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			DEDICATION

			Who to dedicate this book to was an easy, “slam-dunk” decision for me. Long before the first keystroke was entered on the manuscript, while assembling various notes and putting together an outline, I knew that this book must be dedicated to a lady I’ve grown to love and admire more over the many years we’ve spent together. I met Marina, my lovely bride, over thirty-seven years ago. God put us together. I seriously don’t use that statement as a cliché. She was fourteen when I first met her and fifteen when we had our first date. I was (David clears his throat…) somewhat older. I learned at her early age where her heart was, and witnessed the heart of her mom. I knew one could tell a lot about a girl if one observed her mom’s actions. It did not take long before I knew she was the girl for me; she was (and is) a woman after God’s own heart. I’ve witnessed an amazing Godly strength of character in her that grows stronger year after year as she strives to do everything, under Holy Spirit anointing, to be a Godly wife to me, mother to our daughters, and Mimi to her grandkids. She sacrificially gives of her time to put and love God first, her family second, and then dealings with our friends. Marina is a God chaser and a role-model woman to be admired. She’s put up with a lot when she did not have to, hanging in for us and for our family. I’m a much better man because of her in my life. She is my love bird, my mate for life.
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			FOREWORD

			When David Hamil asked if I would consider writing the foreword for his book, Beyond any Mask: What Kind of Godly Character Are You? I was both curious and honored. Curious about the message of his book and honored to be asked to endorse not only the hard work of an author but also a message that was forged in the furnace of real life. David allows us to learn from some of the most difficult moments of his life and how God is able to restore anyone to wholeness and Godly character.

			In my years of ministry, I have watched people rise from failure and succeed. Unfortunately, I have seen others never recover from their fall. What’s the difference? When someone takes ownership of their mistakes, they are able to overcome their mistakes. David has done this and takes us on his journey from character collapse to character strength.

			In Part One, David helps us to really take an honest evaluation of our true character—our integrity. In Part Two, you will come to understand how your character can truly change. When one genuinely places their trust in God and surrenders to His Word, transformation occurs from the inside out. Finally, in Part Three, David shares what he has learned and practices consistently to allow God to continue to shape his character.

			This book is not a lesson in theory; it’s a road map of restoration from a real man’s life. I encourage you to learn well the truths that David has been so willing to honestly share. Your character will be strengthened, and your life will be blessed.

			George H. Sawyer

			Senior Pastor

			Calvary Assembly of God

			Decatur, Alabama, USA

		


		
			PREFACE

			My friend, if you’ve ever acknowledged before God and men and women that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He is your Savior, then I believe this book is for you. Given the fact that you are a Believer, your spiritual life falls into one of the following three categories:

			
					Cat 1 – you’re a wayward Christian, or

					Cat 2 – you have some questions or uncertainty about where the traits of your nature stand in the light of God’s standard,

					Cat 3 – you’re an on-the-rock (of Christ) solid Christian.

			

			The Holy Spirit inspired me to write this book for the explicit purpose of asking you the same book-title question He has asked of me for quite some time. “Why?” you ask. I’m asking you this question because God really (in a big way) cares about your character. “Why would God care about my character?” you inquire again. The answer is contained in two truths:

			
					Your character, if analyzed at any point in time, clearly indicates if you are presently salt and light to the world He is trying to reach, and

					Your character drives your destiny (i.e., where you are going).

			

			You’ll learn, as you read and study the material presented in this book, that I was a wayward, backsliding Christian for a dark season in my life. I know without a doubt there are Believers, who hold this book in hand, who are in a similar situation—you’re away from Christ.

			God cares, and I sincerely care about who you really are with any “mask” removed. Looking beyond any mask, what kind of Godly character are you? If you’re running from God (i.e., wayward or backslidden), then you likely have some idea of what kind of character you’ve become. This book is definitely for you. I shouldn’t have to remind you that God already sees you for who you are without any masks. Scripture reads that there is nothing hidden from Him (see Hebrews 4:13). We might fool people with the façade, but there is no fooling God. He knows where we stand. Although He might see you now in your current backslidden state, He loves you enough to not want to see you remain in that state. If you’re not running from God but you are wondering where your character traits line up to God’s standards, then the message shared in this book is also for you.

			Here’s a synopsis of the book’s contents:

			
					Part I – Character Recognition: You’ll learn what God already knows of your character.

					Part II – Character Restoration: You’ll learn how to correct any character deficiencies.

					Part III – Character Maintenance: You may learn some new, or be reminded of, Christian Living best practices to help you walk as Jesus did on this earth.

			

			Cat 1 and Cat 2 Believers need to read and study this book’s material from cover to cover. Cat 3 Believers should, at least, flip to Part III – Character Maintenance section of this book to see if there are any practices that could help you in your daily walk with Christ.

			Trust me: the Holy Spirit wants you to honestly answer the book-title question periodically. If the Holy Spirit points out that you have one or more problem areas that need to be addressed, then by all means don’t delay correcting them. Only God can take your weak areas and turn them into strengths. You cannot successfully fix your spiritual problems by your own power. You can try to do so, but I’m confident that your “Band-Aid fix” will only be a temporary solution to the problem. However, when you allow the Holy Spirit to repair (or restore) you into right standing with God, you can be assured that it will be done right. Once your life is back on track (i.e., God’s track), then drive to live out your Christian life under the Holy Spirit’s power and, I believe, you’ll find your character will stay above reproach. When you’re right where God would have you, then you can be an authentic (not fake) light guide with salt seasoning to a lost and dying world. You’re also destined for great things in His kingdom.

			David L. Hamil

			February 26, 2017
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			INTRODUCTION

			For eight months in 2007, I was involved in an extramarital affair. Over the course of those months, I was deceitful, a liar, and unfaithful to God and to my precious wife, Marina. To top it off, I was still the “model Christian” in the world’s eyes because I sat on the church pew each Sunday and acted the part, but deep down I was a long way away from the Lord. I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior at age seven and for most of my life I really knew God and He knew me; we had a relationship. Unfortunately, over time I had allowed the enemy to dull my senses and he had chipped away at my Godly character, which led to my walk down a sinful path.

			“Wow, that’s candid, jaw-dropping news, David!” you exclaim. I admit it’s certainly not the typical opener that one would encounter when beginning a book, and I did not share this to grab your attention. Admittedly, it has taken me this long to share the sinful news beyond my immediate family. You may be wondering, Why are you sharing it now? Because I honestly believe there are others who profess that they are Christians but the reality is it is difficult for anyone to see that they are acting any differently than the world. My Lord has done a work in me, which cleaned up my act and positioned me again for use in His kingdom. This book is only a small facet of where He is using me. Under the direction of the Holy Spirit living within me, I’m sharing what I’ve learned and have put into practice over the years. I have to confess that satan has whispered in my ears numerous times while I was writing the manuscript, “You’re not qualified to write this: you’ve blown it big time because you’ve broken many of God’s Ten Commandments! Who do you think you are?” My response: “I’m a child of the most high God. Beat it, satan, in Jesus’ Name!” Unfortunately, some of life’s toughest lessons surface from our own failures versus our learning them by observing other’s mistakes. Recall: King David also fell under similar circumstances but fortunately his actions, like mine, did not define his lifestyle. God still testified concerning him: “I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart” (Acts 13:22).

			You might be thinking too, I would never do such a thing, but be very careful here. Although you might not sin in this manner, there could be another area where you are vulnerable to fall unless you purposely prepare for and are ready to take on satan when he comes at you. Many times blatant, stare-you-in-face sin doesn’t just come up and say, “Hello,” and then slap you in the face; satan is subtle. He will take whatever time is needed to set traps in your life to ensnare you if you are not adequately armed to fight against his attacks.

			The book-title question is one that the Holy Spirit has asked of me, as your author, daily for quite some time. I share, now and then, with Marina those aspects of my Christian life that are either challenging or are burdening me now; having a character that God is pleased with has been one of those discussions. As I strive to stay connected to the vine of Christ, I find that the Father continues to prune those areas in my life to reshape my character more in the likeness of His Son. Sometimes this pruning hurts, but it is necessary as it gets rid of dead, unneeded branches so that Spiritual growth can take its place.

			The question remains and echoes in my mind: What kind of character are you? I find that daily I’m answering this question—sometimes good (Godly) but sometimes, sad to say, not so well. And similar to the Columbia Pictures’ movie, Groundhog Day, the question repeats in my mind and within my heart the next morning, and periodically throughout my day. This is a good thing.

			Character in this question refers to the moral (or “of integrity”) qualities of your innermost being. Specifically, this title question amounts to: “What kind of Godly character are you, compared against Christ’s standard?” Yeah, that’s what it’s really all about.

			The strength of your overall Christian character is rooted in the depth of your convictions. Convictions include your values, your commitments, and your motivations. Your convictions, along with your underlying character traits, determine your conduct. They motivate you to take a stand—right or wrong—and to act according to your values.

			Our having strong Biblical convictions are a necessity so we can be a light to the dark world we live in. What is funny—yet very sad—nowadays is that we quite often have strong convictions about weak issues (like golf, collegiate football, motorcycles) while having weak convictions about significant issues (like what is right and what is wrong in God’s eyes).

			My friend: please begin thinking about your walk with Jesus, and make a mental list of convictions you now hold. Are any of your convictions weak on any major issues (i.e., those that are sin in God’s eyes)? If a Spiritual conviction of yours is found to be weak under Holy Spirit scrutiny, then there is chink in your armor that satan will make a double-down effort to exploit. I’ll go so far to say that if you’re unsure if you have such a weakness—hint, danger zone—satan will find it. So, you might ask, “What’s the answer?” The answer actually is very simple: “Our living daily under the purifying fire of the Holy Spirit.” Easy to do, no! However, we do know it is possible because our Lord lived a perfectly sinless life for thirty-three years on this earth. Okay, I’m getting ahead of myself here, as the following chapters will address these topics.

			Christ set the bar (or the measure) that you and I are to emulate. His example established the virtual line, if you will, of how you and I are supposed to live. In this text, we won’t spend any time on the convictions aspect of your conduct, but we will spend considerable time on the other facet of why you conduct yourself in the manner that you do; your character traits. Going forward, I’ll periodically reference character traits as either Top-of-the-Line or Below-the-Line behavior, good and bad traits, respectively. Since we are made in the image of God and Christ (see Gen. 1:26) and Jesus said, “With God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26), then it must be possible that we can indeed, succeed. You too can have a strong, Christian character with deep-rooted convictions that stand firm and are coaligned with God’s Word in every facet of your life.

			The “bar” of Christ’s life has been raised for you as an example; you do have a higher calling; a higher standard to live by, in Christ. If it helps you, think of an Olympic high jumper where literally a bar is raised to the next higher level after he or she successfully makes a jump. Apostle Paul, near the end of his life, wrote in his Philippian epistle, “Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But
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