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            This book is written as the right tool to develop and raise youthful praise and worshipers of substance in the house of God. It dwells much defining what praise and worshiping God is, how to use praise and worship instruments and how to lead a congregation to worship Christ. 
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Chapter 1
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1.0.Purpose and vision of praise & worship ministry

The purpose and function of a praise and worship ministry is to confront the enemy. This in turn expand the territory for God’s move to connect well with his flock, the church. As the praises go up, his glory comes down, 2 Chronicles 5v13-14. Satan and his angels of darkness try by force to take the praise and worship team first. The next target is the head of the church that is the servant of God. Thus the praise and worship ministry is there in the sanctuary to stand guard, be watchful and block the enemy from the servant of God. God’s purpose for praise and worship is to destroy the enemy. Praise and worship team act as forerunners in confronting the enemy. They set the stage for the battle field. They are on the front line to hit the enemy first, and they are to be hit first too. To serve in this ministry, you have to wholeheartedly cling onto Christ, and not on your own, Proverbs 3v5-6. As a praise and worship team member, let it be your language that, ‘I put no trust in my bow, my sword does not bring me victory; but you give us victory over our enemies, you put our adversaries to shame. In God we make our boast all day long, and we will praise your name forever,’ Psalm 44v6-8.

Therefore you have to completely put flesh under subjection. This means beginning everything in prayer before coming to serve, in reaching yourself before you can be outreaching. Therefore praise and worship team is important to the church ministration.  Hence view your function as a minister of substance of the gospel through music and song.  It is not about talent, or your seemingly nice voice. It is all about your attitude and spirit. It means you need to have; the ability to be a good team player that is worthy and can work easily with other team members. You need to be someone who should be heard by the church through your ministration, but not seen as a performer. You need to be one voice, one instrument, and one team with one mission with others. It is important that as you serve in the praise and worship team, see your role as a calling from God, not just an ordinary occurrence of being a helper somehow in the church. Therefore be flexible; deprogram yourself and let God reprogram you, to be sensitized to his every move. Paul said in Galatians 2v20, “It is no longer I who lives, but Christ in me...” Thus, die to the flesh, and let Christ live in you as you soldier on.

Kirchner, in an article, “The power of a child’s praise,” under subheading, “A description of their praise,” states that, ‘It has been my experience that children regularly have the ability to serve as agents of grace. Through the unexpected quip, the little hand in yours when you need it most, or their innocence and boundless excitement for the world when you feel weary, they have a special power. Scripture agrees with me. Psalm 8:2 reads, "Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger." There is power in a child’s praise. The Lord uses it to ward off enemies and silence evil. Its purity is unmatched. That’s why Jesus quotes this verse from the Psalms in his own ministry (Matt. 21:16). That’s why Jesus welcomes the little children and challenges us to be like them to receive heaven’s blessing. A child’s praise is powerful because of what children are able to model. They can demonstrate the principles of faith in such a way that not only pleases God, but teaches us.’ Kirchner, 2014.

Under subheading, “The importance of nurturing their faith,” Kirchner says, ‘In order for children to praise, they need to know the God who is worthy of praise. Nurturing faith can and should take a variety of forms: Sunday school, youth group, Christian friends and mentors, and a Christian school are options. My son would not have expressed that scriptural truth at the dinner table if his Christian preschool teachers had not taught him. But most important is our role to nurture our children’s faith as parents, for we are in the position to be far more influential than anyone else.’ Kirchner, 2014.

She continues to say, ‘In my blog Vocational Mothering, I reflect upon the importance of planting seeds of faith in our children. We have a young and receptive audience for scripture's truths. We have the ability to nurture faith while our children look up to us and listen that will serve them when they are older and forging their own way. For Proverbs 22:6 admonishes, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it” (NKJV). The task of imparting faith to our children is no small one. I have learned that there is an actual statistical window for its effectiveness. According to David Staal’s book, Leading Kids to Jesus, children between the ages of 5-12 are the most receptive to faith invitations. They are almost 35% receptive versus being only about 5% so between the ages of 13-18. This receptivity barely increases at the age of 19 years and older. This is not to discourage evangelism at any age, for there is infinite value in every conversion. But these statistics are convicting that there is a definite window of opportunity to plant seeds of faith when our children are little and under our watch.’ Kirchner, 2014.

Thus membership on the praise team is a position of Christian leadership of high order. Therefore the important function of praise and worship is to lead the congregation in true worship under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The word of God says in John 4v24, “God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” Take note then that the purpose and calling of praise and worship team is that of leading others into the very presence of the living God. Hence you have no room for “performances” and “showmanship,” but strict true praise and worship in any given occasion no matter the numbers of congregants. Thus you and your team should make it their way of life through prayer and fasting, to have a pure heart before God and others. Your body language should speak the nature of your ministry on and off the stage and the eyes of fellow believers.

You have to know that the vision for the praise and worship leader and senior pastor in the church set up, is to raise up and maintain a good praise and worship team and musical program.  Every senior pastor’s desire is to have praise and worship team that adds value to the kingdom of God. Therefore your team must serve to pave the way in preparation for the pastor’s sermons, alter calls and spiritual deliverance tasks that maybe stressful without a spiritual alert team. Apostle Paul says, ‘run in such a way as to get the prize,’ Acts 9v24. The prize here is to completely defeat the enemy. Then pave way for a conducive platform for miracles as the Spirit of God sweeps in. Apostle Paul continues to say, ‘therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do
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