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The word carnage means great destruction of life (as in battle). This is the best way to describe what is happening in churches regarding the false prophetic movement. It is ‘killing’ people on a mass scale through all the lies. Ever wonder why the church is so lost, making no impact? Why is the church so susceptible to all kinds of gimmicks, led astray by the gurus and drinking from the witches’ brew? A lot of it has to do with the counterfeit prophetic movement, and because many of the true prophets have become silent or have withdrawn from the battlefield. 

After all, you reap what you sow. False prophets have been sowing a lot of deception into the church soil, and thus we have reaped its destruction. Hosea 8:7 says, "For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind." To reap the whirlwind is a warning that we must expect to suffer serious consequences as a result of our bad actions. The church is suffering because of evil intent and selfish ambition in her ranks. So many in the church these days are treading on the sown seed (God’s Word). They trample on the good soil while also planting thorns and thistles.  

We need to take note and be aware that the devil is trying to destroy the authenticity and integrity of the true prophetic for the devil to establish his pseudo-religion of new age teachings and the occult. Apostasy lurks around every corner and in the shadows of the pulpit. The devil wants to silence the prophets, for the true prophet possesses such divine discernment and expressions of truth that operate to expose the agenda of the serpent. 

We can see how the false, the uncommon, the impure, the unholy and the vile have entered through the church doors. To prevent such exposure, the prophetic needs to be silenced, and this is done through attacking the prophetic servants. The devil shall use any means possible to unravel the voice of God on earth. And so through such a diabolical agenda, the serpent has been trying to replace the true prophetic order with a false one. By trying to silence or negate the true prophetic order, the devil’s wicked agenda can flourish and take root.

If you cannot bribe a prophet to look the other way, or to forsake his duty, or to speak lies, you replace him. This has been happening in churches, where 'prophets' are used like the mafia to 'protect' the kingpin of the church. They are used to control the masses, to brainwash, to instil fear and to prevent the truth from being set free.

We need to abide in the Vine to abide in the truth, lest we be swept away by the false prophetic and become of its carnage. This is important because people love to run to “prophets”, and so set themselves up for deception. God deals with the church with the prophetic voice, but the devil has countered this reality with the false movement, which only sows destruction and heresy. We need to be so careful of such deception and not to be led astray.

Ahab, the embodiment of evil in his days as king alongside his wife Jezebel, also tried to silence God’s prophetic servant Elijah. The prophet did flee the intended wickedness of the king, but in his restoration, God said to him the following in “1 Kings 19:18 Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” Oh yes, the devil will try his best to destroy the true prophetic voice, but he will not succeed. There are plenty of such servants who have not bowed the knee to his seductions and devilish suggestions!

It is perilous indeed when such a pseudo-order, or a counterfeit order posing as the real deal, is allowed to operate, but it is happening. This is why the prophets need to stand their ground for the sake of the soul of the church. The good fight needs to be waged, lest divination destroys ad devours without remorse. 

The true prophet has the means and the ability to discern, to see and to recognise what is true and what is false. Like Jeremiah who was called to tear down and uproot, the true prophet carries the insight and the prophetic wisdom to discern what needs to be uprooted and what needs to be planted. The true prophetic in these days is very much about exposing the false order, the satanic agenda and speaking correction according to the will and truth of God.

The Church deems the prophetic as only useful to declare and utter personal prophecies, or to provide edification or to supposedly loosen the riches of this world. The church has cheapened the function of the prophet. The prophet sees, discerns, smells and knows what is fraudulent, pretentious, and hypocritical and cunningly wicket. And the prophet will be able to address it by speaking the true commanded and perfect will of God. Yes, the true prophet will bring correction and rebuke, where needed. The prophet will also uproot, but at the same time, by the truth of God, to also plant and establish what has been broken. The devil surely doesn’t want this. He surely does not want the prophetic eyes and spiritual senses to detect his dastardly plans and schemes. But for such a time the prophet has been called and to also walk in unity with the apostles, the pastors (shepherds), teachers and evangelists to bring order, truth and the whole counsel of God to the church and the world. 

We are living in the days of Balaam and his error as a prophet. The story of Balaam and his talking donkey is found in Numbers 22. Balaam was a pagan prophet who practised divination and other magic arts, led Israel into apostasy, and was identified as a greedy, unscrupulous man by Peter and Jude (2 Peter 2:15 –16; Jude 1:11). Fearing the encroaching Israelites, King Balak of Moab sent for Balaam and enlisted his aid in repelling the Israelites by cursing them. The Lord spoke to Balaam and told him to refuse to go to Balak, although the Lord relented under the condition that Balaam would speak only His words. So Balaam saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab back to Balak.

But knowing Balaam’s heart, the Lord’s anger burned against Balaam for what He knew was Balaam’s rebelliousness, and He sent an angel with a drawn sword to bar his way. Although Balaam couldn’t see the angel, his donkey could, and she tried to discontinue the journey by going off the path, crushing Balaam’s foot against the wall and lying down on the path. Angered by her behaviour, Balaam used his staff to beat the donkey three times. Then in Numbers 22:28, we learn that “the Lord opened the donkey’s mouth, and she said to Balaam, ‘What have I done to you to make you beat me these three times?’” Then Balaam and the donkey proceeded to have a conversation about the situation, with Balaam angrily berating the donkey, after which the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes to see the angel and understand why his journey was stopped.

We are living in the days of false prophets who seek their own gain like Balaam. Micah 3 says (a word against Judah): 11 Her heads judge for a bribe, her priests teach for pay, and her prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on the Lord, and say, “Is not the Lord among us? No harm can come upon us.” Micah 3 sums up exactly what is happening these days as well. The counterfeit prophetic movement engages at times in divination (sorcery) for profit, while others are simply talking out of the flesh or the imagination.

We are living in the days where the motivation of the prophets are skewed and misplaced. We are living in the days when the prophets are acting as prophetic jackasses because they have become spiritually blind to the truth. In the days of Balaam, God had to send a real jackass to speak and guide the prophet because the prophet couldn’t see the truth! What a woeful situation when the donkey of all creatures had to speak the prophetic word and declare the prophetic reality to the prophetic who was acting like a jackass in his rebellion against God. Just as Balaam was angry at the donkey, just so prophets have become rebellious against God, for they seek their profit and they want to go their own way. Yet these prophets like Balaam are blind to the truth, to the reality of God, and their hearts have turned away from God’s truth and way. To be a prophet is not about the profit, but about the glory of God!

The church is in a mess because of spiritually blind and rebellious prophets like Balaam. What will wake up the church? Maybe the Lord must send more donkeys to speak to us so that we stop acting like a jackass when it comes to God’s Word and His Will! In such terrible times, the Lord is seeking those with a heart and a voice for the Kingdom. He is raising an army that refuses to be silent, who will not flinch in times of trial or tribulation, will not shy away when faced with evil and who will not compromise His Truth. For this army will rebuild the ruins of God’s watchtowers, and they will rebuild the walls of his Kingdom as they declare liberty to the captive and freedom for the brokenhearted. They move in the power of the Spirit to declare the Gospel of the Kingdom! They are rising for what the Lord calls them. These are the days of the valley of dry bones, for the Spirit is breathing life into those who have been called and who have been faithful, yet they feel withered, dry and dead. 

Indeed, the Lord is calling sons and daughters who seek no recognition, award, reward, praise or applause. For they are like John the Baptist, for these are the days of “Matthew 3: (KJV) 1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

For such are days again for those who have a true heart of the Kingdom are and will cry repent, for indeed the coming of the Lord is upon us! For such sons and daughters of the Kingdom are and will prepare the way of the Lord. And such prophets are desperately needed – they who can see, discern and know. Prophets of valour and boldness to speak against the spiritual tyranny, the apostasy ad the rebellion. 

They shall make straight the paths of the Lord! They shall declare His Holiness, His righteousness, and they shall not shy away from the cross, mock the Blood, for they are sold out, they are ready, they are willing, and they have bent their knee to the true Lord and King. They shall remain standing in the storm, they shall remain standing when the mountains shake, and they shall remain standing when the world flees to hide from the majesty of the Lord! For they, who speak in His Voice, know it is not about them, but about the Lord! It is not about their pleasure, their gain, their truth, their plans, their dreams, but it is about the plan, purpose and the truth of the everlasting Kingdom!

Let us understand that John the Baptist was around 30 years of age until his calling was finally realised. Can we imagine how long he must have wandered the wilderness, crying out, yet nobody heard him? Yet in this time, out of season, he remained loyal to his calling and purpose. There was no one to comfort him, to exhort him, to praise him, to reward him – no, he kept true to his calling in and out of season. How the Lord calls for a prophetic people who will seek obedience to their calling more than the reward, more than any praise or recognition! John lived on wild honey and locusts to survive – yet for his obedience, he was rewarded not with great wealth, but with great praise from the Lord Himself! It says in “Matthew 11: 11 Verily I say unto you, among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Lord seeks true prophets, who, like John, sacrificed it all, who lost themselves for the sake of His Glory and laid it all down to gain the great honour of beholding the Lord in His Glory. For John’s obedience, toiling for years in the wilderness, he was allowed to baptise Jesus! Yes, there is a great reward for those who seek the Lord above all, no matter the cost or the price. The Lord calls for dedication, perseverance and endurance in faith.

Understand, John came proclaiming the truth of the Kingdom – not the truth of any church or man. It was the message from the King Himself. The Lord is raising prophets who speak with the heart of the Kingdom and who speak the message of the King. This is not a message that will glorify any church group or denomination, but a message that glorifies God and that will raise the Bride out of the ashes of religion and man-made mediocrity, tradition and culture. It is they who walk in His glory, and who seek not their glory. It is they who seek the treasures of heaven, not the riches of the earth. It is they who move in the Spirit, who are led by the Spirit and who fear not man but they fear God.

For John was not a rich man. He was not adorned. He did not live in a luxury house. His ministry was only for a short while, but during all the trials, he remained faithful. For he understands the Kingdom is not of wealth, prosperity, riches, fame, popularity, self-enrichment, self-glorification, but the Kingdom is about the Lamb who died for all to be saved, and he knew this was a Kingdom of power that will set free those who believe from the tyranny of darkness here on earth and forevermore! The Gospel is the truth of the eternal King, who has laid down His life so that all who believe will be saved.

This is the Kingdom! This is the Gospel for which John died and he defended. The Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus preached. A Kingdom Gospel of Life. Not a gospel of buildings, status, appraisal, religion, of agendas, no, it was the Gospel of a King that will shed His Blood so that mankind may be free from its fallen ways and from the ways of the devil. For this Gospel, John braved the wilderness – alone and for a long time. He lived in solitude and he lived by eating locusts and honey because he was consumed by the Gospel of the Kingdom. He knew his purpose and was driven by nothing else. What does the Kingdom mean to us? Is it a Gospel that we will die for, no matter the cost or the sacrifice, or is this a mere Gospel of self-gratification, of self-accumulation and self-worth?

The Lord is raising prophets like John the Baptist who lived for nothing else but the King of Heaven. John lived for nothing else than the truth of the Gospel. God is raising men and women with the singular vision and determination of John. They will not back down. They do not seek to be pampered. They realise this is not about fortune, fame or riches. They can only speak to a few, and their ministry may be short-lived, but they know it is about faithfulness, obedience and their love for the King!  For John, as a prophet, lived a humble life, so the Lord calls for humility, He calls for sacrifice, He calls for utmost dedication, for our God is an all-consuming fire and He is a jealous God!

Quite a while ago, the Lord warned about ‘Herod’ in the church, and how this connects directly with the prophetic. Herod is the epitome of the religious intent and motivation that is so prevalent in the churches. It was prevalent in Europe during the bloody Crusades, the holy wars and the inquisitions. Herod tried to kill Jesus, and this religious lust for power still today seeks to close the gate of heaven (see the seven woes of Jesus in Matthew 23) to seekers of Christ, tries to kill Jesus in people’s hearts, and continues to seduce people to worship idols.

Many in the Church walk in this way of Herod, for religion prevails and so does self-glorification and self-exaltation. Church programmes, church ideas and methods at times quench the move of the Spirit and the move of the Lord in general. But the Lord said that Herod had been exposed. His evil deeds and ways have come to light. Herod tried to kill Jesus, for the religious intent is vile and murderous, seeking to destroy and devour.

For the Lord also spoke about how the prophetic head was cut off – it was the head of John the Baptist, and it was placed upon a silver platter [betrayal]. The beheading was ordered by Herod! We have to keep in mind that the religious order of deceit and murder will always rebel against God’s Word as spoken through the prophet. Herod still today represents those in the Church who resist God’s true word, for God’s Word challenges and exposes what is false and the counterfeit. It will always resist the true prophetic and the true order of God. Once, the enemy tried to silence the prophetic by beheading John the Baptist, and the enemy still seeks to silence the true voice of the Lord in the church and on earth. Yet God shall expose the betrayal and He shall strengthen His prophets to speak, to stand their ground and not to be silent as in the days of Elijah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Isaiah and Daniel.

The Lord showed how He is taking that head and putting it back on the body! So the Lord says He is restoring the PROPHETIC ‘BODY’ (as a functioning organism submitted to God) in the Church. But this time, the prophetic will no longer be decapitated, because to spiritually decapitate means to spiritually silence the prophetic voice, to blind the prophetic sight, to deafen the prophetic hearing and to cloud the prophetic mind within the Church.

Jesus is the HEAD of the church. John the Baptist baptised the Lord and was called to make straight the path of Jesus. By decapitating John, the enemy tried to SEPARATE the pending union of the HEAD (Christ) and the BODY (that would emerge as a holy priesthood following the death of Christ) by silencing the prophetic voice and trying to cease the ministry of the prophet. The enemy thus also tried to stop the ministry of Christ, which is beautifully expressed in John 3:16, and thus the fulfilment of prophetic decelerations as uttered in the Old Testament. Yet Christ fulfilled His ministry, fulfilling the Law and the prophetic Word. Still today the enemy seeks to silence the prophetic that makes straight the path for God’s truth, glorifying Jesus as the Head of the Church, yet such a voice shall not be silenced. Such a prophetic voice will continue to declare what is true, pure and holy. It will continue to address what is impure, deceitful, unlawful and wicked. For such wickedness was embodied in Herod.

Let us understand prophetically that the counterfeit order has tried to replace the HEAD of the Church (Jesus) with its ‘head of operations' (CEOs and spiritual leaders masquerading as workers of righteousness). We are talking about a false order. We still see it so often in churches where spiritual leaders deem themselves to be like demi-gods, and they love to draw a great following unto themselves. Yet with the church, we are called to follow not man but Christ and Christ alone! If believers in a church end up following the spiritual leader instead of solely and primarily Jesus, then this is not a true church. In a true church, Jesus is the head, and everything that happens is to glorify Jesus. Every sermon, every word of teaching, every action, every behaviour, and every conduct within the church should be to glorify Jesus and never a man.

Herod prophetically showed the intent of the enemy by decapitating the prophet, for the prophetic will always expose the counterfeit order and the counterfeit head of operations. Jesus made it clear in John 10 that He is the Good Shepherd, and you simply cannot enjoy true spiritual redemption until you go through Him. For Jesus is the door to the Father, and He is the mediator between the Father and mankind. He is the head of operations when it comes to the church. All other ‘heads’ of power and authority are thus false and deceitful. It is also demonic, for we then defy God as the rightful head of the church, and thus we engage in a rebellion which is like the sin of witchcraft.

No more says the Lord! He is restoring prophetic utterance, guidance, sight, understanding and discernment. For the prophetic shall be part of the holy priesthood, fully connected to the HEAD of the Church. This is not the time for the prophetic to lose their ‘heads’ over intimidations, threats, ridicule, mockery and deception, but to stand on the Word of God like nothing before. No more shall there be a silencing, and no more shall there be a decapitation.  For once, Herod triumphed over John, just as the serpent once beguiled Adam and Eve, but now the restored prophetic voice speaks again over Herod and all things wicked! This time, the table is turned, and this time, Herod shall flee, and if Herod chooses not to listen, he shall be ‘decapitated’, meaning silenced and dethroned like Saul was dethroned and like Solomon’s kingdom was torn into two. Such is the time and the season. It is a time of dethroning and enthroning.

The prophetic order cannot be passive anymore, as apostasy, idolatry, and wickedness are rife in the world. The watchmen can no longer be passive. We live in perilous times. We need to be alert and aware of the dangers. We can no longer condone the immorality in the church and the world. We can no longer advocate spiritual idolatry, adulation and fornication. Such things have led to the ministry of Ichabod, where God is absent from such a venture. We can no longer draw into our world, be demilitarized and become inactive. We can no longer stand back and watch as the spirit of this world destroys its children.

We have to remember that everything the devil does according to John 10:10 is to steal, destroy and kill. So anything we speak outside of God’s will and not by His leading and guidance adds fuel to this demonic fire. For only in God do we find life. God has always intended for the prophetic to produce life, for the prophetic is the mouthpiece of God’s will, His truth, His purposes and plans. Anything that falls outside the voice of God will ultimately not liberate, for it will only enslave. The truth of God sets free (Matthew 8:32), and such truth is spoken by the true prophet. If not, you have to doubt the source. It is that simple.

A true prophet seeks only the truth of God and to speak such a truth. For such truth, compared to divination and lies, has a point, it is wisdom, it is of worth and produces something of great worth and value! Deuteronomy 18:22 still applies. “When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.” The true prophetic word does produce the intended purpose of God, for it has been spoken by God, and such a word shall not return empty unto God (Isaiah 55:11). Anything else will produce a different purpose void of God’s will and blessing.

Through the counterfeit prophetic movement, we find that people’s actions, behaviour and thoughts have become enslaved by lies and deception. The devil wants to sow confusion, and he wants people to doubt and question God. He wants people to embrace a false reality. He wants people to be led astray. 

And the false words pretending to be prophetic have proven to be a perfect vehicle, for if we do not use great discernment, we will easily be seduced by it and then be enslaved. After all, the very nature of the devil is to seduce, manipulate and deceive. If you are told a lie and act upon a lie, you are then deceived and will bear the fruit of deception. Whenever a word is spoken out of the flesh or the imagination or even by a seducing spirit (1 Timothy 4:1), it produces deception. And such deception enslaves, and even worse, it sows confusion.

The true prophetic overflows from wisdom, which, according to the same chapter of James, says, “17 pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.” So the true prophetic sows purity and peace and brings forth good fruits, unlike the counterfeit movement that produces fruits of the flesh and sows confusion. In the true prophetic, we find mercy, unlike in the counterfeit movement of deception and divination.

The apostles and the prophets have always acted as the mouthpiece of God. They have laid the foundation of God’s truth, His Word, His ways and His Kingdom. And still today, contrary to popular belief and assumptions, the apostles and prophets still exist. They do not ADD to the foundation, for the foundation has been laid, but they uphold the foundation, defend it, proclaim it, and reveal its true nature and purpose. 

They seek not to build for their gain or glory, but to exalt the Builder Himself – Jesus – He who has built all into the holy priesthood of God. For this reason, we read in “Acts 2: 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptised; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly IN THE APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE AND FELLOWSHIP, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”

Only when we move in God’s will, in His Spirit and truth, can we remain standing on the true foundation and uphold it. Anything else is foolishness and dangerous. The false prophetic movement is right now continuing to present a different foundation of truth, and many are embracing it and trusting their lives to it. Yet when the storms come and when the fire of God falls as on Mount Carmel, then such a foundation is found wanting. Just so the work of the Pharisees and Sadducees, who held onto the Law, was found wanting. 

Jesus said to them in “Matthew 23: 25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 Even so, you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

We read in “Micah 3: 5 Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who make my people stray; who chant “Peace” While they chew with their teeth, but who prepare war against him who puts nothing into their mouths: 6 “Therefore you shall have night without vision, and you shall have darkness without divination; the sun shall go down on the prophets, and the day shall be dark for them. 7 So the seers shall be ashamed, and the diviners abashed; indeed they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer from God.” 

God acted harshly against the false prophets in the Old Testament, and He still does today. For those who pretend to be speaking God’s Word, or those who pretend through being deceived themselves that they are seeing visions even if God has not spoken, must know that they are playing with fire. God shall not be mocked, and He is not fooled. To proclaim a false word – intentionally or unintentionally - is very dangerous, for it breeds deception and upholds not God’s foundational truths.

Indeed, the true prophet knows the true foundation of God’s Kingdom and adheres to it and declares it. The true prophet does not challenge it or build another one. It is the foundation that has forever existed. Revelation 13:8 declares, “All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” Those who truly follow God follow the Lamb who was slain to uphold the foundation, for He is the foundation! 

How we need prophets of spiritual identity, like Elijah, who will not be afraid of the perils of the night or the terrors of the devil. To Ezekiel, the Lord said when sending the prophet to a rebellious house in Ezekiel 2, “6 “And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house. 7 You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or whether they refuse, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” How we need prophets like Ezekiel! Prophets who are not afraid of the words of man, and prophets who speak out and expose rebellion, instead of advocating such wicked intent!

The devil’s strategy has been to cause great confusion and deception through the prophetic office by sowing misunderstandings. He has used the prophetic as a vehicle to spread lies, deceptions, and confusion, and he has used the prophetic to misdirect. The Church is in a state of apostasy because there has been no clear prophetic guidance, even though it seems we are overwhelmed with “prophetic” guidance. Yet there is no clarity but greater confusion because the guidance is not prophetic but driven by emotion, selfish needs or even worse, a more sinister purpose. People are receiving words left, right and centre, and everybody is speaking over nations and spiritual leaders. And amid this “noise” of muddled utterances that carry little truth or prophetic weight, the true prophets speak. Yet, because of the lack of discernment, one finds in the church there is little discernment regarding what the true voice of the Lord leads compared to those who speak by the flesh, imagination, or even a demonic spirit.

Today the prophets are in high demand in churches, not because they speak the unconditional truth of God, declaring God’s truth, His standard of holiness, correction or judgment, but because they hold the supposed key to addressing a crisis in someone’s life, to offer a breakthrough, to bring forth what the person wishes and will. The misguided or even false prophet will often try to profit or make a gain out of such a situation, speaking what people want to hear. 

Because of this distorted view that believers have of the prophetic – reducing it to fortune cookie utterances – so many in the church become prophets. They declare themselves so because the “prophet” in the eyes of the modern-day apostate church is popular, and people love to be around them. They are popular and hold a great influence because they are seen as the answer to the solution, the breakthrough and that the prophet can, by his utterance, meet the needs and wants of the person asking for a ‘word”.

This is the muck in which the prophetic finds itself. The prophetic itself has emerged in apostasy, and so many tag themselves with the prophetic label to be seen, to be heard and to be famous. Many “prophets” are making huge sums of money, as they milk congregants for the “use” of the “prophetic gift or office”. Money is thrown at them for a word, for a revelation, an utterance, for surely they are hearing from God and surely they are speaking what God is revealing. Sadly, many times this is not the case. They speak not for God. They speak not as He leads. They speak out of the flesh, out of the imaginations of the mind, out of carnality and even by a different spirit all for the sake of “sounding prophetic”. After all, there is plenty of money in the prophetic, and so many “prophets” become famous, “adorned”, loved, and yes, to the point of idolised. 

The reality is that so many of these so-called “prophets” may love the Lord, but they are not called to be in the office, and they are not called in the gift. Yet, they proclaim it so. Again, some may have the calling but are still on the journey to be commissioned. Those who are not at all led to being in the office, yet pretend to do so, will take the next fatal step - fake it. And yes, there are plenty of those who have mastered the art of faking the prophetic, mumbling revelations, or giving a “word” for someone who is murky and lacks any substance at best. Yet, the “prophet” uses many “tricks” to fool and beguile, such as the use of one’s voice, movements of the hands, along with the subtle use of background music, lights and even smoke. All of this is done to hide the fact that they are not speaking as the Spirit leads, because truly, if they stand not in the office yet pretend to do so, then the Spirit of the Lord will not be present.

These pretenders and so-called prophets get away with all the mumbling, foolish behaviour, trickery, and at times occult practices, because of the lack of discernment among believers. They, therefore, thrive, for they have mastered the trick of saying what people want to hear, and so they soar in reputation because of ignorance and spiritual impoverishment. 

Take a look at what it says in "Ezekiel 13: 17 Now you, son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people who are prophesying out of [the wishful thinking of] their mind (inspiration). Prophesy against them 18 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Woe to the women who fasten magic (protective) charms on all wrists and make veils for the heads of those of every stature to capture [human] lives! Will you capture the lives of My people but keep your own? 19 You have profaned Me among My people [in payment] for handfuls of barley and pieces of bread, killing people who should not die and giving [a guarantee of] life to those who should not live, because of your lies to My people who pay attention to lies.”” 20 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am against your magic bands [and veils] by which you hunt [human] lives as birds and I will tear them from your arms; and I will let the lives you hunt go free, even those lives whom you hunt as birds. 21 I will also tear off your [pagan] veils and rescue My people from your hands, and they will no longer be in your grip to be hunted and trapped. Then you will know [without any doubt] that I am the Lord. 22 Because you disheartened the righteous with falsehood when I did not cause him grief, but have encouraged the wicked not to turn from his wicked way and preserve his life, 23 therefore, you women will no longer see false visions or practice divinations, and I will rescue My people from your hand. Then you will know [without any doubt] that I am the Lord.”

Ezekiel 13 speaks of something very true and also frightening. It portrays those who are engaging in the counterfeit prophetic movement as being hunters, thus hunting lives. They hunt lives for personal gain and self-profit, thus their agenda is not to glorify the Lord but to exalt the Self. This Scripture may apply partly to women, but in our modern context, it applies to all who speak not as the Holy Spirit leads. The Lord speaks in this Scripture of a people who hunts and captures human lives through deception and spiritual manipulation, thus witchcraft, therefore the reference to veils and magic bands (charms). It is also interesting the reference to these false prophets who hunt people as if they are hunting birds, which reminds of Psalm 91 which speaks of the fowler’s snare. 

Deuteronomy 30 admonishes us to choose life or death, yet we choose death when we choose false words that enslave us. We choose the path of death when we fall prey to the hunter, who seeks to capture human lives. God’s intention is for us to be delivered from the work of the false prophets and their devious words, yet if we fail to discern through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we fall victim to such devious allure and spiritual darkness. There are many false prophets in the world today, and many of them are in the churches, some deceived themselves. Some have been called to the office of the calling of the prophet, but are grounded not in the Word and so still speak more out of the flesh than the Holy Spirit. Either way, if they are intentionally or unintentionally deceiving, their words remain dangerous for it will ensnare and captivate. 

Primarily, such a word captivates our mind, thus polluting our soul which negatively impacts our spiritual life. The enemy wants us to walk in a state of double-mindedness, being confused regarding God’s Truth, and so we are led astray to walk a different path than the path intended by God. False words and prophecies can cause lethal and devastating changes in behaviour, mindsets, beliefs, convictions, and one’s spiritual fortitude.

Proverbs 6:5 Tear yourself away like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter and like a bird from the hand of the fowler.

This should also be our attitude. We must remain in the Lord, and walk by the Spirit so that we can walk in discernment and truth. Thus we shall be delivered from the hands of the hunter and the entrapment of the fowler. Yet sadly, in churches, many remain deceived and fall prey, thus are hunted and entrapped. Paul writes in “2 Timothy 3 verse 13: But evil men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived”. Indeed, such as the state of the false prophets, not just in the world but in the church, for they are going from bad to worse, constantly deceiving and being deceived.

Thus Ezekiel 13 should be a wake-up call. Still, the false prophets with their pagan branded message dishearten the righteous, and lead so many astray and into captivity. Also, take note that magic bands are also translated as charms. A charm can be seen as a small ornament worn on a necklace or bracelet, designed to achieve a purpose through magic. Now, we also get the word charming, as in someone charming, which is the power or quality of delighting, attracting, or fascinating others. This is the design and purpose of charms in the context of magic – to achieve a devious purpose through attraction and fascination. We speak of someone being charming for the quality they attract and they fascinate. And this is the quality also of many false prophets – they are charming. The words they speak are charming. They speak words that delight, fascinate and attract a person to the word and the speaker of the word. Yet the purpose remains clear – a false prophet appears charming because they ultimately cast a spell through deception, falseness and yes, at times, demonically inspired messages. 

Ezekiel 13 also speaks of “tearing off the veil” of such false prophets. It is time that God exposes the so-called prophets who appear so holy, so true, and so sincere by removing the veil of hypocrisy and deception. The Amplified Bible speaks of the veil as being pagan, for this is the reality of how false prophets operate. Remember, any message that comes not from God is opposed to the eternal Kingdom and is thus pagan. Also, take note that by design, false words and prophecies blind spiritually, for it causes confusion and deception. And to be blind speaks of putting a veil over someone’s eyes. A key characteristic of the prophetic is thus to cause spiritual blindness, through the process of subtle manipulation that appears so charming.   

There is thus a clear counterfeit movement happening in the churches when it comes to the prophetic. One of the characteristics of such a movement is that prophecy is used for self-promotion, instead of always glorifying Jesus and being Jesus-centered. Satan plays on the human ego and pride. God calls us to humble ourselves before Him and promises that He will then raise us. Demons, on the other hand, tell us how great, wonderful, and significant we are in ourselves. The ultimate goal of prophecy is to point people to Jesus. This was confirmed by the heavenly being who was at John's side as they observed the vast heavenly host worshipping and praising God. Overwhelmed at the sight, John fell at the feet of his heavenly escort to worship him, who stopped him and said, "See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brothers who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" (Revelation 19:10).

John 16:14 said of the Holy Spirit that He will glorify only Jesus, and the Spirit will take from Jesus and declare it to the disciples. Therefore, the Holy Spirit is certainly not going to promote a prophet, teacher, angel or any other creature. Jesus is the only Saviour, Healer and Lord, and the Holy Spirit is here to point people to Him. When people use prophecy to put themselves and their movement in the limelight, it is a warning sign that they have strayed from the biblical pattern.

The counterfeit movement also speaks about foolishness. We read in "Hosea chapter 9: The days of punishment have come; The days of recompense have come. Israel knows! The prophet is a fool, The spiritual man is insane, Because of the greatness of your iniquity and great enmity. 8 The watchman of Ephraim is with my God; But the prophet is a fowler’s snare in all his ways— Enmity in the house of his God."

The chapter in Hosea, according to the Amplified, is translated as follows: 

The prophet is [considered] a fool; The man [of God] who is inspired is [treated as if] demented, Because of the abundance of your wickedness and guilt, and because your deep antagonism [toward God and the prophets] is so great.

Hosea (active 750-722 BC) was a prophet of the kingdom of Israel. He called on Israel to repent its sins of apostasy and warned of the judgment to come from God. Of course, as with so many other prophets, the people did not listen. It is shocking how the Lord says that the prophet in the days of Hosea was foolish and, even worse, the spiritual man insane. Such foolishness of the prophets was echoed by Ezekiel in "chapter 13:3 Thus says the Lord God: “Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing!"

It says in "Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. Thus, the so-called prophets in the days of Hosea ultimately despised the wisdom and instruction of the Lord. This is how foolishness sets in. Jesus said in Matthew 7:26 “But everyone
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