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Dear Parents and Educators,

Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you
 know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of
 speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young
 Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers
 book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a
 Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose
 the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book
 for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features
 esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters,
 fascinating nonfiction, and more!




Why Do Cats Meow?




This book is perfect for a Transitional Reader who:

•  can read multisyllable and compound words;

•  can read words with prefixes and suffixes;

•  is able to identify story elements (beginning, middle, end, plot, setting,
 characters, problem, solution); and

•  can understand different points of view.

Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book:

•  Comprehension: Answer the following questions about cats.

•  When can a kitten leave its mother?

•  What do cats do when they are angry or afraid?

•  What does it mean when a cat brings you a mouse or a bird?

•  How do a cat’s whiskers help it find its way in the dark?

•  Compare/Contrast: Pet cats and wildcats have a lot in common. They
 both like to hunt, spend time alone, and play. But within these similarities
 are differences. For example, a pet cat might like to spend time alone on
 a windowsill. But a lion might like to spend time alone under a tree in
 the jungle. On a separate piece of paper, write down the different ways
 pet cats and wildcats experience these activities.

Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift
 you can give!

—Bonnie Bader, EdM, and Katie Carella, EdM
Penguin Young Readers program

*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas
 and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.
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Do
you
love
cats?






Many
people
love
cats.
Cats
are


the
most
popular
pet
in
the
United


States.
Dogs
are
second.



Cats
are
good
buddies.
Most
pet


cats
are
cuddly,
playful,
and
loving.
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How
big
is
the


biggest
cat?







One
pet
cat
is
on
record
weighing


a
whopping
forty-seven
pounds!


That’s
as
much
as
a
six-year-old


child
might
weigh.



But
most
pet
cats
are
much


smaller.
They
weigh
about
six
to


eighteen
pounds.
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How
much
does
your
cat
weigh?


Here
is
how
you
can
find
out:
Weigh


yourself.
Hold
your
cat
and
weigh

yourself
again.
Subtract
the
first

number
from
the
second.
Now
you


know
how
much
your
cat
weighs!
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How
small
is
a

newborn
kitten?






A
newborn
kitten
is
so
tiny
that
it


will
fit
in
your
hand.
It
only
weighs


about
three
or
four
ounces.



When
kittens
are
born,
they
can’t


see
or
hear.
A
kitten’s
eyes
open
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