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  Dedication

  Dedicated to future astronomers and space explorers. Always keep reaching for the stars!


  The Dino Elementary students are on their way to the planetarium to learn about space!

  But what is space?
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      Space

      
        Space is the area beyond Earth’s atmosphere. It’s where you’d find the Sun, Moon, planets, and stars.
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    Did You Know?

  

  
    There is no sound in space, because sound needs air to travel through!
    That means in space, no one can hear dinosaurs roar!
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        Let's Learn About The Sun!

      


      The Sun is a yellow dwarf star made of hydrogen and helium.


      
        It uses a process known as nuclear fusion, generating energy by converting hydrogen into helium.
      


      
        The Sun is the closest star to Earth. The planets in our “solar system” revolve around the Sun. Its gravity is what keeps our solar system together!
      


      
        The Sun is not the only star in the universe, but it is the only star in our solar system.
      


      
        The Sun is 4.5 billion years old! It was here even before dinosaurs walked the Earth.
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    Did You Know?

  

      
        The Sun’s surface has a temperature of about 5,500° C (or 10,000° F), while its core temperature reaches about 15 million° C (or 27 million° F)!
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        Let's Learn About Mercury!

      


      
        Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun. It’s also the smallest planet in our solar system (not including dwarf planets like Pluto, Ceres, Eris, Makemake, and Haumea).
      


      
        It takes 88 days for Mercury to orbit the Sun. That means a year on Mercury is only 88 days long!
      


      
        It takes about 176 days for Mercury to complete its day-night cycle. That means a day on Mercury is about twice the length of one year on Mercury!
      


      
        That also means that Mercury would be a tough place to live. It has extreme temperature variations, ranging from 430°C (800°F) in the day (that’s hot enough to cook a pizza in about 3 minutes) to -180°C (-290°F) at night!
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          Did You Know?

        

        
          When solar winds — a stream of charged particles from the Sun — interact with Mercury’s magnetic field, it can cause powerful storms on the planet’s surface in the form of “magnetic tornadoes.”
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        Let's Learn About Venus!

      


      
        Venus is the hottest planet in our solar system. Despite being further away from the Sun than Mercury, its temperature is 464°C (or 867°F), which is hot enough to melt lead!
      


      
        Venus, the second planet in our solar system, is about 108 million km (67 million miles) away from the Sun.
      


      
        Our closest planetary neighbor, Venus, is similar in size and structure to Earth, and is sometimes called Earth’s evil twin.
      


      
        Beneath a thick atmosphere, which traps heat on the planet, its surface is home to 85,000 volcanoes (the most in our solar system)! These volcanoes range from shield volcanoes to “pancake domes” and “tick domes,” which from above look like giant ticks.
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          Did You Know?

        

        
          Unlike most planets in our solar system, Venus rotates clockwise on its axis.
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        Let's Learn About Earth!

      


      
        Earth is the planet we live on. It is about 71% water. It is the only planet in our solar system with liquid water on its surface, and the only known planet to contain life.
      


      
        Earth rotates on its axis every 24 hours (1 day), orbits the sun every 365.25 days (approximately), and has one moon.
      


      
        Earth, the fifth largest planet in our solar system, is approximately 150 million km (93 million miles) from the sun.
      


      
        The Earth’s speed as it travels around the sun is 107,000 km (or 67,000 miles) per hour! At that speed, if it weren’t for gravity, we’d all go flying off the Earth’s surface into space!
      


      
      
        
          [image: Lightbulb icon]
          Did You Know?

        

        
          Earth’s rotation on its axis is tilted at an angle of 23.4 degrees. This results in the seasonal changes (summer, fall, winter, and spring).
        

      


      
        [image: Illustration from The Littlest Dinosaur's Big Book of Space Facts]
      


    


  About The Authors & Illustrator

Bryce Raffle

is a writer for children, teens, and adults. He is the co-writer of The Littlest Dinosaur series and was the illustrator of The Sad Fox by Jack Raffle. He is also a screenwriter and was the editor of DeadSteam and DeadSteam II.

Steven Kothlow

is a children’s book writer, best known as the co-writer of The Littlest Dinosaur series, as well as a screenwriter. He hopes to tell many more stories that help spread a message of diversity and inclusion especially in children’s literature.

Tessa Verplancke

is a sound designer by day and an illustrator by night. She lives to tell stories through as many mediums as possible.

  [image: The Littlest Dinosaur Ebook 17] 


  Don’t miss the other books in the series!
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  And more!

  Plus, get free downloads on our website, like these free recipes (and more)!

  Visit us at littlestdinosaur.square.site!
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