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The history of my people has been written as the saga of the “Boat” - a legacy of discovery, trade, and the mastery of the sea that birthed the Phoenician spirit. 

From the shores of Byblos and Tyre, we were the first to embrace the maritime ontology of infinite expansion, weaving the Mediterranean into a single, interconnected web. Yet, growing up in Lebanon, one is perpetually haunted by the duality of our heritage: the spirit of Baal-Yam, the god of the sea, versus the raw, unyielding authority of the mountain.

For centuries, our connection to global trade networks was our greatest strength. We became so focused on cross-border mobility that the actual, physical boundaries of the nation-state started to feel secondary. But this book argues that this model - the era of borderless globalization and fluid capital - has reached a breaking point. What was once a triumph has turned into a crisis. The illusion of national sovereignty is collapsing because global financial networks and digital systems have drained the physical, real-world foundations required to sustain them.

We are now facing a major global shift. The borderless maritime order has run out of new markets to exploit, and it is now turning inward, dismantling the social, cultural, and political stability of local communities. This globalized dissolution is now hitting a wall: the aggressive return of territorial, localized powers that refuse to be absorbed into a borderless global economy.

To understand this collapse, we must look at the structural forces shaping global power. Traditional geopolitics, since Halford Mackinder, has always analyzed world history as a struggle between the land-based Heartland and maritime sea powers.​[1] Modern strategic thinkers, such as Robert D. Kaplan in The Revenge of Geography, continue to emphasize a form of geographic determinism, arguing that physical landscapes inevitably dictate the political destiny of nations.​[2]

However, this book introduces a new approach and methodology that moves beyond pure geography. It elevates the analysis into the noosphere - the realm of human thought, consciousness, and deeply embedded cultural narratives. Here, geography is not just physical; it is metaphysical. By examining the ancient Phoenician mythology of Yam, the god of sea, and his eternal battle against Baal, the god of land - the immovable reality of the earth, we uncover psychological and civilizational insights that standard materialist analysis ignores.

My approach, which I term Mythenpolitik, is not common in political science. While mainstream analysts view myths as mere literary fiction or ancient folklore, this work treats myth as an active operational tool. There are historical precedents for this type of analysis. Thinkers like Carl Jung explored how collective archetypes drive human behavior,​[3] while Georges Sorel demonstrated how political myths can mobilize entire societies and reshape historical realities.​[4] 

Mythenpolitik formalizes this by merging myth and political science into a rigorous analytical framework. It proves that the ancient battles of our gods are still being fought today through modern trade wars, border conflicts, and financial systems.

This book is not a nostalgic call to return to the ancient past, but a realistic assessment of a structural shift. The era of the infinite horizon and open globalization is ending, replaced by an era of protected borders and national sovereignty. The land - the physical and mythological reality of resources and borders - is no longer a passive background for global trade; it is actively reasserting its dominance.

The work traces how the borderless global system is collapsing and outlines what the coming, more localized world order will look like. It is written for those who understand that our current global instability is not a temporary glitch, but a permanent crisis of the modern world-system. By shifting our focus from global flows back to the stability of the land, we can see that the future will no longer be defined by endless expansion, but by the defense of tangible, sovereign boundaries. The era of globalization is closing; the era of re-solidification has begun.

Shady B. Zoghby , Beirut.2026
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Prologue

The history of power is not a sequence of treaties or a tally of GDP growth. It is, at its core, a geological and mythological tug-of-war between two fundamentally incompatible ways of existing in space. Since the first reed craft was pushed into the surf, humanity has been split between the shore and the deep. This is the primordial struggle of Mythenpolitik: the tension between the maritime principle of liquid expansion and the terrestrial foundation of fixed, ancestral sovereignty.

The Primordial Schism

TO UNDERSTAND THE WORLD as it is - an entropic network of digital ledgers and fluid capital - we must first return to the water’s edge. The schism between the fluid sea and the stable earth is more than a geographic reality; it is an ontological one.

The earth, the Oikos, is the realm of the boundary.​[5] It is where things have roots. A tree stands in one place, a city is anchored by walls, and a culture is defined by the specific soil it cultivates. Sovereignty on land is synonymous with the Nomos - the division and allocation of territory. To be terrestrial is to be capable of being mapped, measured, and defended. It is the realm of the “solid”.

The sea, by contrast, is the realm of the absolute void. It possesses no memory and leaves no permanent marks. The maritime principle is defined by its refusal to be held; it is the logic of the route, the trade, and the extraction. Where the land demands an identity rooted in place, the sea demands an identity rooted in mobility.

History has been a pendulum swinging between these two poles. Every great empire that mastered the land eventually found itself in a struggle against a maritime rival that could bypass its borders entirely. More than a political conflict, it is a clash of spirits. The maritime power seeks to dissolve the friction of geography, while the terrestrial power seeks to solidify its hold against the encroaching tide of global flux. We are currently living through a moment where the maritime principle has achieved a near-total victory, but in doing so, it has reached a terminal point where it begins to consume the foundations required for its own survival.

The Archetypal Triad

TO NAVIGATE THIS TENSION, we must look past modern political jargon and recognize the three archetypal forces that govern the struggle for the world: the Boat, the Carriage, and the Serpent.

First is the Boat. This is the agent of dissolution. It is the predator that does not occupy territory but moves across it, extracting value from the contact points between nodes. It is the embodiment of the maritime principle - infinite, frictionless, and forever hungry for the next horizon. In our era, the Boat has evolved from a wooden hull into a globalized financial apparatus, a network of credit and data that flows through the world, rendering national borders increasingly transparent.

Second is the Carriage. This is the vessel of foundation. It is the heavy, slow-moving force of the terrestrial state, burdened by the weight of its own history, population, and culture. The Carriage exists to protect the Oikos. It is the fortress, the law, and the tradition. It is inherently defensive because its power is tied to the ground it stands upon. When the Carriage is forced to compete with the Boat, it is often at a disadvantage, as its stability is perceived as a vulnerability by those who thrive on speed and change.

Finally, there is the Serpent. This is the immovable reality. It is the chthonic power of the earth itself - the latent, primal resistance that exists beneath the surface of all geopolitical maneuvering. The Serpent represents the limitations of human ambition. It is the reality that geography cannot be fully erased, that culture is not infinitely fluid, and that eventually, every empire that attempts to transcend the earth will be brought back to it.

The history of civilization is the record of the interaction between these three. We are currently observing a transition where the Boat has become so dominant that it believes the Serpent can be forgotten. But the Serpent does not disappear; it merely waits for the tension to snap. Mythenpolitik is the study of that snap.
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Introduction: The Structuralist Lens

To move beyond the surface-level noise of daily geopolitical headlines, we must treat power as a morphology - a study of the forms that govern the movement of history. This chapter operates on the premise that global order is not dictated by policy decisions made in comfortable rooms, but by the physical and mental structures we inhabit. Our methodology here is structuralist: we do not look at what individual actors say, but at the underlying tectonic plates of space and symbol that dictate what they can do.

To build this anatomy, we rely on the foundational tension between two giants of geopolitical thought: Carl Schmitt and H.J. Mackinder. Schmitt, in The Nomos of the Earth ​[6], provides the essential legal and spiritual framework for how space is “taken, divided, and cultivated”. He reminds us that all law and order are born from the act of drawing a line upon the earth. If there is no line, there is no Nomos; there is only chaos.

Conversely, H.J. Mackinder, in his seminal The Geographical Pivot of History ​[7], forces us to confront the brute reality of the landmass. Mackinder understood that the distribution of land and sea - the “World-Island” versus the “Outer Islands” - is the primary theater of human destiny. His work provides the physical skeleton for our framework. However, Mythenpolitik goes a step further. We argue that the struggle Schmitt and Mackinder described has migrated from the physical map into the human mind. The Heartland is no longer just a patch of soil in Eurasia; it has become an internal cognitive state, a fortress of the spirit against the rising, liquid entropy of the maritime network.

This chapter shows that simple but devastating geopolitical reality is the external projection of internal spatial ontologies. When a civilization views the world as a place to be “fixed” and protected, it builds differently, trades differently, and governs differently than a civilization that views the world as a place to be “traversed” and extracted from. By applying structuralism to these spatial ontologies, we reveal that the current global impasse is not a clash of interests, but a collision of different ways of perceiving reality itself. The “Boat” and the “Carriage” are not metaphors - they are the blueprints for two competing architectures of civilization.

Triadic Taxonomy

TO DECODE THE CURRENT geopolitical landscape, we must discard the traditional binary of “left versus right” frameworks, which are often too thin to capture the tectonic shifts of history. Instead, we propose a triadic taxonomy: the Boat, the Carriage, and the Serpent. These are not merely symbolic; they are functional archetypes that govern the behavior of states, economies, and societies across time. By mapping their interactions, we move from descriptive history to a diagnostic science of power.

The Boat

THE BOAT REPRESENTS the principle of radical, frictionless mobility. It is the archetype of the merchant, the nomad, and, in our current age, the algorithmic financier. The Boat thrives only where there is no friction; it views land not as a place


The Carriage



The Serpent






Cognitive Geography


Colonization of the Mental Map




Error of the Frictionless Mind





Spatial Determinism of the State


Necessity of the Oikos



Mandate of the Maritime Node



The Clash of Determinisms




Chapter 1 Conclusion: Morphology of the Impasse
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