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The Sower, the Sower

He carries his bowl

It’s filled with seeds

He heads to his farm

And casts them all there

Then he heads back home

‘The Sower, the Sower

What happened to your bowl?

Filled with seeds yesterday

Why empty today?

Why plant those seeds

When they could be eaten?’

‘The bowl is discarded

For the harvest is here

The seeds are now trees

And the fruits have increased

To give bread to the eater

And more seeds to the Sower
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The background
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JESUS TAUGHT THE people the secrets of the kingdom using many parables. Embedded in those parables are unimaginable magnitude of  uncommon wealth. Most of the time, when He reclined, His disciples would approach Him, demanding for the explanation of the deep supernatural wisdom which is hidden from the wise of this world.

At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth [I openly and joyfully acknowledge Your great wisdom], that You have hidden these things [these spiritual truths] from the wise and intelligent and revealed them to infants [to new believers, to those seeking God’s will and purpose] (Matt 11:25- AMP).

In this book, we will be unveiling the tremendous riches hidden in the parable of the Mustard seed. Bible passage – Matthew 13:31-32.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS...

JUST LIKE A MUSTARD SEED
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good environment matters
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I

N HIS WELL-ARTICULATED and persuasive homilies, Jesus gave many different parables in a bid to illustrate the complex, yet attainable nature of the kingdom of heaven:

Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, 32which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” (Matt 13:31-32).

Like a grain, a mere, a tiny insignificant grain of mustard, that’s what Jesus likens the kingdom of heaven to. The kingdom of heaven, like a mustard seed, flourishes when properly nurtured. Environmental factors play a great role in the wellbeing of any seed. They may be highly malnourished, and at worse, die off, if the weather condition is not conducive for them. Thus, the mustard seed which Jesus talked about, though little in nature, was given a rich and stimulating environment by a certain man, and it transformed to a tree. The conducive atmosphere given to it made the roots strong enough to penetrate deep into the soil, and the stem solid enough to bear the branches. And because the root, the stem, and the branches were in good condition, they were in a better shape to support the nests of the birds of the air. It was a complete cycle: the rich environment reproduced a healthy mustard tree, a healthy mustard tree enabled a fine state for the birds of the air to build their nests.

Let’s also look at this way – what if the mustard seed wasn’t exposed to the enabling environment it had? What if there was no firm root to carry the stem? Imagine there was no sturdy stem the branches could weigh on. The birds of the air would have been denied one more location for their nests. But that’s not the end of the tale of woe, neither the gravest. The life cycle of that mustard seed would have also come to an abrupt end. Why? Because it is only a seed that is planted that can reproduce an offspring. Unplanted seed is a threat to the reproduction and propagation of its kind. So a good environment enabled a good tree which provided shelter for other creatures, and seeds for the prolongation of its specie. 

Jesus says that this whole cycle describes the kingdom of heaven. Come with me as we explore the riches embedded in this parable!
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How Does It Start?
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H

OW DOES A gigantic project start? Those breathtaking and magnificent edifice you see, those outstanding structures, those colossal missions, the overwhelming presentations, and brilliant state-of-the-art facilities we have around, how did they begin? They start like a grain, just like a simple grain that may die off if not properly nurtured. It’s just like a drop of water that may dry up if and when not properly channeled and gathered. Like a gentle nudge, a jerk, a harmless thought that may fizzle out and disappear when not listened to. Like a sheer idea that may be compromised when not acted upon. Just like a little hunger and little restlessness here and there that may be snuffed out when left unattended to for long. It’s similar to a passion for something that may go away if not rekindled. That’s how each and every one project normally starts. They come first as a thought in a man’s heart, just a simple idea which he may choose to nurture, incubate, then it hatches into a reality. And when we see the manifestation, we respond in amazement. Don’t forget, what we see in the big manifestation is only the end product, that’s not where the journey began. It started far back in the mind as a grain! 

The same man may also choose to ignore that gentle nudge, and that will be the end of it, and no one will get to know about it, since there would be nothing to show for it. 

The kingdom of heaven is a commitment

In the parable of the mustard seed, Jesus summarised the mystery of the kingdom of heaven as a commitment, a duty, a responsibility. When you faithfully commit to what is handed over to you, you are working for God’s kingdom. When you dutifully live up to your expectations as a parent or as a child, a leader or a subordinate, a teacher or a student, or whatever position you occupy, you are contributing to God’s kingdom. The kingdom of God is discovered when a man takes adequate responsibility of his commitments irrespective of the size or nature. The mustard seed here is the call of God upon your life. It is your gift, your talent. It’s all those your ideas, your visions, dreams and aspirations. They normally come as little as grains. They seldom come in great size because nature doesn’t allow them. Offspring don’t usually come fully developed. Hence they normally appear small at the beginning. They need to be conceived first in an enabling environment if they must see greatness. 

Chapter 3
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