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Dedication
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This book is dedicated to my four grandchildren who also kayak: Brielie, Peyton, Paisley, and Lily. It is also dedicated to all children and adults loving adventure on the water.
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A new kayak and paddle

Adventure in sight;

I’ll get on the water

What a delight!

[image: illustration of kayak and paddle]

[image: illustration of girl standing in water holding paddle next to a kayak with duck swimming by.]

The water’s cold, but I’m feeling bold,

My parents will be proud;

Alone I go, taking it slow,

“Hooray!” I yell, out loud.

[image: illustration of a rock, and a log floating down a river.]

A new kayak and paddle

Adventure in sight;

Now, on the water

Oh, what a delight!

[image: illustration of girl in kayak bumping into a log.]

Keep in view our tent brand-new

OK, what did I BUMP?

The wind just blew a log from the slough*

Wow! It sure made me jump!

*Slough (pronounced slew) A low area of land covered in muddy water and grasses connected to a swamp, marsh, or pond. This may be further connected to a larger body of water, such as a bayou, backwater or inlet.

[image: illustration of campsite with purple tent.]

A new kayak and paddle

Adventure in sight;

I’m still on the water

It’s still a delight!

[image: illustration of girl bumping into a rock.]

If I were a bit older, I would be bolder

But no time, ‘cause here comes another BUMP!

I hit a big boulder* that could have turned me over

A bit scared, but I didn’t dump!

*Boulder (pronounced bolder) A large rounded rock.

[image: illustration of duck diving into water.]

A new kayak and paddle

Adventure in sight;

I’m still on the water

Not as much delight!

[image: illustration of girl in kayak holding a sandwich. Fish jumping out of water. Duck swimming by.]

I see a dish and think FOOD . . . delish!

Pick it up, dry it off, another BUMP!

There’s a school of fish, not my wish

On the kayak they go thump-thump!

[image: illustration of girl kayaker with fish under her kayak and losing her snack.]

A new kayak and paddle

Adventure in sight?

Eating snacks on the water but

Bumps cause me some fright!

[image: illustration of water skiers.]

OH! NO!

Someone on a ski doesn’t see me

Here come waves and a great big BUMP!

I bring up my knees, it’s too late to flee

I may have to use my pump!

[image: illustration of girl's kayak turning over.]

A new kayak and paddle

No adventure in sight;

I’m tired, my eyes sting

No more a delight.

[image: illustration of parents lending help to girl in kayak handing her a towel.]

My strength is spent. Do I see a dent?

Looking closer, another BUMP;

A towel is lent by kind parents

Towing me back on my tired rump!

[image: illustration of girl in kayak being towed by parents in another kayak.]

A new kayak and paddle

No adventure in sight;

Might get back on the water

After Dad’s insight.

[image: illustration of campsite. Duck and kayaks.]

He smiles at me and says, “We 
are proud of what you’ve done;
We’ll eat our meal and then maybe

Things will look different in the afternoon sun.”

[image: illustration of camping family sitting on a log looking out at the water.]

A new kayak and paddle

Adventure in sight;

I’ll be back on the water

After dinner, tonight!

[image: illustration of a girl unhappy about her fish dinner.]

On my dish that’s clean, dinner please

Fresh-caught fish is placed in a clump;

“Something else,” I plead. 

“Maybe, mac and cheese?

Delivered without any bump?”

[image: illustration of a girl camping holding a dish of mac and cheese.]

Mom’s sly look, follows 

hot dogs she’s cooked

On the coals of a campfire grill;

Mac and cheese, 

with hot dogs now took

Fish’s place and gave me a thrill!

[image: illustration of a girl resting in her kayak on shore with duck beside her.]

A new kayak and paddle

More adventure tonight;

A little nap near the water

Before sitting upright.

[image: illustration of girl holding paddle looking at the stars in the night sky.]

This time no fright came into sight

Mom and Dad stayed ahead to make sure;

Watching this night the stars shining bright

Make the bumps from the morn’ be a blur!

A new kayak and paddle

Adventures to come;

I will take on each battle

Nothing will get me undone!
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