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For Hutch, whose love and enthusiasm for things with wheels is awesome

—C. L.
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For my mother in Tokyo and for the memory of my father

—M. T.









Alarms are buzzing,

Day is dawning,
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Sleepy people

Wake up yawning.
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Showers splash,
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Teeth are brushed,
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Hair is combed,
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Breakfast rushed.
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Out their doors

Go moms and dads,

Lugging tools

Or books and pads.
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Some alone,

Some with strollers,

Walkers, runners,

Readers, rollers,
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Running, jumping

Onto trains,



[image:  ]





[image:  ]

Subways,
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buses,
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Boats,
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and planes,
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Taxis,
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bikes,
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A car-pool van,
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Cars of blue and red and tan.
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Engines start up with a jerk.

People hurry off to work.
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Horns go beep-beep, whistles blow,
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Planes go fast,
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Trucks go slow.
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Trolleys sway,
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Ferries rock,
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Time keeps ticking

On the clock.






Cars on side streets,

Trains on tracks,

Whizzing,

Zipping,

Clicky

Clack,



[image:  ]




[image:  ]

Rumbling,

Roaring,

Jiggling,

Jumping,

Left turn,

Right turn,

Backing,

Bumping.
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Through the tunnels,

On the highways,
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Over bridges,

Roads, and byways,
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Down the river,
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In the air,
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People rushing everywhere!
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In a blink

They disappear.

Trains are empty,
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Tunnels clear.
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Streets are quiet,

No more mobs.






People have begun their jobs.
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When day is over,

Each job ends.
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Workers wave

Good-bye to friends.
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Then they race

To catch the trains,
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Subways,
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buses,





[image:  ]

Boats,
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and planes,
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Taxis,
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bikes,
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A car-pool van,
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Cars of blue and red and tan.





Down the river,

Underground,

Traffic creeping

Homeward bound.
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Over bridges,

Roads, and byways,

Through the tunnels,

On the highways,
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Right turn,

Left turn,

Backing,

Bumping,

Roaring,

Rumbling,

Jiggling,

Jumping,

Whizzing,

Zipping,

Clicky

Clack,

Cars on side streets,

Trains on tracks.
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Horns go beep-beep,

Whistles blow.
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Nighttime lights

Begin to glow.
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Doors swing open.

Kids run fast.
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