo
	me llamo
	Me llamo Marta.



	tú
	te llamas
	¿Cómo te llamas?



	usted, él, ella
	se llama
	¿Cómo se llama usted? · Él se llama Pablo.




tú or usted?



	tú
	usted





	friends, family, children, people your age in relaxed places
	older people, officials, people you don’t know in formal places



	¿Cómo estás? · ¿Y tú?
	¿Cómo está? · ¿Y usted?



	first name: Jorge
	señor / señora + surname: señor Ruiz, or don / doña + first name: doña Marta



	after someone says Háblame de tú
	until then, when you are not sure




Why
Me llamo means “I call myself”, so your name comes straight after it. Usted is a polite “you”, but grammatically it works like él and ella: ¿Cómo se llama usted?, ¿Cómo está?
Practice
G2.1Spot it. Find the three forms of llamarse in the scenes. Then write who uses usted and who uses tú.
Write your answer in your notebook.
G2.2Choose. Would you use tú or usted with these people?

	a child at the park →  ______ 

	your new neighbour, about 70 →  ______ 

	a colleague your age, at lunch →  ______ 

	a police officer →  ______ 

	your friend’s grandmother →  ______ 

	a person who says “Háblame de tú” →  ______ 

	your cousin →  ______ 

	the director of a company, at a first meeting →  ______ 


G2.3Complete with me llamo, te llamas or se llama.

	Hola,  ______  Pablo.

	¿Cómo  ______  tú?

	Disculpe, ¿cómo  ______  usted?

	Ella  ______  Marta.

	Yo  ______  Jorge.

	¿Y él? ¿Cómo  ______ ?

	Perdón, ¿tú  ______  Alex?

	Mucho gusto. Yo  ______  Lucía.


G2.4Transform. Change these from tú to usted.

	¿Cómo te llamas? →  ______________ 

	¿Cómo estás? →  ______________ 

	¿Y tú? →  ______________ 

	¿Tú te llamas Jorge? →  ______________ 

	Hola, Marta. ¿Qué tal? →  ______________ 


Traps



	Mistake
	Fix
	Why





	Me llamo es Alex.
	Me llamo Alex.
	Me llamo already means “my name is”.



	¿Cómo se llamas usted?
	¿Cómo se llama usted?
	usted takes the él / ella form.



	Mucho gusto, doña Ruiz.
	Mucho gusto, señora Ruiz / doña Marta.
	don / doña go with the first name.




G2.5Fix it. Each sentence has one mistake.

	Me llamo es Alex Morgan. →  ______________ 

	¿Cómo te llama? →  ______________ 

	Disculpe, señor, ¿cómo se llamas? →  ______________ 

	(to an older neighbour you don’t know) Hola, ¿cómo estás? →  ______________ 

	Buenas tardes, don Ruiz. →  ______________ 

	Yo se llama Jorge. →  ______________ 


From memory
G2.6Close the book. Write in Spanish.

	What’s your name? (tú) →  ______________ 

	What’s your name? (usted) →  ______________ 

	My name is … (your name). →  ______________ 

	Nice to meet you. →  ______________ 

	Likewise. →  ______________ 

	And you? (usted) →  ______________ 

	Please use tú with me. →  ______________ 

	His name is Pablo. →  ______________ 


Use it
G2.7Say it, then write it. Write two short exchanges of four lines. In the first, you meet an older neighbour (usted). In the second, you meet a young colleague (tú).
Write your answer in your notebook.
Checklist

	I used usted forms with the neighbour: se llama, está, ¿Y usted?

	I used tú forms with the colleague: te llamas, estás, ¿Y tú?

	I greeted with the right time of day.

	I used señor / señora or don / doña correctly.

	I never wrote me llamo es.


GRAMMARG3
For Core Unit 2 (more in Unit 19)
Ser: who and what you are
You needG1, G2.


In real life
Valentina runs an online language-exchange group. This is the members page.



	Member
	Profile





	Valentina Paz
	Soy argentina. Soy profesora. Hablo español e inglés, y un poco de italiano.



	Alex Morgan
	Soy canadiense. Soy diseñador. Hablo inglés, francés y español. Mi compañera Sofía es peruana.



	Ana y Luis Mena
	Somos mexicanos. Somos ingenieros. Hablamos español y un poco de inglés.



	Sofía Quispe
	Soy peruana, de Lima. Soy diseñadora.





Valentina¡Hola! Soy Valentina. ¿Y ustedes? ¿De dónde son?



	Find four different forms of ser on the page.

	Ana and Luis write Somos. Why not Soy?


The pattern



	Person
	ser
	Example





	yo
	soy
	Soy diseñador.



	tú
	eres
	¿Eres argentina?



	usted, él, ella
	es
	Ella es profesora.



	nosotros, nosotras
	somos
	Somos ingenieros.



	ustedes, ellos, ellas
	son
	¿De dónde son ustedes?




What ser tells you



	Use
	Example





	who someone is
	Él es Luis.



	nationality
	Sofía es peruana.



	where someone is from: ser de + place
	Valentina es de Buenos Aires.



	job, with no un or una
	Ana es ingeniera.




 Later in the course · Unit 19

Ser also tells you where and when an event takes place: La fiesta es en casa de Mateo. La cena es a las nueve. For where a person or thing is, Spanish uses estar (G10, G32).


Why
Ser answers the question “who or what is it?”. Nationality, origin and job describe who you are, so they all use ser. Spanish leaves out un or una before a job: you say what you are, not “a” one.
Practice
G3.1Spot it. Write the forms of ser on the members page, and who each one refers to.
Write your answer in your notebook.
G3.2Choose soy, eres, es, somos or son.

	Yo  ______  de Toronto.

	¿Tú  ______  estudiante?

	Ana y Luis  ______  ingenieros.

	Usted  ______  de Colombia, ¿no?

	Nosotras  ______  peruanas.

	Ella  ______  médica.

	¿Ustedes  ______  de México?

	Mi compañera  ______  francesa.


G3.3Complete Valentina’s reply to a new member with the right form of ser.

¡Bienvenida, Irene! Yo (1)  ______  Valentina. (2)  ______  argentina y (3)  ______  profesora. ¿Tú (4)  ______  de España? Ana y Luis (5)  ______  de México, y nosotros (6)  ______  muy simpáticos.


G3.4Transform. Change to the plural.

	Soy mexicano. → Nosotros…

	Es enfermera. → Ellas…  ______________ 

	¿Eres estudiante? → ¿Ustedes…? →  ______________ 

	Él es colombiano. → Ellos…  ______________ 

	¿Usted es de Perú? → ¿Ustedes…? →  ______________ 

	Ella es francesa. → Ellas…  ______________ 


Traps



	Mistake
	Fix
	Why





	Soy una diseñadora.
	Soy diseñadora.
	No un / una before a job.



	Ellos es ingenieros.
	Ellos son ingenieros.
	ellos takes son.



	Soy en Lima. (meaning “I’m from Lima”)
	Soy de Lima.
	Origin is ser de.




G3.5Fix it. Each sentence has one mistake.

	Soy una programadora. →  ______________ 

	Ellos es de Argentina. →  ______________ 

	¿Tú es mexicano? →  ______________ 

	Somos en Medellín. (We’re from Medellín.) →  ______________ 

	Yo es profesor. →  ______________ 

	Mis compañeros es muy simpáticos. →  ______________ 


From memory
G3.6Close the book. Write in Spanish.

	I’m Canadian. (a man) →  ______________ 

	Where are you from? (tú) →  ______________ 

	We are engineers. (two women) →  ______________ 

	She’s a doctor. →  ______________ 

	Are you students? (ustedes) →  ______________ 

	He’s from Lima. →  ______________ 

	They are Colombian. (two men) →  ______________ 

	I’m a nurse. (a woman) →  ______________ 


Use it
G3.7Say it, then write it. Write your profile for Valentina’s group in 3–4 sentences: your name, nationality, where you are from, your job and your languages. End with a question for the group.
Write your answer in your notebook.
Checklist

	I used soy for me and son or somos for groups.

	I used ser de for where I am from.

	No un / una before my job.

	My nationality agrees with me: canadiense, mexicano / mexicana.

	I ended with a question, with ¿ ?.
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