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Metric Conversion Chart 



	to convert  

	to  
	multiply by


	Inches   	Centimeters  	2.54


	Centimeters 
	Inches  
	0.4


	Feet   
	Centimeters  
	30.5

	Centimeters 
	Feet  	0.03

	Yards  
	Meters  
	0.9


	Meters  
	Yards  
	1.1

	Sq. Inches    
	Sq. Centimeters  
	6.45

	Sq. Centimeters  
	Sq. Inches    
	0.16

	Sq. Feet  
	Sq. Meters   
	0.09


	Sq. Meters   
	Sq. Feet  
	10.8

	Sq. Yards    
	Sq. Meters   
	0.8


	Sq. Meters   
	Sq. Yards    
	1.2


	Pounds  
	Kilograms  
	0.45

	Kilograms  
	Pounds  
	2.2

	Ounces  
	Grams  
	28.3

	Grams  
	Ounces  
	0.035
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Kimber McGray has always been a crafter of some kind since she was a young child.

She found her way into scrapbooking through a friend who pushed her for well over a year. Once she began to play with the papers and tools we all know and love, there was no turning back. She jumped in with two feet and has enjoyed every moment of it. Over the last three years, Kimber has been fortunate to have been published in all the major scrapbooking and card making publications. She was also inducted into the 2007 Creating Keepsakes Hall of Fame. Kimber finds time to create the pages that fill her albums when she’s not making the memories with her husband and two children in her hometown of Carmel, Indiana.
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SecreTs RevealeD 


In the few years that I have been scrapbooking, I’ve learned many different tips and tricks—secrets that have made my scrapping easier, more productive and more fun. At crops I would find myself watching how a fellow scrapper used a stamp or a punch and marveling at how such a simple technique had escaped me. I signed up for classes and rejoiced at learning how using basic tools the correct way made life easier. Even now, I hear scrapbook secrets I didn’t know; there are always a few tips and tricks my students share with me.



I’ve learned a lot from other scrappers. But many of the techniques in this book, I’ve learned from my own mistakes or from trying to stretch my supplies. This book came from wanting to put all these little secrets together in one place—I just had to spill my guts! But you won’t find any grand revelations that will make headlines. What you will find are 50 basic techniques that will make scrapbooking easier and your layouts more interesting. From simple secrets to more surprising techniques, this is your source for have-fun and get-it-done ideas.
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Tools & Materials 





Even if you know the greatest scrapping secret in the world, being without the right tools will always hold you back from scrapping effeciently. In addition to a pencil, quality journaling pen, and the right kind of adhesive, these tools are a must-have for me and a necessity for completing many of the secrets revealed.
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1. PAPER TRIMMER. A trimmer is a must-have for straight, precision paper cutting. A rotary trimmer is one of my favorites because you can switch out blades for different edges such as a scalloped edge.

2. WHITE ERASER. A white vinyl eraser will remove stray pencil marks easily and leave your paper clean. It won’t smudge or discolor your paper when you use it.

3. THUMBTACK AND FOAM MAT. I prefer to use a thumbtack instead of a paper piercer, because it’s easy to hold and make tiny pricks—and it’s readily available. Use the thumbtack to make holes for all kinds of purposes like inserting tiny brads, marking measurements and hand-stitching. The foam makes it easy to punch the thumbtack right through paper.

4. STYLUS. A stylus is nice to have on hand. For me, it is the best thing for applying rub-ons. It can also be used to score paper when making cards.

5. CROP-A-DILE. This monster of a tool creates standard-sized holes in paper and card-stock, along with chipboard, fabric and thin metal with ease. It’s also the handiest eyelet-setting tool around.

6. MICRO-TIP SCISSORS. These scissors have a short blade and come to a sharp point, making it easy to cut out patterned paper details and in between tight spaces on rub-on and sticker sheets.

7. METAL RULER AND MAGNETIC CRAFT MAT WITH GRID LINES. Because of its size—larger than 12" x 12" (30cm x 30cm) layouts—this dynamic duo helps you line up items nice and straight on your layouts.
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BesT PracticEs 


SECRETS OF SCRAPBOOK BASICS 

Scrapbooking is an art as well as an avenue for storytelling, so there are many different ways to create layouts. Among all the methods and techniques for pulling a page together, there are some essential basics to know—shortcuts that will help you scrap faster and better no matter what your style and method. Turn the page to get the best design secrets and helpful tool how-tos.
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Secret
   [1] 

Pulling colors from your photos is the easiest way to make them pop.
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Artwork by Kim Moreno 


Whatever the purpose of scrapping, the focus is almost always a photo (or set of photos). So choosing patterned papers that complement a photo is paramount. The simplest way to build an attractive page around a photo is to pull the colors for your patterned paper from the colors in your photo. While Kim’s son is wearing a red shirt, she pulls the main colors for her patterned paper, cardstock and embellishments from the background. The nice, neutral backdrop makes her son, in his red shirt, pop.

Supplies: Cardstock (WorldWin); patterned paper (Dream Street); chipboard letters (American Crafts); paper punch (EK Success); Misc: floss, ink, twigs, twine 



AHA!



To conserve paper, cut out the center of the paper you plan on using for a photo mat.






Materials
 focal photo
three patterned papers 
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Artwork by Linda Harrison 

Another easy way to make your photos pop is to use the colors in them to choose complementary or contrasting colors for
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1. Choose background paper

In the ayout photo, browr, neutra shades
appear along the perimeter in the tree branch
and hair. To re.create the ook on a ayout, add
 brown patiemed poper to the background
o act 25 3 bordar for the page.

2. Layer second paper

Mest of the background inthe photo conists
of spotty gresn tones. To add »simiar propor-
o of groan to your layout, ayar a largo pioca.
of green paper cver the brown paper. Use »
tonc-orvtons pattar ta mimie the mottied
lesk ofthe phatos.

3. Choose paper for details

Finaly you can saa that thara s 2 bit of ght
blue in the photo's background. To match that
look layera smll siip of blue paper over the
top of the other pattemed papers.






