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Get the most from this book

Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4 to 7 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  tested yourself

•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Typical mistakes

The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.

Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Debates

Debates are highlighted to help you assess arguments and use evidence appropriately.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Summaries

The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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My revision planner

1 Comparative theories

Realism

What are the main ideas of realism?

Realism and international anarchy

Realism and the security dilemma

A comparison of realism and conservative ideology

Liberalism

What are the main ideas of liberalism?

Liberalism, global governance and complex interdependence

Liberalism and morality

Liberalism, free trade and democracy

A comparison of liberalism with liberal and socialist ideology

Divisions between realism and liberalism

Main ideas of the anarchical society of states

How realism and liberalism explain developments in global politics since 2000

2 The state and globalisation

The nation-state and national sovereignty

The various types of globalisation

In what ways does globalisation impact on the state system?

How liberals and realists view globalisation

How is the sovereign influence of the nation-state challenged by globalisation?

Globalisation and conflict

Globalisation and the environment

3 Global governance: political

The United Nations

The United Nations Security Council

The United Nations General Assembly

The International Court of Justice

The Economic and Social Council

In what ways does the United Nations protect human rights?

What obstacles does the United Nations face in protecting human rights?

How effectively does the United Nations address poverty?

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization

4 Global governance: economic

The significance of the Bretton Woods Conference, 1944

Neoclassical economic theory and world systems theory

The International Monetary Fund

The World Bank

The World Trade Organization

The Group of Seven

The Group of Twenty

What is poverty and what causes it?

The difference between the orthodox and alternative models of development

The North/South divide

NGOs, poverty and development

5 Global governance: human rights

Origins of international law

Post-1945 development of international law and institutions

Post-1991 development of international law and institutions

Why is it difficult to enforce international human rights law?

The European Court of Human Rights

The successes and failures of international tribunals

Cultural relativism

The rise of humanitarian intervention

Why are some humanitarian interventions more successful than others?

Alleged Western double standards/reasons for selective intervention

6 Global governance: environmental

The challenge of climate change

The role and significance of the UNFCCC

The role and significance of the IPCC

Competing views about how to tackle environmental issues

The meaning and significance of sustainable development

The meaning and significance of the tragedy of the commons

International climate change agreements

Obstacles to international cooperation

7 Power and developments

The meaning and significance of hard and soft power

Hard power

Soft power

Smart power

Structural power

Polarity: the implications for global order

The changing balance of world order since 2000

Emerging powers

The consequences for global order of the different systems of government

Development and spread of liberal economics, the rule of law and democracy

8 Regionalism and the European Union

The growth of regionalism and its different forms

Economic significance of regionalism

Security regionalism

Political regionalism

The significance of regionalism

Development of regional organisations

In what ways does regionalism challenge state sovereignty?

In what ways does regionalism not challenge state sovereignty?

Formation and development of the EEC/EU

In what ways and why has the EEC/EU developed and expanded since 1957?

The EU’s development towards economic and monetary union

Debates about supranational versus intergovernmental approaches

The significance of the EU as an international body/global actor

To what extent does regionalism address and resolve contemporary global issues?

Now test yourself answers

Glossary


Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go


•  Start by looking at the specification — make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4 to 7 to familiarise yourself with the topics.

•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.

•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.

•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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2–6 weeks to go


•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, exam summaries, typical mistakes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.

•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at the back of the book.

•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.

•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

•  Use the revision activities to try out different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.

•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go


•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.

•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.

•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination


•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the exam tips, exam summaries, typical mistakes and key terms.

•  Check the time and place of your examination.

•  Make sure you have everything you need — extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.

•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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My exams

A-level Politics Paper 1

Date:……………………

Time:……………………

Location:………………

A-level Politics Paper 2

Date:……………………

Time:……………………

Location:………………
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1 Comparative theories

Realism

What are the main ideas of realism?


•  Classical realism provides a negative interpretation of human nature. Human beings are self-seeking, selfish and egotistical and so constantly strive for their own advantage.

•  Niccolò Machiavelli in The Prince (1513) states that human beings are ‘insatiable, arrogant, crafty and shifting, and above all malignant, iniquitous, violent and savage’.

•  According to structural realism, nation-states, like human beings, seek to advance their own interests at the expense of other nation-states.

•  Nation-states are power-maximisers which constantly seek the best outcomes for themselves.

•  The nation-state is also sovereign, which means that it possesses absolute authority to act according to its own best interests.

•  Since there is no authority greater than the nation-state, the nation-state is the key actor in global politics. The nation-state cannot rely on institutions of global governance, such as the United Nations (UN), to protect its security.

•  The ‘billiard ball model’ of global relations can be used to represent the centrality of state sovereignty in realist political theory. This is because all nation-states are equally sovereign and, like the hard shell of billiard balls, their sovereignty is protected from outside forces.
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Exam tip

Realism and liberalism are theories of global politics which provide two contrasting interpretations of international relations. These two conflicting perspectives of international relations are specifically examined in a compulsory 12-mark question in Section B, although they should also be applied throughout the exam.
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Realism and international anarchy


•  Since nation-states are sovereign and relentlessly pursue their own self-interest, they will not accept a supranational authority greater than themselves. As a result, global relations are anarchic because there is no authority which can effectively enforce international laws to which all states are equally accountable.

•  Nation-states exist in a ‘self-help’ world since, according to the realist political philosopher John Mearsheimer, there is no ‘night watchman’ that can enforce rules of international behaviour.

•  The state of international anarchy does not mean that war is inevitable. However, there is always the threat of war as nation-states constantly seek to increase their power and security.

•  According to the Greek historian Thucydides (460 BCE–400 BCE), ‘Peace is an armistice in a war that is continually going on’.

•  In order to survive in such a hostile world order, nation-states need to maximise their own security.

•  States should not act according to moral or humanitarian impulses since this is likely to destabilise international relations.

•  The five key words associated with realism are:




    •  state

    •  security

    •  self-help

    •  sovereignty

    •  survival.



Realism and the security dilemma


•  In order to increase their security, nation-states seek to achieve a balance of power in their favour. They can do this by increasing their military build-up and establishing alliances with other powers.

•  Although this is designed to enhance their security, it can also undermine it because it may encourage other nation-states to do the same. By encouraging arms races and alliance building, a security dilemma is created as actions supposed to make a nation-state more secure can actually make it more vulnerable.
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Now test yourself


1  According to realists, what motivates the actions of nation-states?

2  Why do realists believe that nation-states are the key (pre-eminent) actors in global politics?

3  What do you understand by the term ‘global anarchy’?

4  Why do realists believe that global politics is anarchic?



Answers on p. 106
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Exam tip

Section B focuses on the comparative theories of liberalism and realism and has to be answered using relevant core political ideas (socialism, liberalism and conservatism). As in Unit One, students should refer to specific core thinkers in their answers.
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A comparison of realism and conservative ideology

Table 1.1 compares realism and conservative ideology.



	Table 1.1 Realism versus conservatism



	Realism
	Conservatism



	According to realism, human beings and nation-states act according to self-interest.
The threat of violence and conflict is therefore ever-present in global relations because nation-states constantly seek to increase their power.

Security and survival can be achieved only through the acquisition of power.

This is the only way of deterring the predatory instincts of other nation-states.

‘In the anarchic world of international politics, it is better to be Godzilla than Bambi’ (John Mearsheimer).

Nation-states should act according to their own interests rather than be guided by moral issues.

	Traditional conservatism shares a similarly negative view of human beings.
According to Thomas Hobbes (core thinker), ‘The condition of man … is a condition of war of everyone against everyone’.



Since unrestrained human beings possess an extraordinary capacity for violence, the highest aim of government is to provide stability and security for its citizens.

Edmund Burke (core thinker) rejected the violence of the French Revolution in favour of hierarchy and authority.

For Michael Oakeshott (core thinker), the aim of government ‘is to keep afloat on an even keel’, rather than indulging in moral abstractions.
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Typical mistake

The emphasis that realism puts on the inevitability of conflict and the self-interest of nation-states can make it seem as though realists favour war. This is misleading. Instead realists believe that the best way of avoiding war is to acknowledge and so deter the predatory instincts of nation-states. Being prepared for war, realists argue, is the best way of preserving peace.

[image: ]




[image: ]

Exam tip

When attempting a 12-mark Section B question on liberalism and realism you will have only 15 minutes for your answer. You will not have time for an extensive introduction or conclusion. Instead you should engage immediately with the main thrust of your analysis.
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Now test yourself


5  What is the connection between realism and the security dilemma?

6  Why do realists reject morality as a guide to foreign policy?

7  Why is the accumulation of power so important to realists?

8  In what ways is realism connected to a conservative view of human nature?



Answers on p. 106
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Liberalism

What are the main ideas of liberalism?


•  In contrast to realism, liberalism is based on an optimistic analysis of human nature.

•  According to liberalism, human beings are naturally cooperative and so nation-states are not bound to be in constant conflict with each other.

•  Instead, nation-states should work together to establish collective solutions to shared problems.

•  Nation-states are also guided by rationality and so appreciate that collective global dilemmas, such as the limitation of weapons of mass destruction and climate change, are most effectively dealt with by nation-states agreeing to cooperate.



Liberalism, global governance and complex interdependence


•  For liberals the nation-state is not the most important political actor in global relations. Instead, nation-states should cooperate with intergovernmental organs (IGOs) such as the United Nations and the World Trade Organization (WTO). They should also work with non-governmental organs (NGOs) such as global pressure groups to try to collectively resolve international problems.

•  Liberals believe that nation-states should place collective goals above national self-interest. They therefore favour institutions of global governance, such as the United Nations, through which there can be shared solutions to international problems and crises.

•  The way in which nation-states work with each other and with NGOs and IGOs creates a world of complex interdependence based on multiple channels of communication.

•  This creates a ‘cobweb model’ of international relations which brings together nation-states, IGOs and NGOs in mutually supporting layers of connectivity.

•  According to liberals, international relations can be based on harmony and balance because nation-states can rationally decide that they can achieve more through collective action rather than through national self-interest. War and conflict are not inevitable in international relations.

•  By accepting practical limitations on their sovereignty through their membership of intergovernmental organs, the foundations can be established for world government. This would be based on the complete abandonment of state egoism in favour of a shared approach to international decision-making.



Liberalism and morality


•  Liberalism is also founded on a moral interpretation of global politics which emphasises the importance of the protection of human rights when determining foreign policy.

•  Since liberals argue that the world is a global community based on our common humanity, nation-states have a duty to protect and encourage international respect for human rights.

•  A good example of this is the UN’s Responsibility to Protect (2005), which recognises that a nation-state has the ‘responsibility’ to protect the human rights of its citizens. The global community in turn has the ‘responsibility’ to intervene in the internal affairs of a nation-state if those rights are being abused.

•  The liberal belief in our shared humanity has been used to justify humanitarian interventions within sovereign nation-states, including the NATO interventions in Kosovo (1999) and Libya (2011).



Liberalism, free trade and democracy


•  According to the principles of liberalism, democracies do not go to war with each other. Liberals encourage the spread of democracy in order to encourage global peace and stability. This is often referred to as the democratic peace thesis.

•  Liberals believe that free trade is both an economic and a moral good. This is because trade between nation-states encourages cooperation and understanding and so reduces the risk of war.

•  Liberals support the extension of free trade and democracy as the most effective way of encouraging cooperation in order to increase zones of peace at the expense of zones of conflict.
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Typical mistake

Although liberalism as a theory of global politics is closely connected with the core ideology of liberalism, its optimistic interpretation of human nature also owes a great deal to socialism. Therefore, when answering a Section B question on liberalism, be prepared to connect it to both the core theories of liberalism and socialism.
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Now test yourself


  9  How do liberals view human nature? Why is this significant in the way in which they approach international relations?

10  What is global governance and why do liberals favour it?

11  In what way and why is the protection of human rights important to liberals?

12  Why do liberals believe that democracy and free trade are important?



Answers on p. 106
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A comparison of liberalism with liberal and socialist ideology

Table 1.2 compares liberalism with liberal and socialist ideology.



	Table 1.2 Liberalism versus liberal and socialist ideology



	Liberalism
	Liberal and socialist ideology



	Liberalism’s optimistic interpretation of human nature suggests that global relations can be defined by harmony and balance.
War and conflict are therefore not inevitable in global relations.

Nation-states should work together, and with IGOs and NGOs, in order to resolve collective problems.

Nation-states should act according to shared goals to encourage the establishment of a global community.

Nation-states achieve more through cooperating with each other than by competing.

Collective interdependence is the most effective way of encouraging


	Liberal optimism about the possibility of universal peace and harmony is closely associated with the positive socialist view of human nature.








Divisions between realism and liberalism




	Table 1.3 Liberalism versus realism



	Realism
	Liberalism



	According to classical realism, human beings relentlessly seek power and so the relationship between nation-states will always be conflict-based.






	Liberalism derives from a much more optimistic interpretation of human nature. Human beings are naturally cooperative and rational.












Main ideas of the anarchical society of states



•  Bull argued that although nation-states still play the dominant role in international relations, this does not mean that there must therefore be constant war and conflict.

•  This is because nation-states, although they are still sovereign, choose to cooperate with other nation-states to achieve positive outcomes for themselves.

•  Global politics is still anarchic because there is no supranational body that can compel obedience. However, there are still numerous channels through which nation-states can choose to cooperate rather than compete.

•  As a result, it is possible to create order and stability out of global anarchy. By seeing mutual advantages in cooperation, a society (rather than just a system) of states is created.

•  It is possible for there to be an anarchical society of states. This is because although sovereign nation-states remain the key actors in global politics, they generally choose to act according to accepted rules of international behaviour and abide by international law.

•  Anarchical society theory attempts to bridge the gap between realist and liberal interpretations of global politics.

•  By accepting the nation-state as the key actor in global relations, anarchical society is within the realist tradition. However, by arguing that nation-states generally choose to cooperate, it challenges the realist emphasis on state egoism, placing it within a more liberal interpretation of international relations.
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	Table 1.4 Fukuyama and Huntington: a comparison



	Francis Fukuyama, The End of History (1992)
	Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations (1996)



	Francis Fukuyama wrote The End of History and the Last Man at the end of the Cold War.





	Huntington’s The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order is based on a more realist approach to global politics.








How realism and liberalism explain developments in global politics since 2000

Liberalism


•  The end of the Cold War (c.1989–1991) encouraged the development of a more liberal world order. It was within this context that Fukuyama envisaged The End of History.

•  In 1991 a global coalition, led by the United States but mandated by the United Nations, was established to expel Iraqi forces from Kuwait. This suggests that a liberal world order based on shared respect for international law is possible.

•  The setting up of UN tribunals (former Yugoslavia, Cambodia, Sierra and Rwanda) and the creation of the International Criminal Court in 2002 indicated that human rights would now play a more central role in international relations.

•  The UN World Summit which endorsed the UN Responsibility to Protect (2005) established the important liberal principle that nation-states have a duty to protect the human rights of people living within their borders.

•  The way in which World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) structural adjustment programmes have driven forward liberal economic principles suggests that the free-market/free-trade principles of the Washington Consensus are becoming globally dominant.

•  The establishment of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994 further demonstrated the growing importance of free trade between nation-states.

•  The expansion and further integration of the European Union provides a liberal global template for how nation-states can agree to share sovereignty in order to maximise their collective good.

•  The growing scope of climate change agreements (Rio de Janeiro, Kyoto, Copenhagen and Paris) demonstrates how nation-states can be willing to work together to resolve collective dilemmas.



Realism


•  Nation-states often continue to be motivated by realist principles. Indeed, realist self-interest has become even more important recently as strongly nationalist governments increasingly put their national interests before those of the global community.

•  In 2014, Russia annexed Crimea from Ukraine in order to advance its national interests in defiance of international law.

•  The Trump administration withdrew from the Paris Treaty in 2017 because fulfilling the terms of the agreement was not in the United States’ immediate economic interests.

•  President Trump has stated ‘we reject globalism’ in favour of the national interest. In his inaugural speech (2017), he explicitly rejected liberalism when he stated, ‘It is the right of all nations to put their own interests first’.

•  The international community has not been able to come together to resolve humanitarian crises in Syria and Yemen because nation-states have preferred to put their strategic interests first.

•  For example, Russia and Iran have intervened in Syria in order to advance their geostrategic interests. Saudi Arabia has intervened in Yemen to stop Shia rebels toppling the government which would be likely to increase Iranian influence in the region.

•  China is advancing its territorial interests in the South China Sea by reef building. Although China’s claim to the Spratly Islands has been declared illegal by an international tribunal, China has ignored the ruling.

•  Although the European Union is widely seen as being the world’s most advanced form of liberal-inspired regionalism, it is now being challenged by the rise of nationalist/populist political parties.

•  The popularity of the nationalist principles of Viktor Orbán in Hungary and Matteo Salvini in Iraly strongly contrasts with the liberal principles on which the EEC/EU was established.

•  The way in which the Paris Treaty (2015) is based on nation-states submitting their own carbon-reduction targets (Intended Determined National Contributions) shows how unwilling nation-states still are to accept limitations on their sovereignty.

•  The growing assertiveness of China and Russia is likely to further challenge liberal values since both are strongly Westphalian and put their geostrategic interests ahead of a liberal commitment to human rights.

•  The extent to which global politics reflects liberalism is less marked than it was in the immediate aftermath of the Cold War.
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1  Analyse the divisions in relation to human nature which exist between realists and liberals. In your answer you must discuss any relevant core political ideas.


2  Analyse the meaning and significance of the anarchical society theory. In your answer you must discuss any relevant core political ideas.


3  Analyse the reasons why realists and liberals view the role of the nation-state in global politics so differently. In your answer you must discuss any relevant core political ideas.


4  Analyse the reasons why realists and liberals view the acquisition of power in international relations in different ways. In your answer you must discuss any relevant core political ideas.
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•  the significance of the different ways in which realists and liberals understand human nature

•  why realists regard the acquisition of power as so important in global politics

•  the significance of the security dilemma

•  the meaning of complex interdependence and why liberals favour it

•  why realists and liberals view the protection of human rights differently in international relations

•  the way in which Hedley Bull’s anarchical society theory provides a way of understanding why stability can exist within global politics

•  how the works of Francis Fukuyama and Samuel Huntington contribute to the liberal/realist debate

•  (although realism and liberalism are examined in section B) the need to approach contemporary developments in global politics within a realist/liberal context in both Section A and Section C.
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