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        This is my second year participating in the Book Boyfriend Auction. This year I had two lots and the winner would get to choose the name of the book’s heroine.

      

        

      
        Let’s give author and founder

        Elizabeth N. Harris

        a round of applause for winning this lot.

      

        

      
        Thanks to everyone who took part, we now have a final figure for the Book Boyfriend/character auction. All monies have now been collected, and we can confirm the final amount raised!!! The TEPF would like to extend their utmost gratitude and thanks to everyone who helped raise this amazing figure!

      

        

      
        THE ELIZABETH’S PHOENIX FOUNDATION RAISED:

        £5709.00/$7739.89

      

        

      
        Please visit the website below to see what we do

        and how to help:

        www.tepfcharity.net

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        “Go to Heaven for the climate,

        Hell for the company.”

        - Mark Twain
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        All of my brothers are busy falling in love, getting married, and having babies, while I drown myself in work.

        As the newly hired Sheriff and the only single one on the force, I pick up the slack most days since the budget cuts won’t allow me to hire more deputies.

      

        

      
        Family first, right?

      

        

      
        When a group of hunters stumble into the station, half drunk with a ghost story, I throw them into the drunk tank to sober up. Until the emergency line starts ringing off the hook with the same report…

      

        

      
        A little boy wandering alone on the side of the road.

      

        

      
        I head out in search of the kid and find so much more.

      

      

      

      
        
        TRIGGER WARNINGS:

        Lost Child, Large wounds, Hospitalization, Grooming(not on page), Power imbalance, Family betrayal, Strangulation/Smothering, Childhood trauma, Guns, Violence, Car accident
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        Summer 2018

      

      

      “Don’t do it, dumbass.” I sip the lemonade Mama made for the party as I watch Bradley foolishly make a bet with one of the ranch hands.

      “Stay out of this. I know what I’m doing.”

      I snort and look over to the object of my twin brother’s obsession.

      Maribel Adams.

      She’s in a pretty yellow sun dress and cowboy boots, talking to some friends, holding two presents for us. It’s our sixteenth birthday, and Bradley boy just bet he’d lose his virginity with her.

      Tonight.

      “Ask yourself, ‘Is my dick big enough to be acting like this?’” I turn back to Brad and watch him look down at said dick and grin.

      “Damn right it is.”

      I sigh cause that was not me encouraging him.

      But since I’m packing the same in my jeans, I know he ain’t lying, so I try once more to change his mind.

      “Ok, better question. Do you know what to do with it, cause Maribel is a senior and knows her way around a bale of hay.” I arch my brow so he gets my point, but it only seems to excite him more.

      “Then she can teach me.” His grin grows, and I give up.

      “This is why when we played cop and robbers, you were always the thief.” I point at him as I start to walk away from him and the disaster he’s about to walk into.

      “‘Cause I’m not afraid to steal some pussy?” His eyebrows waggle as the ranch hand he made the bet with laughs at us.

      Fine, be a dumbass.

      “It’s your funeral, bro. Don’t say I didn’t warn ya.” I shrugged and turned away, refusing to watch that trainwreck.

      I go inside the house, trying to find a single moment of peace, but the entire ranch is crawling with partygoers, and I find myself in my dad’s office, spinning in his chair, trying to make the world turn fast enough that I can skip tonight altogether.

      “You in here looking for my good whiskey?” I grab the desk to stop the chair and close my eyes against the spinning room.

      “Nope, just trying to time-travel.” Pa snorts at me and pulls open his desk drawer and retrieves a flask full of the dark liquid he was just asking me about.

      “You nervous or just wanna get it over with?” He unscrews the lid and takes a swig.

      “Both,” I answer honestly.

      It’s the Friday night before our summer break is over, and we both start our junior year of high school. But more importantly, tomorrow morning is the qualifiers for the state finals, where I’m competing in marksmanship in the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Ag Clays.

      “Here, don’t tell ya Ma.” He passes me the flask, and I hesitate.

      It’s not like I’ve never snuck a drink before, but it’s the first time Pa has openly offered me alcohol, and it almost feels like a test.

      I can’t win tomorrow with a broken arm.

      “Oh, go on. It ain’t like I don’t know about you boys drinking out by Blind Pass Creek.” He grins when I finally take it and place it to my lips, but still stalls to make sure I’m not about to get knocked out.

      “Ramsey Mark,” he growls, and I take a hit.

      The whiskey burns my throat, and I try to keep the coughing reflex under control, but fail. Pa laughs as he slaps my back way too hard as his way of helping me breathe normally again.

      “You’ll be fine, boy. The trick is to relax and shoot like no one is watching. You keep your eye on the target, and it won’t matter who’s watching you. You’re gonna make me proud.” He ruffles my hair and leaves me watching him with tears in my eyes.

      And they ain’t all from the coughing fit.
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      I run my hand through my hair for what must be the thousandth time. I stare at the little boy currently sitting in my mother’s lap as she feeds him a turkey sandwich and chips.

      “Have you gotten any more information out of him?” I look at my deputy, Joshua Kline, and shake my head.

      “He’s four, likes ‘turwey sandviches’ and his mama is out there hurt.” The little boy’s lips make me smile for a moment, but he thought of a woman hurt and relying on her son, on me, to find her is driving me crazy.

      We searched the area, BJ, and I found him in, but came up empty.

      With how short-handed our department is, I’ve called in help from neighboring towns and the state. They’ll be here by morning, but my concern is the incoming weather.

      “What about his name?” I sigh and grab my hat off the hook at the front door.

      “Just his first name - Billy.” I know where my deputy’s thoughts are heading.

      But I’ve already checked the missing person database, and no Amber Alerts have been issued for a child named Bill, Billy, William, or any other variation I could think of in Texas or any other state in our area.

      “Shit, he couldn’t have one of these new hip names to help us find someone who knows him.” I nod in understanding.

      “I need some air.” I slap his shoulder
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