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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Genesis Chapter 16 takes place after God's covenant with Abram and the promise of descendants as numerous as the stars. Sarai, Abram's wife, remains childless, leading to a challenging situation.

**Verse 1: "Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar;"**

- The chapter opens by emphasizing that Sarai, despite being Abram's wife, has not borne him any children. However, she has an Egyptian slave named Hagar.

**Verse 2: "so she said to Abram, 'The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.' Abram agreed to what Sarai said."**

- Sarai, frustrated by her inability to conceive, suggests to Abram that he should have a child with Hagar, her slave, with the hope of building a family through her. Abram consents to Sarai's proposal.

**Verse 3: "So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife."**

- Ten years after Abram's arrival in Canaan, Sarai takes Hagar and gives her to Abram as a wife, following the custom of the time.

**Verse 4: "He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress."**

- Hagar becomes pregnant after her union with Abram. Her pregnancy leads to a change in her attitude, and she begins to look down upon Sarai, her mistress.

**Verse 5: "Then Sarai said to Abram, 'You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.'"**

- Sarai, feeling the weight of Hagar's contempt, confronts Abram, holding him responsible for the situation. She reminds him that she gave Hagar to him and calls upon the Lord to judge the matter.

**Verse 6: " 'Your slave is in your hands,' Abram said. 'Do with her whatever you think best.' Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her."**

- Abram leaves the decision about Hagar's fate to Sarai. As a result, Sarai mistreats Hagar, leading Hagar to flee from her mistress.

**Verse 7: "The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur."**

- Hagar, in her distress, encounters the angel of the Lord near a desert spring located along the road to Shur.

**Verse 8: "And he said, 'Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?' 'I'm running away from my mistress Sarai,' she answered."**

- The angel of the Lord questions Hagar about her origin and destination. Hagar replies that she is running away from her mistress, Sarai.

**Verse 9: "Then the angel of the Lord told her, 'Go back to your mistress and submit to her.'"**

- The angel instructs Hagar to return to Sarai and submit to her authority.

**Verse 10: "The angel added, 'I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to count.'"**

- The angel offers Hagar a promise from the Lord, assuring her that her descendants will be so numerous that they cannot be counted.

**Verse 11: "The angel of the Lord also said to her: 'You are now pregnant and you will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery.'"**

- The angel reveals to Hagar that she is pregnant and will give birth to a son. She is instructed to name him Ishmael, signifying that the Lord has heard her distress.

**Verse 12: "He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers."**

- The angel prophesies about Ishmael's future character and life. Ishmael is described as a wild and independent individual who will engage in conflicts with others and live in hostility toward his brothers.

**Verse 13: "She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: 'You are the God who sees me,' for she said, 'I have now seen the One who sees me.'"**

- Hagar acknowledges the Lord's presence and gives Him a name, "You are the God who sees me." She reflects on the fact that she has seen the One who sees her in her distress.

**Verse 14: "That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered."**

- The well where Hagar encountered the angel is named "Beer Lahai Roi," signifying the "Well of the Living One who sees me." It remains in the region between Kadesh and Bered.

**Verse 15: "So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne."**

- Hagar gives birth to a son, and Abram names him Ishma**Verse 15 (continued):** "So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne."

- Hagar indeed gives birth to a son, and Abram names him Ishmael, in accordance with the instructions from the angel of the Lord.

**Verse 16: "Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael."**

- The chapter concludes by noting Abram's age at the time of Ishmael's birth, which is eighty-six years old.

**Analysis:**

Genesis Chapter 16 tells the story of Sarai's attempt to have children through her Egyptian slave, Hagar. When Hagar becomes pregnant, tensions arise between her and Sarai, leading to mistreatment and Hagar's flight into the wilderness. There, she encounters the angel of the Lord, who instructs her to return and promises her that her descendants will be numerous.

The angel names Hagar's son Ishmael, meaning "God hears," signifying God's attentiveness to her suffering. The chapter also includes a prophecy about Ishmael's future character and conflicts. Hagar's encounter with the angel leaves her with a profound sense of God's presence, and she names the well where this occurs "Beer Lahai Roi."

This chapter sets the stage for the birth of Ishmael and introduces a significant character and lineage within the biblical narrative. It also explores themes of faith, obedience, and God's awareness of the suffering of individuals.
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Chapter 17: The Covenant of Circumcision
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Genesis Chapter 17 takes place some years after the events of Chapter 16. Abram is now ninety-nine years old, and Sarai (later known as Sarah) remains childless. This chapter marks a pivotal moment in God's covenant with Abram and introduces the rite of circumcision.

**Verse 1: "When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, 'I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless.'"**

- The chapter begins with God appearing to Abram when he is ninety-nine years old. God introduces Himself as "God Almighty" (El Shaddai) and instructs Abram to walk before Him faithfully and live a blameless life.

**Verse 2: "'Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.'"**

- God promises to establish a covenant between Himself and Abram and assures him that his descendants will greatly multiply.

**Verse 3: "Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,'"**

- In awe of God's presence and the promise of a covenant, Abram falls facedown before Him.

**Verse 4: "'As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.'"**

- God begins to detail the terms of the covenant, emphasizing that Abram will become the father of many nations.

**Verse 5: "'No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.'"**

- God changes Abram's name to Abraham, which means "father of a multitude," signifying his role in God's covenant to make him the father of many nations.

**Verse 6: "'I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.'"**

- God reaffirms His promise to make Abraham exceedingly fruitful, resulting in nations and even kings descending from him.

**Verse 7: "'I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.'"**

- God emphasizes the eternal nature of the covenant, which will extend to Abraham's descendants for generations to come. He will be their God, and they will be His people.

**Verse 8: "'The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.'"**

- God reiterates the promise of the land of Canaan as an everlasting possession for Abraham and his descendants, emphasizing His role as their God.

**Verse 9: "Then God said to Abraham, 'As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come.'"**

- God instructs Abraham to uphold the covenant, along with his descendants in future generations.

**Verse 10: "'This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised.'"**

- God reveals the covenant's sign: circumcision. Every male among Abraham's descendants must undergo circumcision as a physical sign of their participation in the covenant.

**Verse 11: "'You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you.'"**

- Circumcision serves as a tangible and visible sign of the covenant between God and Abraham.

**Verse 12: "'For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring.'"**

- God specifies that circumcision is to be performed on males when they are eight days old. This command includes those born in Abraham's household and those acquired as servants, even if they are foreigners.

**Verse 13: "'Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant.'"**

- God reiterates the requirement for circumcision, emphasizing its everlasting nature as a sign of the covenant.

**Verse 14: "'Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.'"**

- God issues a stern warning that any male who remains uncircumcised, thereby breaking the covenant, will be cut off from the community of God's people.

**Verse 15: "'God also said to Abraham, 'As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.'"**

- God changes Sarai's name to Sarah, signifying her special role in the covenant.

**Verse 16: "'I will bless
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