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FORWARDS

A player with the magical ability to score goals 

at a World Cup is priceless. It looks like such a 

simple thing to do, but hitting the back of the net 

on the biggest stage is a skill only the very best 

have. This section reveals the men and women with 

amazing scoring records, achievements, awards 

and stats at the World Cup.









France’s Kylian Mbappé 

is the only player to 

net a hat-trick in a 

men’s World Cup final.









8

LIONEL 

MESSI

forwards

L

ionel Messi has a stellar World Cup legacy. A scorer in his first 

World Cup game as a teenager, runner-up in 2014 and winner in 

2022, Messi also has two Golden Ball trophies as the tournament’s 

best player. He is the only person to score at the competition in his 

teens, 20s and 30s, and has starred in five World Cups.

Messi came so close at the 2014 World Cup, losing the final in 

extra-time to Germany, but he was unstoppable at the 2022 edition. 

As captain he guided Argentina to the trophy, scoring seven times, 

including a double in the final as they beat France on penalties. Lifting 

the trophy was Messi’s most magical moment!   

TOP SKILLS

 Epic attacking vision

 

Lethal left foot

 

Silky dribbling

LIONEL MESSI

ARGENTINA

10

BORN: 24 June 1987

WORLD CUPS: 2006, 2010, 2014 

(runner-up), 2018, 2022 (winner)

WORLD CUP GAMES:    26

WORLD CUP GOALS:   13

WORLD CUP MATCH WINS:  19*

INTERNATIONAL GAMES:   194

INTERNATIONAL GOALS:   114

*Includes shootout wins
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LEGENDS UNITEd

The 1986 and 1990 World Cup star Diego Maradona was 

Argentina’s head coach at the 2010 tournament. Maradona’s 

influence helped the young Messi express himself on the pitch.

As well as the 2022 final there have been so many standout games 

for the attacking star. His smart assist, penalty goal and cool 

conversion in the shootout win over the Netherlands in the 

quarter-final that year showed what a leader Messi is on the 

biggest stage.

STAR TURN

Messi’s appearance in the 2022 

final marked a record 26th World 

Cup game, taking him past the 

previous best set by Germany’s 

Lothar Matthäus.
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PELÉ

W

ith a record three World Cup trophies and dazzling 

displays across four competitions, Pelé is an icon 

of the game. From his first World Cup game as a 

17 year old in 1958 to his last at the 1970 final, the 

striker tormented opposition teams and helped to 

define Brazil’s golden era in world football.

The teenager stunned the world in 1958, scoring 

six goals – including two against Sweden in the 

final – and guiding Brazil to their first World Cup trophy. 

Injury restricted Pelé to just two games in 1962, but he 

was still a World Cup winner. 

STAR TURN

The striker netted four goals and six 

assists at the 1970 World Cup. No 

other player can match that assist 

number at a single World Cup.

TOP SKILLS

 Shooting accuracy

 

Powerful heading

 

Clever team player

PELÉ

BRAZIL

10

BORN: 23 October 1940

WORLD CUPS: 1958 (winner), 1962 

(winner), 1966, 1970 (winner) 

WORLD CUP GAMES:    14

WORLD CUP GOALS:   12

WORLD CUP MATCH WINS:  13

INTERNATIONAL GAMES:   92

INTERNATIONAL GOALS:   77

forwards
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