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    Meredith was first performed at the Gate Theatre, Dublin, on 25 September 2026, with the following cast:
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    Midday.


    Sunlight is streaming in through the windows of the orangery.


    The orangery is a sunroom that was built on to the old house, probably about thirty years ago. It is now the central hub of the home and where all the daily living takes place. Around the space there are different varieties of fabulous indoor plants that MEREDITH takes great care of.


    There are three different entrances into the room; one leading to the kitchen, another leading to the main hallway and front door, and another leading to the garden outside. There should be a little area representing this garden, which has a cast iron bench where some of the action takes place.


    MEREDITH is sitting in a prime position in the chair she always sits in. Her spot.


    ABI is sitting near her, looking at a crossword on an iPad.


    Both of them are in deep contemplation for several moments until suddenly…


    MEREDITH. MEMBRANE!


    ABI checks if this word fits into the crossword they are doing together.


    ABI. It fits! Mem. Brane…


    She fills it in.


    Membrane! Okay, four across; ‘to render incomplete’. Five letters. Third letter N.


    A beat.


    MEREDITH. Annul?


    ABI checks it.


    ABI. That works. You’re on a roll today.


    MEREDITH. Years of practice, darling. They start to repeat themselves.


    ABI. Okay, five across, a starling’s call…


    MEREDITH. Has he replied yet?


    Beat.


    ABI. Not yet. Sorry…


    MEREDITH. Strange, he’s usually such a prompt responder.


    ABI. I’m sure he’ll get back to you soon. Okay. Seven letters, fourth letter R.


    MEREDITH. Chirrup. Perhaps check my email. Occasionally, we correspond through that medium.


    ABI (referring to opening her email on the iPad). Do you mind if I…?


    MEREDITH. Don’t be silly, darling. No secrets between us.


    ABI opens MEREDITH’s email.


    ABI. Nothing new… I’m sorry, Meredith.


    MEREDITH sighs.


    MEREDITH. You must think me ridiculous.


    ABI. I don’t. Trust me, I get it. The waiting is the worst.


    MEREDITH. Maddening. Heaven forbid I was waiting for a letter to arrive. Can you imagine the utter torture of that?


    ABI. I can’t, honestly. At least now you can see if someone has read your message.


    MEREDITH. Good idea, do that.


    ABI goes into MEREDITH’s messages…


    ABI. He’s read it. Last online two hours ago. You know, there is something romantic about waiting.


    MEREDITH. I’ve never been any good at it.


    ABI. Especially when you really like someone.


    MEREDITH. There lies the problem.


    ABI. So, what is it you like about him?


    MEREDITH. Well, he’s irresistibly charming. And cultured. We’ve travelled to a lot of the same places so I must say we have a good tê;te-à-tê;te. And he’s easy on the eye… which always helps. Listen to me, a foolish girl. And to think I’ve only known him a few weeks!


    ABI. If you don’t mind me asking…


    MEREDITH. I never mind you asking anything, I am an open book.


    ABI. What about Terry? I thought you two were sort of seeing each other now?


    MEREDITH. Terry is very open-minded about these things, he comes from the arts world. In fact, I love the idea of having them both for dinner.


    ABI. That’s so cool. I found having one boyfriend stressful enough.


    MEREDITH. Well, that fellow sounded like a terrible good-for-nothing layabout. You are well rid of him.


    ABI. Yeah, totally…


    MEREDITH. Is there anyone special in your life at the moment?


    ABI. Eh, not really…


    MEREDITH. A woman your age should always have a lover, Abi. Or several. It’s a wonderful time to explore. When I was your age, I had already been married three years, can you imagine? Such a terrible waste.


    ABI. But it meant you had your daughters…


    MEREDITH. Indeed I did. And I was always encouraging them to do the same: explore while you can. Not that they ever took my advice. Noelle in particular was always so sensible. That’s another word of warning: never be too sensible. It’s terribly dull. One must take risks, especially when young. You have your whole life ahead of you. It’s incredibly exciting.


    ABI. So people keep telling me…


    Pause. ABI looks at the iPad.


    MEREDITH. Still nothing?


    ABI. I’m sure there’ll be a reason.


    MEREDITH. It would be quite rude of him not to reply after we had booked his trip…


    A beat.


    ABI. What trip?


    MEREDITH. He


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  

  
    
      
    


    


    ERICA MURRAY


    Erica is from County Limerick, Ireland. She holds a BA in Drama and Theatre Studies from Trinity College Dublin and an MFA in Playwriting from the Lir Academy. While in college, she wrote her first play called Bunk which won the Irish Student Drama Award for Best New Writing. She is a previous member of the Soho Theatre Young Writers Group, Lyric New Playwright’s Programme and the Six in the Attic programme at Irish Theatre Institute.


    In 2018, her play The Cat’s Mother toured to London, Edinburgh and Dublin Fringe where it won the Fishamble Award for Best New Writing and was subsequently nominated for the Stewart Parker Trust Award. In 2019, she was the Channel 4 Writer-in-Residence at the Lyric Theatre in Belfast where her second play All Mod Cons premiered.


    Her play The Loved Ones premiered at the Dublin Theatre Festival 2023 in a co-production between Rough Magic and the Gate Theatre. In 2025 it went on a national tour in Ireland. The Loved Ones has also been produced in Buffalo at the Irish Classical Theatre Company and is currently about to be produced at the Irish Repertory Theatre in New York.


    In 2024, she wrote a play for young audiences for the Abbey Theatre called In Real Life which was performed across many primary and secondary schools around Ireland. She has also won the Sonia Friedman Award for her play The Magnificent which will premiere at the Abbey Theatre this Christmas.


    Erica currently has a residency at the National Theatre Studio in London.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    Meredith first published in Great Britain in 2026 as a paperback original by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, in association with the Gate Theatre, Dublin


    This ebook first published 2026


    Meredith copyright © 2026 Erica Murray


    Erica Murray has asserted their moral right to be identified as the author of this work


    Cover photography by Linda Brownlee; design by So Studio


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London

    Printed in the UK by Mimeo Ltd, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6XX


    A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


    ISBN   978 1 83904 651 3 (print edition)

    ISBN   978 1 80640 053 9 (ebook editon)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States and Canada: Independent Talent Group Ltd, see details below


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world (including by amateur stock companies in the USA and Canada) should be addressed to Independent Talent Group Ltd, 40 Whitfield Street, London W1T 2RH, tel +44 (0)20 7636 6565


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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