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To my loving family and being able 

to reach the hearts of children 

around the World.

This adventure opens on a

brutal 5:00 AM Monday.

Joe, a 6-foot, 300-pound

diesel mechanic, is laying on

frozen concrete under a pic-up

truck. His fingers are numb,

his heater is broken, and his

breath is a cloud of ice.
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On the radio, he hears the news:

“Pennsylvania Pat has seen his

shadow. Six more weeks of winter!”

Joe snaps. He grabs his wrench and

mutters, “Not if I can fix it first.”

Joe drives his beat-up truck

northbound with a tactical plan

involving a bag of premium kale

and a heavy-duty pet carrier.

He heads into PA Pat’s

climate-controlled burrow

at the library, preparing the

knife tucked into his boot, ready

to complete his mission and have 

a serious talk with this groundhog.
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Joe arrives and reaches into

the burrow, but instead of biting

him, Pat just... looks at him. His

tiny paws reach out and pat Joe’s 

calloused hand. Joe realizes Pat

doesn’t want it to be cold; he’s

just a messenger trapped in a

top-hat-wearing system.

[image: ]

Joe’s heart melts faster than

a salt-covered sidewalk. He

grabs the knife and decides to

stick with his plan: he pulls out

a piece of his own ham sandwich,

cuts it in half, and hands a piece

to Pat.

Realizing The Circle Within will

be looking for their superstar,

Joe tucks Pat into the pet-carrier

and into the front seat of
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