
Table of Contents

Lessons From The Old Testament

CHAPTER ONE: EZEKIEL: WATERS TO SWIM IN

CHAPTER TWO: USING THE WORLD

CHAPTER THREE: WEAK LIKE OTHER MEN

CHAPTER FOUR: THE PRIDE OF EPHRAIM

CHAPTER FIVE: FROM THE HEART

CHAPTER SIX: MOSES, THE SERVANT OF GOD

CHAPTER SEVEN: THEN CAME AMALEK

CHAPTER EIGHT: DAVID’S FINEST HOURS

CHAPTER NINE: THE PERFECT HEART

CHAPTER TEN: THE PROMISES OF GOD

CHAPTER ELEVEN: FROM SHILOH TO ASHDOD

CHAPTER TWELVE: DAVID THE SHEPHERD BOY

CHAPTER THIRTEEN: JOB’S FEASTING SONS

CHAPTER FOURTEEN: THE DAYS OF JEHOSHAPHAT

CHAPTER FIFTEEN: MEPHIBOSHETH – POOR YET RICH

CHAPTER SIXTEEN: JOSEPH – A SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: THE CALL OF GOD

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN: I AND MYSELF

CHAPTER NINETEEN: MERCY

CHAPTER TWENTY: WISDOM FROM ABOVE

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE: THE LITTLE FOXES

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO: THE HANDS OF A MAN

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE: BROKENNESS OF SPIRIT

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR: THE DEATH OF MOSES AND AARON

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE: A HAND UPON THE THRONE AT REPHIDIM

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX: SOUL-WINNING

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN: MAKE HASTE MY BELOVED

MORE TITLES FROM HAYES PRESS

Sign up for Guy Jarvie's Mailing List

Further Reading: Called As We Are

Also By Guy Jarvie

About the Publisher


LESSONS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT

BY GUY JARVIE

Copyright © Hayes Press 2017

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, without the written permission of Hayes Press.

Published by:

HAYES PRESS Publisher, Resources & Media,

The Barn, Flaxlands

Royal Wootton Bassett

Swindon, SN4 8DY

United Kingdom

www.hayespress.org

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the Revised Version Bible (RV, Public Domain).  All Scripture quotations marked NKJV are from the HOLY BIBLE, the New King James Version® (NKJV®). Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scriptures marked NIV are from the New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Scriptures marked NASB are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.” (www.Lockman.org)

If you enjoy reading this book and/or others in the series, we would really appreciate it if you could just take a couple of minutes to leave a brief review where you purchased it.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER ONE: EZEKIEL: WATERS TO SWIM IN

[image: ]


In Ezekiel 47 we read that the prophet saw in a vision waters issuing out from under the threshold of the house of God. Wonderful waters they were, for, wherever they flowed they brought life (verse 9). On each side of the river grew every kind of fruit tree, bearing fruit each month, and the leaves of the trees never withered. Fish lived abundantly wherever the waters flowed, and the fruit trees bore abundant fruit to eat, and the leaves for healing. Wonderful waters indeed! (verse 12).

Another remarkable thing about this stream was its increasing volume and depth. At a thousand cubits it was ankle deep, and a thousand cubits further on, it had risen to the knees. A thousand cubits further, and it had risen to the waist. A thousand cubits more, and it was a river beyond a man’s depth, waters to swim in. Today the river is of another kind, but its effect is similar, after a spiritual sort. The Lord Jesus spoke thus “He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake He of the Spirit” (John 7:38,39).

It is the word of God flowing out from us in the power of the Spirit of God, from you, and from me. In Ezekiel we read that the waters came out from under the threshold of the house of God. God intends that out from His people His word should flow in the power of the Spirit. Much has been committed to us, and much is expected from us.

The amazing thing about the waters that Ezekiel saw was their life-sustaining qualities. There was life wherever they flowed. That is the amazing thing too about the word of God in the power of the Spirit of God. Men live when they hear it. Saints are refreshed when they hear it. Lives are changed when the word of God is spoken in the power of the Spirit of God. Spiritual sicknesses are healed, and the saints dwell joyfully together in unity. There is food and healing in such words.

What brings this life-giving power to our words? How can we know the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives and witness? It is close contact with Christ that brings it. In Ezekiel, the waters flowed along the south of the altar (verse 1). The Lord Jesus said, “He that believeth on Me... out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” Christ-centred ministry is always powerful. Ministry may be scriptural, and well thought out, and yet powerless, lacking in the life-sustaining quality. No healing in its “leaves,” and no food in its fruit.” It will be so, if in some respect it lacks relation to Christ.

Another notable thing about the river that Ezekiel saw was its depth: it had waters to swim in. True, there was the shallow part, but this led on to the depths. We too must have the “shallows,” for there are young ones among us who need the first principles of the oracles of Christ. God has provided the shallows for the young and immature. They are right in their time and place, but the depths are for the perfect, for the full-grown. Then also the waters in the shallows had the same life-sustaining qualities as those in the depths. The refreshing words from young men who are in touch with Christ are life-giving. How delightful it is to hear a young and immature brother telling what he knows of Christ! It is all so fresh, and life-sustaining too, and we all enjoy such words.


“‘Tis oft the very simplest word

That leads a sinner to the Lord.

God makes simplicity prevail

When arguments most powerful fail.”


But we do not want all shallows. We want the river that flows out from us to deepen as we go forward. Young men who walk with God will deepen in their appreciation of Him, and their ministry will become “waters to the knees.” As they deepen in faith and prayer, just so much will they deepen in power in their service. We long to hear and read more of the ministry that corresponds to the “waters to swim in,” the kind of ministry that awes our spirits, and makes us bow in adoration of God “Whose every act pure blessing is, His path unsullied light.”

Ministry in depth and power causes us to fall in adoration before God, as those heavenly beings do of whom we read in Revelation 4 and 5. How shall we reach such depths in our lives and ministry? By dwelling deep in prayer and faith, not merely by a mental knowledge of the word! If we are shallow in prayer, then we shall be shallow in our ministry, for the two are linked together. “We will continue stedfastly in prayer, and in the ministry of the word,” said the apostles (Acts 6.4). If we are shallow in faith, then we shall lack power. It was through faith, not through knowledge merely, that some subdued kingdoms (Hebrews 11.33).

Let us dwell deep. Let the roots of our spiritual nature go well down through faith and prayer. This present age would leave us little time for prayer; and an all-embracing insurance system would leave us little need for faith. But prayer and faith are the two great essentials for depth in our spiritual beings. Without these we are bound to be shallow and powerless. We need waters to swim in. We need the abundant life of which the Lord has spoken (John 10.10). We need the rivers of living water to flow out through us to others. If we are satisfied with nothing but these, then God will grant them to us.
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CHAPTER TWO: USING THE WORLD
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“Those that use the world, as not using it to the full” (1 Corinthians 7:31, RV margin).

Among the many precious things that David said, are his words in 1 Chronicles 29:15, “We are strangers before Thee, and sojourners, as all our fathers were: our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is no abiding.” We also are sojourners; our citizenship is in heaven. It is good for us to know our right place here, and the right use of earthly things. It is not wise for the Christian to lay up as many good things for himself and as many comforts as he can get, for earthly things can anchor the mind to earth. The Lord said, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, ... for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).

The world has much to offer us for bodily comforts if we have money to spend, and there is a great temptation to get the best of everything. Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 7:31, are a help to us here. We may use the world, but not to the full. We should be temperate in our use of those earthly things which are available to us, and that for two reasons. Firstly, it is difficult, and nearly impossible to set our minds on things above if we are surrounded with the best of earthly things, for earthly treasures can fix the mind to earth. Secondly, what is spent on unnecessary things could very well be used to send out the word of God to some of the needy millions of earth. Treasure used in this way is treasure laid up in heaven (Matthew 6:20).

It is interesting to contrast the lives of David and his son Solomon. Both of them were men who amassed great fortunes during their lives. Solomon had so much gold, that silver was counted of little value; “as stones” (1 Kings 10:27). The chief contrast in them, however, is not how much they possessed, but in how they used it. David set apart all his treasure for the house of his God, and his example was followed by the people. What joy there was at that time in Israel! Read the words of 1 Chronicles 29. David used the world, but not to the full. Probably Solomon’s treasure far exceeded David’s, but much of it was used for himself. Read the sad words of Ecclesiastes 2. Solomon used the world to the full. “Whatsoever mine eyes desired: I kept not from them,” he wrote. His example was largely imitated by his people, and so we read, “Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking and making merry” (1 Kings 4:20). They were using the world to the full! How different their merriment was from the joy in David’s day, when the congregation “did eat and drink before the LORD on that day with great gladness” (1 Chronicles 29:22).

Oh! let us guard against the seductive pleasures of this world, not only from its cinemas with their uncleanness, and those things that are manifestly wrong, but even from its ease and comforts, and things of art, all of which may lull us to sleep, and make us forget the eternal realities to which we have been called. We marvel at the wisdom of Abraham, who dwelt in a tent, because he looked for the city which hath the foundations, whose builder and maker is God (Hebrews 11:10). There is no doubt that Abraham was wealthy enough to have built himself a very large house, and to have furnished it lavishly, according to the standard of his times, but he was too farsighted for that. The eternal glories were gleaming afar for Abraham. He used the world, but not to the full, not for himself.

We are passing through this world, but, as those who wait the coming of their Lord, let us not use it to the full. Whatever substance the Lord may give us let us put it to an eternal use, remembering that all things come of Him, and we are strangers and sojourners before Him.
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CHAPTER THREE: WEAK LIKE OTHER MEN
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“If I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man” (Judges 16:17).

Samson has a place in Hebrews 11:32 among the men of faith. He was a judge in Israel for twenty years. But among the stories of his exploits, we find also the sad and sordid parts of his life. These also are a lesson to us. He took fire into his bosom when he took Delilah, and she brought about his downfall. He had allowed his love to stray where it should not have gone. Perhaps the most heart-searching lesson of his life for us is found in Judges 16, when Delilah was angling to know the secret of his great strength. He toyed with her until he could withstand her wiles no longer, and then he opened his heart and told her all. He was a Nazirite, a man separated to God, and the outward sign of his separation was his long hair (13:5). The word of the LORD to him was that his hair must be long (Numbers 6:5), and while he obeyed this word God granted him great strength. His strength lay in his separation to God, and so long as Samson remained separate, so long was the LORD with him. Samson knew the word of the LORD, but alas, he treated it lightly!

It is the word of the Lord today, that among disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, the men should have short hair, and the women should have long hair. The woman’s hair is given her for a covering (1 Corinthians 11:15). Disciples of the Lord should not conform merely to common practice, or to the fashion, if this is contrary to the word of the Lord. Like Samson, our strength lies, not in our numbers, but in our obedience to the whole will of God. God has separated, or sanctified us to Himself, and we are not our own, for we have been bought with a price. We should therefore glorify God in our bodies.

Poor Samson, as he lay asleep in the lap of Delilah, his hair, the sign of his separation, was shorn off and his strength went from him. He tried to ignore it, in the vain hope that he could shake himself and his strength would return. But his strength did not return, because it lay, not in his muscles, but in God, and the LORD had departed from him. The mighty Samson had become an ordinary weak man, and in a short time he became a poor blind man, grinding in the prison. His long hair had meant much to Samson. He had done much for Israel, but he might have done much more, if he had been truly separate in body and in spirit. But his last day was his greatest day.

The lesson for us is evident. Sanctification is a great twofold reality in the life of the believer. We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:10). That has been done for us. We are saints because we are sanctified. But now that we have been sanctified, we are commanded to come out and be separate, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Because we are saints, we ought to be saintly. Separation is not a pleasing thing to the flesh, neither to ourselves nor to others. It is much easier to do as others do. It is possible, of course, to carry separation too far, as some do. It is possible to be separate in ways which God has not commanded, and we must guard against this also. We must learn to become all things to all men that we may win some. The Spirit of God will guide us in this. Our separation is to be according to the word of the Lord.

We hear much about union among professing Christians. Separation is unpopular today. But separation is the price to be paid for truth. Many believers are going the wrong way. They are going in, instead of going out - to Christ! (Hebrews 13:13). We must not play fast and loose with the word of the Lord; we should be perfecting holiness in the fear of God. If we merely separate from others, even for the truth’s sake, and do not perfect holiness in our own lives, then our separation is of little value. Let us not be conformed to the world around us. If we
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