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Why are prepositions important?
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Prepositions are important for many reasons. They tell us the direction of the action and help us describe the details of what we want to say. Understanding them will also help your listening skills. This is because you will understand the details of what people are saying and not just the ‘general idea’.  

But the main reason you should learn them is because your English will sound absolutely awful if you don’t use them properly. I have taught thousands of students over the years and the one thing that I’ve noticed is that the use of prepositions causes trouble for everyone, even advanced students. 

Prepositions are literally the glue that sticks English together. Without them, it just sounds broken.

Most books just concentrate on the basic uses of prepositions (at 5 ‘o’ clock, on a bus etc etc). This book is for elementary to intermediate English students who want to take their English to the next level. In this book you will learn 150 everyday uses of prepositions.

This book will help you speak more fluently because:

Having a good understanding of prepositions will help you get a higher score in TOEFL and other tests.

It introduces the uses of prepositions in collocations. These are easy to remember blocks of language. So you just need to remember the block and not always have to guess which preposition to use. This will help a lot with fluency.

It also introduces lots of different phrasal verbs. You will be able to express yourself more fluently if you learn phrasal verbs.

All the prepositions are introduced in short, very easy to understand stories and articles. You will learn how they are used in real everyday language. There are also examples to help you really understand how to use them.

There are practice exercises at the end of each chapter so you can test your knowledge.

So learn these everyday uses of prepositions to make sure that you don’t speak in broken English. 

Before you get started

Also as a small publisher I rely on reviews to get my books noticed. Even if there are other reviews already, I really appreciate your feedback. Thank you very very much.
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The problem with work
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Part One

Do you love your job? If you do, you’re lucky. I used to hate my job. And I mean really hate it. Everyone always says that the key to having a happy career is to ‘do what you love’. The only problem was that I had no idea what I loved. I used to work in sales, but I was never really very good at it, so I never made much money. Even though I had a lot of knowledge about the products I just lacked interest in trying to sell them. I should have been focusing on the selling but I was more interested in learning about the other person.

Prepositions:

The key to...: 

Example: The key to a long marriage is respect.

To work in...: 

Example: I used to work in I.T

Knowledge about...:

Example: I have a lot of knowledge about Scotland because I used to live there for a while.

Interest in...:

Example 1: I have a real interest in history.

Example 2: I am interested in history.

To focus on...:

Example: This book focuses on the ‘end of the cold war’.

To learn about...:

Example: When I was a kid we had to learn about the industrial revolution. 



Part Two

Then one Sunday I watched an interview with an entrepreneur and I was really inspired by what he said. He basically said that of 100 people, only 10 of them would be happy in their work. That means that the other 90%  would be bored by their jobs. This really got me thinking ‘how was I going to change my life? What kind of job would I enjoy?’.

Prepositions:

An interview with...:

Example: There was an interview with the president on the TV last night.

To be inspired by...:

Example: I was really inspired by what he said.

Of (30 students) only (3 of them passed the exam):

Example: Of the whole country only 40% of the population were actually born there.

To be bored by...: 

Example: I am bored by most American TV programmes. They are always the same.

A kind of...:

Example: What kind of ice cream would you like?



Part Three

Even though I didn’t know exactly what I wanted to do, I had a good idea of what my personality is like. I knew that I wouldn’t want to be the boss of a company. By that I mean that I wouldn’t want any employees. I also knew that I tend to work better on my own and that I like writing. So, I eventually decided to publish my own ‘how to’ books. Now that I’m self-employed, I’m really happy with how things are going. If I work hard there is usually an increase in sales which of course makes me feel good about what I’m doing. Even though it can be hard I am definitely happy with my decision.

Prepositions:

The boss of...:

Example: Who is the boss of ABC company?

To tend to...:

Example: I tend to put on weight easily.

To be happy with...:

Example: I’m happy with his work so far.

An increase in...:

There has been an increase in female viewers since he joined that show.

To feel (good) about...: 

Example: I’m not too sure how I feel about him dating my daughter.



Practice

Practice 1:

You should try and focus.......positive things as much as possible.

There isn’t much knowledge.......life in Britain before the Romans.

I went to Japan to learn.......their culture.

My interest.......languages began when I was about 10 years old.

The key.......success is goal setting.

I worked.......education before I became a nurse.

Answers: on, about, about, in, to, in

Practice 2:

I saw an interview.......him just before he died.

I was pretty bored.......him to be honest.

I was inspired.......that film to become a fireman.

.......the 100’s of people I met at University, he is the only one I stay in contact with.

What kind......chef is he?

Answers:  with, by, by, of, of

Practice 3:

I’m pretty happy.......my job at the moment.

I tend.......fall asleep reading.

There has been an increase.......sales of flashlights since the storm was announced.

I don’t really feel good.......inviting him.

Who is the boss.......that company?

Answers: with, to, in, about, of
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Business Ideas are Worthless
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Part One

When I graduated from university, I had all sorts of ideas for businesses that I could start. Usually what would happen was, that I’d be employed as a secretary or something and I would suddenly think of a great tool that would make my job easier. Or I would think of a service that would be ideal for the area that I lived in. The problem was, that I’d think about the ideas for a while and then just lose interest and forget about them.

Prepositions:

To graduate from...:

Example: I graduated from ABC University in 1999.

An idea for...:

Example: I had a great new idea for a website.

To be employed as...:

Example: I was employed as an English teacher when I lived in France.

To think of...:

Example: I can think of a 100 reasons why you shouldn’t marry that guy.

To be ideal for...:

This bag is ideal for carrying sports equipment.

To think about...:

Example: I try not to think about my ex-husband.

To forget about...: 

Example: I completely forgot about that!



Part Two

Usually if I didn’t immediately forget about the idea, I’d do a tiny bit of research on the subject. I’d often  find that a similar brand of product or service already existed and then just give up. I’d think ‘I’m not an expert in this field so my idea will never work’. Even if my idea was completely original and perfect for a certain market, I would convince myself that it was impossible and that it would eventually fail.

Prepositions:

A bit of...: 

Example: After I bought my car I had a bit of money left so I bought  a new stereo.

(To do) research on/about...: 

Example: It’s best to do a bit of research on an area before you move there.

A brand of...: 

Example: I love that brand of clothing. It’s so stylish.

An expert in (a subject/field):

Example: He is an expert in British history.

To be perfect for...:

Example: I don’t know why they never dated. I think they would be perfect for each other.



Part Three

Here’s an example. One time I was working in a factory and I noticed that they wasted hours wrapping boxes by hand. I thought of a simple tool that would do the same job but in a 1/10 of the time. But even though it would be an essential tool for most factories, I didn’t do it because I thought ‘I have no experience of manufacturing, so it will never work’. I had no confidence in my own ability. Anyway a few years later I was having a discussion about this idea with a friend of mine. He told me that somebody had actually started manufacturing a similar tool and was making a lot of money. This is why I think that business ideas are worthless. Because anyone can have an idea but it is the ‘doing’ that really matters.

Prepositions:

Essential for...:

Example: It is essential for soldiers to be calm and not to panic.

To have experience of...:

Example: I don’t have much experience of living in a foreign country.

To have confidence in...:

Example: I don’t have much confidence in government.

A discussion about...: 

Example: We had a discussion about how we could expand the company.

A friend of...:

Example: I think that she is a friend of Sue’s.



Practice

Practice 1:

What do you think.......buying an electric car?

Have you got any ideas.......what you want for your birthday?

I just want to forget.......it to be honest.

He graduated.......a famous university.

I think this place would be ideal.......having a party in.

I was employed.......a lifeguard when I was younger.

I can’t think.......anyone who would buy that.

Answers: about, for, about, from, for, as, of

Practice 2:

She is an expert.......archaeology.

I’m doing research.......where to go on holiday next year.

With a bit.......luck I should pass the exam.

I think that he would be perfect.......working in a school.

What brand.......perfume is that?

Answers: in, on/about, of, for, of

Practice 3:

I don’t have much confidence.......him paying me back.

We had a discussion.......politics.

I think she is a friend.......my fathers.

It is essential.......young people to have some privacy.

I enjoyed the experience.......working on a boat.

Answers: in, about, of, for, of
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