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IN RUMMAGING THROUGH the archives of the Mondcivitan Republic, I came across a number of interesting essays and magazine articles that have never been published and written by Hugh Schonfield that I felt deserved to reach a wider audience.

Although the idea of founding a virtual Republic based on the concept of a serving world nation seems far-fetched to readers today, it expressed ideas of non-violence and sharing which perhaps will one day find themselves realised in another form from which their originator envisaged.

Hugh Schonfield arrived at his revelation of a Servant-People though his extensive research into Christian, Jewish and Biblical history. This becomes apparent when reading this collection of essays.

It has been a purpose of the Hugh and Helene Schonfield Trust to keep these ideas alive for that future generation who will one day take up the gauntlet of finding a way of creating a better and more peaceful world for all.

Schonfield‛s ideas did not fall on deaf ears and inspired many of his followers to make their own attempts of making this ancient dream a reality.

I have also included an essay from Sir Anthony Brooke who was a strong supporter of Schonfield’s ideas.

It is hoped that the reader will find these essays both inspiring and a source of pleasure.

Stephen A. Engelking (Editor)
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Short Biography of Hugh Schonfield
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HUGH JOSEPH SCHONFIELD was one of the most fascinating and amazing personalities of the 20th Century. He became a source of inspiration of the thinking of such celebrities as John Lennon. For some, the ideas he proposed were challenging and revealing, whilst others found them to be preposterous or even ridiculous. For certain groups they were even blasphemous and apparently worthy of death.

Apart from this obviously popular side to his work, it may be less known that he was also historian of the Suez Canal and was instrumental behind the scenes in a number of high level negotiations in the Middle East. So apart from being one of the most erudite historians of New Testament times, he was politically active in a most novel way. His official work in the Republic which he had caused to come to fruition would lead him to make proposals to governments, many of which would be integrated into final agreements. It has been suggested, for example, that his ideas played a role in the passing of the Test Ban Treaty.

He was a prodigious and skilled writer and researcher and was always on the look out for uncovering the truth and discovering novel interpretations.

It was these efforts and particularly his work for world peace which in fact caused him to be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. He fought inexhaustibly for this cause to his last dying breath, convinced that there was an eternal plan for a servant people (a “Dienstvolk” instead of a “Herrenvolk”) to arise as the only lasting way of saving man from seemingly inevitable disaster..

He was also the first and only Jew to have translated the New Testament into English. I might add that this rendering is also one of the most informative, beautiful and understandable versions. (From “A Life for Mankind—The Biography of Hugh Joseph Schonfield”)
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THE FAMOUS CZECH WRITER, Karel Capek, in his fantasy “War with the Newts,” remarked on the human weakness for records and magnitude. A bad winter had to be the worst in living memory, a famine the severest ever known, a disaster the greatest and most tragic, a war the most destructive. Puny man is more readily stimulated by immensity. He feels challenged by the loftiest mountain, the possibility of reaching the greatest heights and the lowest depths. What is gigantic is more impressive and awe-inspiring than what is minute. To-day, we are being stirred by the existence of huge political power blocks, by the evidence of the enormous range and lethal potentialities of the hydrogen-bomb. We continue to respond to magnitude and react to immensity. We feel frustrated when we cannot make our opposition to these things of equal or greater bigness, rouse the masses, create a World Authority or World Government, establish an effective Third Camp. Even the non-violent want to negotiate from strength, from power, from might.

Yet the truth is that salvation does not lie in big battalions, in mass movements and monster demonstrations. Another writer of fantasies, H. G. Wells, imagined a “War of the Worlds” with an invasion of this planet by Mars. The Martians conquered the Earth with their immensely superior weapons and gigantic machines. “But,” says the author, “there are no bacteria on Mars, and directly these invaders arrived, directly they drank and fed, our microscopic allies began to work their overthrow.” In the end the Martians succumbed and were slain after all man’s devices had failed, by the humblest things that God, in his wisdom, has put upon this earth.”

There is a lesson here to be learnt by all who seek a better world order. We are wrong when we think that this end will be attained by big and authoritative agencies, by overwhelming numerical strength. We have to face up to this fundamental fallacy of magnitude and resist the delusive attractions of size. The world will be saved by what is despised and rejected, by the small and the weak and insignificant. It is not an easy lesson to learn and goes against all our inclinations. But it is essential that all of us in our tiny Commonwealth of World Citizens should learn it, and refuse to be carried away by the appeal of mere dimensions and loud clamour. Our duty to mankind is quietly and steadily to build out of ourselves, within the warring world, a miniature of a worthier society free from friction, to honeycomb all lands with centres of sanity, to nourish and develop the nucleus of the New Humanity. Every other method and programme will fail. It is such as we whom neither governments nor movements take into consideration, who actually hold the key to all the Future.
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THERE HAS BEEN MUCH contention concerning what Jesus meant when he said “The Kingdom of God is within you.” It is claimed that a no less accurate rendering would be “The Kingdom of God is among you.” The fact is that the saying may be taken either way, for the text literally states “The Kingdom of God is in your midst.”

But why have people taken sides on this issue? Why does it matter so vitally? It is because some believe the Kingdom to be a subjective spiritual experience in the soul and others an objective spiritual order in the world. Surely both positions are true, and our understanding will be incomplete and our progress towards the Kingdom will be hindered unless we can recognise and reconcile them in one body individually and collectively. Neither attitude is wholly true and sufficient in itself.

The Holy Servant Nation expresses for us the means by which the Kingdom of God is to be realised; and so inevitably this issue comes again to the fore, and there are those who see the process psychologically and those who see it politically. The one suggests that we must personally be changed before we can create a new order, and the other that we must create a new order to provide the conditions for personal change.

There is no escape from the dilemma posited by these opposing viewpoints except by reconciling them. They have to be apprehended as two parts of one whole, and not tolerated merely, but incorporated in each individual and in the group. And the only agency that can bring this about is the universal cohesive power of Love.

Otherwise despair and futility supervene, and the bright vision of the Kingdom in the Midst becomes an intangible and evermore elusive Kingdom in the Mist.

Breaking Through

It was H. G. Wells, in one of his earlier fantasies, The Wonderful Visit, who explained that the heavenly sphere and the earthly sphere were not separate and distinct places but co-occupants of precisely the same space on a different plane of consciousness. Heaven was in fact on the earth all the time and as material and substantial a world as that in which we live and move and have our being. The two interpenetrated and under certain conditions there could be a “break through” of men into heaven and of angels into the earth.

We catch something of the same idea in seeing pictures of a particular place as it looked fifty or even two hundred years ago, and as it appears to-day. The space, the area, is the same; but it wears an entirely different aspect: it is another world, another age, another life. The cine-camera captures for us a similar effect by its instantaneous dissolution of the one scene into the other across the gulf of centuries. Artificially we have been permitted to “break through” in Time. To some, however, such an achievement may come without a scientific illusion or mechanical aid, as in An Adventure, the account of the strange experience of the two ladies walking in the Gardens of Versailles who suddenly found themselves in the same gardens in the days of Marie Antoinette. They had somehow, and with no sense of transition, moved in Time but not in Space.

These considerations, and others to which they give rise, may help us with our problem and forward us upon the path of reconciliation. The Kingdom of God is described in one place as “the days of heaven upon the earth.” Heaven has “broken through” : the City of God has “come down.” But the Kingdom, unrealised by the many, always was “in the midst,” it always was both in us and among us, but denied manifestation.

Thus we can realise the Holy Nation as a translation of a normally invisible reality into a visible reality, its “breaking through” from spiritual and philosophical apprehension into social and political constitution. It is another order of nationhood co-extensive with the materially existing world of nations, interpenetrating and impinging upon it, and “breaking through” into it and activating it.

By in it we begin to understand how the truth that “our citizenship is in heaven” becomes manifested in actual world citizenship, how we can be in this world and yet not of it, how geography is for us no handicap, frontiers no barrier, how our society can function within any society, and our ministry become effective among men.
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A GREAT DEAL HAS BEEN written about the laws of Natural Selection, and in one particular they certainly do embody a principle which has an important bearing on the Service-Nation Movement and the present crisis of civilisation.

Far back in the days of the primeval monsters we have a first glimpse of this principle in operation on our planet. We see how a concentration on self- defence, the creation of barriers, hardening and crystalisation is a sure sign that the Life Force has spent itself. With the dinosaurs and the other gigantic lizards of the Mesozoic this stage had been reached. The brain became puny: they were encased in armour plate: they lost fluidity, mobility, and expansiveness; and so for them life had ended. The future lay with the insignificant, unprotected, unregarded creatures, ancestors of the mammals, nimble, mobile, mentally alert and sensitive. As Gerald Heard has written of a later stage: “Once again the real Natural Selection, the test of feeling and awareness had to be applied. Once again choice had to be made of a creature who as yet enjoyed nothing, had carved out for itself no kingdom, who was master and authority in no sphere.” (The Source of Civilisation.)

Heard goes on to show how the principle has continually applied. “As among all animals, as again among all mammals when at last they dominated, so now when man of all animals and of all mammals alone dominates, the same process of selection is at work among his races and stocks. The vast majority, we must expect, will specialise, play for safety and security, defend themselves— even more than against their fellows—against the intolerable strain of persisting in sensitiveness, in awareness, in sympathy and understanding. They will shut down, and from being defensive become offensive and finally parasitic and so extinct. One strain will find the more excellent way and seeming to be set on losing its life will alone gain it.”

We can see the principle exemplified in all the historic crises of mankind. The Hebrew prophet visioned the old imperialisms as dinosauric monsters, hard and vindictive, cruel and insensitive, destined inevitably to pass away, and their place to be taken by the unprotected, mobile and feeling “people of the saints of the Most High” (Book of Daniel). The armour-plated might of ancient Rome, symbolised by the legions, and barren of creative thought, represented such a monster. “In every sense of the term,” says Professor Whitehead, “the Western Empire had lacked expansive force. Across the Rhine and the Danube the northern forests were impenetrable. On the west, the Atlantic Ocean was trackless. With the minor exception of the conquest of Britain, all attempt at physical expansion ceased after Varus lost the legions of Augustus. The Western Empire in all its ramifications was a purely defensive institution, in its sociological functionings and in its external behaviour. Its learning lacked speculative adventure. In no sense, however we stretch the metaphor, did it discover a “New World” (Adventures of Ideas). Life, he states, demands expansion and novelty; and so Rome was ready to pass away. The future belonged to the despised, weak and unprotected new nation of Christians, sensitive, fluid and mobile, uniting the spiritual dynamic of the Hebrews with the speculative inquisitiveness of the Greeks.

The same hardening, crystalising process, however, was to overtake the Church when it made the grievous error of assuming the mantle of Rome. In turn it became armour-plated, insensitive, and incapable of expansion, another dinosaur. Clamping down on scientific enquiry the Church could force a Galileo to recant on his knees; but it could not prevent his murmuring of their static earth: “It does move, just the same.” So the Church of that time had to give way before the spirit of free thought and mobility of ideas.

Always it has been the same. Natural Selection preferred the unprotected serfs to the robber barons in their castle strongholds : the nimble bowman with their long-ranging arrows won the victory in the field over the armoured knights. The static is forever overcome by the dynamic. The wind and the rain and the flowing water will wear down the most invincible rock. Security and solidity spell death. Life is with the free, with those who are “born of the spirit.”

Once again to-day the eternal laws write with unerring finger the judgment upon our civilisation: “Weighed in the balance, and found wanting.” Sentence of death is pronounced on the dinosaurs. Our armour-plated age, with its accent on defence, impregnability, and security, rejecting sensitiveness and sympathy, is doomed. Whatever is defensive, whatever seeks self-sufficiency, whatever is harsh and intolerant, which raises barriers whether material or abstract, is ripe for extinction. The future is not with the frontier-bound states : it is with the fluid, unprotected agencies.

Let us not then be troubled that the Service-Nation Movement is condemned as impossibly idealistic by those obsessed by the apparent power of mass organisation. Let us bear cheerfully that our weakness is despised, our mobility of thought is scorned, and our purpose to create a free nation of world citizens is contrasted unfavourably with a collective security programme. We the unprotected, the servants of all, are the true pioneers of the New World. With us rests the hope of mankind.

“The Lord saveth not with sword and spear.” That is the eternal lesson of the story of the armour-plated giant Goliath and the unprotected shepherd boy David. The lesson is the same as that of the primeval dinosaurs and the little lithe, shy creatures to whom they were forced to yield. “Oh, little guy, what if to-day your knees do quake and your heart beats faster as you walk in the presence of the monsters of power. Be of good cheer, little guy! You have licked the giants before.” (W.A. Allen, The Rotarian, July 1943.)

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”
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THE GREAT CONFLICTS which afflict mankind today derive substantially from the clash between slower-moving and faster-moving elements under conditions which demand a very rapid acceleration in the processes of change and adjustment. From a variety of causes the vast majority of the Earth’s population is severely handicapped in making the unprecedented response that is called for.

1. Race

The planet man occupies is zoned, with belts of cold, temperate, sub-tropical and torrid regions, which have changed only to a relatively minor extent over thousands of years. These regions not only have a physical configuration in the shaping of land and water areas: the land masses themselves differ considerably in features such as mountains and rivers, deserts and fertile territories, and in what they offer specifically of natural resources both to support life and to determine its character and quality.

On the whole, and allowing for various migrations and invasions, there has been a prolonged experience of adaptation to geographical environment, which has had an impact on ethnical characteristics and cultures. Much of this has been very long-term; but in modern times it has been possible to see the emergence in a very brief period of new types such as the white Australian and the negro American.

One should not therefore speak of inferior and superior races as regards potential capacity, but of peoples whose situations and circumstances have produced differences in pigmentation, disposition, and mode of existence. Where scientific and technological progress has been most prominent has chiefly been in the more temperate regions, where also in the confrontation of a number of ethnical groups within a restricted space the pressures of living have been greater. Primitive societies in other regions have not been under the same necessity to change their ways.

Other factors have been influential, such as in some zones the prolific increase in population and in isolated neighbourhoods the consequences of inbreeding.

What we are adducing does not pass judgment in the respective worth of cultures and civilizations. It simply illustrates that for survival the processes of change have had to be speeded-up much more in some parts of the world than in others, thus bringing about distinctions of outlook, equipment and behaviour patterns, and producing a diversity of life-styles.

There is an important evolutionary value in this diversification, because its variety and colourfulness prevents inertia and acts as an incentive to development.

Many of the disparities are now being broken down, though as yet mainly on the surface. Partly this has been due to colonial expansion over the past five hundred years, especially of European states. The aim was to increase wealth and prosperity, and latterly to gain access to and exploit those materials demanded in ever greater quantity and type by the advancements of science and technology. Today the chief industrialised societies are still located in the temperate zone belts of the upper and lower hemispheres, particularly the upper with its much more extensive land mass. Consequently it is the countries in these belts, notably the more powerful ones, which tend to be economically ‘imperialistic’ no matter what may be their political complexion.

Another cause has been the recent unprecedented advance in the means and speed of transport and communication, while a third has been the conquest of environment by technology which has permitted temperate zone conditions to be reproduced in other zones, together with the engineering skills and medical knowledge to bring such zones forward in the provision of means of subsistence and expectation of life.

The intrusion of temperate zone life-styles into the other zones where the tempo of development had been slower has had its effects in disturbing the rhythm, causing psychological distress, racial disharmony, an artificial imitation of alien political and social structures, and a sense of resentment against exploitation.

At no previous period have the different life-styles of the world come into such close contact and relationship. The juxtaposition in work and community has served to put a new emphasis on race and contributed to fostering ethnical antagonism.

Especially has the universalization of the nation-state structure, together with substantial population increases in many countries, helped to promote prejudice against aliens. While some enlightened efforts are being made both nationally and internationally to tackle this problem they have as yet had no great success; and it is to be feared that ethnic hostility will increase, particularly if economic conditions should seriously deteriorate. It will take a long time to achieve some approximation to equality of status, opportunity and respect for human rights. We have to note the tendency to create alliances and blocs on racial lines.

On the beneficial side, however, the evidence of a two-way traffic is not to be disregarded. Just as the impact of the temperate zones is forcing upon the others a phenomenal acceleration of change, so the less restless, stoical and contemplative attitudes of tropical regions is contributing somewhat to modifying and toning down the urge to unrelenting activity evinced by temperate zone peoples. Already there has been some imparting of a sense of values which pertain to a quieter, more spiritual and life-concerning concept of evolutionary development.

A greater equilibrium will eventually result when the nation-state has been outgrown and international organs of government have become operative. Until this happens it is vain to speak of mankind as a unity, and we have to accept that the vast majority of all races because of their depressed circumstances cannot be expected to be responsive at this stage to an inter-racial stimulus.

Accordingly, it devolves upon a sentient minority to engage in an over-all planning for harmony. It is an undertaking which calls for the emergence of a new species, the planetary or world man, who is the expression of a multi-racial identity, and whose commitment to serving all mankind makes no distinctions.

The Mondcivitan Republic is the vehicle of this evolutionary development, drawing its citizens from all climes and races and welding them together in a world-distributed Servant-Nation restricted by no frontiers or divisions. It is creating in the process the working-model of a united world, and advancing its advent by the inspiration of its example and activities.

2. Class

The effects of differentiation between the slow-moving and faster-moving components of mankind do not only arise from climatic and geographical causes. They derive also from the class structures of the world’s populations.

Class stratification was the almost inevitable consequence of civilization, using that term in its exact sense. To a limited extent it existed already in primitive societies. But with the much more elaborate organization represented by the city-state and its controlled territories there was demanded a greater diversification of function.

It was no accident that one of the early engineering feats was the construction of the pyramid ziggurat, broad at the base and narrowing to a point at the top. Apart from representing an observed form of natural stability, the hill or mountain, it no less symbolized a stabilized ordering of human existence. At the bottom was the bulk of the population with the addition of slaves serving as a poor and depressed labour force, while at the top was the patron deity exercising his or her delegated authority and protection through a government vested in a priesthood and court. The intermediate functional layers were occupied by the skilled artisans, the traders and merchants, and the supervisors, stewards and executive officials.

The system engendered a gradation of condition and competency. The majority lived in squalor and without education except in methods of production, while wealth, amenities and culture increased from level to level in a narrowing ascending application. Only exceptionally could the individual improve his station through determination, natural ability and strength of character. Not until in more advanced societies education progressively reached down over many centuries to offer culture and mental development to the lower orders could the pattern slowly change and the responsive move up the scale according to inclination and equipment, and even if so desired occupy the seats of government.

This is a brief and generalized presentation, since civilizations have not been identical either contemporaneously or from age to age. Factors like the growth of trade could unite the merchant with the baronial aristocracy, and bring pressure to bear on governments to reduce their autocratic powers. Representation of the people could develop in more democratic societies. Industrialization could give rise to a new governing class. The increase of armed forces could make possible the institution of military dictatorships.

But it is broadly correct to convey that the pyramidal structure has hitherto prevailed, and that consequently the majority of the world’s population has remained handicapped and retarded, and therefore has been much more slow-moving in the growth of consciousness and the range of comprehension which comes from the stimulus of learning and the exercise of imagination.

Popular education, so far as it has gone, has however been bringing about important changes. In the first place it has enabled the labouring masses to become aware that their essential contribution to the state economy gave them the power greatly to improve their circumstances. Through the formation of Trades Unions they could bargain effectively with employers and make demands on governments. They could even organise politically to gain control of governments Here the objective was the elimination of a privileged class and the utilization of national resources for the benefit of the working class. This has been described as the class war or class struggle.

On the whole, by reason of its sense of grievance, the so-called proletariat has been most tenacious of a class consciousness, so that it has been the category of society least able to adjust to the idea of the replacement of class by a structure which permitted full freedom to the individual. The goal has been much more a one class society than a classless one. Socialism cannot tolerate private enterprise because it associates it with exploitation for personal gain, which is still a feature of free societies. But underlying this intolerance is the design to prevent anyone getting out of step with his fellows and obtaining the liberty of independence of control. A socialist society has to be fault-finding, bureaucratically watchful and continually on guard against deviation. Being restrictive and mistrustful it cannot be happy and at ease.

Since the old privileged class, privileged in the sense of ruling by virtue of right and place in the social scheme, has largely now disappeared, the workers have tended to distinguish as a class all who have a measure of independence and freedom of choice by reason of some kind of ownership and private means. This stratum of society does not however have the rigidity of a class, and those who belong to it are frequently of working-class origin.

What is exhibited by the upper levels of society today is a growing emancipation from class-consciousness and a greater regard for individuality. The emphasis is on personal qualities, character, gifts and attainments. There is a liberty to be more Liberal and progressive, and a capacity to be concerned with others on a basis of genuine concern and humanitarianism.

Viewpoints are able to be more comprehensive and universal.

They can of course alternatively be more selfish and self-seeking.

There is thus a division of the world on lines of individualism versus collectivism. Both have merits and demerits.

The Mondcivitan position is that the two do not have to be in opposition. The clash arises from power motivation, the will to dominate and control for sectional and selfish ends. Mondcivitans stress that the Good Society has to be motivated by the principle of Service, mutual well-being and cooperation being the objective instead of power-seeking.

The principle of service acknowledges the entitlement of the individual to full self-development according to capacity, but in association with the acceptance of obligations and the discharge of responsibilities towards the community as a whole. The level of potentiality to enjoy a full life has continually to be raised, and the worth of the individual is not to be judged by the nature of the task performed. Where fellowship prevails class ceases to be relevant.

By reason of its character and purpose the Mondcivitan Republic is in a unique position to demonstrate the qualities of the New Society in its own structure.

3. Creed

Religion in the past has been another fruitful cause of war, cruelty and oppression. The integration of distinct societies whether tribal or political was assisted by the acceptance of a patron deity, who by supernatural power could supplement human effort by control of the elements and the resources on which life depended, and by lending superior strength to his or her adherents. The deity was suitably to be propitiated to secure favours, and could inflict dire punishment for neglect and apostasy.

In internal relations Religion therefore served as the cement which bonded the social layers together and gave coherence to the whole, while externally it inspired resistance to aggression and authorised foreign conquest. In war the shrines and images of the enemy’s deities were the particular objects of destruction or capture and the religion of the conquerors was often imposed on the defeated, while in peace visiting members of other peoples would think it well or politic to pay their respects and make offerings to the deity of the locality.

Ethnically and in a class context Religion operated conservatively as the maintainer of a fixed order and the repository of tradition. At the same time it helped both individuals and the masses to bear their sufferings, and in more enlightened societies it acted as a restraining influence on evildoing and injustice.

In general Religions tended to vary in character and expression according to climatic and physical conditions and degrees of civilization. Their distinguishing features might be attributed to special inspirations, but largely they represented the qualities of different life-styles.

We are here considering dogmatic Religion expressed in creed, which emphasized superiority and demanded conformity, and which consequently lent itself to intolerance and persecution.

Religion of course has another side, associated with spiritual awareness and aspiration, contributing to moral growth and benevolence, and a deeper understanding of the meaning and purpose of life. The existence and activity of transcendental Being is a perception of spiritual consciousness which has followed its own path of evolution with a refining and elevating effect. Religions have given an impetus to spiritual development, but their institutional structure and involvements could not keep pace with it.

Further on the credit side of Religion has been the urge towards higher self-fulfilment, not only for the individual but for the collectivity of mankind. The latter could envisage a Golden Age of peace and happiness as the end-product of creation, and in this sense of a plan it was the prophet rather than the priest whose vision and influence was chiefly in evidence. Frequently the two were in collision. The prophets have been much more alive to the need for social change and much less attached to religious institutions and dogmas. As a consequence they have often suffered at the hands of the secular religious authorities.

Under the impact of modern reasoning and scientific discovery, and also in many parts of the world the divorcement of Faiths from alliance with States, there has been a tendency for priesthoods to move over to the side of the prophets. But this trend is still hampered by dogmatism and the assertion of sacerdotal authority.

With greater awareness of man’s capacities and problems, and progress in education, a new division is increasingly manifesting itself. On the one hand there is a greater individualism with people determining for themselves what they will believe, forming their own personal convictions. These may represent any kind of combination or interpretation of the traditional Faiths, or they may be identified with some form of Humanism, whether Agnostic or Atheistic.

On the other hand there is reversion to collectivism, drawing upon both racial and class consciousnesses. Here the old Religions have been replaced by Ideologies; but they exhibit a similar credal dogmatism and consequently a persecuting intolerance. The most prominent are Fascism or Nazism, and additionally Black Power, which have a racial emphasis, and Communism, whether Marxist-Leninist or Trotskyite, which is inspired by a working class Socialism. Where the Ideologies are associated with States there is not much to choose between them as regards ruthlessness and bigotry.

Modern ideological conflict and repression of individual freedom has in fact brought back the worse features of the old religious systems and is destructive of the hard won concept of the Rights of Man.

Citizens of the Mondcivitan Republic enjoy complete freedom of conscience. But they aim to create not merely a Free Society but a Good Society, one which promotes a sense of communal responsibility on the basis of a caring fellowship. Power motivation is replaced by a Service motivation. And this is operative externally as well as internally, as laid down in the Seven Principles of the Republic embodied in its Constitution.

Consequently Mondcivitans go further than the Declaration of Human Rights, and seek to bring out and make operative the best in human nature in all the relationships of mankind.

In this Paper it is recognized that deep-seated emotions, not in themselves unworthy, are aroused by  Race, Class and Creed. Partly these reflect protective and herd instincts, which in Man by reason of his development and greater acquisitiveness have stimulated aggressiveness. The pursuit of power has played on these emotions to create hostility and conflict. But there has also manifested itself in Man a corrective spirit of altruistic humanitarianism and disinterested service, and it is in promoting and exemplifying this that division can be converted into harmony. Diversity then becomes a cause of mutual attraction and inspiration.


This essay was intended by Hugh Schonfield as an introduction to a series of study and discussion papers entitled “The Mondcivitan World View”. Its author composed the following introduction to the series:


This series of Papers has been prepared for the Department of Education of the Mondcivitan Republic and is designed both for individual citizens and groups.

The Papers aim to promote a world attitude to world issues, and to stimulate thought on the contribution of the Republic as the Servant-Nation of mankind. The Mondcivitan task is both a positive and peculiar one, and calls therefore for an equipment of understanding and impartiality which will enable our people to express themselves clearly to others and apply creative imagination to the structure and activities of the Republic.

A limited number of themes has been selected, and they are not treated in great detail, so that there is ample scope to develop the subjects and to pursue others to which they give rise. It is hoped to evoke both questions and practical proposals; but these should not be hastily formulated. What is vital is to absorb and digest ideas in order to acquire a Mondcivitan outlook.

That outlook has to be honest and objective, and inspired by the desire to aid and serve. Not to be critical would be wholly unrealistic. We have to cultivate a capacity for discernment, but at the same time judgment has to be free from bias and malice. None of us is wholly immune to the prevailing tensions, and we have to be on our guard that they are not influencing us in our interpretations. The Mondcivitan has to be involved without being partisan, and analytical without prejudice. We are building a new comprehensive approach to the world and its problems which takes account of the past and reaches constructively forward into the future. We are identified with a specific Plan the character of which we have both to exemplify and bring progressively into remedial operation for the benefit and unification of humanity.
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The Servant Nation in Modern Times
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SINCE THE END OF THE 19th century there has been a growing awareness that Mankind needs some sort of representation if peace is to come upon the Earth.

There were many brave attempts to achieve this, mostly based on the notion that a league of nations would be able to negotiate and mediate at times of conflict. Prior to the Second World War, due to the work and vision of the Jewish scholar, Hugh Schonfield, a revival of the notion of a holy or servant nation based on Biblical prophecy and the universal Hope gained increasing sympathy, particularly in England.

A ‘Movement for a Holy Servant Nation’ was established with a view to constituting a nation in diaspora which would be universalist in its appeal and Messianic at its foundation. It would be beyond religion, oriented towards impartiality and work for peace. Its people would have a clear set of principles based on the fundamental Law.

In 1952, The Mondcivitan Republic or Commonwealth of World Citizens, was formally constituted as a Servant Nation. It gained some recognition and held international elections and parliament. It was able to mediate in some instances and gained an increasing number of citizens with its headquarters in central London. The International Arbitration League founded by Sir William Randall Cremer at the end of the 19th Century was incorporated into it giving it a tradition now of over 100 years.

However, the Republic as such faded away and it ceased to have an office or official base. The
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