


1 Grafton Ramble


This is a hilly ride through Vermont’s history. Begin at the Grafton historic restoration and pedal to Athens—or what remains of Athens. It’s all back roads and great scenery.




	Start: Parking area next to the Information Building and adjacent to the Windham Foundation Building, in Grafton.

	Length: 17.5 miles.

	Terrain: Hilly.

	Traffic and hazards: Traffic will be light. There is a short section (1 mile) of unpaved road that shouldn’t be a problem for road bikes.



Getting there: From the Brattleboro area, take Interstate 91 north to exit 5. Get on Vermont Highway 5 North and proceed about 2 miles to the junction with Vermont Highway 121. Turn left off VT 5 onto VT 121 West. Continue on VT 121 about 12 miles to Grafton. In the center of Grafton, turn left off Main Street (VT 121) onto Townshend Road. Proceed 0.2 mile south on Townshend Road to the Information Building and municipal parking area on the left.

Grafton, our starting point, is a village that requires a little explanation. Grafton is perhaps best described as a miniature Williamsburg: Vermont’s version of an historic restoration. In the early part of the nineteenth century, Grafton was a thriving town with a population of almost 1,500 people and about 10,000 sheep. By the mid-nineteenth century the Vermont wool industry began suffering from strong competition. Many Vermonters moved westward, and Grafton, like other Vermont towns, began a general decline. By the 1940s Grafton’s population was a mere 393 people, and most of its buildings had deteriorated badly. In 1963 rescue arrived in the form of the Windham Foundation, a philanthropic organization whose first purpose is “to restore buildings and economic vitality in the village of Grafton.” Today the Wind-ham Foundation owns about half the buildings and a number of the businesses in town, including the renowned Old Tavern and the Grafton Village Cheese Company. The restorations are beautiful, and you’ll note that Grafton attracts plenty of visitors. The Information Building and the adjacent Windham Foundation Center Building are both worth a stop.

It’s downhill for the first 4 miles. VT 121 follows Saxton’s River closely, paralleling its every twist and turn. Roads like this remind you that today’s New England highways are built along what once were footpaths through the wilderness. Over the centuries they’ve been widened and the surfaces greatly improved, but we’re still following that original route, which stuck close to the river.

After the turn onto Vermont Highway 35, it’s a gentle uphill for a little over a mile. After the fork at 5.5 miles, prepare for a climb. For the next few miles you’ll be pedaling through an area that once was much more populated than it is today. You’ll pass overgrown pastures, remnants of foundations, and stone walls in what are now mature forests. Notice the handsome brick meeting house on the right at 6.5 miles. It was built in 1817, when Athens was thriving and sheep raising was big business. The ascent is a little over 2 miles, including a mix of steeper and quite gradual sections. The short dirt stretch shouldn’t be a problem, but it may provide an opportunity to stretch your legs and walk a bit. You’re at the top of the climb at about 8 miles. Then it’s a long downhill.
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Taking a break at the Grafton General Store



Watch carefully for the right turn at 11.0 miles. You could be descending pretty fast at this point, and the turn is immediately after a bend. You’ll be turning onto Townshend Road, but it’s unmarked here. (Note that it’s the first paved right after the fork at 5.5 miles.) Then it’s a serious uphill again for a little over a mile. The climb levels off gradually, then you begin the long gradual descent back to Grafton.

Townshend Road is a wonderful biking road. It’s hard to beat 5 miles of gradual descent along a sparsely traveled road with terrific scenery. Once again, the road follows the river very closely. This stream is the South Branch of Saxton’s River. It’s everything a mountain stream should be: a torrent in the spring, a great place to cool off in summer, an invitation to photograph its collection of colors in the fall.

Plan to stop at the Grafton Village Cheese Company on the right at 17.1 miles. They have a viewing window on the processing areas, and, after more than 17 miles, the free samples are a treat. The parking area in Grafton is less than half a mile away, so buying a brick of cheese to carry home won’t be a hardship.
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Miles and Directions


	0.0 Turn right (north) out of the Grafton Information Building parking area onto Townshend Road, heading toward Grafton’s Main Street.

	0.2 Junction with Main Street. Turn right (east) onto Main Street (VT 121).

	0.3 Cross bridge, pass junction with VT 35 north to left. Continue east on VT 121.

	4.2 Turn right off VT 121 and go south on VT 35.

	5.5 Road forks. Bear right, continuing on VT 35, and following signs for Townshend. Begin climb.

	6.1 Road surface turns to dirt.

	6.5 Athens Brick Meeting House on right.

	7.1 Road surface returns to asphalt.

	7.7 Athens Pond to the right.

	8.2 Approximate top of the watershed. Begin descent.

	11.0 Turn right (north) off VT 35 onto Townshend Road. Begin ascent.

	12.3 Begin gradual descent to Grafton.

	17.1 Grafton Village Cheese Company is on right.

	17.5 Arrive back at the parking area.




Local Information

Historic Grafton Information Center, 56 Town-shend Road, Grafton, VT; (802) 843-2255; www.sover.net/~Grafton.




Local Events/Attractions

Grafton Village Cheese Company, 533 Town-shend Road, Grafton, VT; (800) 472-3866 or (802) 843-2210; www.graftonvillagecheese.com. Watch cheese-making, try samples, buy cheese to take home.




Food

Grafton Grocery Market, 162 Main Street, Grafton, VT; (802) 843-1196.

Daniels House Gift Shop & Café, 56 Town-shend Road, Grafton, VT; (802) 843-2255. Located behind the Old Tavern.




Accommodations

The Old Tavern, 92 Main Street, Grafton, VT; (800) 843-1801; www.old-tavern.com. Elegant lodging and dining.

Happy Trails Motel, 321 Route 103, Ludlow, VT; (802) 228-8888 or (800) 228-9984; www.happytrails.com. Located about 0.5 mile east of Ludlow, which is a tourist destination about 20 miles north of Grafton and home of Okemo Mountain Ski Resort. Ludlow offers the widest selection of lodging in the area.

Best Western Colonial Motel, 93 Main Street, Ludlow, VT; (802) 228-8188; www.bestwestern.com.




Bike Shops

West Hill Shop, 49 Brickyard Lane, Putney, VT; (802) 387-5718 or (866) 663-0443; www.westhillshop.com. Active center for biking and cross-country skiing.

Mountain Cycology, 5 Lamere Avenue, Ludlow, VT; (802) 228-2722.




Map

DeLorme: Vermont Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 26.











2 Taconic Valleys Classic


At 96.3 miles, it’s not exactly a century—but mighty close. This is a good choice for serious cyclists who want a single-day century ride where terrain isn’t too difficult. For those who prefer a more leisurely pace, this is a lovely two-day ride with an overnight in the Arlington area and possibilities for a delightful variety of stops. Riders determined to do a century will have to take a final victory lap around Poultney to make up the remaining 3.7 miles, or take a short side-trip along the way.




	Start: Corner of College and Main Streets in Poultney, at the entrance to Green Mountain College.

	Length: 96.3 miles.

	Terrain: Gently rolling; a few significant climbs, but the route sticks primarily to the valleys of the Taconics.

	Traffic and hazards: Avoiding traffic was a major factor in the design of this ride. In order to link the beautiful series of back roads that are used, however, a few connectors on more heavily traveled roads were necessary. Be especially careful on the very short sections of Vermont Highway 7A (0.1 mile in Arlington) and of New York Highway 22 (0.9 mile in Salem). The section of Vermont Highway 30 by Lake St. Catherine is narrow and winding, and can be quite busy during summer.



Getting there: From Rutland, proceed west on U.S. Highway 4 to exit 4. Turn left off the exit ramp and follow VT 30 south about 7 miles to the traffic light in Poultney. Turn right at the traffic light onto Main Street, heading west. Proceed about 0.3 mile to the end of Main Street and the entrance to Green Mountain College. For overnight parking, stop in the Administration Building at the college. They’re happy to have cyclists leave a car overnight, but they’d like to know you’re there. For a single-day ride, park anywhere along Main Street in Poultney.

The Taconic Mountains form the western boundary of Vermont from the Massachusetts border to Lake Champlain. They provide a stunning background for much of this ride. In Arlington the route follows the Battenkill River through a deep cut in the Taconics and makes a loop into New York State.

From Poultney, head east to East Poultney and on to Middletown Springs. Riders taking a leisurely approach might want to stop at Mineral Springs Park, to the left after the turn onto Vermont Highway 133. VT 133 from Middletown Springs south to Pawlet is one of the finest biking roads in the state. Traffic is sparse, hills are gently rolling, and views of the Taconics are superb. Working farms alternate with beautifully restored colonial homes.

Everyone—even the most serious century riders—should plan to stop in Pawlet. Those on the leisurely schedule may decide to visit the craft shops in Pawlet. Everybody should stop in Mach’s General Store. If you’ve ever wondered about the “general” in “general store,” Mach’s will illustrate. From hardware to deli sandwiches, they’ve got it. Don’t leave without seeing the river through the hole in the floor (head through the hardware and toward the coolers at the rear).

From Pawlet, take VT 30 south. This is the valley of the Mettawee River, and those are the Taconics to either side. VT 30 here is flat and straight, with at least a small shoulder. The scenery is quintessential Vermont, but keep an eye on the road as VT 30 carries more traffic than you’ve seen so far on the ride.

At 26.3 miles, turn right off VT 30 onto Vermont Highway 315 West, then make an immediate left onto Dorset West Road. Dorset West Road parallels VT 30 but is much quieter. Traffic is light as you pedal through upscale residential areas of Dorset. At about 28 miles, notice the golf course on your left. That’s the Dorset Field Club. Built in 1886 it’s a contender for the title of oldest golf course in the United States.

At 31.2 miles the route returns to VT 30, but only for a half mile. Then turn right onto another West Road. Again it parallels VT 30, now taking you past some of Manchester’s estates. The tallest of the mountains to the right is Mount Equinox (3,840 feet). Notice the swaths created by avalanches and rock slides. After a long gradual downhill, West Road ends at a junction with VT 7A. This is Manchester Village, and that’s the Equinox Hotel to the right. During the nineteenth century, the Equinox was a vacation destination for a variety of notables, including the Lincoln family. Today the hotel is regularly included in directories of exclusive hotels and spas. Equinox Village Shops, on the corner of Union and VT 7A, is a mini mall of craft shops, with a restroom.

Manchester Village is the old town. The commercial center is Manchester Center, about 1.5 miles to the north. A side-trip into Manchester Center is possible but not advised. VT 7A here is dangerous. If riders are intent on a detour into Manchester Center, the best plan is to use the sidewalk that stretches the whole way. (Yield to pedestrians.)

Union Street takes you downhill a little farther, to the bottom of the valley created by the Battenkill River. The Chiselville Covered Bridge, at 44.5 miles, spans Roaring Branch, a tributary of the Battenkill. A sign on the bridge warns of a ONE DOLLAR FINE FOR DRIVING FASTER THAN A WALK ON THIS BRIDGE. Clearly, there are local drivers willing to risk that dollar. It’s one lane, so stop, take a photo, then be sure the coast is clear before pedaling through.

The stop sign at 46.4 miles signals the junction with VT 7A. The Arlington area has several motels, inns, B&Bs, and restaurants, in a variety of price ranges. It’s a good halfway point for riders who are doing the route as a two-day trip. For those just rolling through, the Stewart’s convenience store on the right, immediately after the turn onto VT 7A North, has the usual snacks and restroom. If using one of the motels or restaurants along VT 7A, exercise extreme caution getting there and back. VT 7A carries a lot of traffic, so stay right and be visible.

The route turns off VT 7A almost immediately and follows the Battenkill as it cuts through the Taconics toward New York. This is a particularly beautiful section of the trip. The valley is very narrow, so Vermont Highway 313 is close to the river. There are several fishing/swimming pull-offs, an official beach at the Arlington Covered Bridge, and a large picnic area just after the Vermont/New York border. The
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Battenkill is a renowned trout fishing stream and is also a popular canoe and tubing river. So it can be busy from dawn to dusk in spring and summer. VT 313 has some traffic, and shoulders are not substantial until you reach the New York border. Those taking a more leisurely trip may want to make a left off VT 313 at 47.2 miles onto River Road. River Road parallels VT 313, on the south side of the river. It’s about the same mileage, but is a dirt road. It has almost no traffic and the same great scenery. Its surface is hard-packed dirt that’s suitable for skinny tires as long as riders are willing to slow the pace. River Road rejoins VT 313 at 52.7 miles.

As you cross the border into New York, VT 313 becomes New York Highway 313 and improves, as shoulders now become the size of another lane. Hooray for New York State taxpayers.

New York Highway 61 is a rolling, meandering road that takes you into Shushan, New York. If you’re ready for a break, continue straight instead of making the right turn onto New York Highway 64 in Shushan. Yushak’s Meat, Groceries, Deli is on the left. Continue a very short distance and turn left onto Adams Lane, following signs for Georgi Museum and Park. The park has a picnic area along the Battenkill, which has gotten a lot bigger since you saw it last.

Get fluids in Shushan, as the uphill out of Shushan on NY 64 may be a little daunting—especially if you’re doing the ride in one day. NY 64 is another magnificent biking road: sparse traffic, beautiful farms, more views of the Taconics. At about 62.0 miles, begin a wild downhill to Salem, New York. Use your brakes, then exercise extreme caution as you turn right onto NY 22. The turn onto NY 22 is at the outskirts of the town of Salem. The speed limit is 30 here, but don’t assume drivers know that. NY 22 is a major road with heavy traffic and not much shoulder. The good news is that you’ll turn off NY 22 in less than a mile.

Salem is the largest town you’ll pass through on the trip. There’s the ever handy Stewart’s on the corner, opposite the turn onto New York Highway 153. Next door to Stewart’s is Steininger’s, a café renowned for its chocolates, coffee, desserts, and lunches. Their Raspberries Linderhoff (puff pastry, ice cream, hot fudge, and raspberries) is sinfully delicious and will definitely supply enough calories for the return to Poultney.

NY 153 represents another terrific 15 miles of biking. It parallels an abandoned railroad line, a sure sign that this is the flattest, most direct route from Salem, New York, to West Pawlet, Vermont. The good news for bikers is that although this may have been an important route in the nineteenth century, not many people seem interested in traveling between those two places today. Be sure to bear left with NY 153 in Rupert. (Continuing straight would take you over Rupert Mountain. If you’re tempted to do this, find a topo map and take a careful look at the contour lines!)

West Pawlet, where five roads come together, is a little confusing. Be sure to bear right (east) onto Vermont Highway 153, following signs for Wells. Leaving West Pawlet, you’ll pass through old slag heaps and active slate quarries. Slate is still an important industry in this part of the Taconics. Notice the Welsh family names, perhaps on mailboxes. Many residents are descendants of Welshmen who came to the area in the late nineteenth century to work in the quarries.

The route makes a right off VT 153 onto River Road, at 81.7 miles. Indian Hill Gallery (on the right at 82.7 miles) is a photo gallery and workshop. It’s the kind of gallery you’d be pleased to find in Boston or Paris. But here it is, in a field by the Mettawee River, open on weekends and ready to welcome cyclists.

The Wells Country Store is a friendly stop, with ice cream, deli, restroom, and picnic area. The route from Wells north to Poultney is on VT 30, along the east shore of Lake St. Catherine. Be careful next to the lake, where the road is narrow and where, in summer, there will be more traffic. A swim at Lake St. Catherine State Park might be a pleasant way to end the trip.


Miles and Directions


	0.0 Intersection of College and Main Streets (entrance to Green Mountain College) in Poultney. Proceed east on Poultney’s Main Street.

	0.3 Traffic light at intersection of Main Street (also Vermont Highway 140) and VT 30. Continue straight on VT 140 East.

	1.9 East Poultney. East Poultney General Store is on right. Continue straight on VT 140 East.

	8.6 Middletown Springs. Stop sign at intersection of VT 140 and VT 133 South. Turn right onto VT 133 South.

	18.7 VT 133 makes sharp right. (Danby Mountain Road to left.) Bear right (west), following signs for Pawlet.

	20.1 Stop sign at junction with VT 30 in Pawlet. Turn left onto VT 30 South. Mach’s General Store is across the intersection.

	26.3 Turn right off VT 30 onto VT 315 West, then make an immediate left onto Dorset West Road, heading south.

	31.2 Junction with VT 30. Turn right onto VT 30 South.

	31.6 Hasgas General Store on right.

	31.7 Turn right off VT 30 onto West Road, heading south.

	35.1 Stop sign. Turn right onto VT 7A South, then make an immediate left onto Union Street, heading east.

	36.2 Stop sign. Union Street ends. Turn right onto Richville Road (unmarked here), heading south.

	39.1 Stop sign at junction with River Road. Turn left onto River Road, heading south.

	41.8 Hill Farm Road to right. Continue straight on Sunderland Hill Road.

	44.5 Chiselville Covered Bridge. One lane. Exercise caution.

	45.4 Chippenhook General Store on left.

	46.4 Junction with VT 7A. Turn right onto VT 7A North. Stewart’s convenience store on right.

	46.5 Turn left off VT 7A onto VT 313 West.

	47.2 River Road to left. Option: Turn left onto River Road to take dirt road route on south side of the Battenkill River.

	50.9 Arlington Covered Bridge, park, swimming, and picnic area on left.

	52.7 River Road (to left) rejoins VT 313. Continue west on VT 313.

	53.2 Cross border into New York State. Shoulders widen.

	54.1 Battenkill Public Access on left. Canoe launch and picnic area.

	55.4 Turn right off NY 313 onto NY 61, following signs for Shushan.

	55.8 Stop sign. Turn left, continuing on NY 61 North.

	58.1 Town of Shushan. Yushak’s Grocery is ahead on left. Turn right off NY 61 onto NY 64 North.

	62.0 Begin steep downhill.

	63.4 Stop sign at junction with NY 22. Turn right onto NY 22 North.

	64.3 Traffic light in Salem. Stewart’s convenience store on corner, Steininger’s Café next to Stewart’s. Turn right off NY 22 onto NY 153 North (also called East Broadway here.)

	69.8 Cross border into Vermont.

	71.0 West Rupert. Sherman’s store on left. Continue straight on VT 153 North.

	72.8 VT 153 makes a sharp left. Continue on VT 153 North, following signs for Pawlet.

	79.8 West Pawlet. Five-road intersection. Take the second right, continuing on VT 153 North. Dutchie’s Store is across the intersection.

	81.7 Turn right off VT 153 onto River Road, heading east.

	82.7 Indian Hill Gallery is on the right.

	83.3 Stop sign at junction with VT 30. Turn left onto VT 30 North.

	84.0 Turn right off VT 30 onto North Pawlet Road, heading north.

	86.3 Stop sign at junction with VT 30 in Wells. Wells Country Store on right. Turn right onto VT 30 North.

	91.2 Lake St. Catherine State Park on left. Swimming and picnic areas.

	93.0 Bear right off VT 30 onto Thrall Road, still heading north and following signs for East Poultney.

	94.5 East Poultney. Junction with VT 140. East Poultney General Store on right. Turn left onto VT 140 West, heading back to Poultney.

	96.0 Traffic light in Poultney. Continue straight on Main Street.

	96.3 Return to intersection of Main and College Streets (entrance to Green Mountain College).




Local Information

Poultney Area Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 151, Poultney, VT 05764; (802) 287-2010; www.poultneyvt.com.

Manchester and the Mountains Chamber of Commerce, 5046 Main Street, Suite 1, Manchester Center, VT; (802) 362-2100 or (800) 362-4144; www.manchestervermont.net.




Local Events/Attractions

Indian Hill Gallery of Fine Photography, 671 River Road, Wells, VT; (802) 325-2274.

Equinox Resort and Spa, 3567 Main Street, Manchester, VT; (802) 362-4700; http://equinox.rockresorts.com.

Hildene (The Lincoln Family Home), c/o Friends of Hildene, P.O. Box 377, Manchester, VT 05254; (802) 362-1788.

Vermont Lakes Region Cycling Weekend, (802) 287-9190; www.cyclingvermont.org.

Annual event sponsored by the Poultney Rotary Club. Mid-July.




Food

Perry’s Main Street Eatery, 16 Main Street, Poultney, VT; (802) 287-5188. Large portions of homemade favorites.

Tot’s Diner, 84 Main Street, Poultney, VT; (802) 287-2213. Breakfast and lunch. A local favorite.

Mach’s General Store, 18 School Street, Pawlet, VT; (802) 325-3405.

Hasgas General Store, 69 VT 30, Dorset, VT; (802) 362-4250.

Chippenhook General Store, 13 Old Mill Road, East Arlington, VT; (802) 375-8389.

Yushak’s Supermarket, 3 Main Street #A, Shushan, NY 12873; (518) 854-7519.

Steininger’s Restaurant and Chocolate Shop, 191 South Main Street, Salem, NY 12865; (518) 854-3830; www.steiningers.com.

Dutchie’s Grocer, 1 Railroad Street, West Pawlet, VT; (802) 645-0069.

Stewart’s Shops in Poultney and Arlington, VT and in Salem, NY. Stewart’s are the favorite full-service convenience stores of locals in southwestern Vermont and neighboring New York. Stewart’s has good coffee and the usual staples. Many people consider Stewart’s ice cream the equal of pricier premium brands.

Wells Country Store, 150 Main Street (VT 30), Wells, VT; (802) 645-0332.




Accommodations

Cutleaf Maples Motel, 3420 VT 7A, Arlington, VT; (802) 375-2725.

Country Willows B&B, 332 East Arlington Road, Arlington, VT; (802) 375-0019 or (800) 796-2585; www.countrywillows.com. An elegant country inn on the route.

Birdhouse Inn B&B, 1430 East Main Street, P.O. Box 646, East Poultney, VT 05741; (802) 287-2405; www.birdhouseinnvt.com.

Holly Hill Inn, 82 East Main Street, Poultney, VT; (802) 287-5250; www.thehollyhillinn.com. Lake St. Catherine State Park Campground, 3034 VT 30 S, Poultney, VT; (802) 287-9158; www.vtstateparks.com/htm/catherine.cfm. Open Memorial Day through Labor Day.




Bike Shops

Battenkill Sports Bicycle Shop, 1240 Depot Street, Manchester, VT; (802) 362-2734 or (800) 340-2734; www.battenkillsports.com.




Maps

DeLorme: Vermont Atlas & Gazetteer: Pages 24, 25, 28, 29.

DeLorme: New York Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 81.











3 Bomoseen Ramble


This ride makes a nice introduction to cycling in western Vermont: not too long and not too difficult but lots of scenery and lots of history.




	Start: Parking area at the west end of the town green in Fair Haven.

	Length: 12.0 miles.

	Terrain: Rolling hills.

	Traffic and hazards: No shoulders on most roads. Summer traffic along Lake Bomoseen necessitates extra care.



Getting there: From Rutland, proceed about 16 miles west on U.S. Highway 4 to exit 2. Turn left off the exit ramp onto Vermont Highway 22A, following signs for Fair Haven. Go south less than a mile to the intersection with Vermont Highway 4A. Bear right (west) onto VT 4A, which is Fair Haven’s Main Street. The town green will be on your right. Continue to the west (far) end of the town green and park in the public lot.

Fair Haven is a typical Vermont community, with a lively history and an impressive town green. Slate quarrying was, and still is, an important industry here. Start noticing the handsome slate roofs, and keep looking for them as you tour the area. On Fridays in summer, the town green becomes a traditional farmers’ market—fresh produce, baked goods, crafts, and a pleasant way to begin or end a ride.

Creek Road takes you north along the western edge of Lake Bomoseen, with cottages to your left and water to your right. There’s some controversy over the origin of the lake’s name. It sounds like a variation on an Indian name, but some feel certain that Samuel de Champlain called it “Bombazon,” the name of a silky cloth that the lake’s smooth surface resembled. In any case, local residents like to point out that Bomoseen is the largest lake entirely within the boundaries of Vermont. Summer cottages will be occupied, and there will be traffic during July and August, but you won’t see much activity on or around the lake during the rest of the year. The Edward F. Kehoe boat launch, at 4.7 miles, is a good place to stop for a break and to admire the view. Notice the island to the north. That’s Neshobe Island, formerly owned by Alexander Woollcott, who vacationed there with an assortment of zany celebrity friends, including the Marx Brothers.

Continue on the paved road as it continues up the lakeshore and then veers west, away from the water. At 6.7 miles you’ll come to the entrance to Bomoseen State Park (beach, bathhouses, concession stand). If you’re not ready for an official beach stop but would like a quick dip or a rest by the water, continue about 50 yards to a dirt road to the right. Another 50 yards on that dirt road brings you to the boat launch on Glen Lake. People picnic and swim from the shore to the right of the boat launch. During midweek, even on the hottest days, it’s often remarkably empty. As you leave Glen Lake (same way you came in), notice the remains of a slate milling factory and foundations of the cottages where factory workers lived. This area was once the town of West Castleton, and the center of a thriving slate business.
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Get back on the paved road, and almost immediately on the right (at 6.9 miles), look for an impressive rock formation—an overturned syncline. It’s a classic example of folded layers, and geology classes from near and far seem delighted with it. You’ll continue along the shore of Glen Lake for a bit and then climb a short hill. At about 7.5 miles you’ll pass a large working slate quarry. All along this road you’ll see slag heaps (piles of discarded slate) to your right. Most are from quarries that are long closed. At about 10 miles you’ll begin to see views of the Adirondacks to the west. A wonderful panorama any time of year, it’s spectacular on a clear day in the fall. The final miles of the trip are a pleasant descent back to Fair Haven.


Miles and Directions


	0.0 Public parking lot at west end of town green. Turn right onto Main Street (VT 4A/22A).

	0.1 Turn left off Main Street onto River Street.

	1.9 Stop sign. Turn left onto Blissville Road.

	2.7 Intersection with VT 4A. Turn left onto VT 4A, then make an immediate right onto Creek Road.

	2.8 Harbor View General Store on the left.
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	4.6 Edward F. Kehoe boat launch.

	6.7 Entrance to Bomoseen State Park.

	6.7 Entrance to Glen Lake boat launch.

	6.9 Glen Lake syncline (rock formation) on right.

	7.5 Working slate quarry.

	11.3 Intersection with VT 4A. Turn right onto VT 4A, heading southwest.

	11.8 Back to parking lot.




Local Information

Fair Haven Area Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 206, Fair Haven, VT 05743; (802) 265-8600; www.fairhavenchamber.com.

Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce, 256 Main Street, Rutland, VT; (802) 773-2747 or (800) 756-8880; www.rutlandvermont.com.




Local Events/Attractions

Bomoseen State Park, 22 Cedar Mountain Road, Fair Haven, VT; (802) 265-4242; www.vtstateparks.com/htm/bomoseen.cfm. Open Memorial Day through Labor Day. Swimming, picnicking, hiking.

Rutland Ethnic Festival, annually, late July. Sponsored by the Downtown Rutland Partnership, 103 Wales Street, Rutland, VT; (802) 773-9380; www.rutlanddowntown.com/ethnic.html. Street vendors, sidewalk sales, ethnic foods and music, and more.

Vermont Lakes Region Cycling Weekend, (802) 287-9190; www.cyclingvermont.org. Annual event sponsored by the Poultney Rotary Club. Mid-July. Includes rides in the Poultney and Fair Haven areas.




Food

Fair Haven Inn Restaurant, 5 Adams Street, Fair Haven, VT; (802) 265-4907; www.fairhaveninn.com. A local favorite for special occasions. Specializes in Greek dishes.

Wooden Soldier Restaurant, 31 Main Street, Fair Haven, VT; (802) 265-7985. Good diner food.

Harbor View General Store, 33 Creek Road, Hydeville, VT; (802) 265-8884.




Accommodations

The best selection of motels will be in Rutland, about 16 miles east of Fair Haven. See the Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce Web site for listings.

Haven Guest House Bed & Breakfast, 1 Fourth Street, Fair Haven, VT; (802) 265-8882; www.havenguesthousevt.com.

Bomoseen State Park Campground, 22 Cedar Mountain Road, Fair Haven, VT; (802) 265-4242; www.vtstateparks.com/htm/bomoseen.cfm. Open Memorial Day through Labor Day.

Lake St. Catherine State Park Campground, 3034 Vermont Highway 30 S, Poultney, VT; (802) 287-9158; www.vtstateparks.com/htm/catherine.cfm. Open Memorial Day through Labor Day.




Bike Shops

Great Outdoors Trading Company, 219 Woodstock Avenue, Rutland, VT; (802) 775-9989.

Green Mountain Cyclery, 133 Strongs Avenue, Rutland, VT; (802) 775-0869.

Sports Peddler, 158 North Main Street, Rutland, VT; (802) 775-0101.




Map

DeLorme: Vermont Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 28.











4 Quechee Watershed Cruise


This ride crosses the watershed between the Ottauquechee River and the White River, and then crosses back again to the Ottauquechee. That means up, down, up, down, with lots of picture-postcard scenery the whole way. If not the easiest ride in this collection, it certainly ranks with the prettiest.




	Start: Village Green parking area, on the south side of Quechee Main Street, about 0.2 mile west of the covered bridge.

	Length: 25.6 miles.

	Terrain: Two serious climbs and descents.

	Traffic and hazards: The route uses secondary roads, where traffic should be light. A cautionary note: On a road map, it appears that U.S. Highway 4 between Woodstock and Quechee might be a sensible alternative route. It isn’t. US 4 is very busy. The stretch between Woodstock and Quechee is narrow and winding, has no shoulders, and is particularly dangerous. If you make a side-trip to Woodstock, come back to the intersection by the Billings Farm to make the return trip to Quechee. Don’t take US 4. There is a short flat stretch (2.2 miles) of dirt road along the Ottauquechee River that shouldn’t be a problem for skinny tires.



Getting there: From Rutland, take US 4 East about 38 miles to a blinking light at a four-way intersection. Turn left off US 4 and immediately cross a reproduction covered bridge over the Ottauquechee River. Bear left after the bridge and proceed 0.2 mile to the Village Green parking area on the left. Park there.

From points south, take Interstate 91 north to exit 10 and the junction with Interstate 89. Proceed north on I-89 about 3 miles to exit 1. Get on US 4 West and proceed 3.7 miles (crossing Quechee Gorge) to a blinking light at a four-way intersection. Turn right off US 4 and immediately cross a reproduction covered bridge over the Ottauquechee River. Bear left after the bridge and proceed 0.2 mile to the Village Green parking area on the left. Park there.

Quechee, our starting point, represents the upscale end of Vermont’s social and economic spectrum. Formerly a small New England mill town whose woolen industry harnessed the Ottauquechee River, Quechee is now known for its expensive condo communities, golf courses, and specialty shops. One new industry has forged a link with the town’s past: The Simon Pearce Glass Works, which produces handblown glassware, is located in an old mill and uses the Quechee waterfall for hydropower.



[image: chpt_fig_044.jpg]








Miles and Directions


	0.0 Turn left (west) out of Village Green parking area.

	0.7 Road forks. Bear right (north) onto Quechee/West Hartford Road. Begin climb.

	2.5 Begin descent.

	5.8 Turn left (west) onto Pomfret Road, immediately before bridge over White River.

	6.8 Road swings away from river; begin uphill.

	9.9 Village of North Pomfret. Continue straight on Pomfret Road.

	11.0 Howe Hill Road to the right. Continue straight on Pomfret Road.

	12.5 Pomfret Center School on left, Town Hall on right. Begin descent.

	15.8 Stop sign at junction with Barnard Woodstock Stage Road (unmarked here). Teago General Store on right. Turn left onto Barnard Woodstock Stage Road, heading south.

	17.8 Stop sign at junction with VT 12. Turn left onto VT 12, still heading south.

	18.4 Road forks. Turn left (east) off VT 12 onto River Road (unmarked here). Entrance to Billings Farm and Museum and to Marsh-Billings-Rockfeller National Historical Park is immediately on the right.

	19.3 Road surface changes to dirt.

	21.5 Stop sign at junction with Quechee Main Street. Dam and Taftsville Covered Bridge to the right. Turn left onto Quechee Main Street. Road surface returns to asphalt.

	24.2 Ski area to the left, golf course to the right.

	24.8 Quechee/West Hartford Road to the left. Continue straight on Quechee Main Street.

	25.6 Back to parking area.




Local Information







Local Events/Attractions








Food








Accommodations






Bike Shops






Map












About the Author
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The people of Rutland County, Vermont, know Sandy Duling as an avid cyclist, an explorer of the New England countryside, and as the library director at Castleton State College. When not pedaling, she enjoys cross-country skiing and canoeing, and plays the tin whistle in a traditional Irish band. Her other publications include Short Bike Rides in Vermont (second edition, Globe Pequot Press, 2000) and articles in Adventure Cyclist and American Libraries. She recently returned from five months in Rovaniemi, Finland, where, she reports, bicycle commuters are undaunted by arctic weather. She lives with her husband, Ennis, in East Poultney, Vermont.



Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date

Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and use ful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—roads are closed for repairs, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, and so forth.

We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all com ments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


The Globe Pequot Press

Reader Response/Editorial Department

P.O. Box 480

Guilford, CT 06437



Or you may e-mail us at:


editorial@GlobePequot.com



Thanks for your input, and happy travels!






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_039.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_043.jpg
Bormaseen Ramble h B @
Virieriieey,
4
7

7

v

¥4, momoseen

p STATE PARK
/£A

Verziey
V7 ¢
v ) 17
v 777757577,
v
Vseree 4, V22272

= Harbor View
General store M






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_044.jpg
Quechee Watershed Cruise

akm. N

3mi. @

ows |
o)

(ighest
dlevation)

Quechee!
— West Hartford

MARSH-BILLINGS-

ROCKEFELLER

NATIONAL ) Ottanguechee
HISTORICAL

River

Taftsville
Covered Bridge






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_041.jpg
Taconic Valleys Classic

8 km. N
s
0

Green Mountain
College’

East Poultney.

Middletown
Springs.

SATHERINE
STATE PARK

Lake St
Catherine

Manchester Center
63.4

/2
Manchester Village =7 e

Atlington
52.7 ‘ovired
Bridge

Sunderland Hill
Road
Chiselvile
Covered Bridge

Chippenhook
Gamaral Siore






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_042.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
A

i Road Biking-

A S Rl
SANDY DULING





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_040.jpg
Grafton Ramble i 1

oz

1 mi.

Grafton
Information
Building
Gratton

Village

Cheese

Company.

“
)

Cambridgeport’






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_001.jpg





