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      The world and death are two of the most important issues connected with Martin Heidegger’s
         thought about Being. The proper philosophical conception of the world and the role
         played by death in human existence, engage him constantly in his early and later works
         as he takes up these themes repeatedly within different contexts and from various
         perspectives. Whether he is reflecting on the basic features of human existence or
         on the Being of artworks or on the nature of language, the issues of the world and
         death often emerge as the continuing enigmas and tasks of his thinking. With respect
         to the world, his philosophical inquiry goes beyond the simple conception of the world
         which treats it as a totality of everything that exists. He seeks to explicate the
         manner in which the world is conceived as a totality and the way in which it is essentially
         connected with the Being of the human entity. Thus, it is Heidegger’s conviction that
         the concept of the world has always been and always will be one of the fundamental
         issues of ontology and philosophical thinking in general. The issue of the meaning
         and implications of death for human existence is another major theme in Heidegger’s
         thought that recurs in all phases of his writings. His chief work Being and Time is distinguished by an original and controversial account of the presence of death
         in human existence. This meditation on death is followed by various supplementary
         treatments of the presence of the phenomenon of death in the scheme of things wherein
         its importance is emphasized as an essential ingredient of all rigorous philosophical
         contemplation.
      

      
      This book offers a comprehensive and original interpretation of Heidegger’s contribution
         to the philosophical elucidation of the concepts of the world and death. Our consideration
         ranges over all periods of Heidegger’s writings without ignoring or belittling his
         later works. Although there are numerous studies pertaining to these concepts of Heidegger
         in the secondary literature, the treatments of these perennial philosophical issues
         in his later works has received only scanty attention. Hence, there is a definite
         need for a comprehensive study of Heidegger’s various attempts to elucidate the philosophically
         enigmatic notions of world and death through the whole range of his early and later
         writings. This book seeks to fulfill that need and attempts to shed a new light on
         the philosophical problems connected with the investigations of these fundamental
         existential phenomena. It also makes the case for a thesis that Heidegger continued
         to unravel newer insights on world and death without abandoning or altering his basic
         ontological standpoints on the fundamental existential features of Dasein as outlined
         in Being and Time. It argues that there are no turns or radically new twists in Heidegger’s later thought
         which supplements with newer insights these ever inconclusive and indefinable philosophical
         notions from various points of departure. Without violating the challenging character
         of these perennial philosophical concepts, Heidegger tirelessly attempts to spell
         them out with the rigor of his thinking.
      

      
      The bulk of the book, that is, the first six chapters, is devoted to the problem of
         the world-concept as it appears in some of the most important earlier and later works
         of Heidegger. In the last two chapters the treatment of the phenomenon of death in
         Being and Time and some important later works is analyzed. The development of Heidegger’s standpoint
         on these concepts is studied independently of their interconnections, for the most
         part, although their essential bond is certainly acknowledged and analyzed wherever
         it is relevant to the problems at hand. Heidegger’s numerous attempts to unfold the
         worldhood of the world and to trace the implications of death throughout the entire
         body of his work have been thoroughly analyzed along with ongoing assessments of a
         sampling of secondary works. To our knowledge, thus far, no single book-length evaluation
         of Heidegger’s philosophical contributions has offered a comprehensive treatment of
         the world-concept that spans through all earlier and later works. Similarly, there
         are hardly any comprehensive treatments of Heidegger’s reflections on death that range
         over the entire body of his work and show death as one of the essential sources of
         the existential and ontological pursuits of his thought. Our study argues that death-contemplation
         is not only regarded as an essential step in all genuine philosophizing by Heidegger
         in the classical Socratean fashion, but also that he deemed it indispensable for a
         thinker’s response to the intimations of Being. The validity of this thesis is demonstrated
         in the last two chapters of this book. We have argued that Heidegger’s own work is
         a practical application of this bond between philosophy and death which is also a
         springboard for his existential and ontological investigations.
      

      
      Heidegger approaches the issue of the world-concept and death from various perspectives
         and various points of departure in his several works. Especially in his later works,
         he approaches these themes as part of his other related philosophical inquiries such
         as Dasein’s existence, the question concerning the ground of things, art and artworks,
         language, dwelling. Since it is indispensable to study these related concepts for
         a proper analysis of world and death, this book also serves as a general introduction
         to Heidegger’s thought. It covers all important themes, namely, existence, ground,
         art, language, dwelling, etc., in general as well as in their connection with the
         world and death. However, it is fully recognized that in Heidegger’s thought all issues
         converge in one basic issue, namely, Being. It means that all his investigations are
         ontologically interconnected. Hence, the possibility of a misinterpretation of his
         statements may arise if they are taken either out of context or independently of his
         all-important question of Being. At the same time, he often points toward his own
         position implicitly rather than explicitly by opposing the traditional metaphysical
         standpoints in a manner that very little is said positively about his own position.
         Furthermore, whenever he seems to repeat himself endlessly, he often does so to extricate
         the hidden and lost meaning of seemingly common words. Thus, his philosophical writing
         is not a delightful prose but painstakingly serves to convey his original insights.
         In our interpretation we have kept in mind all these mannerisms of Heidegger’s writing
         style.
      

      
      In the current secondary literature on Heidegger, for the most part, Being and Time has been given the most attention. This is also true with respect to themes of the
         worldhood of the world and death. Although, perhaps Being and Time deserves the attention it has received, this has also meant that Heidegger’s later
         attempts to define the world have not been deemed as important as the first one. Similarly,
         his later contemplations of death have scarcely received adequate attention. Our study
         has attempted to adopt a balanced approach toward the early and later thought of Heidegger
         and actively sought to highlight the connections between the two phases of his creative
         work. We have focused on all the works in which the issues of the world and death
         have been comprehensively treated by Heidegger, rather than commenting on each and
         every literal use of these terms in his corpus. The table of contents reflects the
         full range of works and themes covered in this book.
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      Dasein and the World

      
         
         1

         
      

      
      What is it that we call the “world”? Heidegger’s first major attempt to encounter
         this genuinely philosophical question is made in his chief work Being and Time.
         He asks this question within the purview of the “preparatory fundamental analysis
         of
         Dasein” which is carried out in this work so that the ground can be prepared for raising
         the all-important question of the meaning of Being. According to Heidegger, the question
         of Being is all-important for man because his very Being remains an “issue” and is
         not
         something factual or given. Furthermore, he emphasizes that it is only in the asking
         of
         the question of Being that philosophy is philosophy. His whole work stems from these
         convictions. In Being and Time, the foundations are laid for a new conception of
         the “world” and a significant contribution is made toward a philosophical understanding
         of this notion. Heidegger posits at the outset that world is neither an entity nor
         a
         totality of entities, and hence not something easy to define. He points out that the
         conception of the world as a grand object containing all existent objects is a notion
         brought about by the “subject-ism”[1] that has driven the career of western philosophy from Plato to Nietzsche.
         What, then, is the world? Heidegger suggests that to understand this, a “destruction”
         of
         traditional ontology must be carried out, and the relation between man and world must
         be
         rethought.
      

      
      In the introduction to Being and Time, it is made clear that the fundamental
         analysis of Dasein is neither complete nor final but “preparatory” toward reawakening
         the question of the meaning of Being (BT, 38, 49). It is no wonder, then that in his
         later writings Heidegger shifts the points of departure, employs new expressions,
         and
         improves upon the insights gained in Being and Time. This is true especially of
         the conception of the world. However, the basic insight of Being and Time is
         never abandoned or radically altered, but often restated in newer terms, and rethought
         from different starting points. It is, therefore, vital to understand thoroughly
         Heidegger’s basic position on the world concept in Being and Time in order to
         enable ourselves to view how he builds upon it in his later work to achieve the maturity
         of an original thinker.
      

      
      Heidegger’s choice of the term “Dasein” for human being seems to be based on several
         considerations. The word is commonly used in the German language for existence but
         not merely for human existence. Its literal meaning is “there-being” or being-there.
         The foremost consideration for Heidegger seems to be that the term is literally illustrative
         of the special relationship between there-being (or human being) and Being. The human
         being endowed with an understanding of “what is it to be” represents the presence
         of Being in such a way that in and through it Being of beings (all entities) shines
         forth. Dasein is the presencing field or presencing agent of Being. As Carman explains
      

      
      
         In appropriating the term (Dasein) for his own purposes, (Heidegger) is exploiting
            the conventional meanings but also drawing attention to what he regards as the
            essential relation between Dasein and Sein, that is human being and Being
            itself, . . . that human beings are defined in their being by their relation to
            Being, specifically by their understanding of Being.[2]
            
         

         
      

      The term is also appropriate to denote the humanity of each or all humans. It is a
         gender-free and race or culture-free term that is also free of the presuppositions
         of philosophical and religious traditions regarding man such as “the rational animal”
         or “the image of God,” etc. After having chosen an appropriate term for human being
         or for what humans fundamentally are, Heidegger’s next task is to highlight the basic
         existential features (Existenzialen) of the human entity.
      

      
      The preparatory fundamental analysis of Dasein begins with the identification of the
         most basic structure of human being, namely Being-in-the-world (In-der-welt-Sein)
         which is called an a priori and a “whole” structure (BT, 565). The insight is that
         the
         most striking thing about man’s being man is that he or she is a Being-in-the-world;
         without the world man can neither be what he is, nor comprehend himself, nor comprehend
         anything. Hence to learn about his Being we must understand his Being-in-the-world.
         Heidegger states repeatedly that Being-in-the-world is a unitary phenomenon, a “whole”
         phenomenal finding (Befund). In order to learn what it means, he considers the
         three constitutive items in the term, one by one, by investigating “(i) the ontological
         structure of the world and the idea of the worldhood (Weltlichkeit) as such (ii)
         the question of ‘who’ regarding Dasein . . . (iii) Being-in as such, i.e., the
         ontological constitution of ‘inhood’” (BT, 78, 79).
      

      
      Before taking up these special investigations, Heidegger makes some general and preliminary
         remarks about Being-in. He distinguishes between man’s Being-in (in the world), and
         Being contained of one entity in another, and emphasizes that Dasein has a Being quite
         distinct from that of entities that are intra-worldly. Being-in is an “existentiale”
         (Existenzial) or a state of Dasein’s Being. Citing from the linguistic research findings of Jacob
         Grimm, Heidegger points out that the term “in” is derived from the extinct verb “Innan”
         which means to reside, to dwell; “an” signifies “I am accustomed,” “I am familiar
         with,” “I look after something.” Since Dasein’s Being and Dasein’s mineness (Jemeinigkeit) are interconnected (BT, 68), in the meaning of ‘Ich bin’ (I am), “bin” is related to “bei,” and hence “Ich bin” implies “I reside,” “I dwell alongside.” Since “Sein” is the infinitive of “bin,” the Being part of “Being-in” means “to be familiar with,” “to reside alongside.”
         Hence this etymological analysis indicates that Being-in is a residing or dwelling
         alongside (the world) characterized by familiarity. This Being-in is very different,
         therefore, from Being inside of one entity in another.
      

      
      Heidegger stresses the need for understanding the special nature of Being-alongside
         (Sein-bei) the world that Dasein has, for Being-in-the-world as a primordial structure of Dasein’s
         Being must be perceived. Since no separate linguistic terms are available for describing
         this Being-alongside, and traditional ontological categories do not grasp “Being-in-the-world,”
         this examination is all the more important. Being-alongside of Dasein with the world
         is not at all comparable with “Being-present-at-hand-together” of things. Whenever
         man is taken as merely present-at-hand “in” the world, it amounts to a disregarding
         of his existential Being-in. This is not to say that Dasein has no presence-at-hand.
         This “facticity” can be understood “not by disregarding Dasein’s specific structures
         but only by understanding them in advance” (BT, 82). This is why Heidegger postpones
         the consideration of Dasein’s facticity at this stage. It is further pointed out that
         Dasein’s Being in space, too, is to be distinguished from the spatial co-occurrence
         of entities within the world. Dasein’s Being in space is based on its Being-in-the-world,
         and not vice versa.
      

      
      Man’s facticity is distinguished from that of things because man’s Being-in-the-world
         “has always dispersed (zerstreut) itself or even split itself up into definite ways of Being-in” (BT, 83), examples
         of which are producing something, attending something, using something, giving something,
         undertaking, considering, discussing something. All these ways of Being-in are marked
         by concern (Besorgen), according to Heidegger. He informs us that “concern” will be used as an “existentiale”
         and will designate that Being of a possible way of Being-in-the-world. The term is
         also etymologically related to “Care” (Sorge) which is called Dasein’s Being later in this analysis. Hence, it is important to
         notice that man’s Being toward the world
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