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  There are worse crimesthan burning books.
One of them is not reading them.


  Joseph Brodsky, on the acceptance of thepost of U.S. Poet Laureate, 19th May 1991


  ***


  For me, as for many others, the readingof detective stories is an addiction,like tobacco or alcohol.


  W.H. Auden, Harpers Magazine, May 1948


  Introduction


  
    Regional noir began ... with writers such as Ian Rankin (Edinburgh), John Harvey (Notting ham) and my own Manchester-based Kate Brannigan. But it has lost nothing of its early vigour and reveals us to ourselves in a way that few other styles of writing can manage. Its concern with the bigger picture, its willingness to engage with society, and its descriptions of ... landscapes have as powerful a grip as ever.

  


  
    Val McDermid, from an article in The Guardian, July 21 2013

  


  The aim of this book is to encourage reading, by whetting the appetite for British and Irish crime fiction and encouraging readers to discover new crime writers, both contemporary and historic.


  For crime fiction, perhaps more than most genres, the setting of the book is crucial. A crime is often the product of the society around it, and that in itself is heavily influenced by the environment. In addition the setting evokes emotion and knowledge in the reader, which helps to give the narrative a context. The Hound of the Baskervilles is a Victorian murder mystery set on Dartmoor, and the descriptions of the moor, the mists, the Tor, and the Grimpen Mire serve to give the whole story an air of gothic mystery, of mystique, which would not be felt in the same way if the story was set in nineteenth century Surrey.


  People love to read about the places they know, recognising a town, a street, the local moorland. This helps to draw them into the action, so that they can feel part of the story. Authors usually do this in one of two ways: either by using real places, streets and landmarks in a real place (examples include Graham Hurley — Portsmouth, John Harvey — Nottingham), or by creating a fictional setting within a real place (such as Stephen Booth — Derbyshire). This book examines British and Irish crime fiction, showing how authors have used specific British and Irish settings.


  The number of crime fiction novels currently available via libraries, bookshops and the digital world is staggering, so many readers may need a little guidance to find new authors that will interest them.


  Then there are those readers who know what they want, and love the thrill of the chase, the pleasure of finding that long sought-after book or author in a library, a second-hand bookshop or car-boot sale. Where do they go though, to get their next read? Who will they be looking for tomorrow?


  Hopefully, this book will help. Dividing Britain and Ireland into thirteen regions, it shows which authors have set books within each area, so if your interest is Scottish crime or Cornish crime, police procedurals or historical mysteries, this book will provide lots of ideas.


  Not everything will be easy to find. The works of many authors are out of print, and will be languishing in second-hand bookshops, on eBay or in car-boot sales, waiting for someone to show interest. However, the advent of ebooks has seen many titles become available again, and overall interest in crime fiction is at an unprecedented level, so there has never been a greater opportunity for the crime fiction fan to look beyond the obvious, and try something different.


  How to use this book


  This book covers only crime fiction which is set in Britain or Ireland. Although I have concentrated on books published in the last fifty years, I have included many important earlier authors and titles as well.


  The book is divided into thirteen regions:


  
    	England



    	
      
        	The West Country


        	The South and South East


        	London


        	East Anglia


        	The Midlands


        	The North West


        	The North East

      

    


    	Wales



    	Scotland



    	
      
        	Glasgow and the West of Scotland


        	Edinburgh and the Borders


        	The Highlands and Islands and the North of Scotland

      

    


    	Ireland



    	
      
        	Northern Ireland


        	The Republic of Ireland

      

    

  


  I have tried to include all major British and Irish crime series of the last fifty years which have been set in a specific real place e.g. Colin Dexter’s Morse series (Oxford), and have also included many individual novels set in one particular area or place such as Robert Goddard’s Play to the End (Brighton). I have also included a selection of series and novels from earlier times, especially from the Golden Age of detective fiction, which is generally accepted to run from 1920–1940.


  Where an author’s fictional setting is widely accepted to be based on a real place, I have included the author under that region, for example, Kate Ellis’s Wesley Peterson novels are set in Tradmouth, which is, as the author freely acknowledges, based on Dartmouth. She is therefore listed under Devon for this series, and under Yorkshire for her novels set in the fictional Yorkshire city of Eborby.


  I have generally not included authors who are disingenuous or vague about their locations These include Susan Hill, whose wonderful books about the city of Lafferton could be based on Exeter, Salisbury or Gloucester. I have made an exception for Miss Marple’s St Mary Mead, which Agatha Christie described as “about 25 miles from London”, which puts it within the South and South East region.


  For the sake of space I have not always been able to feature all books that an author has set in an area. Only on rare occasions have I been able to feature more than two or three books from an author. For example all of the Morse books by Colin Dexter are set in and around Oxford, but I have only focused on a few of them in his entry in the Midlands section.


  In addition, no author is listed in more than three regions, even though some use multiple locations. I have tried to include these authors under their three most interesting settings.


  I have not generally included short stories — the main exception being the Sherlock Holmes short stories of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.


  Each entry is listed with an accompanying website which can be used for further information — where possible this is the author’s own website, but where none exists I have given a link to a reliable source — often the wonderful Fantastic Fiction:www.fantasticfiction.co.uk. They are valid as at August 2014.


  I have given ten personal recommendations at the end of each chapter, including a variety of styles and types of novel.


  Any errors or omissions are, of course, mine.


  John Martin

  Leicester, 2014


  For more information on crime fiction, you can find me on Facebook (John Martin – Crime Fiction Connoisseur) or visit my website (www.crimefictionguide.info).



  Crime Fiction Awards


  There are a number of high-profile awards made for crime fiction in Britain and America. The principal ones are listed below.


  Britain and Ireland


  The Daggers


  The Crime Writers’ Association’s Dagger Awards have a long and illustrious history. The Crime Writers’ Association (CWA) was founded by John Creasey in 1953, and the first award for crime novel of the year was made to Winston Graham for his book The Little Walls in 1955. At this point the award was called The Crossed Red Herring, but it became The Gold Dagger in 1960 and has remained so ever since. A Silver Dagger has been awarded on occasions.


  A number of other Dagger awards have been added over the years. The Awards are usually made at the annual Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival in Harrogate, and the current listing is as follows:


  
    	The CWA Diamond Dagger — sustained excellence in Crime Fiction



    	The CWA Gold Dagger — the best crime novel of the year



    	The CWA Ian Fleming Steel Dagger — the best thriller of the year



    	The CWA John Creasey Dagger — the best new crime writer of the year



    	The CWA International Dagger — the best crime novel translated into English



    	The CWA Dagger in the Library — the author whose work is currently giving greatest enjoyment to library readers



    	The CWA Short Story Dagger — the writer of the best crime short story



    	The CWA Debut Dagger — the best new writer who has not had a novel published commercially



    	The CWA Ellis Peters Historical Dagger — the best historical crime novel of the year



    	The CWA Non-fiction Dagger — the best non-fiction work on a real-life crime theme


    	The CWA Last Laugh Dagger was awarded between 1988 and 1996 for the year’s best humorous crime novel. It is now known as the Goldsboro Last Laugh Award and is awarded at the annual Bristol CrimeFest.

  


  
The eDunnit Award



  This is for the best crime fiction ebook and is awarded at the Bristol CrimeFest.



  The Theakstons Old Peculier Crime Novel of the Year Award


  This is run in partnership with WH Smith, and celebrates the very best in British crime writing. It is open to British and Irish authors whose work has been published in paperback during the preceding twelve months, and is usually presented at the annual Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival in Harrogate.


  The Deanston Scottish Crime Novel of the Year


  This is awarded at the annual Bloody Scotland Crime Festival.


  The Ireland AM Crime Fiction Book of the Year


  This award is open to all Irish authors and was inaugurated in 2009.


  America


  
    	The Agatha Award is awarded annually in memory of Agatha Christie at the Malice Domestic fan convention in Washington.



    	The Anthony Awards were created in 1986 and are awarded by attendees at the annual Bouchercon Crime Convention.



    	The Barry Awards are awarded at the annual Bouchercon Crime Convention by the editorial staff of Deadly Pleasures Mystery Magazine.



    	The Edgar Awards are named after Edgar Allen Poe and are awarded by the Mystery Writers of America.



    	The Grand Master of the Mystery Writers of America is an honour conferred by The Mystery Writers of America themselves.



    	The Macavity Awards are decided by the readers of Mystery Readers International and awarded at the annual Bouchercon Crime Convention.



    	The Shamus Award is given annually by the Private Eye Writers of America for the best detective novel of the year.


  


  Abbreviations


  The following abbreviations are used throughout this book:


  CWA – Crime Writers’ Association


  DC – Detective Constable


  DCI – Detective Chief Inspector


  DCSupt – Detective Chief Superintendent


  DI – Detective Inspector


  DSgt – Detective Sergeant


  DSupt – Detective Superintendent
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  Blogs
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    	Grumpy Old Bookman:www.grumpyoldbookman.blogspot.co.uk


    	Crime Always Pays:www.crimealwayspays.blogspot.co.uk
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  Finally...


  I must thank my family and my partner Veronica for their help and encouragement. This quote from the great American musician Frank Zappa seems very apt: “So many books, so little time.”


  REGION TWO


  England — The South and South East


  
    Faraday was watching a tiny fishing smack butting against the tide... Centuries ago, a heavy iron chain was laid across to the Gosport shore, resting on the seabed. In times of war, the chain could be raised, barring the entrance to the harbour, and the remains of this primitive barrier were still visible, brown and rusting, at low tide. These days of course, there were other ways of keeping the enemy at bay, but the longer Faraday spent in the city, and deeper he plumbed its depths, the more certain he became about what made the place tick. Portsmouth owed its very existence to aggression.

  


  Graham Hurley, Angels Passing, Orion, 2003


  This region includes the South Coast from Southampton to the Thames estuary, Hampshire, Sussex, Kent and all the Home Counties surrounding London. It takes in the wonderful natural beauty of the New Forest and the South Downs, the historic Weald of Kent and the ecclesiastical centre of Canterbury. Its coastline includes perhaps the most famous naval port in the country (Portsmouth), and holiday destinations such as Whitstable, Margate and Brighton, while The White Cliffs of Dover are for many a symbol of Britain.



  Great names in crime fiction with local connections include Peter James, who went to Charterhouse School, lives in Sussex and sets his novels in Brighton, Arthur Conan Doyle, who lived in Surrey and Sussex, Agatha Christie (when she famously disappeared in 1926 her car was found abandoned near Guildford), and Ruth Rendell, who sets her Wexford novels in the fictional Sussex town of Kingsmarkham. Brighton is also the setting for works by Graham Greene and Robert Goddard, while Graham Hurley and Pauline Rowson focus on the historic naval city of Portsmouth.


  Gilbert Adair



  Film critic, novelist and journalist Gilbert Adair wrote three wonderful Agatha Christie pastiches featuring murder mystery writer and amateur detective Evadne Mount.


  In A Mysterious Affair of Style (2007), Evadne investigates when an actress is murdered on a crowded film set at Elstree Studios in Hertfordshire.


  www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/a/gilbert-adair



  Catherine Aird


  A long-time resident of Kent, Catherine Aird (a pseudonym of Kinn Hamilton Mcintosh) has said that any similarity between her fictional Calleshire, where all of her Inspector Sloan novels are set, and Kent itself is a coincidence. However, I believe there are enough coincidences throughout her well-plotted novels to justify her inclusion in this section.


  Inspector CD (“Seedy”) Sloan’s many cases include a body in a suit of armour (The Complete Steel, 1969) and an Egyptian mummy being replaced with a dead body (Little Knell, 2000). Cleverly straddling the line between cosy crime and police procedural, the stories are imaginative and thoughtful.


  In Hole in One (2005), when two lady golfers discover a body in the much feared Hell’s Bells bunker at a local golf course, Sloan is called in and finds that the club committee is divided by more than just their golf handicap.


  www.catherineaird.com



  Rennie Airth


  When South African journalist Rennie Airth found a scrapbook detailing the life of an uncle who had been killed in World War I, it gave him the idea for the beautifully written, expertly researched John Madden trilogy.


  The first book, River of Darkness, was published in 1999, and was nominated for Anthony, Macavity and Edgar Awards in the USA. Madden is a sympathetic character, a war veteran who has lost his family. He is the detective in charge of the investigation into the horrific murder of five people in a small, peaceful Surrey village shortly after the end of the Great War. While others are prepared to believe it was robbery gone wrong, Madden insists that there is more to it.


  The final novel, The Dead of Winter (2009), takes place in 1944 by which time Madden has retired to a Surrey farm. When a young Polish refugee girl is viciously murdered, the hard-pressed police are prepared to see it as a random killing until Madden, for whom the girl had been working, decides to use his Scotland Yard contacts to take the case forward, and soon there are links to stolen diamonds and another murder.


  www.rennieairth.net



  Tom Bale


  Tom Bale is the pseudonym of David Harrison, and his first novel Skin and Bones (2010) is set in rural Sussex, where a Hungerford-style massacre takes place in a quiet, sleepy village. Julia Trent is a survivor, and her account does not tally with the official view — that it was a lone gunman. Working with the son of one of the victims, she sets out to uncover the truth. However, by not letting it rest, she has put herself in even more danger.


  In the follow-up, Terror’s Reach (2011), an exclusive island enclave off the south coast is attacked by a group of merciless killers. Joe Clayton, an ex-policeman now working as a bodyguard, finds himself caught in the crossfire of a violent vendetta.


  See also: the West Country


  www.tombale.net



  Christianna Brand


  This is one of a number of pseudonyms used by Malayanborn Mary Christianna Lewis, whose writing career lasted from 1941 to 1982. With interesting plots and a fine sense of humour, her crime novels can be compared to classics from the Golden Age of detective fiction.


  She created the character of Inspector Cockrill of the Kent County Police for Heads You Lose (1941), who also appeared in Green for Danger (1944), which is often cited as one of the classic mysteries of the period. The story is set in a military hospital at the height of the Blitz, where a patient has died during an operation and the nurse in charge has been murdered. The Inspector finds himself with a number of suspects, but no apparent motive.


  www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/b/christianna-brand



  Simon Brett


  A writer and producer for the BBC for many years, Simon Brett is perhaps best known for his crime novels featuring jobbing actor Charles Paris, but his series of Fethering novels have brought him many new readers. Fethering is a fictitious retirement community on the Sussex coast, and his amateur sleuths are retired civil servant Carole Seddon and her friend and accomplice Jude Nichols. The relationship between these two very different characters is central to these charming, cosy crime novels.In their first investigation, The Body on the Beach (2001), Carole finds a body, which she reports, only for it to disappear before the police arrive. They disbelieve her, but her friend Jude persuades her to turn detective and the two women decide to investigate for themselves.


  In Blood at the Bookies (2008), they investigate when the body of a Polish immigrant is found dead in the local betting shop. There are plenty of suspects, including a university lecturer and a mysterious woman. Then Jude is attacked, and they realise they must apprehend the killer before he or she strikes again.


  See also: London, Scotland: Edinburgh and the Borders


  www.simonbrett.com



  John Dickson Carr


  One of the all-time great crime novelists, John Dickson Carr was the grand master of the locked-room mystery. An American by birth, he lived for many years in England, and often used English settings. His novels were full of unlikely scenarios, and he specialised in impossible murders.


  In The Crooked Hinge (1938) his protagonist Dr Gideon Fell is staying in a small Kent village when a man is murdered in front of three people, all of whom claim to have seen nothing.


  See also: London


  www.jdcarr.com



  Glenn Chandler


  Best known as the creator of TV series Taggart, Glenn Chandler is a playwright of note and the author of two powerful crime novels set in Brighton, featuring DI Steve Madden, a sad and cynical detective recovering from a broken marriage.


  In Savage Tide (2003), Madden is called to a murder scene, only to find that the victim is his own son, who had just announced that he was gay. To find the truth about his death Madden has to enter Brighton’s gay underworld.


  In the follow-up, Dead Sight (2004), Madden investigates a frightening murderer who kills without com punc tion.


  www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/c/glenn-chandler



  Agatha Christie



  Born in Devon in 1890, Agatha Christie was an extremely productive crime writer, with more than eighty novels and a vast number of short stories to her credit, as well as a number of plays including The Mousetrap — the longest running play of all time.


  The character of Miss Jane Marple, spinster, was originally introduced in The Murder at The Vicarage (1930). She lived in St Mary Mead, a classic English village. Its exact location is never made clear, but it is described as being about twenty-five miles from London, which puts it in the Home Counties.


  Miss Marple is elderly, and though she has rarely left her home village, she has become a student of human nature, and considers herself a good amateur sleuth. Surprisingly, she only appeared in one novel in the first twenty years of Agatha Christie’s writing career.


  Miss Marple’s second full-length appearance is in The Body in the Library (1942), in which a body is found in the country house belonging to her friends, the Bantrys. The body is thought to be that of a dancer from nearby Danemouth, and there are quite a number of suspects. The police are baffled, and then a second young girl is killed. It takes Miss Marple’s ingenuity to uncover a cruel and vicious murderer.


  In The Mirror Cracked From Side to Side (1962), a murder takes place at the home of film star Marina Gregg, which was formerly owned by the Bantrys. It transpires that the film star may have been the intended victim, and Miss Marple becomes interested because Mrs Bantry had been at the party where the murder took place. Further deaths occur before she is able to ascertain the truth.


  Overall Agatha Christie wrote twelve Miss Marple novels, as well as many short stories. Miss Marple has been played by several different actresses on TV and radio, with varying results. The BBC adaptations featuring actress Joan Hickson are my personal favourites, and are the most faithful to the original stories.


  See also: the West Country, London


  www.agathachristie.com



  Alys Clare


  A former student of archaeology, Alys Clare has written a superb series of historical crime novels centred around the magnificent Hawkenlye Abbey in Kent. The Abbey is a mixed community of monks and nuns, all in the charge of the formidable Abbess Helewise. Set in the late 1100s at the time of Richard the Lionheart, they feature a highly unusual detective partnership — a nun (Abbess Helewise) and a knight (Sir Josse D’Acquin), who meet in the first of the series (Fortune Like the Moon, 1999) when King Richard employs his old colleague D’Acquin to find the killer of a young nun.


  In The Faithful Dead (2001), an elderly pilgrim has died at the Abbey, and a decomposing body is found. Soon Josse and Helewise find themselves embroiled in a mystery whose roots go back into the depths of recent history, well beyond the Second Crusade.


  By the time of The Rose of the World (2011) life has moved on. Helewise has left the Abbey and moved to Hawkenlye Manor with Sir Josse, and as King John has been excommunicated, his men have arrived to take over the Abbey. When Helewise’s granddaughter vanishes, Sir Josse and Helewise face a danger that could ruin their lives.


  www.severnhouse.com/author/Alys+Clare/9378



  N.J. Cooper


  Natasha Cooper is a former Chair of the CWA, and writes for many newspapers and magazines. After two mystery series set in London she has set her most recent series on the Isle of Wight. The main character is forensic psychologist Karen Taylor.


  In the first book, No Escape (2009), Karen is conducting interviews for a paper on Severe Personality Disorder. She is trying to probe the mind of imprisoned psychopath Spike Falconer, but she starts to doubt his guilt — which is not a universally popular point of view on the island.


  The fourth in the series, Vengeance in Mind (2012), sees Karen working to unlock the memories of a devastated woman who was a witness to a gruesome murder. A wealthy businessman has been found dead, horribly mutilated in what looks like a revenge attack. The only witness was his personal assistant, who is suffering from traumatic amnesia. As the story starts to come out it is Karen herself who is most at risk. This novel was shortlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger in 2012.


  See also: London


  www.natashacooper.co.uk



  Freeman Wills Crofts


  A Dubliner by birth, Freeman Wills Crofts was part of the Golden Age in the 1920s and 1930s. He was a contemporary of Christie and Sayers, and was an early member of the Detection Club, the group of authors who drew up a series of “fair-play rules” for crime writers.


  His main character, Inspector French, was for a time seen as a major rival to Hercule Poirot, and had been promoted to Chief Inspector by the time of Mystery on Southampton Water (1934), in which French investigates an explosion on a launch in the Solent.


  Crofts lived in Guildford for many years and set a number of his books in the area, including The Hog’s Back Mystery (1933), where Inspector French is puzzled by the mysterious disappearance of several local people, and Crime at Guildford (1935), in which French investigates the connection between a jewel robbery in London and the death of a Guildford businessman.


  www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/c/freeman-wills-crofts



  Judith Cutler


  Born and bred in the West Midlands, Judith Cutler moved to Kent a few years ago and started to write a series of novels set there, featuring DCSupt Frances Harman, a realistic and sensitive character who tries to find the balance between her police work as an experienced senior detective and the demands of her family.


  The first book in the series (Life Sentence, 2005) deals with a terrible case — a woman who was attacked, raped and left in a coma. If she dies, it will be a murder enquiry, which will be just another addition to Fran’s huge caseload. Fran is not far from retirement, and has a number of personal issues, but the job will not let her go.


  In the fourth book, Burying the Past, 2012, she is anticipating her wedding to Assistant Chief Constable Mark Turner when preparations are thrown into chaos by the discovery of a skeleton in the garden of their prospective new home.


  See also: the West Country, the Midlands


  www.judithcutler.com



  Lindsey Davis


  Birmingham born and bred, Lindsey Davis originally worked as a civil servant before turning to writing full time. She is best known for the Falco series, featuring Marcus Didius Falco, former legionnaire and informer, later Imperial Agent (a sort of private eye) in Ancient Rome. She is a highly respected author and has won both the CWA Ellis Peters Historical Dagger and the Dagger in the Library. Her research is impeccable, and in the character of Falco, her sense of humour shines through. The series began with The Silver Pigs (1989) and is generally set around AD 70.


  The thirteenth in the series, A Body in the Bathhouse (2001), sees Falco sent to the construction site of Fishbourne Palace in Sussex to investigate corruption and murder. He has to survive on his wits when he uncovers unexpected menace.


  www.lindseydavis.co.uk



  Paul Doherty


  A prolific author under his full name and several pseudonyms, Dr. Paul Doherty has written several series of historical crime novels.


  In his Canterbury Tales of Mystery and Murder, published between 1994 and 2012, a group of pilgrims embark on the long journey from London to Canterbury. Stopping at various points en route, each one recounts a grisly tale of murder and mayhem.


  In Ghostly Murders (1997) the pilgrims take shelter in a ruined church and the priest tells his tale. — Two brothers are appointed priests in the small Kent village of Scawsby. They set about building a new church and graveyard for the village, but when graves are moved to the new site, some are empty and others contain bodies of men clearly buried alive. The subsequent investigations lead the brothers into barely imaginable horror.


  After a ten-year gap, the seventh tale — The Midnight Man — was published in 2012. This is the physician’s tale. Brother Anselm and his novice are summoned to perform an exorcism at St Michael’s Church, Candlewick. Before long they are overtaken by a series of shocking events — murder, satanism, triumph and tragedy.


  See also: the West Country (Michael Clynes), London (Michael Clynes, Paul Doherty), the South and South East (C.L. Grace)


  www.paulcdoherty.com



  R.S. Downie


  Since winning a writing competition in 2004 Ruth Downie has written five well-researched novels about Gaius Petreius Ruso, a doctor in the Roman Army based in Britain. The author’s sense of humour and knowledge of the period come to the fore in a very readable series.


  Ruso and the River of Darkness (2010) is set in Roman Verulamium, now St Albans, where Ruso has settled following an escapade in France. Persuaded to try to find a missing tax man and some missing money, which may or may not be connected, Ruso finds that the people of Verulamium may not be as supportive of the Romans as they are thought to be. Soon he finds himself in a conspiracy involving theft, forgery, treasure and the legacy of Queen Boudicca herself.


  See also: the North West


  www.rsdownie.co.uk



  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle


  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was born and educated in Edinburgh but lived much of his life in southern England, including many years in Surrey and Sussex. He created Sherlock Holmes in 1887, and wrote about him for almost forty years.


  He set short stories all around southern England, including in Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire.


  “The Adventure of The Reigate Squire” was originally included in The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1893). While recuperating at a country house near Reigate, Holmes hears of a burglary and a murder nearby. There is only one clue — a piece of torn paper with a few apparently meaningless words on it. Holmes uses his knowledge of handwriting to help solve the mystery.


  “The Five Orange Pips” was originally written for the Strand Magazine in 1891, and was later collected for The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892). Holmes is called on to investigate a series of odd events at an estate in Horsham, West Sussex, including two deaths and the receipt of a strange letter from India, containing five orange pips.


  The Adventure of The Crooked Man appeared in The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1893). Holmes investigates the death of a military colonel at the army barracks in Aldershot. The colonel’s wife is the prime suspect, but Holmes is not convinced. The colonel’s military service in India proves to be vital.


  See also: the West Country, London


  www.sherlockholmesonline.org



  Liz Evans


  Grace Smith is a hard-up private investigator in the down-at-heel coastal community of Seatown who is called in to help out in various strange investigations such as the death of a beach donkey called Marilyn Monroe (Who Killed Marilyn Monroe?, 1997) and clearing the name of a woman who freely admits to murder (Sick as a Parrot, 2004).


  See also: London (Patricia Grey)


  www.lizevans.net



  Dick Francis


  As a jockey, Dick Francis is best remembered for failing to win the 1956 Grand National on the Queen’s horse Devon Loch, but as a writer he was the author of many award-winning crime novels, and he was awarded the CWA Cartier Dagger for lifetime achievement in 1989.


  Even Money (2010) was the third collaboration between Dick Francis and his son Felix.


  It starts on the first day of a major event at Ascot Racecourse, Berkshire, when bookmaker Ned Talbot, who has always understood himself to have been orphaned by a car crash when he was very young, is amazed to meet a man claiming to be his father. An hour later the man is dead, and Ned is drawn into a conspiracy that could cost him his life.


  Sandown Park in Esher, Surrey is a high-class, historic racecourse which has hosted horseracing since 1875, and features in several Dick Francis novels, including Reflex (1980) and High Stakes (1975).


  See also: the West Country, East Anglia


  www.dickfrancis.com



  Robert Goddard


  Hampshire-born Robert Goddard read History at Cambridge, and has been a bestselling writer for more than twenty years.


  His second novel, In Pale Battalions (1988), featured the beautiful Meon Valley in Hampshire as the backdrop to a classic Goddard mystery, set at the time of World War I. Elderly widow Leonora Galloway visits a war memorial in France to pay tribute to her father, who was killed at the Somme. The date given for her father’s death is eleven months before she was born. What appears at first to be a simple case of wartime illegitimacy turns out to have violent repercussions that Leonora could not possibly have expected.


  See also: the West Country


  www.robertgoddardbooks.co.uk



  Dolores Gordon-Smith


  Jack Haldane is the hero of Dolores Gordon-Smith’s excellent series of novels, set in the years immediately after World War I. He was a pilot for the Royal Flying Corps, and is living in 1920s Sussex, trying to make his way as a crime writer.


  In A Fate Worse Than Death (2007), the amiable Jack is drawn into the mystery of a death at a local fête. The body turns out to be that of Jeremy Boscombe, like Jack a former RAF pilot. After a second death Jack teams up with the local police. Soon they realise that the deaths are connected to the Great War, and specifically events surrounding the Battle of the Somme.


  In A Hundred Thousand Dragons (2010), a murder in Sussex and a note left in a book at the London Hotel are instrumental in Haldane facing up to a long-evaded truth about his part in The War.


  www.doloresgordon-smith.co.uk



  C.L. Grace


  This is another pseudonym of the extraordinary Paul Doherty (he uses at least six). Kathryn Swinbrooke is a medical practitioner in fifteenth-century Canterbury. In The Merchant of Death (1995), it is Christmas 1471, and Kathryn is horrified at the news that young painter Richard Blunt has confessed to murdering his wife and two alleged lovers. In addition a crime has taken place at The Wicker Man Inn, where a tax collector has been killed and the King’s money stolen. Kathryn is determined to find out the truth.


  In Saintly Murders (2001), Kathryn is called in to deal with a plague of rats, but finds that the odd events surrounding the corpse of a beatified friar are more interesting. When she discovers that the friar was murdered, she becomes involved in a desperate search for a killer.


  See also: the West Country (Michael Clynes), London (Michael Clynes, Paul Doherty), the South and South East (Paul Doherty)


  www.paulcdoherty.com



  Clio Gray


  Clio Gray was born in Yorkshire and has now settled in the Scottish Highlands, where she works in her local library.


  She has written an atmospheric series of historical crime novels featuring the gentle, middle-aged Missing Persons Finder Whilbert Stroop.


  The Brotherhood of Five (2009) is set on the Isle of Thanet in 1808, as Stroop tries to find the answers behind a series of mysterious deaths. He uncovers a devastating plot that began years before on the battlefields of Europe — but is it too late to stop it?


  See also: the North East, Scotland: Highlands and Islands


  www.cliogray.com



  Graham Greene


  One of the really great writers of the twentieth century, Graham Greene was a sub-editor for The Times before becoming a full-time writer. His writing career lasted more than fifty years, and included both crime thrillers and more serious novels, though they often covered similar subjects.


  Brighton Rock was published in 1938, and it proves that a crime story can be a serious novel too. It centres on the two faces of Brighton in the years before World War II —on the one hand a glitzy, tourist-friendly place full of fun and humour, on the other a dark, violent underworld of mobsters and terror. Throw into this the character of Pinkie, a psychotic teenager desperate to cover up his involvement in a gangland killing, and you have an explosive mix, brilliantly described. It is without doubt a classic.


  www.greeneland.tripod.com



  Peter Guttridge


  From 1998 to 2002 Peter Guttridge was the director of the Brighton Literature Festival, and he has been a crime writer since 1997.


  In 2010 he published the first in a series set in Brighton, City of Dreadful Night. This is a classy thriller in which a present-day journalist tries to discover the truth behind the Brighton Trunk Murder of 1934, by linking up with disgraced ex-cop Bob Watts. The second in the series is The Last King of Brighton (2011) in which gangster John Hathaway is under siege from criminals even more vicious than himself. Brighton is awash with violence, and people are forced to make unpalatable decisions. The clever linking of Brighton’s past with its present is a central feature in all the books.


  www.peterguttridge.com



  Elizabeth Haynes


  Elizabeth Haynes is a police intelligence analyst, and Revenge of the Tide (2012) is the author’s second novel. This is a stylish murder mystery about a young woman, Genevieve, who leaves her stressful job in London to fulfil her dream and live on a houseboat in Kent. Unfortunately the night of her boat-warming party is ruined when a body is washed up alongside, and Genevieve realises that she knows the victim.


  www.elizabeth-haynes.com



  Graham Hurley


  In 1990 Graham Hurley published a thriller, Rules of Engagement, which was turned into a TV series, and more thrillers followed. In the late 1990s he turned his hand to crime fiction, and has not looked back since.


  The first book in his twelve-novel series, Turnstone, was published to critical acclaim in 2000. It introduced the central characters — the introspective, slightly lonely bird-watcher DI Joe Faraday, the silver-tongued, amoral, but effective DC Paul Winter, and the historic naval city of Portsmouth.


  The long-running battle to control or convict Bazza Mackenzie, a drug baron with a wide-ranging criminal empire, is a thread which runs throughout the latter half of the series, and in Cut To Black (2004), Portsmouth CID attempt to trap Mackenzie with a financial sting operation. The original DI in charge of the plan is run down by a gang of Liverpudlian dealers trying to muscle in on Bazza’s patch, and Faraday is called in to replace him. However, Faraday’s personal life is desperately complicated, and in the end personal and professional events conspire to leave him compromised and the plans in tatters.


  All the while Winter ploughs his own course inside and outside the force, bending the law as it suits him and using both colleagues and criminals for his own ends. In The Price of Darkness (2008), Winter goes undercover and joins Mackenzie’s drug empire. Then a property developer is murdered, a drugs raid by another force threatens to unravel Winter’s life of deception and a government minister is assassinated on a visit to the city. As his bosses search for answers, Faraday comes under immense pressure to find the truth, whatever it takes.


  The series eventually comes to a shattering close with Happy Days (2012) in which Portsmouth CID are determined to end Mackenzie’s criminal career at all costs, as he is arrogantly attempting to stand for Parliament. By now Winter has decided once and for all whose side he is on, and the scene is set for a decisive climax.


  See also: the West Country


  www.grahamhurley.co.uk



  Peter James


  Peter James was educated at Charterhouse School, and started writing in the 1980s. In the 1990s he was described as Britain’s answer to Stephen King. A series of brilliant horror novels brought him a considerable readership, but in 2005 he changed tack and turned his hand to crime fiction. His first novel, featuring Brighton detective Roy Grace, Dead Simple (2005) — which incidentally features one of the best car chases ever written — was a huge success. He served two terms as Chair of the CWA and has won awards in a number of countries including France, Germany and the UK.


  All his books are meticulously researched, and his experience as a horror writer and Hollywood producer (he was the executive producer for The Merchant of Venice, starring Al Pacino) ensure that his books are not for the faint-hearted. He has an excellent relationship with the police, and has even been able to accompany them in order to accurately represent their work.


  The Roy Grace series is now one of the highlights of contemporary crime fiction worldwide, and the series has been nominated for many awards across the globe. A new Roy Grace novel is a major highlight of the crime fiction calendar. All the novels feature Brighton settings, often with international links.


  Dead Simple (2005) begins with a stag night prank which ends in disaster. Michael Harrison is reported missing by his fiancée, but Grace soon realises that there is something odd about the whole situation. As he investigates, his discomfort is increased by thoughts about the disappearance of his own wife many years before.


  In Looking Good Dead (2007), Grace finds himself investigating the impossible, as his chief suspect in the murder of Brighton socialite Katie Bishop appears to have been in two places at once. In Not Dead Yet (2012), an obsessed stalker is hunting a rock superstar who is in Brighton for the filming of a movie about George IV and Maria Fitzherbert.


  www.peterjames.com



  Alison Joseph


  In 2013 Alison Joseph (best known for her London-based mysteries featuring Sister Agnes Boudillon) used the Kent coast as the setting for an unusual one-off novel featuring DI Berenice Killick (Dying to Know). The deaths of three physicists working on a top secret project suggest a possible vendetta, but Berenice has to trust her instincts to discover the full truth. However, making her voice heard in the misogynistic world of the local police is easier said than done.


  See also: London


  www.alisonjoseph.com



  Brian Kavanagh


  Brian Kavanagh has worked in the Australian film industry for many years, and his films have won awards in Australia and elsewhere.


  Bloody Ham (2007), the third in the author’s series about lively ex-pat Australian Belinda Lawrence, sees Belinda suspected of murder after a double death on a film set in Ham House in Surrey.


  A Canterbury Crime (2010) finds Belinda querying the death of a retired academic, who was about to publish a book which would rewrite the story of Thomas Becket. Is there more to his death than meets the eye?


  See also: the West Country


  www.belindalawrenceamateursleuth.com



  Deryn Lake


  In 2010 Deryn Lake moved away from her John Rawlings series of historical novels and began a series of contemporary mysteries set in the somewhat eccentric Sussex village of Lakehurst. It features a trendy vicar-cumsleuth (Nick Lawrence) and a hard-pressed inspector from Sussex police (Dominic Tennant).


  In The Mills of God (2010), a killer is on the loose, leaving a note by his victims, calling himself “The Acting Light of the World”. In the follow-up (Dead on Cue, 2012) a body is found after a party thrown by a brash American actor and his wife, who are new to the area and have no idea what is in store for them.


  See also: the West Country, London


  www.derynlake.com



  Edward Marston


  One of this author’s many series features Inspector Robert Colbeck, a railway policeman based at Ashford, Kent in the 1850s.


  His cases take him to many different parts of the country. In The Excursion Train (2005), the investigation of a death on a Great Western train leads Colbeck back to a miscarriage of justice in his home county. In Murder on the Brighton Express (2008), Colbeck investigates when the Brighton Express is derailed with terrible consequences.


  See also: the West Country, London, Wales, the North West


  www.edwardmarston.com



  Andrew Martin


  A qualified barrister, Andrew Martin won the Spectator Young Writer of the Year Award in 1988, and has since written for various broadsheet newspapers, as well as writing and presenting documentaries for the BBC. The ninth book in his Jim Stringer series of railway-based detective novels was published in 2013. Settings vary from York and London to India and wartime France.


  Stringer is a lowly railway porter working at Waterloo Station in Edwardian London when he first appears in The Necropolis Railway (2002). In this evocative and ingenious novel, his duties are restricted to working with the coffin trains that serve the huge, rather strange Brookwood Cemetery in Surrey, and when his predecessor vanishes, he finds himself involved in an extraordinary mystery.


  The Jim Stringer series was nominated for the CWA Dagger in the Library award in 2008.


  See also: the North West, the North East


  www.jimstringernovels.com



  Jennie Melville


  The pseudonym of prolific writer Gwendoline Butler who died in 2013, Jennie Melville wrote more than twenty novels featuring CID Inspector Charmian Daniels, who rises in rank throughout the series and eventually becomes a chief superintendent. Most of the series is set in and around Windsor, and it was one of the first police procedural series to concentrate on the career of a senior policewoman.


  In Windsor Red (1988), Charmian is on sabbatical but cannot stand idly by while limbs and bodies are found all over the town. In Dead Again (2000), a child-murderess returns to Windsor after serving a prison sentence, only for dead bodies to turn up, suggesting that she has returned to her evil ways.


  See also: London (Gwendoline Butler)


  www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/m/jennie-melville



  Gladys Mitchell


  One of the major names from the Golden Age of Crime Fiction, Gladys Mitchell, had a fifty-year writing career and set her books in various different parts of the country.


  Death and the Maiden (1947) is set in and around Winchester in Hampshire, as the renowned Mrs Bradley is drawn into a mystery surrounding the deaths of two young boys.


  www.gladysmitchell.com



  Amy Myers


  Formerly a director of a London publishing firm, Amy Myers has written four different series of crime novels. Three of them feature Kent as a background to some, if not all the stories. August Didier is a master chef and amateur detective in Victorian London who, in Murder Makes an Entree (1992), has to clear his name when a guest drops dead of poisoning during a literary dinner in Broadstairs — in front of the Prince of Wales.


  Jack Colby, Car Detective, is an amateur detective and lover of classic cars. In Classic in the Barn (2011) he is captivated by a 1938 Lagonda V12 which is languishing uncared-for in a Kent barn. When its owner is murdered he has to find out why.


  The third series features wheelchair-bound expoliceman Peter Marsh and his daughter Georgia. In Murder in Hell’s Corner (2006), a group of Battle of Britain veterans meet up in a country hotel in Kent, where many years ago a well-known war hero met an untimely death. In attempting to solve this mystery, Peter and Georgia Marsh stir up old memories, and then a second murder takes place.


  www.amymyers.net



  Malcolm Noble


  Former policeman Malcolm Noble now runs a secondhand bookshop in Leicestershire, but his books are set in his old stamping ground of Portsmouth, and feature a highly unusual sleuth — a local prostitute, known as Timberdick.


  Her real name is Billie Elizabeth Woodcock, and she has now appeared in nine novels since 2004. They cover a period from the 1920s to the 1960s, and feature a host of interesting, unusual characters as well as a well-defined sense of time and place.


  The Case of the Dirty Verger (2007) is set just after World War II, when Timberdick is new to the streets. Life is tough for everyone, and when a body is found under the arches of a railway bridge, the police look to Timberdick for help.


  In The Poisons of Goodladies Road (2012), the residents of Goodladies Road are concerned that the discovery of a body has thrown doubt on an old murder conviction. They ask their local policeman to investigate, but despite his best efforts his enquiries are going nowhere until Timberdick becomes involved.


  The author has also started a second series of quirky village mysteries set in the south of England, featuring PC Pinch and his wife Peggy. In The Body in the Bicycle Shed (2014) it is 1926, and PC Pinch is shocked to discover the victim of a savage murder — in his own bicycle shed...


  www.malcolmnoble.com



  Mark Peterson


  Flesh and Blood (2012) is a debut novel, set in Brighton, by Londoner Mark Peterson. A major anti-drugs operation goes wrong, resulting in the death of an undercover police officer, and a huge drugs shipment hits the streets. The unfortunate DS Minter seems to have joined the team at Kemptown police station at just the wrong time.


  In the second novel, A Place of Blood and Bone (2013), Minter is faced with a dismembered body on a station platform, and a killer who loves inflicting pain.


  www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/p/mark-peterson



  James Raven


  James Raven is a former Managing Director of ITV Granada Sport, and has recently written two crime novels set in the New Forest.


  In Rollover (2012), a journalist ends up on the run from both police and a murderer who has kidnapped his family after a close friend wins the lottery. In Urban Myth (2012), a family holiday in a New Forest cottage becomes a nightmare of epic proportions.


  www.james-raven.com



  Ruth Rendell


  The list of awards won by Ruth Rendell in a career of almost fifty years is enormous. She has won three Edgars in America, and four Gold Daggers in Britain, as well as the title Grand Master from the Mystery Writers of America. She was made a life peer (Baroness Rendell of Babergh) in 1997.


  Since 1964 she has written more than twenty novels featuring Chief Inspector George Wexford, mainly set in and around the fictional Sussex commuter town of Kingsmarkham. Memorably played on television by George Baker, Wexford is a superb character. He is sympathetic, yet he has a temper. He’s obstinate and opinionated, but he retains a sense of humour.


  Wexford’s family feature regularly, and in Road Rage (1997), his wife is held hostage by environmental activists.


  Rendell often tackles difficult subjects, as can be seen by Simisola (1994), which deals with racism in a small town, and Harm Done (1998), in which a paedophile, having done his time, is released back into the community with terrifying consequences.


  By The Vault (2012) Wexford has retired, but the series continues. In No Man’s Nightingale (2013), his old colleague Mike Burden asks for his advice when Wexford’s cleaning lady discovers a body. Wexford is intrigued, but makes an error which affects the murder investigation.


  Psychologically powerful, the novels are intricately plotted and expertly written. That she has never even been long-listed for the Man Booker Prize is nothing short of a travesty.


  See also: London, East Anglia (Barbara Vine)


  www.authors.simonandschuster.com/Ruth-Rendell/62237729
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  Robert Richardson


  A former chair of the CWA, Robert Richardson wrote a number of highly regarded crime novels set in different parts of the country.


  The Hand of Strange Children (1993) was shortlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger. It concerns an appalling crime which has lain uncovered within a Hertfordshire family for many years, but which comes to light with terrible consequences for all concerned. When two bodies are discovered in the house of a merchant banker, details given to the press are scanty. But through the voices of those involved the reader is drawn into a compelling mystery.


  See also: the West Country


  www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/r/robert-richardson



  Imogen Robertson


  Born and bred in the north east, Imogen Robertson read Russian and German at Cambridge before becoming a TV director. Her first novel was published in 2009, and there has been a new one every year since.


  Sussex in the 1780s is the setting for Instruments of Darkness (2009), which introduced Georgian sleuths Harriet Westerman and Gabriel Crowther — an unusual pairing of the inquisitive, headstrong wife of a serving naval Commodore, and a strange, reclusive anatomist. This is an excellent historical mystery from a very fine writer. It centres on Thornleigh Hall, the home of the crippled Earl of Sussex. Harriet finds a dead body nearby, and a man is killed in a London music shop. These two events lead Harriet towards a family secret which has torn one family apart and may damage many others.


  See also: the North West


  www.imogenrobertson.com



  Pauline Rowson


  Pauline Rowson was a respected marketing and training guru before she turned to writing crime fiction. DI Andy Horton has featured in her excellent police procedurals since early 2006. He is a tough uncompromising detective often found either riding a Harley Davidson around Portsmouth, or battling with the elements at sea.


  In Footsteps on the Shore (2012) Andy finds that not only has his beloved Harley been vandalised, but two bodies have been found and a convicted murderer is on the loose in the city. His bosses want results, but the pressure on Andy has only just begun.


  Undercurrent (2013) opens with a body found in Portsmouth’s historic dockyard. It is quickly identified and thought to be a suicide. Then another body is found, and DI Horton is certain that both were murdered. His superiors are unconvinced, and Horton has to take matters into his own hands. Blocked at every stage, he starts to suspect a cover-up at the highest level.


  www.rowmark.co.uk



  Leigh Russell


  Leigh Russell was an English teacher for many years prior to her writing career. She is the author of a series of gripping psychological novels featuring DI Geraldine Steel, a determined resourceful detective with a pleasing touch of humanity.


  In her debut, Cut Short (2009), DI Steel is a newly promoted member of the Kent Murder Squad, and finds herself balancing home problems with the need to find a serial killer who is preying on lone women in local parkland.


  Geraldine’s home problems persist in the second story. In Road Closed (2010), she investigates the death of a man in a gas explosion and another in a hit-and-run. After the third book in the series, Geraldine joins the Metropolitan Police in London, but the author returns to Kent with Cold Sacrifice (2013), which features DS Ian Petersen, who was a part of the Murder Squad in the first three DI Steel books.


  See also: London


  www.leighrussell.co.uk



  C.J. Sansom


  The brilliantly researched Matthew Shardlake mysteries are set against the backdrop of Henry VIII’s England, and are full of so
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  Ten Recommended Reads


  
    	The Dead of Winter by Rennie Airth (2009)



    	Vengeance in Mind by N.J. Cooper (2012)



    	The Hog’s Back Mystery by Freeman Wills Crofts (1933)



    	City of Dreadful Night by Peter Guttridge (2010)



    	Cut to Black by Graham Hurley (2004)



    	Dead Simple by Peter James (2005)



    	Murder in Hell’s Corner by Amy Myers (2006)



    	Harm Done by Ruth Rendell (1999)



    	Heartstone by C.J. Sansom (2010)



    	The Blighted Cliffs by Edwin Thomas (2003)
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