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    J.K. Rowling famously came up with the idea for the Harry Potter series on a train from Manchester to London, though the first book in the series was not published until several years later. The first novel in the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, achieved unprecedented success, and Rowling was catapulted to fame. The immense popularity of Harry Potter only grew with the publication of the later books in the series, and Rowling is now one of the most well-known and influential children’s authors in the world.


    Following the publication of the final book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Rowling took a break from publishing until 2012, when her first adult novel, The Casual Vacancy, was released. She has since published four crime novels in her Cormoran Strike series, which is published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, as well as a play which follows on from the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.
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    Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is the seventh book in the Harry Potter series. It was met with mostly positive reception when it was first published in 2007.


    The novel follows Harry as he goes in search of Voldemort’s Horcruxes, the pieces of Voldemort’s soul introduced to the story in the previous novel, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (2005), which must be destroyed before Voldemort can be killed. The wizarding world is at war, and with the death of Dumbledore, Voldemort’s Death Eaters have increased their influence at Hogwarts. Harry does not return to school for his seventh year, and instead embarks on a journey to find and destroy the Horcruxes, and eventually Voldemort himself.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    LEAVING PRIVET DRIVE


    Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows begins at the Malfoys’ mansion, where Voldemort and the Death Eaters are discussing Harry and the Order of the Phoenix’s plans to move him safely from Privet Drive once he turns 17, when he will no longer be protected. Meanwhile, Harry is waiting to leave his aunt and uncle’s house for good. He says goodbye to the Dursleys, and members of the Order arrive to take Harry to The Burrow. They announce that the plan is for six of them to take Polyjuice Potion so that they resemble Harry, which will confuse the Death Eaters should they be ambushed.


    Harry is accompanied by Hagrid when they leave and, sure enough, the Death Eaters attack. The Order members are scattered and Harry’s owl Hedwig is killed. During the flight, the Death Eaters recognise Harry when he uses the Expelliarmus spell, which merely disarms the caster’s opponent, as Harry is known to frequently use this spell in situations where other wizards are likely to use more violent spells. Nevertheless, he manages to arrive safely at The Burrow, where he is reunited with the other members of the Order, and it transpires that Mad-Eye Moody has been killed and George Weasley has lost an ear.


    Harry, Ron and Hermione announce that they are leaving Hogwarts, to Mrs. Weasley’s disappointment. Harry turns 17, which means he is now free to perform magic as he pleases. The Minister for Magic, Rufus Scrimgeour, visits The Burrow with Dumbledore’s will, announcing that Dumbledore had bequeathed items to Harry, Ron and Hermione. To Ron he left his Deluminator, to Hermione a book of children’s stories called The Tales of Beedle the Bard, and to Harry the Snitch he caught in his first Quidditch match and the sword of Godric Gryffindor. It is decided, however, that the sword belongs to Hogwarts.


    ON THE RUN


    The wedding of Ron’s brother Bill to Fleur Delacour takes place at The Burrow. Some of the wedding guests share stories of Dumbledore, and Harry begins to feel that he understands less about his former mentor than he thought he did, particularly after he learns about Dumbledore’s unusual sister Ariana, who died in mysterious circumstances. The wedding comes to a sudden end with the arrival of a message: “‘The Ministry has fallen. Scrimgeour is dead. They are coming.’” (p. 127). The guests scatter in panic, and Harry, Ron and Hermione Disapparate (teleport) to London.


    They take shelter in a café and are ambushed by Death Eaters, before heading to Grimmauld Place, Sirius Black’s old home which now belongs to Harry. Harry begins to explore the house and comes across the bedroom of Sirius’s brother Regulus. Harry realises that Regulus’s initials – R.A.B – match the signature on the note inside the locket that he and Dumbledore had found when searching for one of Voldemort’s Horcruxes in the previous book. This note stated that its author had found and destroyed the real Horcrux, and that the necklace Harry and Dumbledore had found was nothing more than a decoy. Harry calls Kreacher the house-elf and, after questioning him to confirm that Regulus was indeed the person who had switched the lockets, sets him the task of locating the real locket, which Regulus had in fact been unable to destroy.


    Kreacher returns with Mundungus Fletcher, who had stolen the locket from Grimmauld Place. Reluctantly, he tells them he sold the locket to a Ministry witch with a bow in her hair, and Harry realises he means Dolores Umbridge, his sadistic former Defence Against the Dark Arts professor.


    INFILTRATING THE MINISTRY


    The Daily Prophet reports that Snape has been instated as Headmaster of Hogwarts, as Harry, Ron and Hermione plan to sneak into the Ministry of Magic to find Umbridge. Meanwhile, Harry has been having recurring visions of Voldemort’s activities. He has interrogated the wandmakers Ollivander and Gregorovitch, though Harry is not sure why.


    Harry, Ron and Hermione Apparate to the Ministry of Magic, where they take Polyjuice Potion to transform themselves into Ministry employees. Based on the reactions of other employees, Harry finds he has impersonated a particularly intimidating wizard. Harry, Ron and Hermione become separated and Harry, having seen Umbridge on her way to the courtroom, makes his way to her office to search for the locket. Unable to find it, he goes down to the courtroom under his Invisibility Cloak, where he finds Umbridge, now Head of the Muggle-born Registration Commission, interrogating Muggle-borns, one of whom is the wife of the wizard Ron is currently impersonating.


    Umbridge is wearing the locket and Harry stupefies her and the other interrogators, rescuing the witch under interrogation and stealing the locket. Harry, Ron and Hermione barely make it out of the Ministry, and their escape is interrupted when they are grabbed by a Death Eater named Yaxley. This means that Yaxley is brought along with them when they Disapparate back to Grimmauld Place, and Hermione immediately realises that their hiding place has been compromised. She manages to shake Yaxley off long enough to Disapparate again with Ron and Harry, taking them to safety.


    BACK ON THE RUN


    Harry finds that Hermione has brought them to a forest, and that Ron has been injured during their escape. Hermione does her best to heal him, and they put up a tent which Hermione had packed in her bag, which has been enchanted so that it is able to hold much more than it should.


    Harry has another vision in which Voldemort kills the wandmaker Gregorovitch. Over the next few weeks, as the group travels around, pitching the tent in new places to avoid detection, they find themselves arguing more than usual. Hermione realises that the locket Horcrux, which Harry has been wearing, has been affecting his mood, and they agree to take turns wearing it.


    They get no nearer to finding another Horcrux, and cannot figure out how to destroy the locket. One day, they overhear a group of wizards and goblins discussing a group of Hogwarts students who have attempted to steal the sword of Gryffindor. Hermione takes a portrait of Phineas Nigellus Black, a former Headmaster of Hogwarts, out of her bag, which she had taken from its spot in Grimmauld Place. They learn from questioning the painting that the sword is imbued with powerful Basilisk venom, and that Dumbledore had therefore been able to use it to destroy the ring Horcrux.


    They realise that Dumbledore had left the sword to Harry so that he could use it to destroy the Horcruxes, but are unsure as to where he left it, as they have discovered that the one being kept at Hogwarts is a copy. Ron responds badly to learning that they now have another thing to find and, after a fight with Harry, he leaves them.


    GODRIC’S HOLLOW


    Harry and Hermione continue travelling, and Hermione notices a strange mark in The Tales of Beedle the Bard, which Harry recognises as the mark of the dark wizard Grindelwald.


    Harry suggests that they should go to Godric’s Hollow, where his parents were killed, and Hermione agrees, believing that the sword might be there. The magical historian Bathilda Bagshot lives in Godric’s Hollow, and Hermione suggests that Dumbledore might have left the sword with her.


    Using Polyjuice Potion to disguise themselves again, Harry and Hermione Apparate to the village, where they find the graves of Harry’s parents in the churchyard. Whilst they explore the village, an extremely old woman finds them and beckons them to follow her to her house. They realise the woman is Bathilda Bagshot, and hope to gain information from her, but she is behaving strangely and, upon getting Harry alone, it becomes clear that Bathilda is no longer who she appears to be. She attacks Harry, revealing that Voldemort’s snake Nagini has been inhabiting the body of what used to be Bathilda. Hermione is able to help them both escape, but not before the locket Horcrux Harry is wearing attacks him, leaving him severely weakened.


    Harry wakes up later, only to be told that his wand was broken in the chaos. Later, with Harry still angry and concerned about the loss of his wand, Hermione presents him with a book she took from Bathilda’s house: The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore, recently written by the tabloid journalist Rita Skeeter. A letter published in the book reveals that Dumbledore had at one point had a close friendship with the dark wizard Grindelwald, and that the two had believed in the domination of Muggles for “the Greater Good” (p. 293). Harry’s doubts about Dumbledore begin to grow.


    THE DEATHLY HALLOWS


    Whilst keeping watch outside the tent, Harry sees a silver doe, and follows her into the woods. She leads him to a frozen pool, in which the sword of Gryffindor is lying. Harry is unable to reach the sword with magic, and so is forced to dive into the pool. The locket round his neck starts choking him, sensing the presence of the sword, which has the power to destroy it. Ron appears just in time to save Harry’s life. Harry insists that Ron should be the one to destroy the Horcrux. He does so, but not before the Horcrux torments him with visions of Harry and Hermione in a romantic embrace.


    They return to the tent, where Ron explains that the Deluminator that Dumbledore had bequeathed to him acted as a guide to help him return to Harry and Hermione. Later, Hermione suggests they visit Xenophilius Lovegood, their friend Luna’s father, who was wearing the strange symbol from The Tales of Beedle the Bard at the wedding earlier in the novel. Lovegood explains that the symbol is the sign of the Deathly Hallows, and symbolises three magical objects which appear in a children’s story: the Elder Wand, the Cloak of Invisibility and the Resurrection Stone. Some believe these objects to be real.


    Lovegood prevents Harry, Ron and Hermione from leaving, and it is revealed that he plans to turn them over to the Death Eaters, who have abducted Luna in retaliation after he published anti-Voldemort articles in his magazine, the Quibbler. They manage to escape from the house as the Death Eaters arrive. Harry later realises that both Dumbledore and Voldemort believe the Deathly Hallows to be real, and that Voldemort is searching for the Elder Wand, which is extremely powerful.


    Harry becomes torn between his desire to find out more about the Deathly Hallows and their search for the Horcruxes. In a heated conversation with Ron and Hermione, he accidentally uses Voldemort’s name, which is now taboo, meaning that anyone who says it aloud can be tracked, which brings Death Eaters straight to the door of their tent.


    CAPTURE


    Harry, Ron and Hermione are captured and taken to Malfoy Manor. Harry and Ron are locked in the basement whilst Hermione is tortured by Bellatrix Lestrange. They find that Luna is also being kept prisoner downstairs, along with Ollivander the wandmaker, Griphook the goblin and Dean Thomas. In desperation, Harry tries to use a piece of a broken two-way mirror he had kept to call for help.


    This cry for help is answered when Dobby the house-elf Apparates into the basement and, following Harry’s orders, rescues Luna, Dean and Ollivander. The Death Eater Wormtail is sent to the basement to find out what the commotion is and, when Harry reminds him that he once saved his life, Wormtail’s magical hand begins to act of its own accord and kills him.


    Harry and Ron go upstairs to try to rescue Hermione, but are recaptured themselves. Harry ends up in a scuffle with Draco Malfoy to reclaim their wands, during which he accidentally wrests Draco’s own wand from its owner as well. Dobby returns just in time and creates a disturbance by causing a chandelier to crash to the ground. In the chaos, they Disapparate to Bill Weasley’s home, Shell Cottage, where it becomes clear


    BREAKING INTO GRINGOTTS


    

    

    

    BACK TO HOGWARTS
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