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"The Mecca Bible (The Treasured History of Arabia) represents a remarkable scientific breakthrough and a significant achievement in historical research. Dr. Muhammad Mansur, after dedicating thirty-five years to extensive studies, presents a revelation that challenges conventional biblical scholarship. His findings can be summarized into three key components:

	Palestine is not the Holy Land promised to Abraham.

	Most contemporary Jews, including those residing in Israel, are not descendants of Jacob.

	The Scriptures were written in the ancient Arabic of Kinana, the tribe that has inhabited Western Arabia since the third millennium BCE.



Although Professor Kamal Salibi (1929-2011) had already challenged traditional biblical perspectives in his book "The Bible Came from Arabia," Dr. Muhammad Mansur's research takes this a step further by exploring language and geography, recognizing that although biblical texts were received in a 22-letter shorthand, they must be read in full 28 semitic letters, and not literally as Masoretic scholars did in medieval Palestine and Iraq.


Dr. Mansur proposes that the Bible is, in fact, an ancient Arabic text dating back to the 2nd millennium BCE. His work, "The Mecca Bible," primarily focuses on exploring the history of Ancient Arabia from the time of Noah to the conquest of Hejaz by Nebuchadnezzar, as confirmed by medieval Arab historian at-Tabari, who quoted ancient Arab news narrators.

Employing his innovative methodology for reading the Scriptures, Dr. Mansur's book provides a fascinating glimpse into previously unknown ancient Arabic literature. Moreover, he convincingly demonstrates that the actual geographical locations mentioned in biblical stories are situated in and around Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Arab historians have attached over 40 names to Mecca, many of which have biblical origins.

While Dr. Salibi is considered the pioneer in this line of research, Dr. Mansur deserves credit for advancing and refining it further. In the summer of 2011, Dr. Mansur and his wife Khulood had the opportunity to meet Kamal Salibi for the first time. Dr. Salibi invited them to his residence, overlooking the American University of Beirut, and organized a meeting to discuss this work. During the meeting, Dr. Mansur presented an Arabic reading of Genesis 16 and showcased a map of Mecca, highlighting three sites mentioned in that chapter. This evidence supported the presence of Sarah with Hagar in Mecca. Dr. Salibi praised Dr. Mansur's work and requested time to peer review it. Subsequently, Dr. Salibi called for a second meeting, where he endorsed the methodology and the results. He acknowledged that the Scriptures were written in the old Arabic language of Hejaz and recognized Mecca as the true Jerusalem of the Scriptures (previously, Salibi had suggested it was in the Asir region of southwest Saudi Arabia). Dr. Salibi emphasized the importance of completing the research and publishing it.

It should be noted that I have known Muhammad Mansur since 1971 when we both attended the American University of Beirut, where he graduated as a medical doctor three decades after Dr. Salibi graduated, and a century after Dr. Cornelius Van Dyck, a professor of medicine at the same university, translated the Bible to Arabic. While Dr. Salibi prompted us to reconsider the geography of the Bible, Dr. Mansur's work compels us to reevaluate its language, thus revealing the richness of Arab heritage and its significant role in the ancient world's civilization.

Mahmoud Shurayh Ph D

Beirut / Summer of 2019 
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In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

The autumn of 1971 marked a significant moment for me when I encountered the Old Testament for the first time in a Cultural Studies 201 class at the American University of Beirut (AUB). As various historical aspects came to mind, I sought answers, but the young professor regarded the Bible solely as a book of ethics, dismissing its reliability as a source of history. In late 1984, I obtained a photocopied draft of a book titled "The Bible Came from Arabia" written by Dr. Kamal Salibi, who chaired the history department at AUB. This publication further reinforced my lingering suspicions. However, it wasn't until the summer of 2011 that I finally had the opportunity to meet Dr. Salibi in person.

During our initial meeting, I posed a question to Dr. Salibi: "If the Bible indeed originated from Arabia​[1], wouldn't it have been written in Arabic?" The 84-year-old professor displayed surprise, and to illustrate my point, I read Genesis 16 from a transliterated Hebrew text, but using a 28-letter spelling that was in comprehensible Arabic to everyone present. Dr. Salibi was captivated by this demonstration as he sensed that it could potentially offer further validation to his theory. He conducted a peer review of my work over the following forty days, and in our subsequent meeting, he endorsed both the methodology and the results. He affirmed, "Yes, Ura es-Salam/ ancient Jerusalem is Mecca, and the Scriptures were indeed written in old Arabic." He entrusted me with the responsibility of continuing his research and stressed the importance of publishing my findings. Regrettably, that was our final encounter, as Dr. Salibi passed away one week later.

Particularities About the Culture in Concern

When delving into the civilization of the people mentioned in the Bible, we encounter a distinctive circumstance. Unlike other cultures in the Middle East, such as Mesopotamia or Egypt, the Israelites faced restrictions on constructing temples and inscribing writings due to divine law, which forbade "raising a tool over a stone" to prevent its desecration​[2]. Consequently, the Israelites had to adopt alternative methods to document and preserve their cultural heritage, resulting in the creation of books written on parchment and stored in scrolls. Hence, one should not expect to find extensive inscriptions.

Righteous kings diligently eradicated any inscriptions or altars established outside the capital city by their predecessors, whom they considered unfaithful. Eventually, when the Babylonians destroyed the Holy of Holies and the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon, along with other structures erected by Solomon in Jerusalem, all traces of this unique culture vanished. Consequently, the historicity of the Scriptures has yet to be definitively confirmed. This research endeavors to tackle this age-old enigma, commencing with an introductory chapter aimed at demonstrating why the events described in the Bible could not have taken place in the Levant.

About the Book

The “Mecca Bible” emphasizes three findings:

1- The Mecca region, not Palestine, was the land promised to Abraham and his progeny.

2- The Israelites were tribes of ancient Arabia.

3- The Bible was written in old Arabic.

With these new hypotheses, some illustrations were repeated as deemed necessary, to keep the reader focused on the new material that is in contradiction with traditional teaching.

––––––––
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The Objectives:

	To validate the historicity of a masterpiece of global literary heritage, utilizing geographical, historical, and linguistic evidence pertaining to the relevant lands and their inhabitants. This will be achieved by integrating information from both the Bible, the Qur’an, as well as Arab history and tradition, while avoiding extensive discussions on religious or political matters.

	To reevaluate the original language and classical reading employed in the Scriptures.

	To elucidate the origins of the alphabet utilized in the Scriptures.

	To clarify the process through which the Scriptures were received.

	To highlight the old manipulation of Biblical geography.


Acknowledgement

This study acknowledges Arabia's standing alongside the great civilizations of the ancient world and highlights its superiority in certain aspects:

	The significance of The Sanctified House of Allah in Mecca, as mentioned in the Quran:



"Indeed, the first House [of worship] established for mankind was that at Mecca - blessed and a guidance for the worlds, and sufficient is Allah as a witness."​[3]


	The spreading of monotheism from Arabia, bringing the world out of darkness and into the light of belief in Allah.

	The role of Arabia as the land of all prophets.

	The birthplace of all Heavenly Scriptures and Divine laws.

	The cradle of the first alphabet.

	The Arab nation being the foremost in documenting its history on parchment and having it compiled in book form. With its enduring impact, the Bible became the most printed and widely distributed book in history.

	Originally written in the language of Arabia from the 2nd millennium BCE, the Bible stands as a remarkable achievement to this region.


Book Title 

The title in Arabic is “The Hejazi Torah: The Treasured History of Ancient Arabia;” Torah denoting the Bible as Turath or “Heritage", and Hejaz in reference to Western Arabia, home of the two holy sanctuaries of Islam, where the original Scriptures were revealed and documented, according to this study. The Bible is a precious treasure of Arab heritage, one which Arabs were oblivious to for over two thousand years, and it is time they recognize it, embrace it, and take pride in their land, being the recipient of divine revelation from Adam to Muhammad, peace be upon them. 

Maps

On page—the reader finds a QR Code which provides entry to a designated Google Earth project, with 330 sites mentioned in the text. These sites can also be found under a list of prominent prophets arranged in chronological order.  

Muhammad Mustafa Mansur M.D.

September 6, 2023
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The Promised Land was not Palestine
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This chapter serves as a starting point to bring attention to the paradoxes and contradictions encountered by scholars in the fields of Biblical, historical, and archaeological studies who adhere to classical teachings. Dr. Salibi's exploration in "The Bible Came from Arabia" was not the first of its kind. Prominent European orientalists, including Montgomery, Margolioth, Berkowitz, Winkler, and Israel Wolfensohn, had already addressed this subject during the early 20th century. Regrettably, their voices were met with ridicule and silence due to the influential Zionist movement prevailing at the time.

Today, it is common among scholars to cast doubt on many of the historical and cultural details present in the Scriptures, as they do not correspond to the presumed geography of Palestine and are not compatible with the results of Y-DNA Haplogroup studies performed among Jewish communities in general. Additionally, archaeological excavations in Israel have yielded disappointing results. Instead of reviewing the traditional geography of concern, secular scientists have opted to view the Scriptures as a collection of mythologies borrowed from foreign cultures during the Babylonian exile.

Numerous unanswered inquiries, disregarded for centuries, began resurfacing in recent years. In this chapter, I have curated some of these thought-provoking questions to provide readers, especially the uninitiated, with a broader perspective:

1. In Noah's story, the mountain on which his Ark landed was Ararat, thought to exist between Turkey and Armenia. However, the name Ararat was not known during the Greek or Roman eras. It was only attributed to this mountain by Moses of Chorene/Harran in the Syriac period. It is hard to understand why Shem, Noah's son, would have migrated from a region abundant in water to the arid desert of Arabia, the cradle of Semitism.

2. The domesticated camel is frequently mentioned in the stories of the patriarchs, from Abraham to Jacob. We now know from Carbon 14 studies conducted on animal bones taken from archaeological sites by Professor William Albright in the 1940’s, that prior to the 11th century BCE, the domesticated camel was not in use north of Arabia, and it appeared in Mesopotamian inscriptions only in the late Assyrian period, and in Egypt​[4] from the Achaemenian period. 

Additionally, we know of the prohibition on consuming camel meat in the law of Moses​[5], although the camel was not commonly known in Greater Syria until Roman times! 

3. If Tera/Azar, the father of Abraham, had been in Mesopotamia and desired to migrate to Palestine, he would have likely chosen the well-traveled Fertile Crescent highway along the Euphrates River instead of the significantly longer route through Harran in East Turkey. Likewise, it would have taken Jacob, along with his livestock, a minimum of three weeks to reach Jordan from Harran, but according to the Scriptures, his uncle Laban caught up with him in just seven days!​[6]

4- Among the Hajj rituals is the symbolic stoning of the devil at Mina, which commemorates the incident when Abraham wanted to sacrifice his son at Mount al-Marwa. During this event, the devil appeared to him three times southeast of Mecca, attempting to dissuade him from the sacrifice. Abraham responded by stoning the devil on each occasion. For those who believe that Abraham was approaching Mecca from Palestine, the encounter would have taken place north of Mecca.

5. In the Qur’an's account of Lot's story, Sodom was destroyed by brimstones from heaven. Approaching the Dead Sea region, falsely named Sea of Lot, we find no volcanoes, claimed for centuries to be under seawater; now this sea is quickly running dry, and no volcanoes have appeared! Additionally, the Qur’an states that Sodom was on the path of the Quraysh summer caravan trail, which would correspond to the Syrian Hajj Trail, but the latter lies much further to the east from the Dead Sea. 

6. “And We brought him and Lot to the land upon which We have bestowed Our blessings for all the people of the world.”​[7]

This refers to Abraham and the city of Mecca, where the Holy House of God was located, though buried under sand since the time of Noah's flood. Inspired by God, Abraham discovered the location and, with the help of Ishmael/Ismail, excavated and uncovered its foundations. They then rebuilt it and called people to pilgrimage.​[8] A logical question would then arise: why would Abraham give up this great mission and go back to Palestine, which was not his birthplace anyway?

7. In Genesis, Abraham gave up his Aramaic for that of Canaan/Kinana, his new homeland, and his descendants adhered to it, whereas in the Levant, from what we know from inscriptions, only Aramaic was used before and after Jesus Christ. If Canaanite/Hebrew was spoken in Palestine, nobody explained how, why, and when it disappeared. Ezra on his return to the Holy Land noted that some Israelite children spoke the language of Ashdod​[9], which would have been close to Canaanite, but he mentioned nothing about a shift to Aramaic. 

8. In the days of Jacob, the land experienced an extended drought, prompting his children to seek his permission to journey to Misraim for provisions. After granting their request, Jacob instructed them to carry along some of the finest products from the land of Canaan as gifts for the person in charge. Among the products he suggested were balsam, musk, tragacanth gum, resin, and other items​[10], which are known to be products of Arabia and not the eastern Mediterranean. 

9. When Jacob/Ya'qub felt compelled to migrate to Egypt upon the urging of Yusuf, his journey began at the well of "ash-Shebaa’a," an alternate name for Zamzam near the Kaaba in Mecca. Here, he made offerings in what can be regarded as an Umrah pilgrimage, serving as a poignant farewell to the Sacred House of Allah. He had a deep awareness that he might not return, especially given the prolonged drought. In contrast, Beer-Ha-Shebaha (Hubasha) in the south held no religious significance.

10. Concerning the infant Moses, the wife of Pharaoh spoke these words:

“A comfort of the eye for me and for you. Kill him not, perhaps he may be of benefit to us, or we may adopt him as a son. “And they perceive not (the result of that). ​[11] 

These words were born out of the fact that her husband was sterile and childless, an aspect not explicitly documented in the precise records of the 18th Egyptian Dynasty.

11. The presence of volcanoes described in Exodus​[12] within the regions of Misraim and Sinai does not align with the geographical reality of Egypt and contemporary Sinai, because in these regions there are no volcanoes that match the descriptions. However, the Middle East, specifically Ethiopia, Yemen, and the Hejaz region of Western Arabia, boasts a significant number of volcanoes.

12. In the presence of the awe-inspiring Pyramids of Giza, there seemed to be no necessity for Pharaoh to declare, as it is written:

“O Chiefs I know not that you have a god other than me, so kindle for me a fire, O Haman, to bake bricks out of clay, and set up for me a lofty tower, in order that I may look for the god of Moses, and verily, I think that Moses is one of the liars," ​[13] 

Worth noting is that the Great Pyramid remained the tallest human-made structure in history until the advent of the Eiffel Tower in Paris at the close of the 19th century AD.

13. Interestingly, many of the Biblical Misraim locations find their modern counterparts not in Egypt, but rather in Ethiopia and Eritrea. These include places such as Metera of Sana’fi, Inine of Tigray, Axum of Tigray, Fetimney of Amara, Adi Ramets of Tigray, Sekota of Amhara, Adamah of Oromia, Sefane of Oromia, Danakil, and finally, the shores at Bab al-Mandeb. Additionally, the Eritrean port of Zoan, also known as Musawwa’, is notably mentioned in the Book of Numbers​[14].

14. According to most authorities, the events described in Exodus, including the wandering for forty years and the conquest of the Holy Land, are believed to have taken place around the 15th century BCE. During this time, Egypt, under the rule of the 18th dynasty, was at the height of its military and political power. Ahmose had successfully expelled the Hyksos groups and established strong garrisons in Sinai to protect the Nile valley and safeguard valuable resources such as copper and turquoise. Additionally, Egypt had complete control over Palestine and all of Syria at that time. Given these historical circumstances, it raises questions about the feasibility of Israelite groups easily escaping from the tightly controlled Nile Valley, residing in Sinai for forty years without encountering Egyptian forces, and subsequently infiltrating and occupying Palestine—the renowned Holy Land of Canaan.

15. During the crossing of the sea, there was an unavoidable water passage between Misraim and Sinai. In Moses' farewell sermon, he warned the Children of Israel that failing to follow divine law would result in their return to Misraim by ship,​[15] a prediction that eventually came true. If they had been in Egypt, they would have traveled to Palestine using the land strip that existed before the creation of the Suez Canal, covering approximately 120 km. In this case, Moses would not have needed to lead them south to the Gulf of Suez and wait for a divine miracle to occur before Passover.

16. According to Exodus and paralleled in the Qur’an,​[16] the Israelites had a substantial number of cattle as they departed. This continued throughout their years of wandering. However, the present-day Sinai region, with its harsh environment, is unsuitable for cattle rearing. Cattle require abundant supply of water daily, and the Qur’an also mentions their use for tilling and irrigation, which would be challenging in Sinai due to the absence of farmland. 

17. It has been suggested that Moses wrote the Torah using an old Aramaic script (Phoenician-like alphabet). During Moses' time, Hieratic (a cursive form of Hieroglyphic) was used in Egypt, and Cuneiform was employed in Palestine. In the reign of King Josiah/Wasia, a copy of this book, believed to have been written by Joshua or one of Aaron's sons, was discovered in the Temple. The passage​[17] mentions that the king, Hilkiah/Khalakiah the high priest, and Shaphan/Sufyan the scribe, were all able to read it in the 7th century BCE. These circumstances raise questions regarding the script in which the Torah was originally written, as Moses lived centuries prior to the emergence of the Aramaic script.

18. During prayer, devout Jews wear Phylacteries and Tefillin amulets. One of these amulets bears a striking resemblance to the Holy Kaaba in terms of shape and color. Inside the amulet, four writings are placed: two from Exodus and two from Deuteronomy.​[18] The amulet is worn as a forehead band, accompanied by a leather belt wrapped seven times counterclockwise around the left arm, reminiscent of the circumambulation ritual around the Kaaba. These practices of wearing Phylacteries and Tefillin were ordained for Jews during their time in Sinai,​[19]​[20]​[21] indicating an earlier awareness of the existence of the Holy House of Allah. The principle of Qibla (facing Mecca at prayer) was known to the Israelites even before they left Misraim, because Moses and Aaron​[22] were ordained to prepare houses for their people in Misraim, to make their own two houses a Qibla (i.e., in the Azimuth of Mecca), and to establish prayer. 

19. During the years of wandering, God instructed Moses to prepare a fragrant mixture for anointing the ark of the covenant and the Tabernacle, ​[23] as well as consecrating Aaron and his sons. This sacred blend included finely ground Myrrh, cinnamon, balsam, the fruit of Moringa, and oil. The procurement of these ingredients would have posed a considerable challenge had Moses and the Israelites been isolated in the southern Sinai Peninsula, where trade caravans seldom ventured. Conversely, these components could have been readily acquired if they were situated in Tehama, along the bustling trade route linking Mecca and Yemen.

20. Moses stood on Mount Nebo​[24] and saw the farthest western sea, believed to be the Mediterranean. However, the current Mount Nebo in Jordan does not provide a view of the Mediterranean because mountains in the West Bank obstruct the sightline.

21. In the story of Balaam, the Aramean sorcerer, it is mentioned that Moab/Manhab was situated near Midian/Maddan (Bani Malek of Hejaz).​[25] However, according to traditional Biblical geography, the distance between these regions is depicted as being much greater, approximately 800 kilometers, stretching from Bida' in northwestern Arabia to the north of Jordan. Similarly, in Judges 6, it is described that the Midianites/ Madaan (of Najran) frequently invaded the territories of Manasseh (in Taif), which is a much shorter distance compared to the distance mentioned in traditional accounts.

22. During the time of Joshua, the land we now know as Palestine, referred to as "Retjenu" in Egyptian records, was firmly under the control of the formidable 18th dynasty. This raises a compelling question: how did Joshua manage to conquer it without encountering a single Egyptian soldier?

23. Following Herodotus, Manetho, a distinguished high priest of Egypt, documented a comprehensive history of Egypt known as Aegyptiaca, around 323 BCE. He recorded this historical account in both Hieratic and Greek, but unlike in the mid-3rd century BCE Septuagint, there is no mention of Misraim, Pharaoh, Sinai, Moses, or the Hebrews. These observations lead to a consistent conclusion: Misraim and Egypt were distinct entities, not interchangeable terms.

24. In the Book of Judges, the narrative recounts the confinement of Samson/Shamsan in Gaza City.​[26] In a remarkable act, he rose at midnight, seized the city gate's shutters, and, along with the crossbar, removed them. Carrying this weight upon his shoulders, he ascended to the summit of a mountain facing the village of Arba (Fara’). However, the geographical details mentioned in the story do not align with those of Gaza or the West Bank city of Hebron. This discrepancy arises from the absence of mountains near Gaza that would provide a vantage point overlooking Hebron. Instead, these specific details correspond more closely with the locations of al-Jaizah, Mount Herman, and the historical village of al-Fara’ in the Adhim province, situated to the south of Mecca.

25. From the Qur’an we learn about a warning sent by King Solomon to the Queen of Sheba ​[27] ​[28] , who would have been 63 caravan stages far from Palestine. At this distance, his warning would have been void of impact, as we remember the ill-fated campaign of Aelius Gallus, the Roman ruler of Egypt, to Marib in 26 BCE. This implies that Solomon’s kingdom must have been much closer to Sheba than previously thought.

26. During the time of King Solomon, his ships received assistance from Hiram, allegedly the King of Tyre, and embarked on journeys that occurred every three years. These voyages were laden with valuable goods such as ivory, gold, spices, sandalwood, apes, and peacocks. The destinations of these expeditions can be inferred to be Africa and the Indian subcontinent, considering that gold likely originated from Africa and peacocks were sourced from India or Sri Lanka.​[29] It is unlikely that Hiram could have constructed ships in Eilat, as transporting the heavy wooden planks required for shipbuilding across the Negev Desert to the Red Sea would have posed significant challenges. Additionally, regular navigation in the northern part of the Red Sea was not feasible until Roman times when advancements in shipbuilding technology reached Egypt. The Red Sea itself was treacherous for navigation due to the abundance of coral reefs, and there were limited ports that provided fresh water for sailors. The monsoon winds do not extend north of the Saudi coastal village of Al-Wajh, which is located south of Latitude 27, while Eilat was situated north of Latitude 29. We believe that the true location of Eilat was El Leith, southwest of Mecca, positioned at Latitude 20. In Solomon's era, Hiram referred to the Sultan of Oman, who possessed skilled captains in the Arabian Sea and knowledge of the patterns of the monsoon winds, which remained undisclosed until Ben Majed revealed them to Vasco Da Gama in the 16th century CE. 

27.  According to the accounts in Kings II, it is mentioned that Solomon engaged in horse trading, purchasing horses from Misraim, and selling them to another people, traditionally believed to be Hittites from Asia Minor. However, this scenario appears to be unlikely given that the Hittites were geographically situated near Armenia, which was considered a more conventional source of horses. The source of Solomon's horses can be traced to Ethiopia (referred to as Misraim in the Bible and Misr in Quran). Even to this day, horses are utilized for travel and agricultural purposes in Ethiopia. These horses were acquired by al-Whowaitat tribesmen, who still inhabit the region spanning from the northern part of Hejaz to the southern part of Jordan. This alternative perspective aligns more closely with historical and geographical factors surrounding horse trade during that era.

28. King Solomon's banquets were renowned for their opulence and variety, featuring an assortment of dishes such as beef, mutton, elk, antelope meat, and wild birds,​[30] with conspicuous absence of domestic birds like chickens, ducks, and geese, which are typically prominent on the tables of the wealthy in the Levant. In inner Arabia on the other hand, the absence of fish and domestic birds from the banquet menu aligns with local culinary traditions. 

29. In the Book of Kings 1​[31], it is recorded that Solomon's Temple had foundations constructed from massive, precisely cut stones measuring 8-10 cubits. This choice was likely influenced by the nature of the site, which had sedimentary soil. In contrast, the second temple, built on the Temple hill in Palestinian Jerusalem, didn't require such foundations because the entire hill consists of limestone.

30. After completing the construction of the Temple and the Cedar Palace for Solomon, Hiram, this time the king of Sa’dis of Taif rather than the Sidonians, was rewarded with land in Jaleel. However, Hiram did not appreciate this reward.​[32] If the land were truly located in the Galilee region of Palestine, he would have felt very grateful. The Galilee, known for its fertile land and water resources, was the preferred destination for the first Jewish settlers who migrated to Palestine around the turn of the 20th century. However, what Hiram received was the Valley of Jalal, situated in the arid volcanic Harrat Rahat, northeast of Mecca.

31, The story of Jonah and the whale recounts that Jonah had to embark on a ship while returning from Nineveh in northern Iraq to his presumed hometown in Palestine. However, this narrative appears illogical as his journey should have been entirely by land. Additionally, it is worth noting that blue whales, the only likely species in question (check the chapter on the northern kingdom), are not found in the Mediterranean. These immense sea creatures are known to roam the coasts of Oman and Yemen throughout the year. They regularly come to the surface every 15 minutes to breathe, sustaining themselves solely on filtered plankton while expelling all other substances.

32. The incident known as the "miracle" of shadow deflection on King Ahaz's solar clock,​[33] which took place during the reign of King Hezekiah and the mission of Prophet Isaiah, holds scientific significance when examined through astronomical calculations. This event provides evidence that challenges the notion of Ancient Jerusalem's location in Palestine (at latitude 31.47). Remarkably, this phenomenon, which remained unexplained until the 19th century CE, exclusively manifests itself south of the Tropic of Cancer (at latitude 23), and specifically on the summer solstice, occurring on June 21st.

33. Tabari, the foremost authority among medieval Arab historians, quoted ancient Arab sources saying that the children of Israel went too far in persecuting their prophets, so God inspired Jeremiah to send a message to Nebuchadnezzar to invade Arab land whose inhabitants’ dwellings had no doors, meaning Arabia Deserta. So, why were Arabs to be blamed for acts that the Israelites committed if these were not living in their land. Similarly, Tabari mentioned that Baruch travelled to Babylon via Najran, which was the only known exit, at the time, between west and east Arabia, and would have been unimaginably far had they been in Palestine. 

34. Herodotus, widely regarded as the "father of history," dedicated seven years of his life to extensively documenting the histories of Tyre, Egypt, and Babylon in the East. Interestingly, despite being a contemporary of Ezra, who played a significant role in compiling the Old Testament, Herodotus made no mention of the Israelites, their prophets, kings, cities, or books in his works. This absence can be attributed to the fact that Herodotus did not have any firsthand knowledge of the Israelites' exile and return, as his travels did not extend to the region of Mecca in Arabia. Additionally, it's worth noting that Herodotus only mentioned two regions—Phoenicia and Palestine—between Cilicia (in Turkey) and Egypt, i.e., Judea and Samaria were not in this region,

35. Archaeological excavations conducted in Palestine have thus far failed to provide evidence supporting the existence of a royal capital dating back to 1000 BCE. Similarly, notable artifacts have not been discovered in the surrounding regions, except for Jericho, which is located at the eastern edge of the supposed Promised Land. Since the occupation of the West Bank in 1967, extensive excavations have taken place beneath Al-Aqsa Mosque and its environs. However, the results have been underwhelming, leading some archaeologists, such as Israel Finkelstein​[34], Neil Silberman, and Zeif Hertzog, to question the historical accuracy of the Scriptures, describing them as mythologic literature. According to Kings I, the original Temple was built over foundations of 8–10-cubit sawn rocks​[35], suggesting the presence of silty or sedimentary soil, whereas the second temple built in Jerusalem did not need much preparation, the hill itself being a massive limestone rock.

36. During the pre-Islamic era in Arabia, the day we now know as Friday was referred to as Uruba, which held the meaning of "sunset." This name likely originated during a time when observing the Sabbath was prevalent, as it commenced at sunset on the sixth day of the week.

37. In the pre-Islamic era, Arabian Jews eagerly anticipated the arrival of a redeeming Messiah. Similarly, Kaab ben Luai, who was a seventh-generation ancestor of Muhammad (pbuh), was known for his eloquence and Friday sermons in Mecca. He prophesied the emergence of a prophet from his lineage. This leads to an intriguing question: why were the pagan Quraysh also expecting a prophet? It's plausible that they possessed prior knowledge of this prophecy due to their Gershonite origins.

38. In the book of Sahih Muslim, it is reported that A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) said: “Quraish used to fast on the Day of Ashura (Passover) in the pre-Islamic period, and the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) used to do so before and after he migrated to Medina. However, after fasting the month of Ramadan was ordained, Muhammad decreed: Whoever wills may fast it or leave it”. This situation leads to a thought-provoking question: Since Ashura was rooted in Jewish traditions and there were no Jews in Mecca during that era, why did the people of Mecca fast on this occasion? The most plausible explanation is that it was a remnant of an ancient tradition, a time when Western Arabia followed the law of Moses.

39. Recent DNA studies have provided compelling evidence indicating that most Jewish males across the globe do not belong to the Y-DNA J1 Haplogroup, which has been associated with Abraham. Instead, this haplogroup is found predominantly among individuals in Arabia and southern Iraq, and it is often referred to as "The Arab Gene" by renowned American genealogist Anatole Klyosov, who is widely respected in this field of research.

40. References to fish in the Scriptures are infrequent, and when mentioned, they are often depicted as "Deke el-Yam," meaning Sea Rooster. This name refers to a fish species widely found in the Red Sea under the name "Deke El Bahr." This fish was not known in the Mediterranean region prior to the opening of the Suez Canal in the 19th century CE, which allowed for the exchange of marine species between the two bodies of water.

41. Frequent references are made to resins of trees that grow in Arabia but not in the Levant, including myrrh, frankincense, and balsam. Additionally, plant species like wild Nabak/ Sidr and Ala/ Sarh, traditionally interpreted as oak, are also mentioned. ​[36] 

42. According to the Scriptures, the Promised Land is portrayed as having rugged and mountainous terrain that proved challenging for Assyrian invaders​[37], and its villages were fortified with towering structures. However, this depiction does not align with the current landscape of Palestine. In modern times, settlers initially established themselves in the fertile coastal areas of Palestine, taking advantage of the sea for trade and communication with the outside world. In contrast, the Scriptures describe people settling in the mountains, seeking a sense of security, with the sea playing no significant role in their daily lives.

43. The tribal names under Canaan/Kinana, such as Jabusi/ Bassi, Amorite/al-Amri, Hawi/Al-Hafi, Hittite/Houti/Whowaiti, Horite/Hujurite, and more, are conspicuously absent from the historical records of Palestine, Jordan, as well as the archaeological libraries unearthed in Ebla, Ras Shamra, Nineveh, Babylon, and Egypt. However, these names are still recognized within the traditions of Arabia.

44. The Battle of Qarqar, in which Shalmaneser V faced an alliance of more than ten Arab armies defending their homeland, took place north of Najran along the ancient caravan trail in Arabia. It is illogical to imagine that these Arab armies traveled all the way to northwestern Syria to challenge the king on his own territory.

45. The Assyrian Army, under Sennacherib's command, besieged Ura es-Salam/Jerusalem and delivered a warning letter to King Hezekiah,​[38] cautioning him about the fate that befell other territories that were now under Sennacherib's control. These territories included Safra, Aden, Khairan, Hima, Jazan, and Rufud/ Rafida, all located in Yemen, Al-Dawasir valley, Najran, Jazan, and Asir regions of Arabia respectively. If Jerusalem were in Palestine, would king Hezekiah have known about them, or even cared about what had happened to them, being so far from his land? 

46. " The fair promise of thy Lord was fulfilled for the children of Israel, because they had patience and constancy, and We levelled to the ground the great works and the buildings which Pharaoh and his people erected (with such pride)." ​[39]

If we were to consider Misraim as Egypt in this case, it raises a curious point. The pyramids and the Sphinx, being among the most prominent monuments predating the time of Moses (pbuh), should not have endured to the present day.

47. " Thus [We turned them (Pharaoh’s people) out] and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit them." ​[40]

Historical records from Egypt do not provide evidence that Israelites took control of Egypt, nor do they mention a kingdom of David and Solomon extending its dominion into the Nile Valley. The Biblical and Qur'anic land of Misraim appears to align with the territory of Abyssinia. According to Ethiopian tradition, Menelik, the son of Solomon and Magda, the Queen of Sheba and Abyssinia, ruled this land under the title of the "Lion of Judah," a title retained by Ethiopian monarchs up to the era of Haile Selassie (1892-1975 CE).

In Jewish tradition, it is also recounted that during the Babylonian conquest of ancient Jerusalem, some Danite groups fled to Abyssinia along with Jeremiah and the Ark of the Covenant. Subsequently, the first Axumite kingdom was established under the law of Moses, with Ge'ez as its language, closely related to ancient Arabic. This aligns with prophecies made by Moses regarding an Israelite return to Egypt by ship, and Isaiah's mention of the use of the Kinana language in Misraim.

48. During the reign of King Darius the Great (521-486 BCE), his vast kingdom was divided into 20 administrative regions. The names of these regions were documented in the Rustam inscription, located near the Royal cemetery north of Persepolis in Shiraz, Iran. Notably, the fifth territory encompassed the area stretching from the border of Cilicia with Syria to the Egyptian border. However, this territory only included Phoenicia, Palestine, and Cyprus, with no specific mention of Judea or Samaria.

49. The absence of rhyme can be observed in various poetic compositions found in the Scriptures, including Psalms and other notable pieces, such as the poems of Mary the sister of Aaron and Moses, the Well, Deborah/Zibara, Samuel's mother, the Bow by David, and the Song of Songs by Solomon. This distinctive absence raises justifiable questions about the transliteration of the Scriptures to Aramaic script, from a previously unknown one, which was conducted by Ezra in the fifth century BCE.

50. The Book of Ayoub/Job is considered by Jewish scholars to be of Aramaic or Arab origin and has no reference to Moses or the Law. The Quran mentions that Ayoub is a descendant of Abraham. This raises the question: why was the Book of Job included in the compilation process of the Old Testament alongside other sacred texts, given that it didn't originate from a group that claimed the OT as part of its heritage?

51. In Arabia, ancient inscriptions, particularly in Thamudic, the oldest non-shorthand Semitic alphabet, are concentrated in the northern regions like al-Ula, Dedan, and Teyma, as well as Najran in the south. These regions lie outside the borders of the Holy Land in Tehama. This concentration of inscriptions can be attributed to the prohibition of inscriptions in the Law of Moses​[41], a measure taken to prevent the creation of idols for worship. However, this prohibition was lifted in the Islamic era, as evidenced by Muhammad's (pbuh) farewell sermon during Hajj, where he proclaimed that Satan had given up hope of being worshipped again in Arabia. Consequently, hundreds of Islamic inscriptions can now be found in the vicinity of Mecca and Medina.

Consequences 

These unanswered questions have contributed to the emergence of a secular narrative that dismisses the Scriptures as mere mythologies without any basis. Instead of reexamining the traditional geography, there have been suggestions to disregard the Scriptures as a reliable historical source. However, why has it taken until now to confront these issues? For over 2,000 years, the matter was not seen as urgent since Jewish communities lived as ordinary citizens in various regions. However, with the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 and the subsequent displacement of millions of Palestinians, a profound humanitarian crisis unfolded. This has been accompanied by repeated wars and nominal peace treaties that have not been widely accepted by most Arab populations. In addition to political tensions, the lack of archaeological evidence in Palestine, and the findings from Y-DNA studies, are expected to undermine Zionist claims in the long term. Ultimately, a just and peaceful resolution must be sought, free from racism and apartheid policies.

For those wishing to delve into this field, it is essential to possess adequate proficiency in the following areas:

	A solid understanding of the Bible and the ancient religions prevalent in the Middle East.

	Proficiency in ancient languages, with a particular emphasis on Biblical Hebrew and some familiarity with Aramaic.

	A comprehensive understanding of the Quran.

	Proficiency in Arabic and its various dialects, particularly those of Arabia.

	In-depth knowledge of Jewish history, particularly the periods encompassing the first and second Temples.

	A thorough grasp of the available historical records pertaining to pre-Islamic accounts in Arabia.

	Detailed knowledge of the natural history and geography of Arabia.

	A strong comprehension of the Arab tribes, both in terms of their past and present lineages.

	Proficiency in Y-DNA studies relating to Arab and Jewish populations.


.

Comment

Constructive criticism of “The Mecca Bible" is most welcome, but those who refute it altogether should be prepared to provide valid alternative explanations to at least the paradoxes mentioned in this chapter, knowing that many more remain in the material of the book, which the initiated reader will discover as the text contents gradually unfold.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Methodology
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To gain insights into ancient civilizations, one must rely on inscriptions or texts, and deciphering them requires a sound understanding of the relevant language. Therefore, if the Scriptures were of Arab origin, they need to be reevaluated, read, and interpreted accordingly. The methodology employed in this study involved a comprehensive approach. All 28 letters of Semitic languages were utilized, drawing upon etymology, and guided by classic exegesis. The findings led to the conclusion that the Bible originated from Arabic roots, initially written in the dialect of the ancient Kinana tribe, who inhabited the lowlands of western Arabia since the 3rd millennium BCE. Chaim Rabin, the renowned Semitics scholar, acknowledged the striking resemblance between Biblical Hebrew and the Arabic of Kinana, in the middle of the twentieth century, although he did not extensively explore the matter​[42]. It has been a monumental task to reevaluate the reading of a book that God swore by in the Quran​[43], putting it on par with heaven, earth, and the surging ocean!

Lip of Canaan as the Dialect of Kinana 

In 2001, I delved into the study of two manuscripts. One was a copy of the original letter sent by Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) to Sawa, the King of Bahrain, and the other to al-Mukawkass, the Egyptian governor in Alexandria during the early 7th century CE. What caught my attention were few letters that resembled square Aramaic writing, sparking my curiosity about Hebrew. I managed to obtain the first page of Genesis 1, which I transliterated into Arabic. As I read and reflected on the way it sounded, I realized the striking resemblance to Arabic, though not identical. My curiosity grew, and I gradually developed a strong passion for learning Biblical Hebrew but faced a dilemma with two options. One was the prohibition of Arabic in the classroom, while the other was being taught by a professor who had no knowledge of Arabic! Both options would have hindered my purpose. Left with no suitable alternatives, I decided to embark on the journey of studying Biblical Hebrew on my own, considering it a newly discovered language. To facilitate my studies, I developed a trilinear module structured as follows:

	Hebrew text​[44] transliterated into Arabic.

	28-letter Arabic reading, considering dialects of western Arabia.

	Meaning, mostly aligned with traditional exegesis, except for the contextual understanding of places and people.


Developing the first line was not a challenge, and for the third line I benefited greatly from the abundance of classical interpretations of the Old Testament. However, the second line posed a difficult task. I made a conscious decision to ignore Masoretic marks and signs, fearing that they might steer me back to the 22-letter reading, which I found illogical, because all other Semitic languages had 28-30 spoken letters, and the words of St. John Philby echoed in my mind: "Semitic is Arabic.”

Furthermore, I resisted using a Hebrew-Arabic dictionary due to the potential influence of Aramaic and Yiddish. My hypothesis was simple: if Dr. Salibi's insights about geography were accurate, then the Scriptures should be in Arabic, as Arabic had been the sole spoken language in Arabia throughout its history. However, it took me years to realize that the Scriptures were not written in standard Arabic but rather in the ancient dialect of western Arabia. I often wonder why, despite fourteen centuries of rich literary efforts, no Muslim born scholar ventured into this endeavor, despite the frequent borrowing of Biblical material to fill gaps in the history of prophets mentioned in the Qur’an.

In the 5th century CE, Masoretic scholars initiated their efforts to decipher the ancient Hebrew Scriptures in Galilee of Palestine, which was then under Byzantine rule. The Qur’an, revealed in the early 7th century CE, repeatedly indicated that the Scriptures were being misread, but unfortunately, these warnings went unheeded. Initially written in the 22-letter Uthmani Arabic script, the Quran underwent a shift to the 28-letter Arabic script as Islam spread and non-Arabs embraced the faith, with each vocalized letter represented by a clearly separate written letter. This change was implemented by Abdul Malik Ben Marwan, the Umayyad Khalifah in the late 7th century CE. It is puzzling why contemporary Jewish scholars did not take this example into consideration, nor did their followers in the following four centuries!

Script Characteristics

In the beginning, I found it useful to compare the names of prophets, kings, and nations mentioned in both Hebrew and Greek Scriptures (with the Septuagint being the oldest translation) with those in the Qur’an. For example, Yishak/Isaac/Ishak, Moshe/Moses/Musa, Aharon/Aaron/Haroun, Shlomi/Solomon/Suleiman, and so on. Interestingly, the Greek readings were closer to the Arabic of the Quran than to Hebrew
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