

  	
  	
			 

			
		
    For Tracy,
My love, my home, and my favourite person to share this wonderfully strange world with.
For the laughter, the quiet moments, and those mornings when you pull me out of bed to watch the sunrise. For making the ordinary parts of life the ones I most look forward to.
And for putting up with my fascination with ghosts, despite having absolutely no desire to meet one. If anything ever follows me home, I accept that "but it seemed friendly" will not be an adequate explanation.
Wherever my curiosity takes me, and however far my imagination wanders, my heart knows its way home to you.
Preferably without bringing anyone else.
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The paranormal and the supernatural are a passion of mine. They have also helped shape my fantasy writing. I am drawn to the possibility that an ordinary place might contain something we do not understand, and to what happens when somebody encounters it. In fiction, I can take that possibility wherever I want. A strange sound can belong to a creature. A presence can have a name, a history and a reason for being there. Writing about reported events asks something different of me. The people are real, and the gaps in their accounts have to remain gaps.

My interest has taken me beyond reading about other people’s experiences. I have spent time ghost hunting, and I have witnessed things I still cannot explain. One incident in particular stays with me. I was in a warehouse building regarded as haunted when a cup flew into a wall and shattered with extreme force, right in front of my eyes.

What I witnessed and what caused it are separate questions. I still cannot give you a satisfactory explanation. I include the incident as a personal recollection, rather than as an independently verified case, because it helps explain why this subject matters to me.

An experience like that changes the way you listen to somebody else describing an event they found impossible. I know why a person might keep returning to one moment, wanting an answer that will make it fit into the rest of their life. I want to give that person room to speak. I also want to know precisely what they saw, which parts they inferred, and what survived for somebody else to examine.

That combination of personal interest and a demand for detail is the starting point for this book. A subject that matters to me deserves care, including a willingness to question a confident explanation.

The cases collected here concern alleged hauntings, cryptids, camera apparitions, possessions and exorcisms. The records range from a priest’s diary to a laboratory report. Sometimes a witness speaks directly in a published interview. Elsewhere, the account reaches us through a journalist, an investigator, an anonymous letter or an institution’s retrospective history. Those differences are part of the story. They affect how closely we can get to the event and how much confidence a conclusion deserves.

A photograph can preserve something a witness genuinely found startling. It can also leave the decisive action outside the frame. A tape can preserve a voice without establishing who, or what, the speaker believed was speaking through them. A death investigation can establish a physical cause and criminal responsibility while leaving the beliefs of the people involved open to historical examination. Treating all of these records as though they answer the same question would flatten the most interesting parts of them.

I have included cases with substantial ordinary explanations alongside those that remain uncertain in the material available. A documented fabrication belongs in a serious collection because its history can be traced. An animal identification matters because it allows a frightening or unfamiliar appearance to be compared with physical evidence. Neither outcome makes the original human reaction uninteresting. It tells us what a particular piece of evidence can support.

The possession and exorcism chapters require particular care. Some concern people who died. Their suffering should not become a special effect in somebody else’s entertainment. Where medical information is available only through reporting, I say so. A witness’s belief is identified as a belief, and a court’s finding is identified as a legal finding. I have kept the distinction even where a more dramatic version of the story would be easier to tell.

Each case ends with a sceptical assessment. That section considers ordinary explanations and the strength of the surviving evidence. It is not a licence to invent a diagnosis, accuse a named person of deception without support, or pretend that a possibility has been demonstrated. Sometimes the responsible conclusion is specific: a campaign was staged, or a tested sample belonged to a known animal. Sometimes the surviving material only allows a narrower conclusion.

My fantasy books give me the freedom to answer their mysteries. Here I want to preserve the point at which an answer stops being supported. That can be frustrating. It can also keep a case worth thinking about, because it leaves the next useful question intact. What was actually recorded? Who was present? Can the original material still be examined? Which detail would distinguish one explanation from another?

The warehouse incident remains unexplained to me. It helps explain my interest in these pages, but it does not decide any of their cases. Each has its own witnesses, history and evidence. I invite you to read their accounts closely, enjoy the strangeness where it survives, and give a convincing explanation its due when one emerges.
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The scope of the book

This is a selected collection of documented claims within the period 16 October 1946 to 16 October 2026. The haunting selection concentrates on the last fifty years; the other parts use the wider eighty-year window. The earliest selected episode is the 1949 St. Louis exorcism. Publication dates are distinguished from event dates where that difference affects the account. The collection is not an inventory of every reported incident in that period.

The thirty-two case chapters are arranged by the kind of evidence they principally offer. A household disturbance can overlap with a possession allegation, and a cryptid can appear on a trail camera. Placement is a way of making useful comparisons. It does not imply that the subjects belong to established supernatural categories.

Witnesses and their accounts

A PERSON WHO WATCHES a recording is a witness to the recording. That is different from seeing the subject directly at the time. A photographer noticing a figure after developing a picture offers another kind of account again. These distinctions are preserved in the chapters, especially where a later retelling tends to describe everybody involved simply as an eyewitness.

Named testimony allows an account to be attributed. It does not automatically establish its interpretation. An anonymous account can still be described accurately, but its anonymity restricts follow-up. Translations are identified, as are recollections made many years after an event. Quotation marks preserve a person’s words; they do not certify the claim within them.

Records and their limits

A PUBLISHED RECORD may be an original account, a transcription, an extract, a later summary or a reproduction. The references identify these forms where they matter. Reading a journalist’s description of an autopsy does not amount to inspecting the autopsy. Reading an investigator’s account of correspondence does not mean the original letters have been authenticated independently.

The chapters identify the most useful surviving object: a print, film sequence, tissue sample, clinical assessment, diary or legal finding. They then ask what that object establishes. The existence of a recording establishes that something was recorded. Identifying its subject and cause may require information beyond the image or sound itself.

Photographs and recordings

THE EVIDENCE NOTES point to historical photographs, film frames and recordings in the cited sources. Some show an alleged phenomenon; others show a witness, a location or a court scene. These are distinguished. A photograph of an exorcist does not show an exorcism, and a publicity still from a dramatisation does not show the historical event.

This text edition links to those materials without reproducing the third-party photographs. Readers can examine the cited publications and compare their images with the written accounts. The linked pages may contain advertising, later updates or images unrelated to the original claim. The notes identify the relevant item as closely as the source allows.

Assessments and references

SCEPTICAL ASSESSMENTS appear at the end of every case. They are the book’s interpretations of the evidential position. Proposed ordinary mechanisms are kept conditional unless a source supplies positive evidence for them. A demonstrated explanation in one case does not become an explanation for every superficially similar report.

Numbered references lead to the source register at the back. They include supportive accounts, critical investigations, institutional records and contemporary reporting. Their presence is a route for checking the text, rather than an instruction to accept every conclusion their authors draw. Research was checked through 16 October 2026; later changes to source pages or new evidence may alter a case’s status.
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