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For three hundred years the Spanish and Mexicans waged relentless war against the Apache who returned all of their cruelty and hatred in double measure. The Apache proved that he was neither to be subdued nor conquered as had been the Indians of Mexico, and the passing years widened the gulf that yawned between him and his would be masters. When the people of the United States looked with longing eyes upon the Southwest, it was in utter ignorance of the tremendous problem that awaited them,——a problem that had proved the undoing of both Spaniard and Mexican before them. Prosperous settlements and thriving ranches had been laid waste by the indomitable Apache until his very name struck terror to the heart of man, woman and child. With an insatiable land-hunger and with a boundless faith in their own ability to master the situation, the people of the United States invaded the southwest, acquired Mexican territory and incidentally acquired some thousands of fierce and warlike Apache, who must be conquered, restrained and taught a new mode of life ere the new possession could offer adequate protection to its inhabitants. From 1846 until 1886 the struggle went on between the Apache and their new foes. Various plans for bringing order out of chaos were proposed and given trial and many lives were sacrificed before peace and order came to stay. The story of these forty years of conflict are full of human interest for they are the story of a strong and gifted people making a heroic struggle for their ancestral home and for their tribal freedom, longing with an intense longing to be allowed to live their lives in accord with the wild and savage customs handed down to them from their savage forbears. Arrayed against them were a people of virile stock, bearing aloft the torch of civilization and humanity but, being intensely human, their higher ideals had mixed with them baser desires of selfishness, hatred and greed, and it was largely due to these latter traits that the settlement was forty long years in coming.

Though the Apache had long been the bitter enemy of the Mexican, yet the citizen of the United States did not share the hatred so generously given his southern neighbor. Indeed the Apache welcomed the United States as an ally during the Mexican War, for Mexico was their common foe. But the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo wrought a great change; a change not at first recognized by the Apache. By the terms of the treaty, the United States assumed all responsibility for the protection of her newly acquired Mexican citizens and also for the enforcement of good-behavior by the lawless Apache, who was no more to be allowed to depredate south of the international boundary.

General Kearny's treaties.——While on his hasty march of conquest, General Kearny held meetings with representatives of the various tribes, including the Apache, making treaties,——largely verbal,——with them. By these treaties the Indians were bound to submission and future loyalty, whereas the United States pledged itself, through its authorized representatives, to furnish them full protection against enemies internal and external. Scarcely had Kearny turned his back on the newly sworn friends than the Navajo, one tribe of the Apache family, began open depredations upon their sometime foes. Colonel Doniphan was dispatched to the Navajo country to secure the release of all prisoners and property stolen from the inhabitants of New Mexico and to secure adequate guarantee of future good conduct. The new treaty signed was but one of a series continuing through the years 1846-1867. Only the last one was worth the paper it was written on. Most of them were not even ratified by the Senate but that mattered not, for before that body had time to act the Navajo had already proven the written word valueless. Colonel Doniphan did succeed in leaving New Mexico before the Navajo again raided the settlements. Then followed the Taos Revolt which was in turn followed by a period of guerilla warfare in which the Apache and Navajo took active part. United States troops were stationed in the new territory and to them was entrusted the public safety. During the years that followed these troops saw much active service, especially on short scouts and punitive expeditions against both Navajo and Apache. During the earlier years of United States occupation the Navajo and Jicarilla were the ones most frequently in need of chastisement. Santa Fe and the Rio Grande Valley were a constant temptation to the Navajo who quickly escaped from his raids into the most impenetrable fastnesses of northwestern New Mexico. Scarcely less daring were the Jicarilla Apache who found valuable prey in the travelers over the Santa Fe Trail.

In the early 1850s when gold began to lure men to California, wagon trains began to wind their way through the mountains of New Mexico and Arizona to the golden land beyond. The almost incredible estimate of sixty-thousand has been made for these weary travelers over the Santa Fe Trail and the southern trails leading from Texas. Privation and suffering attended their path, but worse than all else was the wily Apache who lurked behind rock and bush, showing no trace of his presence until unhappily the weary traveller was off guard or too weakened to successfully defend himself. Then the men of the party were slain and the women and children killed or carried into lives of slavery worse than death. All stock were much esteemed booty, for horses and mules were legal tender among the Apache. Not only were they valuable as riding animals but they provided food,——mule meat being an exceedingly choice dainty,——and with them a man might buy his wives.

In March 1849, after Congress had created a new department, that of the Interior, and after it had placed the department of Indian affairs under it, the Agency at Council Bluffs was transferred to Santa Fe that there might be a base from which the government might hope to deal with the Indian problem in the new territory,——a problem which had by that time begun to assume rather large proportions. But the lawmakers of the Union were too ignorant of the needs of the situation and even the local civil and military officials were too newly on the ground to be able to speak authoritatively. So the first decade of United States occupancy dragged on, punctuated here and there by treaties with the hostiles by scouts and the Military and by periodic punitive expeditions which failed before they started, in the big thing they sought to do because the number of the force was too inadequate to inflict a lasting blow.

One thing of incalculable importance marks this decade: this terra incognita became known. As the troops scoured the mountains in quest of renegades, they grew familiar with the country; they learned the contour of the land, the trails, the water courses and the springs. They penetrated the mountain fastnesses where the Apache had long hidden himself secure from pursuit. And with this acquaintance with the country they acquired further acquaintance with their wily antagonist, whose habits and customs they must know before they could hope to control or conquer him. But the gain did not stop there. Various exploring expeditions were made and the boundary and railroad surveys plotted the map of the new territories. Thus passed the decade of the 1850s. At its end the Apache problem seemed little nearer its solution for the enemy was even more avowedly an enemy than at the time of the conquest. But the United States had made definite progress.

One other beginning made by the United States during these years must be mentioned. In spite of the unsettled condition of the new territories, the influx of population had been considerable. The California immigrants, many of them, failed to reach the promised land and took up their abode where their exhausted resources or worn horses stranded them. Copper, gold and silver mines were opened in Arizona and drew the customary ambitious money seekers. The Vigilance Committee of San Francisco strenuously encouraged settlement of southern Arizona by expelling desperadoes from California.

This influx of population was for years apparently a source of weakness to the United States rather than strength, for the newcomers offered new temptations to the Apache for depredations and they were ever in difficulty with the Apache and were constantly complaining of the inadequacy of the military protection and of the efforts that were being made to control the Apache. But in time, their presence helped to provide that evidence of power that led the Apache to see that his cause was hopeless.

Growing Apache hostility.——And while the white was thus gaining knowledge and getting ready for really grappling with the problem before him, what of the Apache? As the white began to gather in larger numbers in Apacheria, and as the previously impenetrable fastnesses were penetrated and as the troops were inflicting punishment upon the Apache tribes, their attitude toward the United States changed. No longer considered allies, the people of the United States must be recognized as more dangerous foes than any who had come before. They were more numerous than the Spaniards had been and braver than the Mexicans were proving to be. The Apache began to see that if they would hold their home in security they must be more wily than ever. But more potent than these things in changing the Apache attitude toward the citizens of the United States was the treatment that some of them received at the hands of the troops. Their confidence in the fair play and honesty of the United States received its first mortal wound.

In the spring of 1861 some Apache stole a cow and a child from the Mexican mistress of an American. Seventy-five men were sent from Fort Buchanan to demand the return of the stolen property. At Apache Pass, under protection of a white flag flying over the tent of the commander, Cochise the head chief and five other chiefs entered for a talk. Upon their stout denial of all knowledge of the matter, the order was given to seize the chiefs. Cochise slit the tent with his knife and effected his own escape but the captive chiefs were hung in retaliation for the fighting that was begun immediately by the Chiricahua Apache. Years of bloodshed were the fruit of that act of American treachery.

The Civil War.——Almost immediately too
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