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Godbodyism is the fifth instalment in Shahidi Islam’s Black Divinity Series. In it you will learn what the story of Adam can teach us about Black progress in the world today. To purchase now click the buy button at your online store or e-retailer.
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Godbodyism

This book is dedicated to the Gods and Goddesses of the foundation,

who dwell in a Nation of love, peace, and happiness
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The current Black Divinity Series was originally written to create a new kind of Black theology: a Black Godbody Theology. The starting point for this theology is that all Black people are divine, yet this concept of Black divinity actually has a long history. It was first articulated by the ancient Ethiopians over twenty-eight millennia ago, in a land that was called in times past Ta Neteru (the land of the gods and goddesses). The message was then continued on in ancient Egypt by the various mystical traditions, around another nine millennia ago; and by the ancient Hebrew mystical traditions over three millennia ago. The message was eventually lost to the Hebrews during their many exiles, but it was still maintained in ancient Egypt and ancient Ethiopia over the vast centuries.

Then came the Baptist to revive among the Judeans the understanding of Black divinity. He would also start a liberation movement among the Judeans, predicting the coming of someone after him, in his own lifetime, who would bring the people back to their Black divinity through a baptism into holiness and into a fully independent monarchy. The very Messiah he prophesied, would continue on that message, which after his disappearance splintered off into several separate branches.

The mystics among his followers were called the gnostics and they combined the Messiah’s message with the ancient Egyptian philosophy. The gnostic message thereby continued the idea of Black divinity secretly and underground during a time when even the mainstream messianic movement was also underground (due mainly to heavy persecution). Unfortunately, when the messianic movement, finally, did gain legality it was only the mainstream version. Gnosticism, however, would remain an outlaw movement, thus driving them even further underground.

At that time, within the mainstream movement the only Black person considered truly divine was the Messiah (back then the only images of the Messiah were as a Black man). Black divinity then re-emerged with Islamic mysticism, a tradition that combined the gnostic oral tradition with Islamic interpretations of the Quran. The Prophet himself was an ardent follower of gnostic ideas and beliefs. It is even likely that he was trained and mentored by a practicing gnostic. Whether this is true or not, we know for sure that he referenced several gnostic teachings and traditions in the Quran that he could not have possibly known without having some familiarity with their history.

Finally, Black divinity would ultimately reach its greatest height in America, starting with the Honorable Elijah Muhammad bringing to the Black communities of America that Islamic mystical tradition through his Lost-Found Nation of Islam. From the Nation of Islam would then eventually emerge the godbody movement: a movement in the ghetto that went on to define G.O.D. as guns over drugs–thereby interpreting that the militant Black man that gains Knowledge 120 becomes a God in his own right, having the power to give life (through spreading 120) and to take life (we all know how); and to build; and to destroy. Now for the most part we try to use this power, not to take life, but to build through it a Nation of Gods and Earths (hereafter to be called Goddesses).

That said, the 120 lessons we godbodies endorse are, again, only just the Supreme Wisdom lessons of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad. In that sense they have been read and mastered by several heroes and heroines within the Black community including: Minister Louis Farrakhan, Minister Malcolm X, Imam Warith Deen Muhammad, Dr. Khalid Muhammad, Dr. Sebi Alfredo Bowman, Dr. Malachi Z. York, the Champ Muhammad Ali, Erikah Badu, Bilal the 1st Born, D’Angelo, Jay Electronica, Busta Rhymes, Rakim Allah, Nas, Foxy Brown, Queen Latifah, all of the Fugees, the Wu-Tang Clan, Mobb Deep, and Brand Nubian. Even so, while the United States government has attacked and attempted to discredit many of these Black leaders, all of them are still well beloved by most Black people. The truth is, we Black people have always had the potential for divinity, but it is only now that we are starting to realise how to actually achieve it.

True, it may be currently accepted among the godbody –again, the ghetto organisation that is currently the central body propagating the message of Black divinity – that once a city, a nation, and the world comes to accept the truth of our destiny then a Black thearchy will begin to exist upon the earth. Indeed, as any true solarpunk/ecofuturist would much rather aim and strive for a low-tech and high-empath future; even so, within the godbody a more ghetto combination of solarpunk and Neo-Soul is believed to be more desirable; but that mainly through Black people taking their place as a God-Collective of the divine Black people we have always been.  
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The current series is based on notes originally written in 2006 and edited in 2012 and again in 2019 for the purpose of liberating my people. Contained within are also a very large cross-section of quotations that break up a lot of the content making it seem at times frustrating and a little hard to read. This annoyance was unavoidable due to the current situation, and the unfortunate mistrust of those outside of the street life of the intelligence of anyone arising out of the street life. Again, hopefully no one within the street life, particularly within the Five Percent Nation, will be too offended by some of the language that I have chosen to use throughout, as it was mainly for the purpose of speaking to the uninitiated, not to ruin our image or desecrate our culture.

From an historical context all past developments in human progress have been correlated to philosophical precursors. From Aristotle’s influence on ancient Greece and Plato’s influence over the Roman Rex Publica; to the influence of Rousseau on the French Revolution and Marx on the Russian; it is virtually impossible to separate historical epochs from their philosophical precursors. The initial philosophical bursts of light and hope, however, usually begin to dim as the pains of reaction begin to set in. This reactionary response to the new ideas and the hostility of its opposition usually bring great sorrow and disillusionment to the representatives of the new vision and ideal.

As these realities are the historical norm for all prior to revolutionary changes it is clear that anything of this calibre will meet also its own huge bursts of reactionary opposition and rage. From church pulpit to political gathering, from social clubs to cultural events all groups and sections of society claim allegiance to morality and against the dark cloud of the street life. True indeed, as the streets are considered a curse on society, and themselves cursed of God, we, in the eyes of those outside of the streets, should have nothing to do with anything even resembling the theocentric, let alone the thearchic. In fact, our anti-establishment makes us seem to any who are not affiliated to be more nihilistic than ritualistic. This anti-establishment being a product of our rejection by the establishment and being outcasts to it, has caused us to question our place in a society that would create and tolerate such vicious injustices as occur in the neighbourhoods of this so-called Western society.

But the Black thearchy itself is really just a system based on the identification of a new Black theodicy, that is, a study of God’s goodness and righteousness from a Black person’s perspective. Having arisen from the backstreets of New York as the godbody, we have taken their general outlook and message, and added to them theological, psychological, ideological, sociological, ecological, and cosmological depth. Conversely, though, the Black thearchy is primarily based on the use of godbody codes and culture to achieve Black identity amid the difficult and adverse situations of racism, poverty, humiliation, demonisation, dyseducation, discrimination, marginalisation, criminalisation, and state- orchestrated incarceration.

As a people most of we Blacks have been separated from our history and a knowledge of our history; but as Nature expresses herself through a cyclical rhythm of spontaneous repetitions, I feel that a knowledge of recent Black history is worth acknowledging. Marcus Garvey inspired an entire generation with the thought of a Black God. A God, not White like their slave-masters (or like their job-managers in this current system of wage-slavery) but a God Black like them, who understood the trials and sufferings of the people and offered them the strength and power to redeem themselves from these sufferings.

This philosophy spread in Africa, America, and the Caribbean in many forms. Two most obvious forms were the Rastafarians, who claimed Negusa Negast Tafari was the Black God incarnate, and the Black theologians, who claimed the Messiah Jesus was the Black God incarnate. But you also had the Black Muslims, who claimed Master Fard Muhammad was the Black God incarnate. Then you had the Afrocentrics who claimed the ancestral gods of Africa (particularly those of ancient Egypt), which manifest themselves in Nature, were the Black gods incarnate. Even the Kemetic scholars (who are commonly and derisively called “Hoteps” by most Black people) would claim the Egyptian god Ra to be the Black God incarnated in all Black males; similar to the Five Percent, who claim Allah to be the God incarnated in all Black males who have mastered the 120 lessons and opened the third eye of astral vision.

All that said, the basis for the current Black Divinity Series is six categorical systems which are instituted within the godbody movement to allow for our further continuance: Black divinity, Black revolutionism, Black eroticism, Black astralism, Black demodernisation, and Black syndicalism. These all effectively spell up to the words: Black DREADS; and all also make up the godbody ideology that I endorse – and are generally accepted within the godbody movement as a whole – though they have never been spelled-out or outlined in this sort of way before. What I thereby hope to accomplish with this undertaking is a complete renewal of our movement and the lessons of the movement as handed down to me by my mentor and enlightener so as to show where our movement can lead and why the actual teleology of godbodyism will be a positive and not a self-destructive one.

In itself the godbody theory articulated throughout has been designed to be a form of Black ideology that incorporates ideas, language, and expressions from chaos theory, deconstruction theory, decolonising theory, post-colonial theory, critical race theory, pro-Black anarchist theory, and pro-sex womanist theory into the outlook and world vision of the Five Percent Nation. And as stated earlier the Five Percent Nation as a movement teaches that the Black man is God. Beginning in the 1960s under the leadership of a direct disciple of Malcolm X, who at that time was named Clarence 13X, but who we call Allah out of respect for the vision he received of the potential divinity of all Black men, obviously including himself, we seek also to enlighten our people as to their potential.

The traditions of the godbody movement founded by Allah are, again, based on the 120 lessons, which in themselves are really just the Supreme Wisdom lessons of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad. In that sense they have been read and mastered by several heroes and heroines within the Black community: Minister Louis Farrakhan, Minister Malcolm X, Imam Warith Deen Muhammad, Dr. Khalid Muhammad, Dr. Sebi Alfredo Bowman, Dr. Malachi Z. York, Muhammad Ali, Jay Electronica, Busta Rhymes, Erikah Badu, Ice Cube, Rakim Allah, Nas, Mobb Deep, the Wu-Tang Clan, and Brand Nubian. Furthermore, while the United States government has attacked and attempted to discredit many of these Black leaders here mentioned, all of them are still well beloved by the Black community in general.

Nevertheless, my central cause for rewriting Black Divinity as a series was not just so as to create a new ideology and sociology for Black people, but more so to make a kind of ghetto theology, a Black Godbody Theology, for our overall empowerment. It cannot be denied that the godbody has a theology as we all share a general theory of God, of the devil, and of righteousness. Yet, as an African American theology the godbody theology can still be differentiated from that of the classical model of African American theology. If we take as an example the four degrees of faith (Skousen 2017): from no faith, to little faith, to great faith, to complete faith, we can see that classical African American theology features most of these four levels: the humanists have no faith, the liberationists/womanists have great faith, and the prosperous have complete faith. Well, we godbodies complete the cipher by having little faith, believing God to exist mainly in natural phenomena like a Universal Intelligence, the Universal Laws, the Original Black man, and all Original people.

Basically, it is the aim and purpose of this book to represent the godbody movement by, firstly, seeking to introduce the godbody theology as an African American theology nuanced from Cone’s in that it is not a survival theology but a thrival theology; a thrival theology that came out of the ghetto experience to give to the Black people of the ghetto the hope for a better future, one which they themselves create. Herein, Black Godbody Theology is a ghetto theology that promotes Black improvement and empowerment; even as James Cone himself stated, “Unless theology can become ‘ghetto theology,’ a theology that speaks to black people, the gospel message has no promise of life for the black man – it is a lifeless message” (Cone 2021: 37).

Even so, it must obviously also be noted that a lot of the ideas and practices encouraged throughout are not those of the entire godbody of the United States, but are add-ons I developed based on
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