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	There was a young girl named Riki who lived in a small village in Tutong on the island of Borneo. 

	 

	Riki loved walking along the beach with her father. 

	 

	Every afternoon after school, they would walk the sandy beaches.

	 

	Riki would bring her cat to the beach. Her cat loved chasing small crabs. Her cat would also sniff at seashells to see if there was anything inside.
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	Riki and her father enjoyed searching the beach for interesting objects. 

	 

	The pair enjoyed finding and keeping pretty seashells, washed up colourful coral fragments and the occasional smooth beach pebbles. 
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	One day, Riki found a strange palm-sized flat brown pebble by the beach. 

	 

	She went to pick it up and found it was lighter than she expected. 

	 

	It was too light to be a beach pebble. She wondered what it was. The sunlight reflected on the pebble, and yet it was too shiny to be a pebble.

	 

	She shook the pebble to see if there was anything inside. It made no sound. 

	 

	Riki squeezed it in her hand. The pebble was neither soft nor hard. Riki knew that this was not a stone.
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	Riki showed it to her father. 

	 

	He thought it was a piece of plastic waste. 

	 

	He told her to throw it away, but Riki refused. 

	 

	She felt that there was more to this pebble than meets the eye. 

	 

	It had a light sweet smell, like vanilla ice cream. 

	 

	Perhaps it was magic. 



	




	[image: Image]



	




	 

	Even though Riki had no idea what it was, she decided to keep it. 

	 

	She took it home and kept it in her room with her precious seashells, corals and colourful beach pebbles. 

	 

	She told herself that she would find out what it was. 

	 

	She would bring the pebble to school and show it to her teachers. Surely they would know what it was. 
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	However, the next day, Riki forgot about the magic pebble. She forgot to read up books about beach pebbles. She forgot to bring it to school. She forgot to show it to her teachers. 

	 

	Perhaps that was the power of the pebble, to make her forget about it.

	 

	It stayed in her room, untouched and unnoticed for a very long time. The magic pebble sat on Riki’s bookshelf for the next 8 years. 

	 

	Riki had collected so many seashells, coral fragments, and trinkets that her room was like a junkyard. Friends of the family would laugh and say Riki was just like her father, they were both hoarders. 


[image: A picture containing indoor

Description automatically generated]



	



	 

	 

	 

	One day, her mother told her to clear out all of her ‘precious junk’ but Riki could not throw away her precious collection. 

	 

	She decided to turn the seashells, coral fragments and the smooth pebbles into figurines and sculptures by sticking them together with hot glue. 

	 

	She had learnt this art from her much beloved late grandmother. 
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	As she was sorting out her collection, she came across the strange, flat, brown magical pebble. 

	 

	She wondered how she could forget about the mysterious pebble. 

	 

	Did the pebble make her forget about it? 
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	Riki decided once and for all that she would have to find out what it was. 

	 

	She went on her laptop, and searched the internet for similar images that matched her mysterious pebble. 

	 

	BINGO! 

	 

	She found out it was a ‘snuffbox sea bean.’ 

	 

	What a strange name for such a strange seed, Riki thought. 

	 

	She said it to herself over and over again, “It’s a snuffbox sea bean!”
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