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Prologue
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A long time ago, in a land filled with towering mountains, flowing rivers, and ancient temples, there lived a boy named Kong Qiu. You might know him better as Confucius. He wasn’t a superhero, a king, or a mighty warrior—but he changed the world with something even more powerful: his ideas.

Confucius believed in treating people with kindness, respecting your parents and teachers, and always trying to do what’s right—even when it’s hard. He didn’t build great walls or lead armies, but his wisdom helped shape China for thousands of years and still inspires people all over the world today.

In this book, you’ll journey back to ancient China to discover the amazing life of Confucius. You’ll learn about his childhood dreams, the challenges he faced, and the lessons he shared with students who would carry his message far and wide.

Get ready to explore the world of a true thinker, a wise teacher, and a man whose words still matter—more than 2,500 years later!
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Chapter 1: A Boy Named Kong
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Long ago in ancient China, over 2,500 years ago, a baby boy was born in a small city called Qufu, in the land of Lu. His real name wasn’t Confucius back then. In fact, he was named Kong Qiu. “Kong” was his family name, and “Qiu” was his given name. Because of this, many people in China simply called him Kong. He would later become one of the most important teachers in history, but when he was just a little boy, nobody could have guessed how famous he would become. His childhood was not easy, but it helped shape him into the wise man he became.

Kong was born in the year 551 BCE, during a time when China was not one big country but a group of small states that were often at war with one another. Life could be very hard for people back then, especially if they were poor or didn’t have powerful families. Kong’s father was a brave soldier and a respected man in the community. He was already quite old when Kong was born. Sadly, Kong’s father died when he was still very young—just three years old. After that, Kong was raised by his mother, who worked hard to make sure he grew up with strong values and a kind heart.

Even though his family was not rich, his mother taught him to be curious and to never stop learning. She showed him how to read, write, and think carefully about the world around him. Kong loved to ask questions. He wanted to know why people behaved the way they did, what made someone good or bad, and how people could live together in peace. He was not the kind of child who liked to fight or play tricks. Instead, he would listen carefully to stories from the past and try to understand the lessons in them.

Kong didn’t have fancy toys or big celebrations, but he had something even more special—a big imagination and a heart full of wonder. He would often sit quietly and watch how people treated each other. He noticed when people were kind or when they told lies. He saw how leaders sometimes made unfair rules or forgot to care for their people. These things stayed in his mind, and he started to think about how he could help make the world better.

Because his family was poor, Kong had to work from a young age. He did all kinds of jobs to help his mother. He worked as a clerk, helped in the fields, and even looked after animals. But no matter how busy he was, he always made time to study. He believed that learning was the most powerful tool anyone could have. He didn’t let his situation stop him. In fact, he believed that even if you’re poor, you can become wise and strong if you work hard and never give up.

Kong looked up to the ancient kings and wise men from China’s past. He read their stories and studied their teachings. He believed that long ago, rulers were kind and fair, and he wanted to bring those good ways back. He thought people should treat each other with respect, and that leaders should care more about doing what is right than becoming rich or powerful. Even as a boy, Kong dreamed of a better world where everyone knew their role, where families were strong, and where learning was respected.

As Kong grew older, people around him began to notice how thoughtful and wise he was, even though he was still very young. He could speak clearly, explain ideas simply, and listen with great care. He didn’t brag or show off—he wanted to help others understand, too. His friends and neighbors began to come to him for advice. Even adults were impressed by how much he knew and how kind he was. He was becoming not just a smart boy, but someone others could look up to.

Although the boy named Kong faced many challenges, he didn’t let those troubles break his spirit. Instead, he turned them into lessons. He learned the importance of kindness, respect, and hard work. He began to understand that a good life wasn’t about having riches or power—it was about having good character and helping others. He believed that every person had a role to play in making the world a better place, no matter how small they were or where they came from.

That’s how the boy named Kong began his journey—through curiosity, hard work, and a big heart. He didn’t have a crown or a castle. He didn’t have gold or fine clothes. But he had something even more powerful: the desire to learn, to grow, and to teach others how to live with wisdom and respect. One day, this quiet boy from Qufu would grow into Confucius, the great teacher whose ideas would guide people for thousands of years. But for now, he was just Kong—a boy with big questions and an even bigger dream.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Chapter 2: Life in Ancient China
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Imagine living in a world without cars, electricity, computers, or even paper money. That’s what life was like in ancient China during the time of Confucius, over 2,500 years ago. It was a very different time, full of traditions, hard work, and a deep connection to family and nature. The people of ancient China lived in small villages, towns, or cities, and their lives were shaped by the land, the seasons, and the rules of their society. Everything people did—what they wore, what they ate, how they worked, and how they behaved—was connected to the values and customs of their time.

Most people in ancient China were farmers. They worked long hours in the fields, growing rice, wheat, millet, and vegetables. Their tools were simple, made of wood and metal, and they often used animals like oxen to help plow the soil. Farmers had to work very hard, especially during planting and harvesting seasons. If there was too much rain or not enough, the crops could be ruined, and people would go hungry. Even though their lives were difficult, farmers played a very important role in society because they provided food for everyone.

Families lived in houses made of mud, clay, or wood. These homes usually had one or two rooms and were built around a small courtyard. People cooked over fires and used clay pots for boiling water or making soup. In the winter, they stayed warm by burning wood or straw. In the summer, they opened windows or doors to let in cool air. They didn’t have beds like we do today—many slept on mats or wooden platforms. Life was simple, but people were creative and learned to make the most of what they had.

In ancient China, family was everything. People believed that the family was the most important part of a person’s life. Children were taught to respect their parents, grandparents, and ancestors. Obeying one’s elders was not just expected—it was a sacred duty. Families stayed close together, and even when children grew up and got married, they often stayed in the same household. Grandparents, parents, and children would all live under one roof, helping each other and sharing daily tasks. The oldest male in the family was usually the head of the household and made all the important decisions.

Boys and girls had different roles. Boys were taught skills like reading, writing, farming, or working in trades. If their family had enough money, they might go to school or study with a private teacher. Education was highly valued by those who could afford it. Girls, on the other hand, stayed home to learn how to take care of the house. They learned cooking, sewing, and how to be good daughters, wives, and mothers. Most girls didn’t go to school, but they played a huge part in keeping the family strong and cared for.

People wore clothes made of linen, hemp, or silk, depending on how rich or
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