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Author's Note
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As I write this introduction, I draw on many years of reflection and curiosity about the world described in the Bible. From a young age, growing up in the church, I heard the stories of Scripture—stories of Abraham, Moses, the prophets, and above all, the story of Jesus. These stories were familiar to me. I knew them, I heard them, and I believed them.

Yet even as a child, something did not fully match what I saw.

In my early years of learning and worship, the images and teachings I encountered often portrayed biblical figures in unfamiliar cultural settings, disconnected from anything I recognized in my own experience. The people, landscapes, and environments seemed distant and out of place—yet somehow still connected. I did not yet have the language to explain it, but I noticed it.

I remember walking down the street with my mother when I was very young. I looked up at her and said, "Ma, you know what? If you lived in Jesus' time, I think you could have been Mary, Jesus' mother." She looked down at me and smiled. At that age, I could not fully explain why I said it, but I knew what I felt—I felt her love.

Looking back, I believe I saw in her a reflection of what I understood a faithful woman to be—a life that resembled the kind of devotion I imagined in the mother of Jesus. Even though the images I saw did not always reflect people who looked like me, I still somehow understood that we were not outside the story. We were a part of it. As I grew older, that early awareness began to take shape as a question that would stay with me.

The title of this Introduction, Out of Egypt I Called My Son, is drawn from Matthew  2:15: "Out of Egypt have I called my son." It reflects Jesus' movement from Bethlehem to Egypt and later to Nazareth, highlighting the geographic connections within the biblical world. 
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Where did these events actually take place?

That question led me to look more closely at the geography of the biblical world—the lands mentioned in Scripture and the neighboring civilizations that shaped its historical setting. While many readers know the stories of the Bible well, fewer have had the opportunity to visualize the physical world in which those stories unfolded.

When this work uses modern geographic language, it does so carefully and transparently, acknowledging that such terms are tools of description rather than labels used by biblical authors themselves. The goal is not to impose modern categories onto ancient history, but to help contemporary readers orient themselves within the world the Bible describes.

This introductory work is written to help readers see the geography of the biblical world with greater clarity. By understanding the lands where these events occurred, we can approach the biblical narrative with a deeper appreciation for its historical setting and the real places in which its story unfolded.

This also serves as an introduction to a larger work, Out of Egypt I Called My Son™: Reclaiming Jesus in the African Landmass—A Biblical, Historical, and Geographic Restoration, which explores these themes in greater depth. The Bible unfolds in real places, on real land, among real people. Recognizing this allows readers to see that they, too, are not outside of that story.

Reverend Dr. Phyllis Ida Coachman
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Introduction

​Why Geography Matters
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For generations, readers of the Bible have encountered its stories without always clearly understanding the geography in which those events unfolded. Names such as Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem, and Egypt, as described in Scripture, are familiar. Yet people often understand the physical world through modern maps rather than how those living in the ancient world understood the land. 

As these differences shape how we visualize the map, they raise an important question: What did the world of Scripture actually look like?

This work seeks to restore geographic clarity to the biblical narrative. It does not rewrite Scripture, but rather helps readers better understand the land in which its events occurred.

In biblical antiquity, the lands of Egypt, Cush, Ethiopia, Sinai, Canaan, Judea, and Galilee, along with surrounding regions, formed a continuous, interconnected land environment. People did not experience these lands as separate continents or isolated territories. Instead, people understood them as neighboring lands joined by a shared landscape. 

They traveled along well-established routes and interacted regularly with neighboring communities. The biblical text reflects this reality by describing movement between lands, such as Judea and Egypt, as a natural journey through a connected landscape.

This continuity existed before the construction of the Suez Canal in 1869, which cut through part of northeastern Egypt, creating an artificial waterway approximately 120 miles long. This change made the land appear divided. Over time, modern maps—especially those produced by European cartographers—reinforced this idea by showing these lands as separate regions and continents, even though they had been connected for thousands of years.

Understanding biblical geography matters because where events took place affects how we understand them. The Bible names real locations—Egypt, Cush, Ethiopia, Midian, Canaan, Judea, and Galilee. These were not symbolic or imagined settings, but real places inhabited by real communities connected through shared land and historical relationships.

This introduction explores the biblical narrative through the lens of historical geography, examining the lands named in Scripture alongside the natural landscapes, routes of movement, and neighboring civilizations that shaped the biblical world. 

It does not seek to argue a conclusion, but to present the geography of the biblical world as it was experienced. By examining the land, the movement of people, and the connections between regions, the reader is invited to consider the setting of Scripture more closely.

Rather than imposing modern categories onto the text, the geography itself is allowed to speak—revealing a world that was connected, lived, and understood through real places and real movement.
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Chapter 1​​

The World of the Bible: A Connected Ancient Land
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By the first century, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, this region formed part of a continuous, interconnected land environment. It extended from Egypt—now identified in modern geography as part of the African continent, specifically Northeast Africa—across the land between Egypt and Canaan, into Canaan, Judea, and Galilee. People did not experience these lands as separate continents or distant worlds, but as neighboring regions linked by established routes of travel, shared environments, and ongoing interaction among communities.

Bethlehem lay northeast of Egypt along well-established overland routes, approximately 200 to 250 miles from the Nile Delta. For travelers of that time, this journey followed known caravan roads connecting neighboring lands. It was a journey measured in days of travel rather than a passage between distant or disconnected regions.

Jerusalem stood nearby in the hill country as a central place of worship and pilgrimage. Further north lay Nazareth in Galilee, connected through the same networks of travel, trade, and cultural exchange that linked communities throughout the region.

The Gospel accounts reflect this geographic reality. The Gospel of Matthew records that Joseph took Mary and the child Jesus to Egypt and later returned to Judea. These journeys were not crossings between distant continents or isolated civilizations, but passages within a connected land environment familiar to travelers, merchants, and families throughout the region.

Modern regional terminology developed much later, particularly during periods of European mapmaking and political reclassification. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, mapmakers introduced standardized ways of dividing the world into regions and popularized terms such as "Near East," "Middle East," "North Africa," and "Western Asia." While these categories help modern readers locate places on contemporary maps, they did not exist in the biblical world and have shaped how these lands are understood.

The land itself did not change. What changed over time were the systems used to classify, describe, and represent it.

When we view the biblical narrative within its historic geography, the world of Scripture appears not as a collection of distant or unrelated places, but as a network of neighboring lands connected through movement, environment, and shared history.

Understanding this geographic continuity allows us to approach the biblical narrative with greater clarity. The places named in Scripture were part of a lived and interconnected environment in which people traveled, traded, worshiped, formed families, and built communities across generations.

Now that we can see the map more clearly, we can look closely at the specific setting in which the life of Jesus unfolded. The Gospels place Jesus in the regions of Judea and Galilee—lands that were part of the same connected world that included Egypt. As we understand how these regions fit within the wider geography of the ancient world, the setting in which Jesus was born, lived, and carried out his ministry comes into clearer view.​
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