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Hello and thank you for purchasing this workbook of examples, questions, and answers for the Praxis Exam. This workbook contains practice questions with answers as well as explanations to help prepare you for the questions you will see on the real exam. 

This series of books was born because when I was studying to take the Praxis, I looked at many study guides with all types of terrific information, but what I needed, was to see the questions along with the answers and explanations so I could ‘piece it all together’. 

Praxis questions are created to intentionally make the reader decipher between two answers that may fit, and only one that makes perfect sense. The wording of questions was sometimes confusing; therefore, I wanted to see it all together in an exam format.
Each book is specific to the test it covers and includes hundreds of practice questions. Additionally, each includes a full practice ‘no-peek’ exam with answers, a testing schedule, and a printable score sheet. Feel free to print the included score sheet to assist with tracking the areas where you scored well and those in which you may need more practice.
Included are only examples of questions and answers from the real Praxis Exam – no other learning resources are included. 

Happy studying and good luck!  
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_______________________________________

So, you are ready to dive into it and learn all you can prior to taking the big test ~ good for you! It takes gumption and going the extra mile to stand out amongst the crowd and this is a terrific first step in acing your Praxis Exam! 

Now, I bet you are wondering what a raw score is and what a scaled score is...why don’t they just make it a simple ‘score’, right? Pass or fail? No wondering or strange calculations... 
Well, the good news is that there is an explanation to the madness of why scores are scaled. It is because some questions are more difficult than others and therefore carry more ‘weight’ than the easier ones. This is good in the stance that if you answer the question correctly, it counts as a little bit more than an easier question, and if you are wrong, the addition of those points is not added to your score. 
Look at it this way... You begin at 0 and are trying to reach a specific passing score, such as 154. There are 120 questions and most are worth 1 point, but others are worth .75 or 1.25. The easier questions are worth less, and the more difficult are worth more, with a normal average question scoring in the middle. See?  
To calculate or create the best guess of the scalable score, begin with the raw score. We will use 86 as our make-believe score on our practice test. We have 86 of the 120 questions answered correctly.  
The next step is to calculate the percentage. Begin with 86 and divide by 120, or the total number of questions completed. Here, we have 86 / 120 = 71.6 or 72% (rounded). 
Now, add 100 and drop the %. You now have 72 + 100 = 172. This is the scaled score or close to it. By tracking your score, you will be able to continually assess your progress as you move through these examples.  
In this fictional example, a score of 154 was needed to pass, and you have a score of 172. Congratulations!—Remember, this is not an exact science. It is not a perfect mathematical solution. Instead, it is a simplified way for you to use the raw score to guesstimate the scaled score.  
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Set 1 – 100 Questions and Answers by Exam Section
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Part 1: Reading (Questions 1–35)
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Q1. A passage describes how the invention of canned food during the Napoleonic Wars allowed military forces to travel long distances without foraging, permanently changing wartime logistics. What is the author's primary purpose?

	Correct Answer: To explain the historical impact of food preservation technology on military strategy.

	Explanation: The focus on how a specific invention directly altered a broader historical process (wartime logistics and movement) indicates an explanatory purpose centered on historical impact.


Q2. Read the statement: "While the initial clinical trials for the new vaccine demonstrated a robust immune response, tracking limitations left researchers without clear metrics regarding its long-term durability past six months." What can be logically inferred?

	Correct Answer: The permanent, multi-year effectiveness of the vaccine remains scientifically unverified.

	Explanation: Because tracking limitations left researchers completely "without clear metrics regarding its long-term durability past six months," it is impossible to declare its multi-year effectiveness proven.


Q3. In an essay on art history, the word chiaroscuro is used to describe a painting technique that relies on strong, dramatic contrasts between light and dark areas to model three-dimensional forms. What type of context clue is this?

	Correct Answer: Direct definition within the text.

	Explanation: The text provides an explicit definition of the Italian art term immediately following its usage, creating a clear definition anchor for the reader.
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Q4. An editorial argues that municipal governments must fund public parks because green spaces reduce urban stress levels and increase physical activity. Which of the following data, if true, serves as the strongest evidence supporting this claim?

	Correct Answer: A five-year medical study tracking a 25% decrease in clinical anxiety markers among residents living within a half-mile of a newly opened city park.

	Explanation: Quantitative medical data directly measuring the exact variables highlighted by the author (urban stress/anxiety markers in relation to park proximity) provides the strongest objective support.


Q5. What distinguishes an objective fact from an author's subjective opinion in a text?

	Correct Answer: A fact can be independently checked and proven accurate via empirical evidence, while an opinion reflects a personal value judgment or belief.

	Explanation: Independent verifiability is the boundary line. Facts remain constant under external measurement, whereas opinions vary based on individual values and interpretations.


Q6. A student reads two passages about energy. Passage 1 explains how lithium-ion batteries store electrical energy through chemical reactions. Passage 2 details the environmental degradation caused by open-pit mining operations used to extract raw cobalt and lithium. How do these passages interact?

	Correct Answer: Passage 1 explains the functional benefit of a technology, while Passage 2 exposes its ecological trade-off.

	Explanation: Passage 1 establishes the positive utility of the innovation (energy storage), while Passage 2 adds vital real-world balance by introducing a major environmental cost (mining degradation).


Q7. If an author utilizes words like bleak, desolate, forgotten, and stagnant to describe a former manufacturing hub, what tone is being established?

	Correct Answer: Melancholic or somber.

	Explanation: Diction dictates tone. Choosing words associated with emptiness and a lack of life generates a sad, heavy, and somber tone regarding the town's current state.


Q8. Identify the main idea of a passage that outlines how standard honeybees increase orchard crop yields, protect wild floral diversity, and generate millions of dollars in economic value for regional farmers.

	Correct Answer: Honeybees are essential ecological and economic pillars that support both biodiversity and commercial agriculture.

	Explanation: The main idea must synthesize all major subsets of the text. This statement accurately captures both the environmental (biodiversity) and financial (commercial agriculture) benefits mentioned.


Q9. In a biography about an activist, the author writes: "When the discriminatory law passed, she decided to burn her bridges, completely breaking off contact with the political party she had spent a decade building." What does the idiom burn her bridges mean?

	Correct Answer: To take an irreversible action that completely cuts off a path or relationship, making a return impossible.

	Explanation: Burning one's bridges implies destroying the structural pathway behind you, ensuring that you can never retreat or return to your previous position or alliance.


Q10. A passage outlines how a massive volcanic eruption blocked out global sunlight, which caused widespread crop failures, subsequently sparking a major socioeconomic revolution among the starving peasantry. What organizational structure is utilized?

	Correct Answer: Cause and effect.

	Explanation: The passage tracks a sequential chain of historical dependency where one event directly serves as the catalyst that prompts the next development to occur.


Q11. What is the function of the transition word furthermore when placed at the start of a sentence?

	Correct Answer: To introduce an additional fact or argument that reinforces and builds upon the previous point.

	Explanation: Furthermore is an additive transition used to layer more supporting evidence onto a claim that has already been introduced.


Q12. An author notes that while most mammal species are viviparous (giving birth to live young), monotremes like the platypus are unique because they lay eggs. What relationship is being expressed?

	Correct Answer: An exception to a biological generalization.

	Explanation: The author states a macro baseline rule for mammals (live birth) but immediately highlights a specific exception (monotremes) to ensure scientific accuracy.


Q13. In an essay defending standardized testing, the author includes a counterargument stating that exams create high anxiety for students. How should the author effectively respond to maintain their thesis?

	Correct Answer: By acknowledging that testing anxiety exists but demonstrating how standardized tests provide essential, unbiased performance data that alternative evaluation methods lack.

	Explanation: A strong rebuttal concedes a minor point (anxiety exists) without abandoning the core claim, showing that the overall utility of testing still outweighs the stated drawback.


Q14. If a text reads, "The dictator's rule was characterized by total nepotism, as every high-ranking financial and military office was handed directly to his immediate family members," what does nepotism mean?

	Correct Answer: The practice of those in power showing favoritism to relatives, especially by giving them jobs.

	Explanation: The context clue "every high-ranking... office was handed directly to his immediate family members" provides an explicit definition of nepotism.


Q15. Select the statement that represents an ad hominem logical fallacy.

	Correct Answer: We should completely reject Dr. Smith's research on solar energy because he is an arrogant individual who treats his colleagues poorly.

	Explanation: An ad hominem fallacy attacks a person's character, personality, or flaws rather than addressing the actual data, logic, or merits of their scientific argument.
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Q16. A reading passage on sociology notes that whenever a city opens more public libraries, local juvenile crime rates drop. However, the author warns that correlation does not prove causation. What does this mean?

	Correct Answer: Just because two data trends move together does not automatically mean one event directly caused the other.

	Explanation: Correlation is a statistical link, but a hidden third variable (such as increased funding for youth programs or community investment) could be the true underlying cause behind both trends.


Q17. What type of writing is primarily designed to recount a personal experience or a structured story using characters, conflict, a setting, and a chronological plot line?

	Correct Answer: Narrative writing.

	Explanation: Narrative writing relies on storytelling elements to guide the reader through an event or experience, distinguishing it from expository or persuasive text.


Q18. What indicator is most reliable when verifying the credibility of an online research article?

	Correct Answer: The article provides peer-reviewed citations and is published by an established academic or government institution.

	Explanation: Institutional backing (.edu or .gov) and peer-reviewed reference lists prove that outside experts have verified the underlying data and research methods.


Q19. An essay on economics introduces the term diminishing returns and immediately provides an example of a factory adding too many workers to a single machine, causing clutter and dropping efficiency. What is the structural purpose of this example?

	Correct Answer: To illustrate an abstract economic principle with a concrete, real-world application.

	Explanation: Abstract theories can be difficult to interpret alone; referencing a physical, practical scenario clarifies how the concept operates in the real world.
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Q20. If an author writes, "The courtroom was an icebox, freezing the courage of every witness who took the stand," what literary device is being utilized?

	Correct Answer: Metaphor.

	Explanation: This is a direct comparison equating the courtroom to an icebox to emphasize its hostile, cold atmosphere, without using comparative words like like or as.


Q21. Examine this text sequence: "To isolate the DNA sample, first centrifuge the cellular solution. Next, add the chilled ethanol compound. Finally, extract the precipitated strands." What is the text structure?

	Correct Answer: Chronological / Process sequence.

	Explanation: The text outlines step-by-step procedural directions using sequential time markers (first, Next, Finally) to guide the user through a lab process.


Q22. In a document analyzing global trade data, the author displays a pie chart showing that 85% of global commerce moves via maritime shipping. What is the relationship between the graphic and the text?

	Correct Answer: The graphic provides visual data confirmation that validates the author's written textual analysis regarding shipping lanes.

	Explanation: Visual aids summarize and condense complex datasets, allowing readers to instantly see patterns and trends discussed in the surrounding text.


Q23. If a writer includes a quote from a Nobel Prize-winning virologist within an article arguing for global health funding, what rhetorical appeal are they using?

	Correct Answer: Ethos.

	Explanation: Ethos leverages the verified expertise, professional status, and respect of an outside authority figure to build trust and strengthen an argument.


Q24. What is the core function of a persuasive essay?

	Correct Answer: To convince the reader to adopt a specific viewpoint, change their beliefs, or take a direct course of action.

	Explanation: Persuasive writing relies on logical reasoning, emotional appeals, and structural evidence to explicitly influence the reader's perspective.


Q25. Read this sentence: "The city's historic theater was tragically demolished by a greedy developmental company." Which words reveal the author's subjective bias?

	Correct Answer: Tragically (or greedy).

	Explanation: Theater, demolished, and company are descriptive elements. Tragically and greedy insert a subjective value judgment, exposing the author's critical slant.


Q26. An author writes an article arguing that urban density reduces carbon emissions. To strengthen the argument, what should the author address?

	Correct Answer: Acknowledge the counterargument that dense cities often experience higher localized air pollution, then show how modern green transit infrastructure resolves this issue.

	Explanation: Facing a major counterargument head-on prevents the text from looking biased or narrow, which ultimately strengthens the credibility of the primary thesis.


Q27. In a technical guide about networking, the phrase redundant servers appears. The text mentions that if the primary server crashes, these backup systems automatically activate to keep the website online. What is the meaning of redundant?

	Correct Answer: Superfluous or duplicate, serving as an intentional backup to prevent failure.

	Explanation: The context clues "backup systems automatically activate" and "keep the website online" clarify that redundant components are duplication safeguards.


Q28. What information does an index provide to a researcher navigating a long textbook?

	Correct Answer: An alphabetical list of specific keywords, names, and topics paired with their exact page locations.

	Explanation: The index provides a detailed, alphabetical search tool at the back of the book for locating specific terms, whereas the table of contents lists broad chapters at the front.
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Q29. A text passage describes an old house, emphasizing the peeling paint, the sagging porch steps, and the dusty, vacant windows reflecting the sunset. What is the primary focus of this paragraph?

	Correct Answer: Setting a visual imagery backdrop to establish a mood of decay and abandonment.

	Explanation: Focusing on sensory details of broken, quiet, and decaying structures builds an atmospheric backdrop for the reader.


Q30. If a political commentary uses the phrase "the politician's blatant and overt disregard for the rules," what does the word overt signify in this context?

	Correct Answer: Openly visible, manifest, and unconcealed.

	Explanation: Overt acts are done out in the open, making them completely obvious to any observer, which is the direct opposite of covert or secret actions.


Q31. A biology summary states: "The desert mammal cannot sweat to cool itself; instead, it relies on its massive ears to radiate excess heat away from its body." What is the relationship between the two clauses?

	Correct Answer: Contrast / Substitution.

	Explanation: The word instead signals a shift away from what the mammal cannot do toward the specific alternative method it relies on to survive.


Q32. When scanning a dense historical chapter for a specific year or a capitalized name, what reading strategy is most efficient?

	Correct Answer: Scanning.

	Explanation: Scanning involves sweeping the eyes quickly across a page looking for specific typographic markers (like capital letters or digits) without reading every word.


Q33. What type of bias occurs when an editor deliberately hides or removes positive statistics about an economic policy to make a rival politician look uniformly incompetent?

	Correct Answer: Bias by omission.

	Explanation: Bias by omission occurs when a writer systematically leaves out one side of the factual record to skew the reader's perspective.


Q34. In an architecture study, the author notes: "The steel reinforced foundation acts as a structural anchor, keeping the skyscraper stable during high velocity winds." What does anchor mean in this context?

	Correct Answer: A heavy, secure device or component used to firmly fasten and stabilize a structure.

	Explanation: In this physical context, the anchor functions as a stabilizing force that prevents movement, directly matching the phrase "keeping the skyscraper stable."


Q35. What is the main utility of checking a footnote or endnote citation at the bottom of an academic research paper?

	Correct Answer: To track down the primary source material used by the author to verify factual statements.

	Explanation: Citations provide a verifiable trail, allowing readers to locate original studies to confirm the accuracy of information used in a paper.
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