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"Every night Julian would report that he would hear the cries of a young girl, and what's even creepier the footsteps of the lost soul." – The Creepy Island of the Dolls

1

Insanity

John Simpson finally found a way to carve out the precious time away from his work-in-progress to make a weekend-long trip with his wife, Gina, and their daughter, Chrissy, (their only daughter and child). 

Chrissy was about to have her first baby. 

Well, that's not exactly right. Chrissy was only nine years old. She was too young to be a real mother. But when she became obsessed with having her very own artificial intelligence enhanced "USA Baby Doll" (with lifelike feel, movements, and voice), along with a whole bunch of very expensive outfits and accessories, Simpson decided to drive his family to New York City and make a weekend of it. 

After all, Chrissy and Gina, deserved it. You see, John Simpson hadn't been a pleasant person to be around as of late. He'd been hold up all alone in his upstate writing studio for far too long, griding gears on what was to be his newest novel. That said, he'd been more or less neglecting his family (Gina was his fourth wife and he was determined to get this one right, even if it killed him, as he so often reminded himself). 

The three Simpsons drove from upstate where they owned a small farmhouse and accompanying barn on a dozen acres of pristine farmland which Simpson purchased for a song back on the early 2000s on a high five-figure advance his agent acquired for him at Wards and Van Rensselaer Publishing who were located in New York City's Bertelsmann Building in the middle of Times Square. 

Since the writer had no intention of being a real farmer, he converted some of the barn into a writing studio. The renovated space housed not only his desk and laptop computer, but also a half dozen manual typewriters that he used throughout the years before laptops came into vogue, and maybe a thousand hardcover and paperback books stacked on floor-to ceiling shelves, along a pile of six or seven manuscripts that were presently in need of editing (like many mystery writers these days, Simpson also published several series "independently" under his own label, Bear Media).

John Simpson wasn't only thinking of himself when he had his writing studio built. He thought it would be a hoot if he had a playroom constructed for his daughter too. In fact, her spacious playroom was located right next door to his writing studio. It was constructed of wallboard, overlaid with sheet rock finished in happy shiny bright colors that really came alive when you turned on the overhead, ceiling-mounted track lighting. 

The carpet was all-weather (in case of spills and muddy/snowy feet) and also colorful, while all sorts of cool, framed posters hung on the walls. Chrissy even got her own wall-mounted, flatscreen TV that streamed all sorts of old Disney movies
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