
        
            
                
            
        

    


  
    	Endorsements

    	Other Works by the Author

    	Title Page

    	Copyright

    	
      ACT ONE
      
        	Chapter One

        	Chapter Two

        	Chapter Three

        	Chapter Four

        	Chapter Five

      

    

    	
      ACT TWO
      
        	Chapter Six

        	Chapter Seven

      

    

    	
      ACT THREE
      
        	Chapter Eight

        	Chapter Nine

      

    

    	
      ACT FOUR
      
        	Chapter Ten

        	Chapter Eleven

        	Chapter Twelve

      

    

    	About

  








ENDORSEMENTS





DAYBREAK, FOLLOWING IN the series of Jeez and the Gentiles, transports the reader from the challenging life of a Northern Virginia policeman, Tom, who grapples day-by-day with crises of drug-addiction chaos and murderous attacks on his local church, and then is transported by dream to the land and the times of Jesus.





Daybreak describes in rich imagery the daily life of Palestine two thousand years ago—all within the compelling story of how Tom, along with Jeez (who is a fictional Jesus Christ), carries out a mission of creating a treaty between Rome and its arch rival, Parthia. Tom and his team confront combat, betrayal, confusion and deceit in travel back and forth through the Holy Land, and in the end are successful in securing a history-turning compact between Rome and Parthia. In the final sentences of this vision, Tom returns to his home in Northern Virginia.

Brien Benson, Ph.D.

Schar School of Policy and Government,

George Mason University

Former Director of the Hoover Institution Press, Stanford University





I encourage you to read this book! Stephen Hiemstra is an accomplished author who will speak impacting truths through entertainment in his weighted writings. Don’t miss this book! 

Percy M. Burns

Author of Glorious Freedom





Daybreak by Stephen Hiemstra is a gripping and thought-provoking novel that blends a modern-day crisis with the historical imagination to explore themes of faith, suffering, and moral responsibility. Through the character of Tom Timmerman—a young police officer confronting the harsh realities of opioid abuse, violence, and personal loss—the story quickly establishes a sobering portrait of human brokenness.





The narrative’s unexpected shift into a first-century setting, where Tom interacts with a Roman-era figure reminiscent of Jesus, creates a compelling fusion of spiritual allegory and imaginary fiction. Hiemstra uses this dual timeline to wrestle with the enduring questions about God’s presence, human agency, and the persistence of evil, offering readers both an emotionally intense storyline and a reflective theological journey. While at times dense with philosophical dialogue, Daybreak ultimately challenges readers to consider how light can emerge in even the darkest moments of life.

Eric Teitelman 

House of David Ministries





Daybreak presents a road trip of body and mind. With Tom, a second-generation police officer, we are suddenly and miraculously transported back to the first century with a journey of reflection about how we live, with whom we associate, and the basis of our decisions. In this journey, Stephen creates images and offers up history in an ancient struggle between right and wrong, courage and love, in the midst of Roman and Parthian intrigue. Imagine meeting “Jeez” who is both man and God, hiding in plain sight. And Leo, a woman and master of disguise, who devotes herself to friends and adopted family with a passionate presence, even in their absence. Like me, you will want to read more.

Deborah Tompkins Johnson

Author and Journalist 





A powerful, uplifting, and inspirational guide to finding hope in everyday life and a reminder to those that have lost hope that renewal is always on the horizon. Daybreak by Stephen Hiemstra is a breath of fresh air for the weary soul — highly recommended!

Nick Ghaemi





Injured in an attack on a church in Virginia, Tom travels back in time to the Holy Land where he again encounters his friends and fellow adventurers, Jeeze and Leo. Working as trusted Roman's guards, the Fiercesome Threesome bring history to life as they journey throughout the Roman Empire in service to King Antipas. If you enjoy split-time fiction, Roman and Jewish history, and a good adventure, this book is for you.

Claudette Renalds

Author





The Fiercesome Threesome are back in action! Stephen’s (award-winning!) facility with the screenplay format commissions his readers into each scene—navigating oceans, deserts, ancient strongholds, wily enemies, personal tragedy and time—with Tom, Leo and Jeez (and the cats that cleverly serve as portents along the way). The dialogue is guileless, an accessible peek behind the curtains to understand character intentions and the gospel, which Stephen has skillfully pulled through the story with a firm commitment to historical accuracy. To quote Jesus’ character, Jeez: “Do not be impatient with life. Not everyone takes the most direct path.” This final installment of the Jeez and the Gentile series is for anyone who, like Tom, is faithfully following Jesus along indirect paths that will—ultimately—reveal purpose.

Alexis Anderson

Communications strategist, Bible scholar, and mom of 3 teens





Daybreak: Waking to New Light is the third book in the trilogy of Jeez and the Gentile. Tom is twenty-four years old, and finds himself back with Jeez as they travel to Babylon and Susa. In the rich tapestry of Biblical times adventure, Stephen Hiemstra has woven into Tom's question of why is he here in this time and this place, Jeez's answer. There are so many rich spiritual truths in this fast-paced story for those who seek.

Sharron Giambanco
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CHAPTER ONE



THE SUN PEEKED through the trees at six-forty, Sunday morning in mid-September, as if the sunrise were a tipping point between night and day. A pair of crows called out from the roof peak of a red-brick, rural colonial. This edifice shows great promise that is mostly unkept, between the many missing shingles and a clogged gutter hanging by a single, rusting nail.



In the front yard lay more than a dozen bodies of opioid users spread out in dingy, uncut grass. Three cars sat out front, parked in by a half-dozen vans whose emergency medical technicians (EMTs) triaged the overdose victims. They administered Naloxone to those still breathing, while waving off deer flies and an occasional yellow-jacket, as lives hung in the balance.



A lone police car pulled up silently with lights flashing. A tense, twenty-four-year-old officer, Tom Timmerman, stepped out of the cruiser, his eyes peering over the car door at the EMTs at work as he placed his peaked cap on.



With his left hand, Tom turned on his vest mic and cam. He told the dispatcher: “We’re going to need backup from the drug investigation unit.” With his right hand, he took out his cell phone and snapped a picture. ”Check out this photo that I am sending you.” He clipped the microphone back on his vest, switched off his mic, and put away his phone. He walked behind the cruiser and, out of view of EMTs, puked up his breakfast.



Feeling better, Tom stared blankly at the old colonial and silently prayed: In the richest country in the world, why are so many leaders floundering, individuals self-destructing, and vile practices like human trafficking returning? What will happen when we confront problems not self-inflicted? Will my efforts to help people leave the world better than I found it, or simply prop up a distracted generation? Why, Lord, have you brought me to this time and place? Relieved, Tom rubbed his face with both hands.



The dispatcher asked: “Any idea why the victims are in the front yard without any blankets, chairs, or party paraphernalia?”



Tom switched on his mic: “Good catch. Better alert homicide.” Looking up, Tom saw a young man leaning behind a bush, trying to hide in the woods next to the house. “Hold on, I see a potential witness.” Tom took out his phone, clicked a picture, and forwarded it.



“I am sending you a photo of this potential witness. See if you can get an ID.”



“Ten four. Be careful. Backup is on the way.”


∞



Tom pointed at the anxious, young man standing there talking to himself and motioned with his finger to come. The man looked back and forth, cautiously stood up straight, and walked out of the woods.



“Good morning. I am Officer Tom. Who are you?”



“I, I’m Mikey Jones.”



“Okay, Mikey. What happened here?”



“I don’t do drugs and have a car, so my buddies asked me to be the designated driver. When they got high, people started passing out and throwing up in the house, starting with the party girls. I called 911.”



“Okay, slow down. Take a deep breath. What do you mean by party girls?”



“The guys living here advertised adult entertainment, but all we got were some stoned Hispanic teenagers who didn’t seem to know where they were.”



“Trafficked immigrants?”



“I guess so.”



“And?”



“You know, I don’t do drugs.”



“And?”



“The guys living here worried about keeping the place clean and asked everyone else to help them drag people out of the house when they got sick.”



“Sick?”



“In the middle of this, one guy phones some woman asking why she sold him some bad stuff. Then he yells, RESPECT, WHAT DO YOU MEAN RESPECT? and throws the phone against the wall.” 



Mike paused, then spoke softly: “Pretty soon, even they were getting sick. Afraid that I would too, I hid in the woods and waited for the EMTs.”



“Why didn’t you try to help your friends? Some of them obviously suffocated in their own vomit.”



“I told you. I was afraid,” Mikey paused, eyes wide open, staring blankly ahead. “I don’t do drugs so how was I to know what to do?”



“I see. Are you okay? What is your home address? Is there a telephone number where I can call if I have questions?”



“Give me something to write on.”



Tom handed him a slip of paper and a pen. Mikey wrote down his contact
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