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"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely on these accounts." This quote from Mark Twain’s *The Innocents Abroad* encapsulates the essence of the book, revealing its core theme of cultural discovery and the transformative power of travel. Through the eyes of Twain, the reader embarks on a journey that transcends mere sightseeing, delving into the profound experiences that accompany exploration and interaction with diverse cultures. The humor and wit that Twain employs throughout amplify this exploration, making it both entertaining and insightful.

Regarded as one of the cornerstones of American literature, *The Innocents Abroad* holds a revered place as a classic. Published in 1869, it illustrates not only Twain's exceptional stylistic prowess but also his keen observations of both the Old World and the social attitudes of his fellow countrymen. The book's bold critiques of cultural arrogance and its vivid descriptions of foreign lands have influenced countless authors and genres, setting a precedent for travel writing that is both humorous and reflective. Twain’s unique voice reshaped American literature, making it more accessible and relatable to the common reader, while provoking dialogue about national identity and cultural exchange.

*The Innocents Abroad*, or *The New Pilgrims' Progress*, was penned during a transformative period in American history, characterized by increased travel and exploration. Its narrative stems from Twain’s adventures aboard the chartered ship Quaker City as it sails from New York to Europe and the Holy Land. The book offers an engaging mix of personal anecdote, social commentary, and satirical sketches of 19th-century American travelers. While providing entertaining accounts of various international locales, Twain artfully weaves in critiques of American culture and idealism, encouraging readers to question their preconceived notions and the reality of the world around them.

Mark Twain, born Samuel Langhorne Clemens in 1835, was a multifaceted artist whose career spanned writing, humor, and social commentary. As the author of this pivotal work, he sought to document his firsthand experiences with the exotic lands he visited, all the while exposing the folly and naivety often reflected in American travelers. Twain's intention was not merely to chronicle his voyages but also to challenge the romanticized notion of foreign cultures held by many Americans of his time. He aimed to offer a candid perspective that combined both admiration and critique, fostering a sense of humor in the face of cultural absurdities.

In traversing the European cities and historical sites, Twain introduces readers to the myriad cultures he encounters, painting a rich tapestry that balances historical context with lively characterization. His irreverent style and sardonic wit are instrumental in evoking laughter even as he critiques his fellow travelers. Twain's comic brilliance serves as a mirror reflecting the foibles of both the innocent and the worldly, blurring the line between the two. By sharing his journey, he invites readers to accompany them not solely as passive observers but as active participants in the cultural dialogue.

A prominent theme in *The Innocents Abroad* is the concept of innocence—specifically, the innocence of American travelers confronted with the realities of the world. Twain masterfully illustrates the contrast between the romanticized visions of Europe and the often disappointing reality of touristic experiences. His depictions deconstruct the naive notions held by many Americans, revealing how the innocence they carry can lead to misunderstandings and false expectations. This theme resonates with contemporary readers, as globalization continues to shape perceptions and interactions across diverse cultures.

Twain also explores the idea of perspective—how the viewpoint of the observer significantly shapes the experience of travel. His witty observations are peppered with irony, highlighting how the innocence or ignorance of American tourists clashes with the historical and cultural gravitas of the sites they visit. Each layer of his narrative unveils the complexity of viewing another culture through the lens of one’s own, prompting readers to become more aware of their biases and preconceptions when encountering differences around the globe.

The contrast between European grandeur and American simplicity is another vital theme that runs through *The Innocents Abroad*. Twain’s encounters in places like Paris, Rome, and Jerusalem evoke reflections on national identity and cultural superiority. By depicting Americans grappling with the histories and traditions of these ancient lands, he captures both the admiration and the absurdity that arise from such confrontations. This theme persists in discussions about cultural exchange and the American tendency to view the world through an ethnocentric lens, making it relevant to modern audiences.

In addition to exposing cultural biases, Twain’s writing also sheds light on issues of class and privilege. The experiences of the characters on the Quaker City reveal the underlying social hierarchies that exist both in America and abroad. Twain skillfully critiques the ostentation and entitlement of some travelers, allowing readers to discern the more profound implications of their journeys. This commentary on social dynamics prompts reflections on the privileges associated with travel, resonating powerfully in today's global landscape, where access still varies greatly across populations.

Another significant element of *The Innocents Abroad* is Twain's humor, which serves to bridge the gap between travel experience and literary critique. His ability to conjure laughter, even amid the clumsiness of cultural misunderstandings, keeps the narrative engaging and relatable. The humor invites readers to reflect critically but also joyfully on their experiences and blesses the text with a timeless quality. As readers laugh along, they inevitably gain insight into the more serious implications of travel and cultural interaction.

The juxtaposition of expectation versus reality is also a central motif in *The Innocents Abroad*. Twain's humorous recounting of various episodes reflects how travel often challenges one's preconceived notions. The gap between the grandeur imagined and the mundanity experienced becomes a source of both comedy and contemplation. This theme resonates deeply with contemporary audiences who navigate a world filled with curated experiences, social media influence, and travel marketing that creates often unattainable ideals.

Moreover, *The Innocents Abroad* functions as a reflection of Twain’s own evolution as a writer and thinker. His unique blend of humor, social critique, and observational skills marks the beginning of a new style in literature that continues to influence many modern authors. Twain’s audacity to publicly challenge social norms and showcase the quirks of American culture paved the way for later works that sought to unravel the complexities of identity and society. His presence within the literary canon is undeniably crucial, as it embodies a turning point in American storytelling.

The legacy of *The Innocents Abroad* is not confined merely to its historical context; it extends into modern literature and culture. The themes explored resonate with contemporary readers, as travel continues to be a pursuit embraced by many. The memoir's incisive observations challenge readers to scrutinize their own travels and interactions with diverse cultures, igniting important conversations about humility, respect, and understanding. This makes Twain's work a significant touchstone for discussions about cultural exchange in an increasingly interconnected world.

In this age of globalization, where travel is more accessible than ever, Twain's insights remain exceptionally relevant. His humorous critique of American travelers serves as a reminder that education and awareness are essential companions to any journey abroad. Readers encountering *The Innocents Abroad* today are encouraged to approach the world with a sense of curiosity that balances admiration with the understanding of history and cultural nuances, fostering an appreciation for the diverse tapestry of humanity.

Twain's *The Innocents Abroad* is an invitation to reflect on the delicate interplay between self-perception and cultural identity. It challenges readers of all backgrounds to approach travel with an open heart and an inquisitive mind, promoting dialogues that transcend geographical boundaries. The text’s playful yet poignant tone captures the essence of human experience, making it a rich source of insight even in our digital age where travel is often commodified and misrepresented.

As you delve into the pages of *The Innocents Abroad*, prepare to navigate Twain’s engaging prose that dances between humor and critique. The richness of his narratives serves as a portal to explore not only the lands he visits but also our shared human experiences and the complex dynamics of culture. In doing so, the reader discovers a resonant commentary on the importance of humility and awareness in the face of the unfamiliar.

Ultimately, *The Innocents Abroad* achieves timeless relevance through its exploration of themes such as innocence, cultural misunderstanding, and the pursuit of knowledge. Twain’s skillful blending of humor and social critique invites readers to question their views and assumptions while providing a textured understanding of both travel and humanity. Thus, Twain's work not only entertains but also teaches valuable lessons about the world we inhabit, ensuring its appeal continues for generations to come.
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The Innocents Abroad, written by Mark Twain, chronicles the author's humorous and satirical journey through Europe and the Holy Land aboard the Quaker City, a chartered ship filled with American tourists. Published in 1869, this travel literature captures the essence of American culture, showcasing Twain's unique perspective as he observes the customs, landmarks, and people of various countries. The narrative blends witty observations and sharp commentary, taking readers on an enlightening yet entertaining voyage infused with Twain's signature humor and critical eye.

The journey begins in the United States as Twain and his fellow travelers embark on their quest for adventure and enlightenment. Each character represents a different facet of American society, contributing to the dynamics of the group. As they sail across the Atlantic, the camaraderie and camaraderie among the travelers bring forth amusing anecdotes and observations about shared American values, foreshadowing the rich interactions that will unfold as they visit foreign lands.

Upon reaching Europe, the travelers immerse themselves in the cultural highlights of cities like Paris, Venice, and Rome. Twain expertly juxtaposes the grandeur of European history with the naïveté and brashness of American tourists. He captures the astonishment of the Americans as they grapple with iconic monuments and masterpieces of art, often leading to absurd conclusions drawn from their limited understanding of European culture, which serves to highlight the contrasts between the Old World and the New.

As the group continues their travels, they encounter various challenges, from misunderstandings to outright misadventures. Twain's portrayal of these experiences serves as a commentary on the follies and pretensions of individuals when confronted with a foreign culture. Moments of confusion give way to enlightenment, capturing the essence of travel as an educational experience, albeit filled with comedic pitfalls that reflect the travelers' naivete.

One of the critical turning points in the narrative occurs when the group arrives in the Holy Land, a destination charged with spiritual significance. Twain's experiences in Palestine lead him to grapple with themes of faith, historical reverence, and the juxtaposition of myth versus reality. The travelers' interactions with the local populace and the sacred sites elicit reflections on their expectations versus the stark realities of the region, exploring deeper existential questions in humorous fashion.

Throughout the journey, Twain employs rich imagery and vivid descriptions to transport readers, blending humor with introspective observations on human nature. His encounters with locals, both endearing and absurd, reflect an evolving understanding of cultural identity, revealing the nature of American exceptionalism and the complex interactions between tourists and their hosts. The narrative critiques the stereotypes and perceptions that both Americans and Europeans hold about each other.

Twain’s relationships with his fellow travelers develop over time, showcasing a range of personalities, from the boastful and pretentious to the genuinely curious. These characters serve as narrative devices that enrich the story and highlight varying attitudes towards travel, culture, and global perceptions, leading to moments of camaraderie and conflict. Twain’s observations often poke fun at their pretensions, shedding light on the universal quest for authenticity and connection.

As the voyage comes to an end, Twain begins to reflect on the experiences and lessons learned throughout his travels. The journey, filled with humor and insight, concludes with a reconciliatory tone, emphasizing the personal growth that comes with exploration. While the travelers initially sought to find grandeur and enlightenment, they ultimately discover the richness of human experience, the beauty of vulnerability, and a greater understanding of themselves and the world around them.

The overall message of The Innocents Abroad showcases the transformative power of travel, the absurdities inherent in cultural misunderstandings, and the importance of humility in observing and understanding diverse perspectives. Twain's narrative both entertains and provokes thought, serving as a reminder of the complexities of human interaction, enriching readers with the notion that true understanding comes not from mere sight-seeing but from genuine engagement with different cultures.
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The Innocents Abroad was published in 1869 during a time of change in America and globally. The book follows a group of American tourists traveling through Europe and the Holy Land, reflecting post-Civil War cultural and socio-political dynamics in the United States. This era was characterized by the Reconstruction period, where the effects of the Civil War were still visible, especially with the struggles for civil rights and integration of freed slaves. Additionally, there was a growing interest in international travel and exploration among Americans, aligning with the emerging global interactions and exchanges.

The American Civil War (1861-1865) was a pivotal event that contributed to the backdrop for the book. The conflict, largely stemming from tensions over slavery and states' rights, reshaped the United States. The aftermath left a divided nation grappling with issues of race, identity, and unity. Mark Twain's journey to Europe and the Holy Land can be seen as a reflection of the escapist desires of Americans seeking meaning in travel after the war. The narrative contrasts between the Old World and the New, highlighting American ideals juxtaposed with European traditions.

Reconstruction (1865-1877) was the effort to rebuild the South and integrate formerly enslaved people into society. It brought significant political changes, including the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, aimed at establishing civil rights for African Americans. The book captures the tension in American society, as Twain critiques both the naivety of American tourists and the sometimes backward nature of their European counterparts. The travelers’ perceptions underscore the American ethos, yet the book prompts reflections on race and equality, showing how international perspectives can illuminate domestic shortcomings.

During the 1860s, the United States began to emerge as an industrial power, with significant urbanization and economic change affecting social classes and labor dynamics. Twain's observations in the book address these transformations, implicitly critiquing the emerging consumer culture and materialism among the middle class. The travelers' interactions with European culture serve to scrutinize the American identity amid these changes, grappling with themes of nationalism versus globalization.

The movement toward Manifest Destiny in the mid-19th century reflected the belief in American expansion across the continent. This ideology, fueled by notions of American exceptionalism, was linked to territorial conquests. In the book, Twain’s commentary on the travelers' journey subtly critiques such notions of superiority, as the characters often display ignorance and ethnocentrism in their encounters with foreign cultures, prompting a discussion on the moral implications of expansion.

The rise of the railroad industry was another significant historical context influencing the narrative. The Transcontinental Railroad's completion in 1869 connected the eastern U.S. with the western frontier, facilitating travel and commerce. This expansion altered the American landscape and psyche, allowing for greater accessibility to remote areas. Twain’s travels reflect this changing infrastructure and the burgeoning interest in travel as a leisure activity. It serves as commentary on the expansion of capitalism and changing social dynamics, as middle-class Americans engaged with the world in new ways.

The European Revolutions of 1848, which affected nations like France, Italy, and Germany, reflected widespread desires for democratic reforms and national unification. This period of upheaval impacted American perceptions of Europe, resonating with American ideals of liberty and equality. The book mirrors these historical realities by contrasting the revolutions' ideals with the socio-political stagnation encountered by the travelers, offering a complex view of European politics against American democracy.

The cultural and scientific advancements from the Enlightenment period continued to influence 19th-century thought, fostering skepticism and inquiry among intellectuals. Twain's narrative interrogates European culture through an American lens, challenging received notions of superiority and tradition. The emphasis on travel and exploration mirrors broader intellectual aspirations, as discovering and challenging existing norms became central themes. Twain’s satirical tone indicates a broader critique of blind faith in tradition and authority, reflecting Enlightenment ideals.

Leading up to the book’s publication, various social reform movements emerged in the United States, spanning from women's suffrage to labor rights. Twain’s sharp wit often aligns with these movements, placing his work in a broader critique of societal inequality. The travelers' perceptions of class and privilege in Europe serve as a mirror to the awareness of social injustices back home, suggesting a call for reform and challenging the status quo.

The tradition of the Grand Tour in Europe, where wealthy young men would travel for cultural exposure, influenced American travel habits. Twain critiques this tradition by emphasizing the barriers of class and experience. The portrayal of American tourists highlights a symmetry in cultural values where American intentions clash with European sophistication.

In the post-Civil War era, questions about what it meant to be American became common. Twain’s European excursion examines national identity, often contrasting American optimism with European cynicism. This juxtaposition questions American exceptionalism and prompts critical thought about inherited beliefs and biases.

Twain's travels coincide with heightened interest in the Middle East, driven by religious, archaeological, and cultural motivations. The rediscovery of biblical sites and the romanticizing of ancient cultures reflect 19th-century imperialism. The book addresses these themes, balancing awe and skepticism toward the historical claims of the Holy Land.

The social stratification of 19th-century America, with noticeable class divides, influenced Twain’s narrative. The representations of wealth, culture, and ignorance among travelers reflect societal inequalities across American and European experiences. Twain’s satire compels readers to engage with notions of privilege and responsibility.

Immigration was a key factor shaping America’s cultural landscape, especially in the late 19th century, as millions arrived from Europe. Tensions over cultural identity and assimilation arose. In the book, Twain's interactions with Europe reflect these complexities, mirroring immigrant struggles in America. By examining identity in both America and Europe, Twain invites reevaluation of societal constructs and belonging.

Social, economic, and political changes of the 19th century facilitated reform movements advocating for women's rights, temperance, and labor rights. Twain’s critiques extend to American complacency in justifying its views. His observations on cultural absurdities launch a broader conversation about shared humanity overcoming social divisions and injustices, echoing reformist movements.

The book serves as a social and political critique by exposing ingrained prejudices, cultural arrogance, and superficial desires of American tourists who often impose their values on foreign cultures. Twain's satirical portrayal highlights ignorance and ethnocentrism, reflecting class disparity and cultural misunderstandings. By juxtaposing traveler foibles with rich societies, Twain underscores humility, empathy, and critical self-examination in fostering genuine cross-cultural interactions.

Through the narrative, Twain raises essential questions about American identity, morality, and the consequences of expansionist ideals. The critique of naive beliefs in American superiority reflects a longing for authentic connection amidst globalization and national identity debates. By confronting complexities in travel and cultural engagement, the work serves as both a mirror and a window into the realities of the time.





Author Biography




Table of Contents




    Introduction
Mark Twain, the pen name of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, was an American novelist, humorist, lecturer, and journalist whose voice helped define national literature. Born in the mid-1830s in Missouri and deceased in the early 20th century in Connecticut, he created enduring works such as The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Innocents Abroad, and Life on the Mississippi. His writing fused colloquial speech, satire, and keen social observation, capturing the textures of river towns, the frontier, and an expanding United States. Celebrated in his lifetime and after, he remains a central figure in discussions of realism, regionalism, and American identity.
Education and Literary Influences
Twain spent his boyhood in the Mississippi River town of Hannibal after an early childhood in rural Missouri. His formal schooling was limited; he left the classroom in adolescence to work as a printer's apprentice and compositor, setting type for newspapers and learning the rhythms of public discourse from the shop floor. In the late 1850s he trained as a steamboat pilot, acquiring a technical mastery of the river that shaped his imagery and vocabulary. The river phrase mark twain, meaning a safe depth, later became his pen name, linking professional craft to literary persona.
His influences grew from lived experience and from a widening circle of contemporaries. The traditions of Southwestern humor and tall tales, the oral storytelling of docks and mining camps, and the bustling press culture of Nevada and California fed his style. Colleagues and allies such as Artemus Ward, Bret Harte, and editor-novelist William Dean Howells encouraged and promoted his work. He also reacted against romanticism associated with Sir Walter Scott, favoring a plainer, satirical realism. Travel, reading, and lecturing broadened his outlook, giving him materials for both comic performance and a durable critique of custom, power, and pretension.
Literary Career
After brief service with a local militia at the start of the Civil War, Twain headed West, working as a reporter in Nevada and California. Writing for the Territorial Enterprise and other papers, he sharpened a voice at once mischievous and moral. His story The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County brought national attention, launching a parallel career as a lecturer whose timing and persona filled halls. The Innocents Abroad transformed travel journalism into a best-selling chronicle, lampooning tourist attitudes while registering genuine curiosity. By the early 1870s, he was a prominent public figure equally at home in print and on stage.
Roughing It extended his Western reportage, while The Gilded Age, coauthored with Charles Dudley Warner, gave a lasting name to a postwar era of speculation and political graft. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, drawing on a Hannibal childhood transfigured into art, combined high-spirited mischief with shrewd social comedy. As his readership widened, his household also functioned as an informal editorial board, with trusted readers offering comments that refined tone and structure. His public persona as Mark Twain, white suit and all, became a marketable identity, yet his best pages balanced commerce with craft, sentiment with satire.
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn pressed further, using a boy narrator and vernacular speech to probe conscience, freedom, and the brutalities of slavery. Early responses were mixed; some libraries banned it as coarse, while others praised its authenticity. Over the 20th century its standing rose into the core of the American canon, even as debates persisted over its language, racial representation, and the complexities of its ending. Many later authors credited the book with reshaping possibilities for national prose, citing its supple voice and moral urgency. Both as a schoolroom staple and a contested text, it remains central.
Nonfiction and fiction of the 1880s and 1890s displayed range. Life on the Mississippi braided memoir with reportage, revisiting the culture and technical craft of piloting. A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court fused time travel satire with arguments about technology, monarchy, and reform. Puddnhead Wilson scrutinized identity, law, and race in a Southern town. Alongside artistry ran risk: he founded a publishing firm that achieved a triumph with the Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant yet suffered from costly ventures, notably an investment in a typesetting machine, contributing to bankruptcy and a redemptive global lecture tour.
In later projects he continued to experiment. Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc departed from his comic persona in a reverent, historical mode. Following the Equator assembled observations from his around-the-world tour, registering both performance and inquiry. Late narratives and essays, including versions of The Mysterious Stranger and the posthumously issued Letters from the Earth, showed a darker skepticism about power, cruelty, and metaphysics. Publication histories for some of these texts are complex, shaped by revisions and delayed releases, but scholars often note the continuity of tonal daring: a blend of playfulness, disenchantment, and ethical concern.
Beliefs and Advocacy
Twain’s public commitments mirrored themes in his writing. He opposed imperial ventures at the turn of the century, aligning with the Anti-Imperialist League and publishing essays such as To the Person Sitting in Darkness and King Leopold's Soliloquy that condemned atrocities and euphemisms alike. He defended freedom of speech and a free press, argued for broader rights for women, and spoke in support of suffrage. His work often dramatized the evils of slavery and the hypocrisies of prejudice, using humor to expose moral evasions. He also championed stronger copyright protections for authors in an increasingly global marketplace.
Religion and metaphysics drew his most biting satire when he confronted dogma or cruelty masquerading as virtue. Works like What Is Man and Christian Science questioned received authority and the consolations of certitude, while private writings later published intensified his cosmic skepticism. Yet his skepticism coexisted with acts of practical sympathy: he lent his celebrity to charitable causes and quietly aided individuals seeking education. He approached public debate as a craftsperson of language, adapting lecture, essay, and fiction to argue that conscience must answer to experience rather than slogan. The result is an ethical humor still widely read.
Final Years & Legacy
Financial strain in the early 1890s forced a demanding international lecture tour that restored solvency and supplied material for new books. The family’s longtime Hartford home gave way to periods abroad and, later, residence in Connecticut countryside. Personal losses in his household deepened a melancholy evident in some late writings and in dictations for an autobiography he intended to appear long after his death. He died in the spring of 1910 in Connecticut, a passing widely noted for coinciding with the return of Halley’s Comet, which had appeared near his birth. Public mourning and tributes followed swiftly.
Twain’s legacy encompasses style, ethics, and national self-recognition. His experiments with vernacular narration and comic timing shaped modern American prose; his portraits of boyhood, river life, and democratic talk remain touchstones. Generations of writers, from novelists of the Southern Renaissance to international satirists, learned from his blend of humor and indictment. Museums, historic houses, and annual festivals testify to an enduring popular presence, while classrooms continue to debate his language and the interpretive demands it makes. Today he stands as a writer whose skepticism and sympathy challenge readers to test ideals against the facts of experience.
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This book is a record of a pleasure trip. If it were a record of a solemn scientific expedition, it would have about it that gravity, that profundity, and that impressive incomprehensibility which are so proper to works of that kind, and withal so attractive. Yet notwithstanding it is only a record of a pic-nic, it has a purpose, which is to suggest to the reader how he would be likely to see Europe and the East if he looked at them with his own eyes instead of the eyes of those who traveled in those countries before him. I make small pretense of showing anyone how he ought to look at objects of interest [1q]beyond the sea—other books do that, and therefore, even if I were competent to do it, there is no need.

I offer no apologies for any departures from the usual style of travel-writing that may be charged against me—for I think I have seen with impartial eyes, and I am sure I have written at least honestly, whether wisely or not.

In this volume I have used portions of letters which I wrote for the Daily Alta California, of San Francisco, the proprietors of that journal having waived their rights and given me the necessary permission. I have also inserted portions of several letters written for the New York Tribune and the New York Herald.

THE AUTHOR. SAN FRANCISCO.












CHAPTER I.


Table of Contents



For months the great pleasure excursion to Europe and the Holy Land was chatted about in the newspapers everywhere in America and discussed at countless firesides. It was a novelty in the way of excursions—its like had not been thought of before, and it compelled that interest which attractive novelties always command. It was to be a picnic on a gigantic scale. The participants in it, instead of freighting an ungainly steam ferry—boat with youth and beauty and pies and doughnuts, and paddling up some obscure creek to disembark upon a grassy lawn and wear themselves out with a long summer day’s laborious frolicking under the impression that it was fun, were to sail away in a great steamship with flags flying and cannon pealing, and take a royal holiday beyond the broad ocean in many a strange clime and in many a land renowned in history! They were to sail for months over the breezy Atlantic and the sunny Mediterranean; they were to scamper about the decks by day, filling the ship with shouts and laughter—or read novels and poetry in the shade of the smokestacks, or watch for the jelly-fish and the nautilus over the side, and the shark, the whale, and other strange monsters of the deep; and at night they were to dance in the open air, on the upper deck, in the midst of a ballroom that stretched from horizon to horizon, and was domed by the bending heavens and lighted by no meaner lamps than the stars and the magnificent moon—dance, and promenade, and smoke, and sing, and make love, and search the skies for constellations that never associate with the “Big Dipper” they were so tired of; and they were to see the ships of twenty navies—the customs and costumes of twenty curious peoples—the great cities of half a world—they were to hob-nob with nobility and hold friendly converse with kings and princes, grand moguls, and the anointed lords of mighty empires! It was a brave conception; it was the offspring of a most ingenious brain. It was well advertised, but it hardly needed it: the bold originality, the extraordinary character, the seductive nature, and the vastness of the enterprise provoked comment everywhere and advertised it in every household in the land. Who could read the program of the excursion without longing to make one of the party? I will insert it here. It is almost as good as a map. As a text for this book, nothing could be better:




EXCURSION TO THE HOLY LAND, EGYPT,

THE CRIMEA, GREECE, AND INTERMEDIATE POINTS OF INTEREST.

BROOKLYN, February 1st, 1867


Table of Contents




The undersigned will make an excursion as above during the coming season, and begs to submit to you the following programme:



A first-class steamer, to be under his own command, and capable of accommodating at least one hundred and fifty cabin passengers, will be selected, in which will be taken a select company, numbering not more than three-fourths of the ship’s capacity. There is good reason to believe that this company can be easily made up in this immediate vicinity, of mutual friends and acquaintances.



The steamer will be provided with every necessary comfort, including library and musical instruments.



An experienced physician will be on board.



Leaving New York about June 1st, a middle and pleasant route will be taken across the Atlantic, and passing through the group of Azores, St. Michael will be reached in about ten days. A day or two will be spent here, enjoying the fruit and wild scenery of these islands, and the voyage continued, and Gibraltar reached in three or four days.



A day or two will be spent here in looking over the wonderful subterraneous fortifications, permission to visit these galleries being readily obtained.



From Gibraltar, running along the coasts of Spain and France, Marseilles will be reached in three days. Here ample time will be given not only to look over the city, which was founded six hundred years before the Christian era, and its artificial port, the finest of the kind in the Mediterranean, but to visit Paris during the Great Exhibition; and the beautiful city of Lyons, lying intermediate, from the heights of which, on a clear day, Mont Blanc and the Alps can be distinctly seen. Passengers who may wish to extend the time at Paris can do so, and, passing down through Switzerland, rejoin the steamer at Genoa.



From Marseilles to Genoa is a run of one night. The excursionists will have an opportunity to look over this, the “magnificent city of palaces,” and visit the birthplace of Columbus, twelve miles off, over a beautiful road built by Napoleon I. From this point, excursions may be made to Milan, Lakes Como and Maggiore, or to Milan, Verona (famous for its extraordinary fortifications), Padua, and Venice. Or, if passengers desire to visit Parma (famous for Correggio’s frescoes) and Bologna, they can by rail go on to Florence, and rejoin the steamer at Leghorn, thus spending about three weeks amid the cities most famous for art in Italy.



From Genoa the run to Leghorn will be made along the coast in one night, and time appropriated to this point in which to visit Florence, its palaces and galleries; Pisa, its cathedral and “Leaning Tower,” and Lucca and its baths, and Roman amphitheater; Florence, the most remote, being distant by rail about sixty miles.



From Leghorn to Naples (calling at Civita Vecchia to land any who may prefer to go to Rome from that point), the distance will be made in about thirty-six hours; the route will lay along the coast of Italy, close by Caprera, Elba, and Corsica. Arrangements have been made to take on board at Leghorn a pilot for Caprera, and, if practicable, a call will be made there to visit the home of Garibaldi[4].



Rome [by rail], Herculaneum, Pompeii, Vesuvius, Vergil’s tomb, and possibly the ruins of Paestum can be visited, as well as the beautiful surroundings of Naples and its charming bay.



The next point of interest will be Palermo, the most beautiful city of Sicily, which will be reached in one night from Naples. A day will be spent here, and leaving in the evening, the course will be taken towards Athens.



Skirting along the north coast of Sicily, passing through the group of Aeolian Isles, in sight of Stromboli and Vulcania, both active volcanoes, through the Straits of Messina, with “Scylla” on the one hand and “Charybdis” on the other, along the east coast of Sicily, and in sight of Mount Etna, along the south coast of Italy, the west and south coast of Greece, in sight of ancient Crete, up Athens Gulf, and into the Piraeus, Athens will be reached in two and a half or three days. After tarrying here awhile, the Bay of Salamis will be crossed, and a day given to Corinth, whence the voyage will be continued to Constantinople, passing on the way through the Grecian Archipelago, the Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmora, and the mouth of the Golden Horn, and arriving in about forty-eight hours from Athens.



After leaving Constantinople, the way will be taken out through the beautiful Bosphorus, across the Black Sea to Sebastopol and Balaklava, a run of about twenty-four hours. Here it is proposed to remain two days, visiting the harbors, fortifications, and battlefields of the Crimea; thence back through the Bosphorus, touching at Constantinople to take in any who may have preferred to remain there; down through the Sea of Marmora and the Dardanelles, along the coasts of ancient Troy and Lydia in Asia, to Smyrna, which will be reached in two or two and a half days from Constantinople. A sufficient stay will be made here to give opportunity of visiting Ephesus, fifty miles distant by rail.



From Smyrna towards the Holy Land the course will lay through the Grecian Archipelago, close by the Isle of Patmos, along the coast of Asia, ancient Pamphylia, and the Isle of Cyprus. Beirut will be reached in three days. At Beirut time will be given to visit Damascus; after which the steamer will proceed to Joppa.



From Joppa, Jerusalem, the River Jordan, the Sea of Tiberias, Nazareth, Bethany, Bethlehem, and other points of interest in the Holy Land can be visited, and here those who may have preferred to make the journey from Beirut through the country, passing through Damascus, Galilee, Capernaum, Samaria, and by the River Jordan and Sea of Tiberias, can rejoin the steamer.



Leaving Joppa, the next point of interest to visit will be Alexandria, which will be reached in twenty-four hours. The ruins of Caesar’s Palace, Pompey’s Pillar, Cleopatra’s Needle, the Catacombs, and ruins of ancient Alexandria will be found worth the visit. The journey to Cairo, one hundred and thirty miles by rail, can be made in a few hours, and from which can be visited the site of ancient Memphis, Joseph’s Granaries, and the Pyramids.



From Alexandria the route will be taken homeward, calling at Malta, Cagliari (in Sardinia), and Palma (in Majorca), all magnificent harbors, with charming scenery, and abounding in fruits.



A day or two will be spent at each place, and leaving Parma in the evening, Valencia in Spain will be reached the next morning. A few days will be spent in this, the finest city of Spain.



From Valencia, the homeward course will be continued, skirting along the coast of Spain. Alicant, Carthagena, Palos, and Malaga will be passed but a mile or two distant, and Gibraltar reached in about twenty-four hours.



A stay of one day will be made here, and the voyage continued to Madeira, which will be reached in about three days. Captain Marryatt writes: “I do not know a spot on the globe which so much astonishes and delights upon first arrival as Madeira.” A stay of one or two days will be made here, which, if time permits, may be extended, and passing on through the islands, and probably in sight of the Peak of Teneriffe, a southern track will be taken, and the Atlantic crossed within the latitudes of the northeast trade winds, where mild and pleasant weather, and a smooth sea, can always be expected.



A call will be made at Bermuda, which lies directly in this route homeward, and will be reached in about ten days from Madeira, and after spending a short time with our friends the Bermudians, the final departure will be made for home, which will be reached in about three days.



Already, applications have been received from parties in Europe wishing to join the Excursion there.



The ship will at all times be a home, where the excursionists, if sick, will be surrounded by kind friends, and have all possible comfort and sympathy.



Should contagious sickness exist in any of the ports named in the program, such ports will be passed, and others of interest substituted.



The price of passage is fixed at $1,250, currency, for each adult passenger. Choice of rooms and of seats at the tables apportioned in the order in which passages are engaged; and no passage considered engaged until ten percent of the passage money is deposited with the treasurer.



Passengers can remain on board of the steamer, at all ports, if they desire, without additional expense, and all boating at the expense of the ship.



All passages must be paid for when taken, in order that the most perfect arrangements be made for starting at the appointed time.



Applications for passage must be approved by the committee before tickets are issued, and can be made to the undersigned.



Articles of interest or curiosity, procured by the passengers during the voyage, may be brought home in the steamer free of charge.



Five dollars per day, in gold, it is believed, will be a fair calculation to make for all traveling expenses onshore and at the various points where passengers may wish to leave the steamer for days at a time.



The trip can be extended, and the route changed, by unanimous vote of the passengers.



CHAS. C. DUNCAN, 117 WALL STREET, NEW YORK



R. R. G******, Treasurer







Committee on Applications



J. T. H*****, ESQ. R. R. G*****, ESQ. C. C. Duncan







Committee on Selecting Steamer



CAPT. W. W. S* * * *, Surveyor for Board of Underwriters



C. W. C******, Consulting Engineer for U.S. and Canada



J. T. H*****, Esq.



C. C. DUNCAN







P.S.—The very beautiful and substantial side-wheel steamship “Quaker City[3]” has been chartered for the occasion, and will leave New York June 8th. Letters have been issued by the government commending the party to courtesies abroad.






What was there lacking about that program to make it perfectly irresistible? Nothing that any finite mind could discover. Paris, England, Scotland, Switzerland, Italy—Garibaldi! The Grecian Archipelago! Vesuvius! Constantinople! Smyrna! The Holy Land! Egypt and “our friends the Bermudians”! People in Europe desiring to join the excursion—contagious sickness to be avoided—boating at the expense of the ship—physician on board—the circuit of the globe to be made if the passengers unanimously desired it—the company to be rigidly selected by a pitiless “Committee on Applications”—the vessel to be as rigidly selected by as pitiless a “Committee on Selecting Steamer.” Human nature could not withstand these bewildering temptations. I hurried to the treasurer’s office and deposited my ten percent. I rejoiced to know that a few vacant staterooms were still left. I did avoid a critical personal examination into my character by that bowelless committee, but I referred to all the people of high standing I could think of in the community who would be least likely to know anything about me.

Shortly a supplementary program was issued which set forth that the Plymouth Collection of Hymns[5] would be used on board the ship. I then paid the balance of my passage money.

I was provided with a receipt and duly and officially accepted as an excursionist. There was happiness in that but it was tame compared to the novelty of being “select.”

This supplementary program also instructed the excursionists to provide themselves with light musical instruments for amusement in the ship, with saddles for Syrian travel, green spectacles and umbrellas, veils for Egypt, and substantial clothing to use in rough pilgrimizing in the Holy Land. Furthermore, it was suggested that although the ship’s library would afford a fair amount of reading matter, it would still be well if each passenger would provide himself with a few guidebooks, a Bible, and some standard works of travel. A list was appended, which consisted chiefly of books relating to the Holy Land, since the Holy Land was part of the excursion and seemed to be its main feature.

Reverend Henry Ward Beecher was to have accompanied the expedition, but urgent duties obliged him to give up the idea. There were other passengers who could have been spared better and would have been spared more willingly. Lieutenant General Sherman was to have been of the party also, but the Indian war compelled his presence on the plains. A popular actress had entered her name on the ship’s books, but something interfered and she couldn’t go. The “Drummer Boy of the Potomac” deserted, and lo, we had never a celebrity left!

However, we were to have a “battery of guns” from the Navy Department (as per advertisement) to be used in answering royal salutes; and the document furnished by the Secretary of the Navy, which was to make “General Sherman and party” welcome guests in the courts and camps of the old world, was still left to us, though both document and battery, I think, were shorn of somewhat of their original august proportions. However, had not we the seductive program still, with its Paris, its Constantinople, Smyrna, Jerusalem, Jericho, and “our friends the Bermudians?” What did we care?












CHAPTER II.


Table of Contents



Occasionally, during the following month, I dropped in at 117 Wall Street to inquire how the repairing and refurnishing of the vessel was coming on, how additions to the passenger list were averaging, how many people the committee were decreeing not “select” every day and banishing in sorrow and tribulation. I was glad to know that we were to have a little printing press on board and issue a daily newspaper of our own. I was glad to learn that our piano, our parlor organ, and our melodeon were to be the best instruments of the kind that could be had in the market. I was proud to observe that among our excursionists were three ministers of the gospel, eight doctors, sixteen or eighteen ladies, several military and naval chieftains with sounding titles, an ample crop of “Professors” of various kinds, and a gentleman who had “COMMISSIONER OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO EUROPE, ASIA, AND AFRICA” thundering after his name in one awful blast! I had carefully prepared myself to take rather a back seat in that ship because of the uncommonly select material that would alone be permitted to pass through the camel’s eye of that committee on credentials; I had schooled myself to expect an imposing array of military and naval heroes and to have to set that back seat still further back in consequence of it maybe; but I state frankly that I was all unprepared for this crusher.

I fell under that titular avalanche a torn and blighted thing. I said that if that potentate must go over in our ship, why, I supposed he must—but that to my thinking, when the United States considered it necessary to send a dignitary of that tonnage across the ocean, it would be in better taste, and safer, to take him apart and cart him over in sections in several ships.

Ah, if I had only known then that he was only a common mortal, and that his mission had nothing more overpowering about it than the collecting of seeds and uncommon yams and extraordinary cabbages and peculiar bullfrogs for that poor, useless, innocent, mildewed old fossil the Smithsonian Institute, I would have felt so much relieved.

During that memorable month I basked in the happiness of being for once in my life drifting with the tide of a great popular movement. Everybody was going to Europe—I, too, was going to Europe. Everybody was going to the famous Paris Exposition—I, too, was going to the Paris Exposition. The steamship lines were carrying Americans out of the various ports of the country at the rate of four or five thousand a week in the aggregate. If I met a dozen individuals during that month who were not going to Europe shortly, I have no distinct remembrance of it now. I walked about the city a good deal with a young Mr. Blucher, who was booked for the excursion. He was confiding, good-natured, unsophisticated, companionable; but he was not a man to set the river on fire. He had the most extraordinary notions about this European exodus and came at last to consider the whole nation as packing up for emigration to France. We stepped into a store on Broadway one day, where he bought a handkerchief, and when the man could not make change, Mr. B. said:
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“Never mind, I’ll hand it to you in Paris.”

“But I am not going to Paris.”

“How is—what did I understand you to say?”

“I said I am not going to Paris.”

“Not going to Paris! Not g—— well, then, where in the nation are you going to?”

“Nowhere at all.”

“Not anywhere whatsoever?—not any place on earth but this?”

“Not any place at all but just this—stay here all summer.”

My comrade took his purchase and walked out of the store without a word—walked out with an injured look upon his countenance. Up the street apiece he broke silence and said impressively: “It was a lie—that is my opinion of it!”

In the fullness of time the ship was ready to receive her passengers. I was introduced to the young gentleman who was to be my roommate, and found him to be intelligent, cheerful of spirit, unselfish, full of generous impulses, patient, considerate, and wonderfully good-natured. Not any passenger that sailed in the Quaker City will withhold his endorsement of what I have just said. We selected a stateroom forward of the wheel, on the starboard side, “below decks.” It had two berths in it, a dismal dead-light, a sink with a washbowl in it, and a long, sumptuously cushioned locker, which was to do service as a sofa—partly—and partly as a hiding place for our things. Notwithstanding all this furniture, there was still room to turn around in, but not to swing a cat in, at least with entire security to the cat. However, the room was large, for a ship’s stateroom, and was in every way satisfactory.

The vessel was appointed to sail on a certain Saturday early in June.

A little after noon on that distinguished Saturday I reached the ship and went on board. All was bustle and confusion. [I have seen that remark before somewhere.] The pier was crowded with carriages and men; passengers were arriving and hurrying on board; the vessel’s decks were encumbered with trunks and valises; groups of excursionists, arrayed in unattractive traveling costumes, were moping about in a drizzling rain and looking as droopy and woebegone as so many molting chickens. The gallant flag was up, but it was under the spell, too, and hung limp and disheartened by the mast. Altogether, it was the bluest, bluest spectacle! It was a pleasure excursion—there was no gainsaying that, because the program said so—it was so nominated in the bond—but it surely hadn’t the general aspect of one.
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Finally, above the banging, and rumbling, and shouting, and hissing of steam rang the order to “cast off!”—a sudden rush to the gangways—a scampering ashore of visitors-a revolution of the wheels, and we were off—the pic-nic was begun! Two very mild cheers went up from the dripping crowd on the pier; we answered them gently from the slippery decks; the flag made an effort to wave, and failed; the “battery of guns” spake not—the ammunition was out.

We steamed down to the foot of the harbor and came to anchor. It was still raining. And not only raining, but storming. “Outside” we could see, ourselves, that there was a tremendous sea on. We must lie still, in the calm harbor, till the storm should abate. Our passengers hailed from fifteen states; only a few of them had ever been to sea before; manifestly it would not do to pit them against a full-blown tempest until they had got their sea-legs on. Toward evening the two steam tugs that had accompanied us with a rollicking champagne-party of young New Yorkers on board who wished to bid farewell to one of our number in due and ancient form departed, and we were alone on the deep. On deep five fathoms, and anchored fast to the bottom. And out in the solemn rain, at that. This was pleasuring with a vengeance.

It was an appropriate relief when the gong sounded for prayer meeting. The first Saturday night of any other pleasure excursion might have been devoted to whist and dancing; but I submit it to the unprejudiced mind if it would have been in good taste for us to engage in such frivolities, considering what we had gone through and the frame of mind we were in. We would have shone at a wake, but not at anything more festive.

However, there is always a cheering influence about the sea; and in my berth that night, rocked by the measured swell of the waves and lulled by the murmur of the distant surf, I soon passed tranquilly out of all consciousness of the dreary experiences of the day and damaging premonitions of the future.
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All day Sunday at anchor. The storm had gone down a great deal
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