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“The Object Lessons series achieves something very close to magic: the books take ordinary—even banal—objects and animate them with a rich history of invention, political struggle, science, and popular mythology. Filled with fascinating details and conveyed in sharp, accessible prose, the books make the everyday world come to life. Be warned: once you’ve read a few of these, you’ll start walking around your house, picking up random objects, and musing aloud: ‘I wonder what the story is behind this thing?’ ” 

Steven Johnson, author of Where Good Ideas
Come From and How We Got to Now

“In 1957 the French critic and semiotician Roland Barthes published Mythologies, a groundbreaking series of essays in which he analysed the popular culture of his day, from laundry detergent to the face of Greta Garbo, professional wrestling to the Citroën DS. This series of short books, Object Lessons, continues the tradition.” 

Melissa Harrison, Financial Times

“Though short, at roughly 25,000 words apiece, these books are anything but slight.”

Marina Benjamin, New Statesman

“The joy of the series, of reading Remote Control, 
Golf Ball, Driver’s License, Drone, Silence, Glass, Refrigerator, Hotel, and Waste (more titles are listed as forthcoming) in quick succession, lies in encountering the various turns through which each of their authors has been put by his or her object. As for Benjamin, so for the authors of the series, the object predominates, sits squarely center stage, directs the action. The object decides the genre, the chronology, and the limits of the study. Accordingly, the author has to take her cue from the thing she chose or that chose her. The result is a wonderfully uneven series of books, each one a thing unto itself.”

Julian Yates, Los Angeles Review of Books

“The Object Lessons project, edited by game theory legend Ian Bogost and cultural studies academic Christopher Schaberg, commissions short essays and small, beautiful books about everyday objects from shipping containers to toast. The Atlantic hosts a collection of ‘mini object-lessons’. . . . More substantive is Bloomsbury’s collection of small, gorgeously designed books that delve into their subjects in much more depth.”

Cory Doctorow, Boing Boing

“… a sensibility somewhere between Roland Barthes and Wes Anderson.”

Simon Reynolds, author of Retromania: Pop Culture’s Addiction to Its Own Past
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A book series about the hidden lives of ordinary things.

Series Editors:

Ian Bogost and Christopher Schaberg

Advisory Board:

Sara Ahmed, Jane Bennett, Jeffrey Jerome Cohen, Johanna Drucker, Raiford Guins, Graham Harman, renée hoogland, Pam Houston, Eileen Joy, Douglas Kahn, Daniel Miller, Esther Milne, Timothy Morton, Kathleen Stewart, Nigel Thrift, Rob Walker, Michele White.
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Books in the series

Remote Control by Caetlin Benson-Allott

Golf Ball by Harry Brown

Driver’s License by Meredith Castile

Drone by Adam Rothstein

Silence by John Biguenet 

Glass by John Garrison 

Phone Booth by Ariana Kelly 

Refrigerator by Jonathan Rees 

Waste by Brian Thill 

Hotel by Joanna Walsh 

Hood by Alison Kinney

Dust by Michael Marder

Shipping Container by Craig Martin 

Cigarette Lighter by Jack Pendarvis 

Bookshelf by Lydia Pyne 

Password by Martin Paul Eve 

Questionnaire by Evan Kindley 

Hair by Scott Lowe

Bread by Scott Cutler Shershow

Tree by Matthew Battles

Earth by Jeffrey Jerome Cohen and Linda T. Elkins-Tanton

Traffic by Paul Josephson 

Egg by Nicole Walker

Sock by Kim Adrian (forthcoming)

Shopping Mall by Matthew Newton (forthcoming)

High Heel by Summer Brennan (forthcoming)

Eye Chart by William Germano (forthcoming)

Tumor by Anna Leahy (forthcoming)

Jet Lag by Christopher J. Lee (forthcoming)

Blanket by Kara Thompson (forthcoming)

Personal Stereo by Rebecca Tuhus-Dubrow (forthcoming)

Veil by Rafia Zakaria (forthcoming)
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Dear egg,

It is possible that humanity is built on the many proteins of your baby-chick deferred, extruded product of bird. You, egg, may be the amalgam that holds the planet together. You come from everywhere. From egg drop soup in China to avgolemono in Greece, from omelets in France to Nigerian egg roll, you are the gluey common denominator among the variable spices.

You hold together cakes, both pan and chocolate. You lift up soufflés and harden meringues. You are the hard-boiled defense against hunger carried to work via purse, lunch box, airplane tote. In times of plenty, we roll you down the hill and let you crack for the seagulls. In times of scarcity, we tuck you in piles of salt and pray you last until winter.

When my daughter, Zoe, was in the hospital with respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), my husband Erik and I forgot to eat. We watched as the respiratory therapist pounded her back to shake the congestion from her lungs; we watched as nurses suctioned fluid with tubes through her nostrils. We stood by and watched because there wasn’t much else we could do. To keep our strength up, my husband rode home on his skateboard to gather lunch. He invariably came back with eggs, hard-boiled. We peeled the eggs and watched Zoe breathe. We sliced the eggs. We watched Zoe breathe. We shook salt and pepper on our eggs and we watched Zoe breathe and breathe until they took the supplemental oxygen away.

When we were finally able to bring her home, it was an explosion of egg. No more hard-boiled. Poached, scrambled, shirred, and baked in cream, we celebrated the wide possibility of eggs. By Easter, Zoe was old enough to eat her own eggs but she didn’t like them scrambled. By age three, she was old enough to order them her own way. Unlike us, she prefers her eggs worldly: the savory scallion pancakes my friend Okim makes, the egg in fried rice, the lemon custard passed down by her Swedish great-grandmother. She likes the egg in Japanese tempura and the hollandaise egg. Once, the world was hospital-room-small for her and now it is global-big. We follow the egg as it leaves the room and takes us on a world tour by Zoe.

Eggs, in all their permutations, are always turning into something else. Even a broken mess of eggs has the potential to become something delicious. Take a stringy mass of unfertilized eggs. Crack them hard. Beat them aggressively. Cook them over too-high heat. Even eggs scrambled by a mediocre cook are edible. But you’ll get better. Take your first shot and then revise and revise. Ask your friends for some help. Consult cookbooks from across the globe. This cooking thing is important business; all these broken eggs. We have to communicate better if we’re going to put them back together—or, at least, if we’re going to do something worthy of all this
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