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Introduction

By Francesca Segal, daughter of Erich Segal

Romantic, witty, astringent, simple, devastating, and every bit as fresh now, Love Story came out in 1970, ten years before I was born. And so I missed the first furore. I missed the tens of millions of paperbacks, the largest ever hardback reprint runs, and I missed the four-block lines, the record-breaking box office figures, the devoted, sobbing fans across the world – Tokyo to Tennessee; London to Lagos – when the movie came out later that same year. I missed almost all of the fourteen years in which Jennifer was the United States’ most popular name for baby girls. Love Story touched America, and allowed the jaded to believe, again, in love.

In understanding its historical context it’s vital to remember what a different era it was – long before the Internet, and nearly four decades before the phrase ‘going viral’ had entered the lexicon, Love Story did precisely that. Only the Beatles had swept the world in quite that way, till then. It was translated into thirty-three languages. One in every five Americans had read the book – a simple love affair between Harvard hockey star Oliver Barratt IV and the wise-cracking working class music scholar Jenny Cavilleri.

For writing 131 pages of fiction my father became world famous – beloved by the reading public, pilloried by an envious academic community who believed that professors ought not to venture into popular culture. And I missed it all. But I know the novel, and I was lucky enough to know its extraordinary author. My father
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Oliver’s Story

The sequel to the unforgettable international phenomenon, Love Story

Oliver Barrett IV found his true soulmate when he met and fell in love with Jenny Cavilleri. Their love was magical, exhilarating . . . though heartbreakingly brief, it was enough to last a lifetime. Or so Oliver told himself.

Two years have passed since Jenny was taken from him, and Oliver truly believes he will never love again. Then one day Marcie – beautiful and mysterious – enters his world . . . and suddenly the future holds a new promise.
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Man, Woman and Child

Bob and Sheila Beckwith had everything: rewarding careers, two wonderful daughters, and a perfect marriage . . . almost perfect.

For what Sheila didn’t know was that Bob had once been unfaithful – only once, ten years ago during a business trip to France.

What Bob didn’t know was that his brief affair had produced a son.

Now a tragic accident – and one fateful phone call – will change Bob and Sheila’s life forever . . .
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The Class

They were the class of Harvard 1958.

Danny, a musical prodigy who risks all for Harvard.

Yet his fame will be tainted by self-destruction.

Ted, the outsider, is obsessed with climbing to the top of the academic ladder, whatever the cost.

Jason, the golden boy – handsome and athletic – learns at Harvard that he cannot ignore his Jewish background. Only in tragedy will he find his true identity.

Andrew is haunted by three centuries of Harvard ancestors who cast giant shadows on his confidence.

George, a Hungarian refugee, comes to Harvard with the barest knowledge of English. But his ruthless determination will carry him far.

It is not until their dramatic twenty-five-year reunion that the men must finally confront each other, and assess the value of their lives.
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Doctors

Barney Livingstone and Laura Castellano are childhood neighbours who share an unforgettable friendship.

Studying together at Harvard Medical School, Barney and Laura make it through merciless training, the demanding hours of internship and residency to the triumphs – and sometimes tragedies – of their daily professional lives. Separately they find unsettling celebrity and unsatisfying love . . . until their friendship ripens into passion.

Yet their devotion to each other, and even their outstanding medical gifts, may not be enough to save the one life they treasure above all others.
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Acts of Faith

They met as children, innocents from two different worlds. And from that moment their lives were fated to be forever entwined.

Timothy: abandoned at birth, he finds a home and a dazzling career within the Catholic church. But the vows he takes cannot protect him from one soul-igniting passion.

Daniel: the scholarly son of a great rabbi, he is destined to follow in his father’s footsteps. And destined to break his father’s heart.

Deborah: she was raised to be docile and dutiful – the perfect rabbi’s wife – but love will lead her to rebellion.

Reaching across more than a quarter of a century, from the tough streets of Brooklyn to an Israeli kibbutz, this is an unforgettable story of three extraordinary lives . . . and one forbidden love.
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Prizes

In the arena of life and death, the world’s most brilliant doctors and scientists vie desperately – and ruthlessly – for the ultimate prize: the Nobel.

Adam is a gifted and compassionate physician. Trapped in an unhappy marriage, he meets a Russian émigrée and falls in love for the first time – only to have his career nearly destroyed.

Sandy is a cutting-edge researcher whose devotion is matched only by his genius. Yet as he makes his greatest discovery, he experiences his most profound betrayal.

Isabel da Costa was a child prodigy and is now a brilliant physicist, but regrets her lost childhood. Ultimately she is torn between her father and the young man who holds the key to her happiness, until a shocking revelation explodes her world.

[image: Image Missing]


Erich Segal

Only Love

In 1978 a group of idealistic young doctors join a mission of mercy to Africa. Two of them, Matthew and Silvia, fall in love. They have one year together before they are swept apart by bloodshed and violence. Matthew has been in mourning ever since.

Today Matthew is a pioneer in genetic therapy at the very top of his field. He is appealed to by a rich man whose wife’s brain tumour has been declared inoperable by every other surgeon. When she walks through the door he sees that it is Silvia, as beautiful as ever.

He still loves her. And now he must save her life.
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