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How did the people in Yeshua’s day view the Trinity, and what was the earliest development of this Church doctrine?
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NAU 1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. (1 Pet. 1:1-2 NAU)

This verse is one of the few verses which connects the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Trinity doctrine is not spelled out in the Scriptures. However, its development comes from the culture of the day and the teachings of Yeshua. This text looks at the beginnings of the Christian doctrine of Trinity and how the original followers of Yeshua would have viewed the connection between Father, Son and Spirit.
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Elohim, God is a plural noun
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The word “God” is used in the English versions of the Bible to translate the Hebrew word Elohim. Even though this word is pluralized, it does not mean that the concept of Trinity existed in the Hebrew Scriptures. In ancient days, kings and emperors always addressed themselves in the plural form. Therefore, it is inaccurate to say that the Hebrew Bible implicitly talks about Trinity. 

From Genesis 1:1, we can see this cultural aspect.

‎ WTT Genesis 1:1  בְּרֵאשִׁ֖ית בָּרָ֣א אֱלֹהִ֑ים אֵ֥ת הַשָּׁמַ֖יִם וְאֵ֥ת הָאָֽרֶץ׃

The verb bara (to create) is in the third person masculine form even though Elohim is plural, demonstrating the cultural usage of the plural form of God.
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Shekinah, The Holy Spirit
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The ancient Hebrews experienced the LORD in different ways. For example:


2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. (Gen. 1:2 NAU)



Experiencing the Spirit of God is a theme that runs throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. The Spirit of God is also called the Shekinah. 

Abba, the word Yeshua used for God

Yeshua might have used the word Abba ( “daddy”) when He spoke about God the Father. However, when He spoke of “our Father,” he would have used the word Avenu (the Hebrew word meaning “our Father”). A favorite hymn of the synagogue today is Avenu Malchanu, Our Father our King. This shows that the Hebrews, culturally, we're calling God, Father. 

In the Greek New Testament, Yeshua says Pater, which is the Greek word meaning father. The Greek Christian Scriptures do not use a familiar word for addressing God the Father. 

Many Christians today use Abba as an informal way of addressing God. That is unfortunate because using an informal word for God reduces the majesty of the LORD. It is not recorded when the ancient Hebrews started referring to God as Avenu.

In the Trinity, the creation of the Universe is attributed to God the Father. One example is in Isaiah 40:28


28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. (Isa. 40:28 NAU)



	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Yeshua, the Son of God
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The concept of the Son of God is from Christianity. 


34 “I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.” (Jn. 1:34 NAU)



In John’s Gospel, Yeshua calls himself the Son of God. The incarnation of God in the human form of Yeshua brings up some fascinating points. The church before the Council of Nicaea (a calling of all the church's Bishops, which was held in 325 CE) did not have a fully developed Trinity doctrine. 

How could they believe that Yeshua was God? The early disciples and followers probably did not view Yeshua as God but rather as the Messiah sent from God. Since the word “Christ” comes from the Greek word christos, which means Messiah, calling Yeshua “Yeshua Christ,” or “Jesus Christ” is saying that He was the Messiah. The Christians came to believe that Yeshua was divine. The Messiah was considered the second person of the Trinity.

Yeshua offers us redemption from sin and eternal life with God. Early Christians offered prayers to God the Father, as seen in the Lord’s prayer. They offered prayer in the name of Yeshua, meaning done the way he taught us and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
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Tertullian (ca 155 – ca 220 CE, a Bishop of the church) created “legalized language” to explain this method of praying to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the later part of the second century CE. His writing, called “Against Praxeas,” was the first known document to address the Trinity. Tertullian’s formula of “three persons in one substance” has withstood the test of time and is still used today. The Trinitarian doctrine was based on Tertullian’s formula and was adopted by the church at the Council of Nicaea.

The church needed to formalize the Trinity doctrine because several differing views were expressed during the third and fourth centuries. For example, Arianism was growing in popularity. This view was that while Yeshua may be called divine, he is not God in the strict sense, for He is not eternal, but a creature. The intercession of Gabriel with Mary telling her that the Holy Spirit of God would visit her to impregnate her and that her baby would be Yeshua the Messiah supports Arianism. The Scripture says Yeshua was a “creature” created by the Spirit of God. To refute the Arian view, the church’s Trinity doctrine adopts the point of view that the human body for Yeshua was created by the Holy Spirit; however, the soul that occupied that body was the Son of God. He was given the name Yeshua because this name means “savior of his people.” If Yeshua had a different name, He would still have been God
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